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Satyagraha over water-sharing

: \ A . .
- Mahanadi Bachao Andolan protestsxaﬁingf Centre’s ‘inability’ to form tribunal

© STAFF REPORTER

: BHUBANESWAR

- Mahanadi Bachao Andolan,
- a non-political forum foun-
. ded to press for judicious
. sharing of Mahanadi river

- water between Odisha and

Chhattisgarh, on Monday
began a mass ‘satyagraha’
: against the “inability of the
Centre to constitute a
tribunal despite its submis-
sion before the Supreme
Court to do so by November

C 197

‘ The members of the
forum sat on the satyagraha

- along Mahatma Gandhi Marg

in front of the State As-

sembly here.

: Leaders of different polit-

: ical parties, intellectuals, stu-

¢ dents and social activists also

-

gathered at the venue de-
manding immediate setting
up of the tribunal.

United protest

“It is unfortunate that a
tribunal has not been set up
despite repeated demands
by the Odisha government,
political parties and social
organisations. We will con-
tinue our satyagraha till the
Centre takes a decision,” said
Sudarshan Das, the con-
venor of the forum.

Mr. Das expressed confid-
ence that it would be difficult
to ignore the voice raised col-
lectively by the people of

Odisha and hoped that the |

Centre would soon make an
announcement about consti-
tution of a tribunal to find a

solution to sharing of Maha-
nadi water. .

“We need to unite irre-
spective of party affiliations
to put pressure on the
Centre for setting up of a
tribunal. Unless we join our
hands like the way we did
during the border dispute
with other States, we cannot
succeed,” said CPI State sec-
retary Dibakar Nayak.

Letter to PM
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik had shot off two separ-
ate letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reminding
him about immediate issu-
ance of notification for con-
stituting a tribunal,

“There is provision under
Section 4(1) of the Inter State

Water Dispute (ISRWD) Act
1956, which mandates that if
the Central government is of
the opinion that water dis-
pute canmnot be settled by ne-
Botiations, the central gov-
ernment shall within 3
period not exceeding one
year from the date of receipt
of such request by notifica-
tion in the official gazette,
constitute a water disputes
tribunal for adjudication of
water dispute. Therefore,
the central government is
supposed to constitute a
tribunal before November
19, 2017 as my government
had filed the statutory com-
plaint on November 19,
2016, Mr. Patnaik men-
tioned in his November 17
letter.
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