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AR SHUCKER The 2389.31-crore lift irrigation project was in the making for around 40 years

Binod Dubey/Avijit Biswas

Shindustantimes cum

£RTNA/BHAGALPUR: A portionofan
1k irrigation canal caved in
during trials on Tuesday in
Bihar’s Bhagalpur district and
pushing water inundated partsa
i carby township, a day beforz
the project’s inauguration by
chief minister Nitish Kumar.

The wall breach in the
389.31-crore lift irrvigation
aroject is a major embarrass-
ment for the government as it
took around 40 years to build.

Water from the Gangaistole
tifted through pumps and
reteased into the canal toirrigae
22,658 hectares offurms in Bha-
valpurand adjoining Goddadis-
(rict of Jharkhand.

Otficials said water breached
nearly 20 teet of the canal well
and tlooded several areas off
kahalgaon, atown knowntorthe
National Thermal Power Corpo-
ration (NTPC) unit.

Thetloodwater receded trom
most areas on Wednesday moin-
ing, but the inauguration of the
Bateswar Ganga Pump Nahar
Yojana (BGPNY) project had to
be cancelled.

About halt-a-km stretchof the
road between Satkar Chowk and
Murkatia Chowk was still sub-
merged.

“The breach hias been plugged
and work is in progress to
strengthen the wall.” said Arun
fumalr, the chief civil engineer
in the water resources depart
frent.

Waler resources principal

coretary Ardn kuinig Singh
Dlomed fradty constructioliolan
ditderpass beneatbirhe cania for
P breach Plaeconderpase. i
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« A portion of an 1tkm irrigation

JHARKHAND

TRIAL RUN EXPOSES
PROJECT’S REALITY

- The Planning Commission had approved the
Bateswar Ganga Pump Nahar Yojana {BGPNY) at
Bateshwarstan in Kahalgaon sub-division of
Bhagalpur district

=The total irrigaticn capacity is 22,658 hectares,
of which 18,620 is in Bhagalpur and 4,038
hectares of land in Godda district of Jharkhand

1,000 cusecs water per minute was to be
released in the main canal after drawing water
from Ganga. The water released from 44 feet
el through main and branch canals would have
reached different areas through auto flow.

g The breach has been
plugged and work is in
progress to strengthen the wall.

Bateshwarstan
Kahalgaon sub-division
BHAGALPUR
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He also held his department
responsible, saying officials
should have spotted the fault and
fixed it betore the trials being
runfor the past month.

The trials were carried out
with low discharge ot wader
b e canal, but itwas tuwmed to
talbeapacity on Tuesdiny, hesand

St b tond veporters that als

canal caved in during trials in
Bihar's Bhagalpur on Tuesday. P

ARUN KUMAR, chief civil engineer
inthe water resources department

technical flaws would be
removed in twomonths.

“Soon we will announce
another date tor inauguration,”
he said.

Group peneral manager of

NTPC’s Kahalgaon unit, Rakesh

Santed, disanssed adlegations of

the tiderpass weakenlog the

P acd b b

“We are looking into the
papers and design of the under-
pass. At present, Lcannot speak
more,” he said.

The Kahalgaon Congress leg-
islator, Sadanand Singh, who
was invited to share the stage
with chietminister Kumaratthe
inagural function, desceribed

Ve brecchas pross nepligence”

by olficials.

He said a trial run with tull
discharge should have been car-
ried out before totigure out proh-
lenis.

The project was ready for
inauguration this May but the
event had to be cancelled
becauseoftechnical ditficubies.
sccordig tosourees
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Did crocodiles

breach canal wall,
asks RJD chief

Anirban GuhaRoy

« anitbanroy@htive.com

PATNA: Taking jibes at the Bihar
water resources minister for
blaming flash floods in the state
on rats, Rashtriya Janata Dal
chief Lalu Prasad on Wednesday
sought to know if the Bateswar
Ganga Pump Nahar Yojana
(BGPNY)wallin Bhagalpuwr was
breached by crocodiles.

“If rats had breached deuns
causing floods, it were probably
crocodiles that caused damage to
the BGPNY canal wall,” Prasad
said, adding, “The government
is totally responsible tor
the breach.”

During the flash tloods in 21
districts of the state, water
resources minister Rajeev Ran
jan Singh alias Lallan Singh had
courted controversy by saying
holes caused by rats in the dains
were the reason for scepage of
water followingtorrential rains.

The RJD had called the minis-
ter’'sremarksatlameexcuse” to
hide the government’s failure.,

Prasad alleged that the canal
was constructed with inferior
material, leading to its wall col-
lapse justaday before CM Nitish
Kumar was supposcd Lo Inaugu-
rateit.

“fhe CM has cancelled his
visit to Bhagalpur. Bat who s
responsible for the wastage of
public money spent on constiuce-
tion of the substandard canal?”
I'rasad asked. He demanded an
inguiry and insisted that strict
action should be taken agabis
thoseresponsible
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The'Supreme Courtmn“We%i

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka:and
Kerala ~against : the “fnal

Roy -andA;

the authority and frame the
scheme for sharing and man-
-agement of the water among

{ ~ithe three States.

Tamil “Nadu submltted

that the court should ‘not

‘leave the dispute -open for
Karnataka to take advantage
of. Though the Centre ar-
gued that it is Parliament
which' has to finalise the
scheme under the Inter-State
Water Disputes Act of 1956,

Covering L. Yit

award of sthe. £auvery

Tamil Nadu réiterated isde-
mand -that the -Supreme,
Court should ftself appoint

the. court responded that it
~does alsohavearight. .

. Before wrapping-up. the

. day long hearing, the ‘court
indicated that it wonld pass
orders in this Tegard.

Centre chided
On Tuesday, the court had
-¢hided the Centre for not im-
-plementing the final award.
The court had questioned

Waterwos Adile plcture of Cauvery river in spate ln Mandya
- dlstrlct of Karnataka =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Kumar, -

‘.\

the reluctance shown by the
.Centre to set up the Cauvery -

Management Board ‘ and
frame a scheme for imple-

" mentation of the tribunal
award despite it having been

notified in 2013.
Solicitor-General = Ranjit

‘ _for the Centre,

reasoned that the Centre did

. set up the Cauvery River Wa-

ter Authority and Supervis-

ory Committee following the
Supreme Court’s direction.’
Mr..Kumar submitted that it
had -been waiting for ‘the
court: 10’ clarify, 1tstposm n

would have to be placedbe-
fore both Houses of Parlia--
ment for approval. Thus, Mr.
Kumar argued that finalising
the scheme was a leglslanve' :
act.

‘However, the .court has
‘been of the consistent opin-
ion that the: Centre $hquld :
not have let a wacuum, Je-
tnain for "so lopg :
tribunal award was “hotified

-in 2013 - in the Cauvery dis-

pute as regards the setting
up of the Cauvery Manage: !
ment Board and a scheme :
for sharing of water. - - ’
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