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Water diverted from
Munak Canal of no
use due to pollution

Mallica Joshi

= malicajoshihindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jat protesters aren’t
the only contributors to Delhi’s
water crisis.

High levels of ammonia con-
tamination in drain number 8, an
alternate channel for water from
Haryana, madematters worsefor a
city under large scale water crisis.

Further, the source of
contamination is yet to be
identified, said a Delhi Jal Board
official.

Water from Haryana comes
to Delhi via the Munak Canal
as well as drain number 8. When
the canal gates were closed and
damaged by Jat protesters,
Haryana diverted water to drain
8, said DJB officials.

The drain, however, is seeing
unprecedented levels of ammo-
nia contamination, making the
water unusable.

“The water coming through
the drain has an ammonia level
of 3mg per litre. Water treatment
plants can't function if theselevels
are above 0.5mgper litre,” Keshav
Chandra, CEQ, Delhi Jal Board.

He said this was the reason the

WATER COMES TO DELHI
FROM HARYANA VIA
MUNAK CANAL AND
DRAIN NUMBER 8,
CONTAMINATED BY HIGH

I —

two big water treatment plants
at Wazirabad and Chandrawal
were non-functional.

“This means that water
released by Haryana is of no
use. We don’t know the source
of contamination but it points to
sewage contamination,” he said.

Close to 1,100 cusecs of water
flows through drain 8, officials
said. Harvana has no option
but to release water since it has
no capacity to store such large
quantities.

Treatment capacity at
Wazirabad is 123 MGD and that
at Chandrawal is 95 MGD.

“We appreciate their woes.
It is not fair to expect them to
divert all their attention to the
situation at Munak Canal when
people on the streets are being
killed,” Chandra said.
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[s Art of Living event affecting Yamuna

floodplains: NGT asks panel to find out

KEDARNAGARAJAN
NEW DELHI,. FEERUARY 19

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
{NCT)Wednesday constituted an
expert commiltee to inspect a
site near Mayur Vihar, where
preparations are currently un-
derway for the World Culture
Festival. Thisis athree-day event
organised by 5n5n Ravishankar's
Art of Living Foundation, sched-
uled to be held in March,

The direction came asa result
of discrepancies in two reports
—one by anexpert and the other
by a team from the Delhi
Development Authority —
which disagreed on the condi-
tion of the site, located on the
floodplains of the Yamuna,

One report, submitted by
Professor A K Gosain of [[T-Delhi,
said the area has been cleared of
all natural vegetation and the
event, if conducted, would leave
a“permanent footprint” on the
floodplains of the Yamuna

According to  Professor
Gosain, the construction and

The site of the World Culture Festival. 0inam Anand

preparations for the event were
carried out in violation of the
NGT's directions about the
flood plains.

“The site has beencleared of
all natural vegetation and con-
solidated with machinery. It ap-
pears that the site has been
raised with the helpof JCBs (me-
chanicalexcavators ). A gigantic

f

The IndianEXPRESS

epaper aditions

SALUTE

Tl Ol lniIFEFN
Sat, 20 February 2016
epaper. indianexpress. com/c/8737781

stage madeof steel rods isunder
preparation... a huge amount of
debris and construction waste
has been dumped into the
Yamuna main channel,” stated
Gosain's report.

On the other hand, aDDAIn-
spection team had, in its report,
said no digging work had been
undertaken at the site.

Taking note of the discrep-
ancy, the pnncipal bench of the
Tribunal constituted an expert
committee — headed by
Secretary, Ministry of Water
Resources, Shashim Shekhar,

along with Professor Gosain,
Professor CR Babuand Professor
Brij Gopal — and directed them
to inspect the site Saturday.

“There are some varialions in
the reports of DDA and Prof
Gosain. It would be better if an
expert committee visits the site
andinforms us about the actual
position,” said the bench

On February 11, while hear-
ing a plea seeking an end to the
ongoing work at the site, the
Tribunal had issued notices to
the Delhi government, the DDA
and the Art of Living Foundation.
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Off-river reservoirs
may have softened blow

= mallicajoshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Man-made reservoirs
could have helped save Delhi
from the precipitating water
crisis.

A long-standing demand of
water experts was to create off-
river reservoirs inside Delhi so
that water saved in it can be used
in emergency situations.

Off-river reservoirs are man-
made ponds where water can be
stored when the river has good
flow. According to experts, italso
helps improving the ground-
water situation.

Even the National Green
Tribunal had recommended
development of reservoirs inside
the Yamuna floodplains so that
the pressure on the river can be
eased during the lean months of
December; January and February.

The idea is to collect addi-
tional water that flows in the
river during monsoons and use
it when needed. A similar system
isfunctional in London already.
The water is collected in times
of need and sent to water treat-
ment plants.

While some have flayed the
plan saying Delhi doesn’t have
enough space for reservoirs, oth-
ers have suggested areas where

The crisis could have

been averted and we
have been suggesting
this course of action for
several years but no work
has been done on it. Palla,
near Wazirabad, is perfect
for the project as there is
open space there.

MANOJ MISRA,
water expert

the project can start.

“The crisis could have been
averted and we have been sug-
gesting this course of action
for several years but no work
has been done on it. Palla, near
Wazirabad, is perfect for the
project as there is open space
there. This belongs to farmers
and can be acquired after tak-
ing their considerations into
account. Even within the flood-
plain, there is space for such
reservoirs to be created,” said
water expert, Manoj Misra.

Floodplains come under the
Delhi Development Authority.
The body has built two biodiver-
sity parks on floodplains and a
reservoir can be added to it,
experts say.

— Printed and distributed bv PressReader
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. Weather-weary farmers new cash crop — blood

JHANSI, FEBRUARY 21
Karna, a farmer from
Badgaon village in Uttar
Pradesh, has few options but
to sell his blood for money,
after persistent drought left
him unable tolive offhisland.

The farmer (60) began
commuting an hour and a
half from his village to Jhan-
s town in Uttar Pradesh
state to work as a labourer
that paid little money.

“T was working as a
labourer in Jhansi for sur-
vival,” said Karna. “When
my son fellill, T had no oth-
er option but to sell my
blood for his treatment.”
The hospital took almost
two bottles of his blood and
gave him Rs 1,200.

For many farmers in this
part of Bundelkhand, blood
is the new cash crop — a
source of guaranteed income
as they exhaust other ways
of making ends meet.

InIndia, blood donors are
not usually paid. But some

I

hospitals buy blood, even

though it is against the law.

The hilly region divided
between Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh has strug-
gled with extreme weatherin
the past few years.

Drought, hailstorms,
unseasonal rainfall and most
recently an unusually warm
winter have played havoce
with crop yields, making
farming unviable for many.

Unemployment has
soared, and locals are leav-
ing the rural belt to work as

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8737837?show=print

- 5 —d
unskilled labour in nearby
urban areas.

Financial assistance pro-
vided by the authorities has
failed to achieve much on
the ground, as it is far lower
than farmers’ losses.

Farmer Lakhan Ahirwar
(61) relies on intermittent
labouring jobs to get
through dry spells. But
when work is scarce, selling
his blood is the most reli-
able source of income. T
could not find any work for
almost five days. What

Driven by elements

=The hilly region Bundelkhand divided between MP and UP
has struggled with extreme weather in the past few years

®The region has received below-average rains since 2007,
and is facing its third successive year of drought this year

®Crops in nearly halfthe districts of Madhya Pradesh have
been hit by insufficient rainfall

1|1 UR 69 out of 71 districts recelved below-average rain
in 2015, says the India Meteorological Department

®This has driven farmers to suicide and some have start-
ed selling blood to make both ends meet

should I do? T had to feed
my children,” he said.
Rajendra Singh, a promi-
nent water conservationist
and winner of the Stock-
holm Water Prize, said itwas
“a matter of grave concern
that farmers from many
areas in  Bundelkhand
(have) sold their blood due
to successive droughts”.
Ahirwar, who once earned
enough by selling tomatoes,
potatoes and chillies grown
on his T acres (3 hectares), is
no longer in a position to

provide two meals a day for
his family. His only son
migrated to New Delhi with
his pregnant wif'e.

“Even during the eighth
month of her pregnancy she
had towork as a labourer in
Delhi, as they had no other
gource of income for sur-
vival,” said the farmer.

Tourists from all over the
world who flock to Bun-
delkhand to visit Khajura-
ho, a world heritage site, are
largely unaware of the
plight of local farmers.

The region has received
below-average rains since
2007, and is now facing its
third successive year of
drought. Agricultural pro-
duetion has declined sub-
stantially and livestock are
suffering too. Crops in near-
Ly half the districts of Mad-
hya Pradesh have been hit
by insufficient rainfall, the
state government says.

In Uttar Pradesh, the situ-
ation is even worse, with 69
out of T1 districts receiving
below-average rains in 2015,
according to the India Mete-
arological Department.

The negative effects have
pushed some farmers to
commit suicide, even as
state governments scramble
to ease the agrarian erisis.
More than 3,200 farmers in
Bundelkhand alone have
killed themselves in the past
five years, according to offi-
cial records. Crop losses and
worries over debt are the
main reasons. — Reuters
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Water supply stopped,
Capital toface crisis

Sonepat: The canal water supplyto Delhi through the Delhi
branch of West Yamuna Canal and Delhi Parallel Carrier
Channel was on Saturday stopped by lat protesters. Both
channels are having awatercarrying capacity of LOES
cusecs, which is released by removing the iron control panels
installed near Garhi Bindroli village in the district. The protes-
tors had even rooted out parts ofiron control panels. Accord-
ing to Irrigation Department officials, the stoppage of supply
will create drinking water crisis in many areas of Delhi. oo

i@

The Ambala Cantt railway station wears a deserted look.

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8737861?show=print
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Delhi moves SC over Munak Canal blocking
e Damini Nath

: With its water supply severely affected, Delhi moved the Supreme Court on Saturday night against the blocking of Munak Canal in Haryana
by Jat protestors.

The agitation for reservations in Haryana by the Jat community hit Delhi’s water supply when the protestors shut the gates at the inlet of the
carrier-lined channel, which brings water to Delhi. As a result, seven of the Delhi Jal Board’s treatment plants were shut, and supply to large
parts of the city hit.

“The Delhi Government has moved the Supreme Court seeking unhindered supply of water and other essentials. We have asked Home
Minister Rajnath Singh to intervene as well,” said DJB chairperson Kapil Mishra.

The petition was accepted, and will be likely heard on Sunday, said Mr. Mishra.

This isn’t the first time the Delhi Government has taken the legal route in such a situation. In 2011, when Jats were agitating for quotas in
Central jobs, the Supreme Court ordered the Uttar Pradesh and Haryana governments to ensure supply of water and essential commodities to
the Capital on a plea of the Delhi Government.

Mr. Mishra and Deputy CM Manish Sisodia met Mr. Singh and asked that the Army be sent to restore order at Munak, where protestors had
forcibly shut the gates. Delhi Chief Minster Arvind Kejriwal had spoken to his Haryana counterpart, Manohar Lal Khattar, and Mr. Singh
earlier in the day. However, the gates remained closed as of Saturday night.

The DJB will not be able to supply water past Sunday morning if the canal remains shut, Mr. Sisodia said.

Printable version | Feb 22, 2016 3:05:16 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/delhi-moves-sc-over-munak-canal-
blocking/article8265657.ece

© The Hindu
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Impending water crisis, if agitation continues - The Hindu

a HINDU

Published: February 22, 2016 00:00 IST | Updated: February 22, 2016 05:45 IST NEW DELHI, February 22, 2016

Impending water crisis, if agitation continues

e Damini Nath

Water from Munak Canal is supplied to large
parts of South, South-West, North-West Delhi

@ The carri- in2003;itwas | water saved by
er-lined channel meant to pre- switching from
Was commis- ventlossof raw | an unlined to a
?ﬁ;@d 'iu;?gl#. \m?'e which lined canal.

a was the case T T
dispute withthe | © Theomrt
with old kacha in Delhis
Haryana 19 cusecs canal favour, and the
was Capacity of = Okhla (20MGD),

L] Bawana
i TS | G

yana a
DelhiHigh Court | icagreements | (4OMGD) plants
that year over which could be

state would commissioned

& Work on the the 95 millions using Munak
102-km-long of gallons per Canal water in
canal started day (MGD) of 2015
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: Taps ran dry in large parts of the Capital on Saturday after protesters in Haryana forced shut the gates at the inlet of the Munak Canal — one
of the main sources of raw water to Delhi.

Members of the Jat community have been demanding reservation in Haryana, and their protests escalated into violence on Saturday. A bunch
of protestors had disrupted supply by blocking Munak Canal’s gates on Friday evening, but the local police had managed to open the gates
after a few hours. But, the protestors were back on Saturday and the gates were once again closed.

Supply through Munak Canal, which brings 719 cusecs of water to Delhi, remained disrupted through the day.

With raw supply being hit, seven of the Delhi Jal Board’s water treatment plants stopped production, leading to a severe lack of water in West,
North-West, Central, South and parts of North Delhi. Even residences of Members of Parliament in Lutyens’ Delhi faced water shortage. The
DJB said that of the 820 million gallons per day (MGD) of water produced by the nine treatment plants, only 240 MGD was produced on
Saturday.

With rationing of supplies on Saturday, the DJB managed to save some water and will be able to provide 60 per cent of Delhi with water on
Sunday.

However, if the situation is not resolved by the morning, Delhi will be in the middle of a full-blown crisis, said a senior DJB official.
“The extra water released by Haryana through the river source is unusable as the ammonia levels are too high.
If the supply through Munak Canal is not restored by Sunday morning, we will be in trouble,” said the official.

Meanwhile, DJB chairperson Kapil Mishra held an emergency meeting on Saturday, where it was decided to cancel the weekend leaves of
officers and ration supplies.

The evening supply was stopped and the morning supply was curtailed. The DJB’s tankers were redirected to the areas hit by the shortage.
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