2015 was the hottest year on record. It was hotter than normal almost everywhere in the world

How far above or below average (of the years from 1901 to 2000) temperatures were in 2015. Shades of red, indicating hotter, predominate over shades of blue, indicating colder than average
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Alaska saw the Third wettest yearfor Hurricanes Kilo, In the growth season,
second warmest year the US since 1895; Ignacio and Jimena the Arcticsaw the
since 1925, and May 2015 was the were the first set of smallest annual
-1 0 +1 +32 +3°C NA. Canada the warmest wettest month ever. three hurricanes to maximum extent of
summer on record in Mexicosaw the occur simultaneously seaice and inthe
T S— some areas. It was the wettest March since in the Eastern North melt season, the
-1.8 (] +1.8 +3.6 +54°F second warmest year national records Pacific Oceansince fourth smallest
in the LS since 1395; beganin 1941. On records beganin minimum extent. The
inSouth America, it August &, Marrakech, 1949. In November, Antarctic, during the
was the warmest Morocco, received 13 Hurricane Sandra, the melt season, reached
- since continental times the average strongest tropical the fourth largest
BLAME WARMING CAUSED BY GREENHOUSE GASES, EFFECTS OF ELNINO records beganin rainfall in justone cycone ever seen in minimum extent of
1910. Europe had the hour. Floods inChina the westem seaice on record.
IT IS OFFICIAL Scientists from US BRITISHSCIENTISTS have eadier | REASONS: ElNifo, certainly — the second warmest year affected 75 million he misphere solate in
agencies NASA and NOAA this week released figures showing 2015 as the current phenomenon may well be on record, Asia the people, and the the yvear, developed
reported what was widely warmest year ina record dating to the strongest ever. Butthe big warmest since 1910, A southern provinces off Mexico.
anticipated already: that 2015was 1850. And Japanese scientists have reason, scientists say, is the long- heatwave in India is had the wettest May
the hottest yearin the global record reachedthe same conclusionina term warming caused by human thought tohave in 40 years.
beginning 1880, beating 2014. record be ginning 18391, emissions of greenhouse gases, killed over 2,000.

Sources: NASA NOAA GRAPHIC ADAPTED FROM THE NEW YORKTIMES

Source: NationalOceanic and Atmaospheric Administration {NOAA), LS Departmentof Commerce
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1/27/2016 $250 m World Bank loan for J-K areas hit by floods
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Jammu Kashmir

$250 m World Bank loan for J-K areas hit by floods

Published on: Jan 22 2016 2:41PM

Vehicles pass through a submerged road in a flooded area of Kashmir.
File photo

Tribune News Service

. How it will

New Delhi, January 21 benefit the people

A financing agreement for a World Bank (IDA) assistance of $250 e Focus will be on

million for the Jhelum and Tawi Flood Recovery Project in Jammu and restoring critical

Kashmir was signed today. infrastructure using
best practices on

The Finance Ministry said the project would focus on restoring critical resilient infrastructure

infrastructure using best practices on resilient infrastructure. The e The primary

primary beneficiaries would be the communities in the districts of beneficiaries will be

Jammu and Kashmir affected by loss of public service infrastructure, communities affected

which will be restored and improved under the project. By by loss of public

strengthening disaster risk management systems and institutions, the service infrastructure
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project will benefit the entire region affected by floods.

$250 m World Bank loan for J-K areas hit by floods

The project will focus on the 20 flood-affected districts — Anantnag,
Baramulla, Budgam, Bandipora, Ganderbal, Kupwara, Kulgam,
Pulwama, Shopian, Srinagar, Jammu, Samba, Kathua, Reasi, Doda,
Kishtwar, Ramban, Poonch, Rajauri and Udhampur, read a World
Bank statement.

It said the continuous spell of rains in September 2014 caused
Jhelum, Chenab and Tawi rivers and their tributaries and other
streams to flow above the danger mark. Owing to the unprecedented
heavy rainfall, the catchment areas, particularly low-lying areas, were
flooded for more than two weeks. The Jhelum breached its banks at
several places. Over a million families were affected, directly or
indirectly, and some 300 lives lost. More than 6,48,000 hectares of
agricultural and horticultural land was affected, causing a huge loss to
crops, plantations and animals.

The objective of the project is to support recovery and increase
disaster resilience in the project areas and increase the capacity of the
project-implementing entity to respond promptly and effectively to an
emergency.

The financing agreement was signed by Raj Kumar, Joint Secretary,

Disaster management
systems will be
strengthened

Rains in Sept 2014
saw Jhelum, Chenab
and Tawi flow above
danger mark
Catchment areas,
particularly low-lying
areas, were flooded
for more than two
weeks

More than a million
families were affected,
directly or indirectly,
and some 300 lives
lost

Over 6,48,000
hectares of
agricultural and
horticultural land was
affected during the
floods

Department of Economic Affairs, on behalf of the Central Government and Onno Ruhl, Country

Director in India, on behalf of the World Bank.

The J&K government had sought a Rs 44,000-crore relief package from the Centre for

rehabilitating the flood victims in the state.
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