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MARRAKESH, NUVEMBER 18
200 countrles

for “highest political com-
fo- combat the

- “irreversible” impact of cli-
mate change at a key UN
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. summit here overshadowed

by Donald Trump’s threats
towithdraw the US from the
historic Paris agreement. -

The Marrakesh Action

Proclamation agreed by all

the parties—196 nations and

| the EU bloc—taking part in
| the summit was read out at

the Conference of Parties
plenary session.

The declaration—one of
the main outcomes of the

| summit—said the world
has an “urgent duty to -
respond” to global warm- |

ing. “Our climate is warm-
ing at an alarming and
unprecedented rate and we
have an urgent duty to

respond.”. “We call for the

highest political ‘commit-
mernt 1o cambat _Climate
change, as a matter of

urgent priority. We call for _'

strong solidarity with those

| countries most vulnerable

to the impact of climate
change, and underscore the

‘need 1o support efforts

aimed 1o enhance their
adaptive capacity, strength-

en resilience and reduce

vulnerability,” it said.

The call came on the
penultimate day of the sum-
mit tasked with drafting a
blueprint for enacting the
Paris Agreement adopted
last December, and since
ratified by 111 countries.

According to the Parig
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pact, the goal of limiting

average global warming is
set at 2 degrees Celsius
over pre-Industrial Revolu-
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¥ Rapidly building on momentum achieved, reducing green-
nouse gas emissions and foster] ng efforts to support the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its goals

| “Strangthenmg efforts to eradicate poverty, ensuring food
sacunty and daalmg wuth chmata chal Ianges in agncurture

.;EE'S:F._Enwanment Mmzster Aml Madhav Dava "at hrgh-!evel aeg~

by cutting

The US, India. China and
other countries—collec-
tively the three biggest

emitters—have pledged to

curb emissions under the
deal by moving to renew-
able energy sources.

__But US president-elect .
'Ik'ump has vowed 1o boost

o1l, gas and coal and “can-

cel” the Paris Agreement.
Trump has termed climate

. R T LTI EE IO TEN U T IO DT R IR PRI
—

----- “mentof tha sy mmit racently, said acaaas 10 adequate 5
ﬁnance ramams an avarndmg cancern far Ind - IR

* Eaava sald Pt's “critiaal” that ﬂeveiaped natlana pmmde .
ﬁnanca and tech transfer support to develapmg natlons """ =

- a3
S 10’0 bu.i an 1 \;U natons 2 Calmua
isto be mobilised [ andEUblochave | over pre-industrial
by developed agreed to Mar- Revolution level is
countriesto help ¥ rakesh Action the temperature
tackle climate Proclamation on imit goal set by
change menace | global warming | Paris Agreement
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tion levels,
greenhouse gases.

change a “hoax” propagated
by China, the second
biggest emitier after the US.
- The proclamation today
noted “extraordinary
momentum” underway on
climate change, which it
said was “irreversible”,

The 197 nations said they

issue this declaration 1o “sig-

nal a shift towards a new era
of implementation and action
on climate and sustainable -
development.”— PTI
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- Govt braces to tack]e water shortage

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19

The government has geared
up to tackle a drought-like
situation in view of the long
dry spell that can affect the
drinking water supply In
various parts of the state.

Chief Secretary VC Phar-
ka today presided over a
high-level meeting here to
take stock of all drinking
water schemes and sewer-
age treatment plants.
Through video conferenc-
ing, he sought informa-
tion from all chief engi-
neers and superintending
engineers of the Irrigation
and Public Health (IPH)
Department about
drinking water and sewer-
age schemes.

He directed locking and
fencing of all water stor-
age tanks to ensure their
safety. The Chief Minister
has directed the depart-
ments to take appropriate
steps to check the water
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DRY SPELL

B ChiEf Secretary VC Phar—
ka presided over a high-
Ieve1 meeting hereto

----- - Aake stock of all drlnkmg

water schemes and sew-
~erage treatment plants

‘He seught mformatmn
from all engineers of the
~IPH Department about

the drinking water and

sewerage schemes
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shortage being faced in
many villages.

Emphasising the-quality
of drinking water, Pharka
asked the departments to
ensure that no drinking
water supply scheme got
polluted due to sewerage or
any other reasons.

Due to a long dry spell,
there was possibility of
water resources getting pol-

luted, he added. He direct-
ed the IPH Department to
collect regular samples of
all water supply schemes
and send the report to the

government.
The Chief Secretary said
9,393 water supply

schemes and 34,605 hand
pumps were catering to
the drinking water
requirement of the people.

fencmg of alk water
storage ta nks to ensure'
thetr safety |

The department had
deployed 29,000 employees
for the smooth water supply
to each household. As many
as 49 sewerage treatment
plants (STPs) were func-
tional in different parts of
the State, he added.

IPH Secretary Anuradha
Thakur said work on 128
drinking water supply
schemes had been complet-

ed by spending Rs 21 crore.
Besides this, 70 per cent
work had been already com-
pleted on 172 schemes for
which Rs 25 crore had been.
provided by the Centre. The
work on remalning
schemes was pending as
the Centre had not released
the funds and the state gov-
ernment had approved Rs
25 crore separately to com-
plete these schemes.

In Shimla district, there
are 1,000 water tanks out of
which locking of 618 and
fencing of 378 tanks had
been completed. Shimla
has five district level and
nine sub-divisional level
laboratories.

The work on locking of
all 2.864 water tanks in
Solan and Sirmaur dis-
tricts had been done and
fencing would be complet-
ed by December-end.

Two sewerage treatment
plants in Paonta and
Solan were also function-
ing smoothly.
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Ielangana to oppose Godavari board's

The State believes the river management bodys attitude is _‘heavily;bfased? Jégainst it

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR

HYDERABAD: The Telangana'

Government is likely to lock

‘horns with the Godavari

River Management Board
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proposals included in the 1at-
ter's working manual draft
on the management of pro-

jects based on the river and

its tributaries, as it believes
that the board’s attitude is
heavily biased’ against it.

In the working manual
draft, sent to Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh recently, the
GRMB authorities are un-
derstood to have included
half a dozen projects of Tel-
angana against only one of
A.P. 1n the list of projects it
proposes t0 manage. Apart
from monitoring the water
releases (regulation) from

Cevering L., YIS

R LY MR
W R

board will manage. — FiLe proTo: A RAD

the projects, the board has
proposed to keep a tab on

power generation, if any, be-
- ing done at these projects.

Fortnight’s time

The river board has given
the two States a fortnight’s
time for giving their opinion
on the draft and is likely to
take a final call on it before

PRy e e S g e L e AR I Vs
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- TROUBLED WATERS: Six Telangana projects are among those th

forwarding it to the Union

- Ministry of Water Resources

for issuing a formal noti-
fication at its next meeting

" likely to be held in Decem-

ber. -
Ofhcials of the Telangana
Irrigation Department stated

that the GRMB has proposed

In the draft that it plans to
- manage water releases and

—ar

- Sriramsagar,

e . . '

power generation, if any, at
- Nizamsagar,
Yellampally, Singur, Kaddam
and Lower Manair Dam pro-

g+ All the projects are filled
- to'the brim following heavy

rain in September this year

. and the State Government

has prepared an action plan

torelease water to the ayacut

for rabi crops under all these

‘projects. |

However, the Telangana
Government is strongly op-

posed to the river board’s
proposal to include only

Dowleswaram Barrage in
A.P. for water regulation.

"It’s totally biased against
Telangana = since projects
such Tadipudi, Pushkar and
Jagannathapuram,  which
have considerable ayacut
served by them, have not

been included in the list of

- projects for its supervision”,

a semior official said, adding

- that there was no mention of

Pattiseema lift, from where
about 45 tme ft of water is be-
ing lifted to the Krishna
Basin. .

. The Telangana Govern-
ment is also against the

- board’s intervention before

the project-wise quota of wa-

ter is finalised, -

~“On the power generation
front too, the GRMB’s plan is
beyond its purview since the
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) has made it
clear in the past that its man-
date was not to intervene in
the issues related to power
generation when Telangana
raised the issue of Lower |
Sileru,” the official sources\
explained. -
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Sukhbir Singh Badal said the:
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land, acqmred around ~ 35
years ago 1o construct the

SYL, canal, had -been

- On the SYL 1ssue Sukhbn'

- Covering L., YIS

said the government’

_I._stand ‘was clear. “Around .
. 43,500 acres was acqmred

ﬁeen returned free of cost

.-j-irr-

' - 4 s

;SYL land returned to farmers

ar'r

" to the owners

- around 35 years ago for con- . ot ati
Structmg the SYL canal. ‘
. Now, we have transferred
" the land to its owners free ef E

cost. It is up to them when
'mndu%ted on around 4 lakh

~ returned to 1andowners mth “;they would take ‘posses-
eemple’re paperwork j"i_;f"E:_-,mon of it,” “Sukhbir’'said, candidates. “The number of
. He was in the town to dls-'if‘ addmg it must be first of positive cases is negligible.
trlbute appemtmmt letters}__..:_ﬂ;"'l its kind in the World where " "This is just like a slap on the
~ to newly reerulted 5 58 1' " 1and for which compensa- faces of those who were i1y-
" constables. ~ tion was given earlier had

Ing to tarnish the Hnage of

Pun]ab "he added

il —" -
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Govt., civil society join h
to save Narayanapuram |

ey

The Deccan Hearld { Bengl'uru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }

Central Chronizal ( Bhopal )

Vegetation will be removed and water holdlng capacity increased

K. LAksHMI
T. MADHAVAN

CHENNAI: The Narayanapuram‘

lake, which is an important
part of the Pallikaranai
marsh system, will soon be

entirely rejuvenated. Non-

governmental Organisations
and corporates are coming
forward to complement gov-
ernment measures to im-
prove the waterbody.

A proposal with a detailed
action plan was recently sub-
mitted to the Water Re-
sources Department (WRD)
for restoration of the lake,
which is bifurcated by the
Pallavaram-Thoraipakkam
Radial Road. A city-based
NGO, Care Earth Trust, has

joined hands with VA Tech

Wabag, a firm involved in the
maintenance of the Nemmeli
desalination plant, for the
project.

The lake is the last of the
chain of 16 wetlands that
drains into the marsh. Spread
over 64 acres, it is mostly
covered by water hyacinth
and used to dispose sewage.
The proposed project aims
at various interventions, in-
cluding removing
vegetation,
water holding capacity and
strengthening the bund nat-
urally by planting shrubs.

Welcommg the lake reju-

venation project, residents

of Rajésh Nagar and

Nageswari Amman Nagar re-
called how inhabitants of
- 200 houses were marooned
in last year’s deluge. With the
contribution of non-govern-
mental organisations, the

- Increasing the

UNDER THREAT: The 64-acre water body IS mostly covered by hyacinth and used for dlschargmg
sewage. — PHOTO: G. KRISHNASWAMY

lake bund has been created
on the eastern side too. The
WRD is clearing obstruc-
tions in inlet channels and
surplus channels of the lake,
said K. Madhiazhagan, a resi-
dent of Narayanapuram.

- However, portions of the

lake on the southern side
continued to get misused as
clothes and vehicles were
washed there, complained
residents. J. Sai Prakash of
Sunnambu Kolathur said
such activities would not on-
ly pollute the waterbody but
also have a severe impact on
the’ ' groundwater in’
Viduthalai Nagar, S. Kola-
thur. It was essential for
more corporates and other
orgamsatlons to step for-

. government,
support efforts to preserve

'ward for the restoration of

wetlands, residents felt.
In a bid to arrest pollution
and improve the water body,

- adetailed study was taken up

on the water quality and
vegetation around the lake, S.
Varadarajan, . VA Tech
Wabag’s director and chief
growth officer, said it was de-
cided to rejuvenate the wa-
terbody at a cost of Rs. 20

lakh as part of the firm’s Cor-

porate Social Responsibility
Initiative and support the
“We want to

wetlands and prevent en-
croachments by fencing it.
We plan to execute biore-

mediation to get rid of con-

taminants in the lake. There

“is aplan to extend the project

to other lakes as well,” he
added. |

According to the study,
there are over 100 species of
plants around the waterbody.
Jayshree Vencatesan of Care
Earth Trust said that the wa- -
ter quality assessment re-
vealed that the dlscharg&qﬂ
domestic sewage had léu to
the deterioration of water
quality. A portion of the lake
would also be desilted. “We -
also plan to form custodian
groups by  engaging
residents’ welfare associ-

“ations with the support of

the WRD to protect wet-
lands. The project will be
completed in a year,” she
said.
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CHENNAL: After a brief gap,
supply of Krishna water
from Andhra Pradesh to
Chennai has resumed,
bringing some relief to the
metro’s water managers.
With the northeast mon-
soon remaining subdued for
several days now, the lack of
rainfall has taken a toll on
the already plunging water
levels in the four reservoirs,
which primarily cater to the
Chennai’s drinking water
supply., This has caused
concern among residents
about a drought-like situ-
ation looming over the city.
As on . Thursday, the
reservoirs in Poondi, Red
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Krishna water supply resumes

With northeast MOoNSooN playing truant, comes as a huge relief to water managers

Hills, Cholavaram and
Chembarambakkam have a
combined storage of less
than 10 per cent, good
enough to last for about a
month.

Since Wednesday, water
discharge from Kandaleru
reservoir has been in-
creased to ensure water to
Chennai. However, the
entry point of the
Kandaleru Poondi canal in
Tamil Nadu limits has re-
ceived a negligible 20 cubic
feet per second on
Thursday. An official of the
Water Resources Depart-
ment said: “Water released

“into KP canal will also be

used for irrigation needs of
Andhra Pradesh and drink-

ing water supply of Tirupati
and Kalahasti before reac-
hing Chennat. We are hop-
ing that water release will
be stepped up in the next
few days.”

Sources in the Chennai
Metrowater said: “The city
continues to be supplied
with about 810-830 million
litres of water a day (mld).

The demand for lorry trips =~ §

has not increased so far. We
may decide on reducing the

water supply depending on

the water availability.”
Another ray of hope is the
steady increase in the stor-

age of Veeranam tank in
Cuddalore district, which

augments the water supply

to the city.
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Krishna water and the Veeranam tank may help tide over any
water crisis in the city. Supply to parts like Greames Road
remains the same so far. — PHOTO: KV. SRINIVASAN



