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Tamil Nadu’s statewiderail blockade onthe
Cauvery issue, which has now ended, has
brought Karnataka'sroleinthedisputeinto
intensefocus yet again. Karnataka’sinitial
refusal to abide by the Supreme Court’s
order to release Cauvery waters to Tamil
Nadumay havebeennotonly contemptible,
many legal experts believe thatitamounted
toa breakdownofits internal constitutional

machinery. Whatisdistressing, however,is -

that the chief minister and his Cabinet
sought to conceal their omissions behinda
resolution of the assembly, wrongly assum-
ingthatthe writ of the Supreme Court would

L notrun there. Strangely, Karnataka’slegal

S

3

team attempted to renegotiate the court’s.
- ordersinstead of abidingby them, virtually

bargaining withthe Supreme Court. =
Unfortunately, the state’s controversial

approachinrespect of acquiringwater does

not end with Tamil Nadu. The Mahadayl

river dispute, between Karnatakaand Goa, |

is another disturbing example of Karna-

Covering L., YIS

by a specially constituted tribural

T——

Karnatakais all wrong ontwo waterfronts'X

taka’s water policy. While the stateisdesper-
atelylookingtodivertriver wateraway from
the Mahadayiriver, called Mandoviin Goa,
it has faced legal hurdles because the river
sustains nearly all of Goa’s drinking water
and navigational needs. The Mandovi also

feeds thefragilebutecologicallyrichMaha- |

dayi Wildlife Sanctuary. For thetimebeing,
mercifully, Karnatakahasbeenrestrained
to not
divert any water from the Mandovi to the

Malaprabha river basin. Karnataka has

claimed that it needs the excess water to

-~ meetits drinking water needs, althoughitis
- yettosubstantiate thisdemand. nthemidst

of this dispute, which is currently being
heard by a tribunal headed by an eminent
former Supreme Court judge, Karnataka

~ movedaninterlocutory application, seeking

an interimrelease of seven TMC (thousand
million cubicfeet)of water totideoverwhat
itclaimsisadrought. | |

 What was unexpected, however, was Kar-
nataka’s suppression of information in its
application about its allocation of existing
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water resources. It wasonly later—d
the course of heated arguments between
Goa’s advocate general Atmaram Nadkarni

and Karnataka counsel Fali Nariman-—that

itemerged that Karnataka hadnotdisclosed
that it was diverting enormous quantities of
water to a Cola bottling plant in Dharwad

_and alsoto water-guzzling sugarcane pianta-

tions. If the requirement was genuine, the
rightapproach for the state would havebeen
to first commission an Environmental
Impact Assessment. T

- What shocked many neutral observers
wasthestate’s insistence beforethefribunal

that it be allowed to lift water without first

considering its environmental impact —
whichisastatutoryrequirement.

Karnataka ought to now listen to expert
environmentalists and hydrologists, and

scrap the proposed diversion. Being the

upperriparianstate, italsoowesaduty toits
lower riparianneighbour tonotact unilater-

Jai Dehadraiis an advocate in the Supreme Coun?
The views expressed are personal
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Yamuna a problem

Despite constructlon\ééw st into the sewerhnes the__ the river int

| BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPAI)AN

NEW DELH: The Uttar Pradesh .
Pollution Control Board (UP-

' PCB) told the National Green

Tribunal (NGT) on Thursday -
~of ~mulii-
_storeyed buﬂdmgs have been
“constructed on the flood-.

‘that a “flood” :

plains of Ganga and Yamuna
over the years without devis-
ing any mechanism for waste
~disposal. ..

-~ The State pollution control

‘board told NGT that flood- :
* plains have been encroached

“upon in Delhi, Noida and

. Greater Noida to build apart- .

" ments and housing societies.

been a. flood -of residential

‘and commercial buildings .
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along the ﬂoodplams
the sewerage ..
‘capacity has not
5lchanged '

along the ﬂoodplams of ’rhe |
- Yamuna and the Ganga, but.

 the sewerage capacity hasnot
- changed, the UPPCB said.

Currently, they take environ-

mental clearance (EC) and
discharge sohd “waste and
~ other garbagé in the sewer
lines in collusion with local -
. bodies, the tnbunal was.
"mformed'"" e
Over the years, there has -

‘Local authorltles
money and grant them per-

‘mission to discharge all the

- 1“.7
f Y
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“t'akE

UP.P CB Sald ‘}‘ L :

27 - pendent site. Whenever any -
colony, multi-storey building, -
apartment is constructed, 1t
~ should be made mandatoryin
their EC condition that they
must have théir own sewage -
" treatment plants
" "told the NGT,
The NGT is hearmg f'mal
--argmnents by various author-
.itles on the mechanism, to
. clean the Ganga from Harl-
 dwar to Unnao. -~ -
The green panel had d1-.
vided the work of cleaning

UPPCB
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the riverinto five segments
— Gomukh to Haridwar; Har-

“There is no site for dump-i -
" ingof municipal solid waste.
. When you plan a new res-
- 7 idential area like Greater
~» > - Noida, there mustbe an inde-

idwar to Kanpur, Kanpur to

" border of Uttar Pradesh, bor-
~der of Uttar Pradesh to the
" border of Tharkhand and bor-
“der of Iharkhand to Bay of

BengaL

The result of the heanng
remained inconclusive and
will * continue ~on Friday.
While setting up 4 panel to
collect information on the

quantum and quality of waste -

being released into the river,

the NGT had said “a project

of national importance is be-

ing carried out and all author-

ities, including the Centre

- and the State government do
~not know how many drains
are po]lutmg the Ganga
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Corporation scrambles to get Chenr

Measures to desilt stormwater drains, construct miss-ing links and new channels_ have been-take

Crty BUREAU '

CHENNA: Every monsoon;

there are a few roads and loc-
alities that pe0ple tend in the

city.

Santhome High Road,
General Patters Road, Val-

luvar Kottam High Road,
Sardar Patel Road, Vijaya

Nagar junction, and parts of
Poonamallee High Road all

figure on this list of badly in-

undated roads.

‘Ask an expert ‘about 'the._
reason for flooding and they
attribute it to the city’s flat

terrain that lets water to run
oftf slowly. Experts will also
say that the city’s stormwater
drains cannot handle heavy
_and incessant rain. .
'Last month, when it rained
for over an hour, Santhome
High Road, where there are

- The result of tl actm‘ues has ren ed the city extremely vulnerable t0 ﬂ" oding

pearance of channe

and surplus

Waterbodles and built-up

better drains now, saweven | .

big vehicles floundering in

the flash floods. As a result,
motorists had a harromng
experience. |

300 vulnerable points |
After facing major criti-
cism last monsoon, the

Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion began desilting the

stormwater drain network

and the canals running
across the city to prevent

flooding.
After last year’s deluge

300 locations were identified

as vulnerable, a corporation
official said. The vulnerable
pockets in the southern sub-

urbs include a portion of
Grand Southern Trunk Road,

where the flood fury led to
the sthtmg of patients froma
- government
Chromepet.

“With Metrowater delay-
‘ing the laying of pipelines,
water-logging  after brief

spells of rain cannot be-

avoided,” says Sankaran V. of
Tlruneennalal Main Road.
The\ situation - on = Me-

davakkam Main Road at

Ullagaram with no stormwa- |

hospital - in

- ter drain facﬂiity is siﬁlaf |

In addition to completing

- have been taken to identify
~missing links in 52 locations,
which include R.K. Nagar,

Habibullah Road in T. Nagar

tions has been completed.

-Similarly, work on 36 large

K area in Chennal 1991 e

velopment sprung up on the

- semi-natural wetlands which

eventually vanished. More

recently, development has
- forayed till the edge of the
waterbodies and also onwet-

terbod1es are looked upon

‘Wednesday on
preparedness. To face this

Source Premv JumurResearch Fellow CareEm

eorelogy Ms. Vencatesan
added. Municipal Adminis-

the cleaning of the stormwa-  led to. closing some water- tration Secretary . K
 ter drain network for more  bodies. Asaresult,the Adyar Phanindra Reddy conducted
‘than 1,000 km, measures river's flood plams - a review meeting on

monsoon

monsoon, Rs. 18 crore had
been spent on desilting of

and = Purasawalkam High lands. Instead of being 1,229 km of stormwater
Road. Almost 90 per cent of defined by ecological or hy-  drains. | |
the work to link missing por-  drological factors, these wa- As many as 33 new drains

and 52 connecting links was

taken up at Rs. 91 crore, an of-

drains, which are bemg' ~ ficial release said. It added
linked to canals and rivers, PREP?/IR(])%(S}(;(())IE{ THE - that 42 rescue teams, 103

was under progress at loca-

tions such as TVS Canal at

Villivakkam, Flowers Road at

1S CHENNAIREADY?

ecology, hydrology and met-

boats and 156 relief camps

have been kept on standby.
Efforts were on to control

Kilpauk and Sardar Patel based on their revenue mosquito breeding. _

Road, near the Raj Bhavan records,” said Jayshree Ven- People can call the 24 hour

-officials said.© ~catesan of Care Earth Trust.  control room at 044-
With only the old areas = - - 25619206/9511, 25385005

such as Triplicane, George = Needforlong-termplan . /4965 /3694. They can also

Town, . Egmore, and - “Whatis needed is along- whatsapp at 9445477207/203/

Santhome situated on high  term plan. We need an integ- 206/201/205.

ground, other parts of the - rated urban plan that takes o

city gets innundated every Into - consideration all as- | (Reportmg _by K. Lakshmi,

year during the monsoon. pects such as the geography, Deepa H. Ramakrishnan, R.
“After 1991, major civic de- Srikanth and T. Madhavan)

RS —



1 { Bengluru )
ical { Hyderabad )
( Bhopal )

e

e

-l ——_—
——

et Chennai monsoon—ready

channels have been taken up, Rescue teams boats and rehef camps kept ready

pace in the city over the pastiwo
appearance of channels and suf us
e city extremely vulnerable to floot

e 300 locatjons

Scmrce: Prem V. Junior Research Fellow, Care Earth Trust

Vencatesan |
1] Admuns—

tary K
r conducted
2eting  on
_ Mmonsoon
0 face this
} ¢rore had
desilting of
stormwater

new drains
g links was
crore, an of-
d. It added
teams, 103
elief camps
on standby.
E- to control

lthe?Ahour

~at 044-
g 25385005
Py can also
§77207/203/

——ta

-

| to ﬂoods
| o Mlssmg finks in

across the city
have been identi-
fied as vulnerable

 stormwater drain

- tions, including
‘RK Nagar,

" Habibuflah Road

‘and Purasawalkam
Road, are heing
' ;. 'I tﬁthe

o Floodmg recure ‘,
on Grand Southern

near Chromepet
-~ and Medavakkam
Main Road at

" network in 52 loca-

echhhg drams -

Trunk Road stretch -

il j—

Iac’k proper storm-

water drains f

a memorandum

1 Collectorate

mid n bk pddkd sa b mb e nd ui-u.-

® Resettlement
colonies such as

those in Perumbak-

kam and Kannagi
Nagar are more
vulnerable as they
are located on
wetlands, says Jay-

“shree Vencatesan,
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-ROU'I:INE AFFAIR: Evefy' monseen, GP Roé, -an |
arterial road in Royapettah, witnesses flooding
| due to the lack of proper drains. |

Ullagaram; as they | Care Earth Trust I — PHOTO: KVSRINIVASAN
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on Cauvery appeals

Tamil Nadu joined coun-
terparts Karnataka and
Kerala to oppose the
Centre’s stand that the

court was barred from en- -
- tertaining the appeals as

the tribunal’s award was fi-
nal and binding on the

three neighbouring States,

as per the parliamentary
law of the Inter-State Water
* Disputes Act, 1956,

“No ordinary parlia-
mentary law can stop the
Supreme Court from exer-
cising  its constitutional
power to hear appeals. Ju-
dicial review is part of the
basic structure of the
Constitution,” senior ad-
vocate Shekhar Naphade
argued. -

The Bench may refer the

appeals to a larger Bench of

- at least five judges of the
Supreme Court,

The Bench further reji-
erated its  order to
Karnataka to release 2,000

cusecs of Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu ti]] further -

orders.

On focus during the

hearing were several Provi-
sions of the 1956 Act, most
prominently Section 6 (2).

which mandates the Centre

to frame a scheme for im-

~ plementation  of the

tribunal  award. The
scheme, once prepared,
would be placed before
both Houses of Parliament
for approval. -
Attorney-General Mukul

Rohatgi, for the Centre,

submitted’ that the provi-

sions of the 1956 Act

-coupled with Article 267
(2) of the Constitution ex-

cluded the Supi'eme Court
from hearing or deciding
any . appeals against the

Cauvery Tribunal’s
decision.
Quoting past judgments,

Mr.. Rohatgi argued that

once the Cauvery tribuna]

pronounced its verdict on

. the  distribution,  the

various doors to the Sy-
preme Court automatically
closed. |
He submitted that no
writ petitions in the name
of enforcement of funda-
mental rights under Article

- 32 could be filed nor could
original suits invoking the
Supreme Court’s exclusive

jurisdiction to try Inter-
State disputes be filed.

“If Article 131 and Article
32, which is the heart and
soul of the Constitution,

cannot be invoked to move |
the Supreme Court against

the tribunal award, then

there is an automatic bar on

tiling appeals under Article
136 of the Constitution,” Mr.
Rohatgi argued. :

Mr. Naphade submitted
that Section 6 (2) of the 1956

- Act only provided for the

procedure to be followed
by the Centre post the

- tribunal award.
It is not that mere pro-
-cedure in a statute can neg-

ate the Constitution-given
powers of the Supreme
Court to.entertain appeals.

Pooh-poohing the claims

~of the Centre, Karnataka,
- represented by senior ad-
- Vocate Fali Nariman, had
submitted that Parliament
‘cannot restrict the Sy-

preme Court.
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A drone to survey Chennai
zurport’s flood Vulnerablllty

SUNITHA SEKAR

CHENNAL: The Chennai airport
will have a drone flying over
its airfield for an hour every
day for the next 10 days.

A survey using the drone

will be carried out by the
II'T-Madras to look into miti-

gation plans in case of an-

other flooding.

In December 2015, the air- .

port was among the worst-
hit facilites in the city, and
for nearly a week, hundreds

of flight operations were

suspended, leaving over
1,500 passengers stranded.

The water from the Adyar
river that inundated the en-
tire airstrip even damaged
the boundary wall in several
places.

The IIT after conducting
the survey will submit a re-
port in three months rec-
ommending on how to pre-
vent flooding.

Airport Director Deepak

Shastri said, “The study will
help us understand how to

-divert water entering the

airport. This is to ensure that
we don’t face the same crisis
as we had last year, inthe fu-
ture.”

Awaiting approval

He noted the airport had
received approvals from all
the authorities, except the
Ministry of Defence. “If we

_'The Chennai airport was among the worst-hit facilites during
the December floods last year. — FiLE PHOTO

get their approval, we will
include their area too under
this survey. If not, then the
Defence area alone will be
excluded,” he said.

For 10 days, when the
drone is used, flight oper-
ations will be suspended for
an hour. “But if there is a
case of an emergency, the
drone operations will. be
suspended to allow land-
ings,” he added.

The Deccan Hearld {
The Deccar Chronical

Central Chronica (

J—

Beﬁgluru |
Hyderabag )
Bhopal )



[ ] a

.':’, P _ ]:I

CTEmEAOG e

—r

--31an Times ( Delhi )

TR (. Ry )

_"bune ( Chandigarh )

. ."'#f

Waterbodies desilted ahéad of the

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: Waterbodies on the
western fringes of the city
are getting attention ahead
of the northeast monsoon,
with many channels that
run for over 25 km getting
desilted as part of the flood
control measures.
According to officials of
the Water Resources De-
partment, an eight-km
course, carrying surplus
water from the Red Hills
reservolr to the Ennore
creek, was being
- strengthened. It included
vulnerable portions in Baba
Nagar. Channels from Am-
battur and Korattur lakes
are also being improved,
they said.
- “We have desilted a wa-

) ="~ n¢u( Chennai

terbody in  Thangal,
Kadirvedu, which link Kor-
attur lake with a wateibody
In Retteri. A 15-km stretch of

‘the damaged bund of the

Kosasthalaiyar river is also
being strengthened and in-
let points have been created

in 10 places, such as Pu-

dukuppam and Van-
nipakkam, for the smooth
flow of rainwater into the
river. About 60 per cent of
the works have been com-
pleted so far” an official
said. )

As part of flood control
measures, a  meeting,
headed by Revenue
Minister R.B. Udhayaku-
mar, was held at Tiruvallur
District Collectorate, on
Wednesday, to review the
ongoing works. Earlier,

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati
The Times of India { Mumbai

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
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|

Tiruvallur District - Col-
lector E. Sundaravalli re-
viewed the work taken up
by the department to desilt
the waterbodies and its sur-
plus courses. |

The department is also
improving the bunds of
nine water tanks in places
such as Siruvakkam, Saday-

ankuppam, Boodur and
Melsingilimedu, which

were breached during the

December floods.

‘Save Korattur Lake’
Meanwhile, -

charged that the Corpora-
tion had not taken measures
to repair-and desilt chan-

‘nels carrying surplus water

along the Inner Ring Road
to Retteri.

)

rains

Arappor |
Iyakkam, a citizen’s group,

@%WW%W@WW/W
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The organisation
launched the ‘Save Korattur
lake’ campaign
plugging of sewage outfalls
into the waterbody. En-
croachments on the fringes
of the waterbodies and the
surplus course are a major
probelm. '

‘Members of the group
demanded that measures be
taken to prevent sewage re-

lease into the Korattur lake |

by providing regulators and
improving all the channels
bringing floodwater to Ret-

terl. It is essential to provide

stormwater drains in AVS
Nagar, Korattur, to mitigate
flooding. The culverts in
Northern Avenue must be
widened to enable the free
flow of water in this surplus

course, they said.

seeking
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rangement of releasing 2000 cu- maintained and citizens do not
D | secs of water should continue. becomelawimtoﬂlemselves," it
. New Delhi: The Supreme Court law and ordex: “At this stage, we are Com- said. “Itwi]lbeﬂleobligationof
. asked Karnataka on Tuesday 1O A bench of Justices Dipak pelled toreiterateour earlieror- . the Executive to see that when
: keepre]msingﬁmcmsecswatm'to Misra, Amitava Roy and AM der in which we had expressed thematter is heard and the inte-
Tamil Nadu on daily basis till furt Khanwilkar said both states . with certitude that the Executi- rim order has been passed and
. her order and directed govern- are suffering from shortage ve of both states shall see ioit Karnataka is complying with
- mentsof bothstatestotakemeast- of water and the interim ar- that the peace and harmony is the order,” the courtsaid.
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