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No Improvement In Water Quality Despite Spending 22,000cr Over 22 Years

Jayashree Nandi &
Neha Lalchandani | Tan

New Delhi: The city has spent
over Rs 2,000 crore on Yamuna
clean-up in the last 22 years.
This shocking revelation came
during a hearing in the Supre- .
me Court on Monday: Thereali-
tv becomes starker when you
consider recent and past data
that show no improvement in
water quality: total coliform,
or mostly human and animal
excreta, continues to be in
lakhs, and even crores, when
the standard is a maximum of
5,000 mpn/100 m! (most probab-
Jy number/100ml). Also, dissol-
vedoxygen(DO),amust for ma-
ny forms of life in the water,
continues to be negligible,
which reiterates thatit'sadead
river.

DO levels in March months
of 2002 and 2006 at Nizamuddin
and Palla were 0; in 2016, these
were 0.9 and 0.7, respectively.
Total coliform levels went upto
16 crorein Junelast year No Ya-
muna cleaning project has ma-
naged to bring a perceptible
difference to water quality
Apart from Yamuna Action
Plans on which the bulk of
funds were spent, the National
Green Tribunal, in its 2015
judgment, had ordered aug-
menting the functioning of se-
wage-treatment plants that are
running under capacity and
constructing 32 smaller STPs
in adecentralised manner.

“According to DJB, there
are 23 STP’s planned and exis-
ting as of today in Delhi....the
oxidation pond at Timarpur,
which was commissioned in
1947, is proposed to be closed.
There is an STP at Okhla,
which was commissioned in
1937, and four STP’s at Kondli
arelying closed duetoinadequ-
ate sewerage...the entire STP
infrastructure, if made fully -
functional. can be utilised to
support and aid implementa-
tion of the project.” NGT had

AFTER TWO DECADES, i1 Vil

CHILE RAISES A S

-TIRK

Dissolved oxygen (Mg/1)
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Standard: 4 (Minimum)

!
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» Dissolved oxygen (DO) is the level
of oxygen present in the water, an

1 organic matter in the water. Again
| Palia has the lowest BOD while

important parameter in assessing

water quality because it's necessary
for many forms of life, including
fish and plants. The fact that DO

Okhia has the highest
» Water quality even in polluted
Okhla improves post-monsoon
when BOD falls to 4 in August

is around 0 in Nizamuddin and
Okhla shows the river is dead.
DO levels are slightly better
at Palla where the river enters
the city. It also reflects that
Yamuna's water quality falls
dramatically within Delhi

» Biochemical oxygen demand

(BOD) is the amount of DO needed by
microorganisams for decomposing

2016 compared to 31 in July. The
monsoons help dilute
the pollutants
» Total coliform is just excreta
that ends up in the river
through untreated sewage. In
July 2016, Okhla had a TC of
16 crore against a standard of 5,000 (max)

Data: Central Poliution Control Board

said. There is no implementa-
tion of this order so far Delhi
Jal Board claims that it has the
capacity to treat 604 million
gallons per day of sewage, of
which it is treating about 75%.

Brij Gopal, former JNU
professor and member of
NGT's expert panel on Yamu-
na, said: “Nothing has moved.
Sewage is not even reaching
the STPs. If untreated sewage
isflowing down thedrain, what
do you expect? Plus there is no
flow in theriver”

Under phases ] and I of the
Yamuna Action Plan. laun-
ched in 1993, Rs 576.73 crore has
already been spent. Under
YAP-III, an additional Rs 1,600

crorehasbeenallocated, which
isyettobeused.

“Yamuna, like all of Delhi,
has suffered duetomultiplicity
of agencies. Crores were defl-
nitely allocated but the money
was used incoherently DJB
was doing something while the
corporations were doing so-
mething else. We are hopeful
now that the interceptor sewer
system, whenitiscompleted by
next year, will finally clean the
river,” said a senior govern-
ment official.

Experts also say that polici-
es to clean Yamuna have only
been STP-oriented when the
biggestissue is the fact that the
river hasno water or ecological

flow. SC, in a 1998 order; had di-
rected that 10 camecs of water
be released into the river thro-
ugh the year. Experts feel that
10 cumecs is inadeguate, but as
of noweventhatisnotbeingre-
leased. Following NGT’s 2015
judgment, about 10 cumecs is
being released at Hamikund,
but that reduces significantly
as it flows downstream. “The
only answer to this is to ensure
morewater isreleased. Sewage
treatment alone cannot ensure
unhindered flow” said Manoj
Mishra of Yamuna Jive Abhiy-
an, whohadmoved NGT on Ya-
muna pollution.

Meanwhile both Centre
and Delhigovernment havean-

nounced several cosmeticmea-
sures. For example, last year,
Centre launched a trash skim-
mer to clean the water surface
and announced a “proper”
chhat ghat. In an effort to deve-
lop the river front, Delhi go-
vernment started a Yamuna
Aarti and developed a ‘Naks-
hatra Vatika’ along the river
bed.

Union water minister Uma
Bharti had announced last ye-
ar that Lakhwar Vyasi Dam in
Uttarakhand would release
water in Yamuna during lean
season, which was contested
by environmental experts be-
cause the project is unlikely to
getenviroiumental clearance,
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Karnataka plans totap

’ ‘b.’7~.

~ KRS dam’s dead storage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Anticipating drinking water’

crisis in Bengaluru this sum-
mer, the Karnataka govern-
ment is putting in place a

contingency plan to draw -

water from the dead storage
of the Krishnaraja Sagar
(KRS) reservoir at an estim-
ated cost of ¥40 crore.

A high-level meeting of ir-
rigation officials discussed

the possibility of pumping

the dead storage of KRS, if . Bt ol e LT e e
Source of woiry: The Krishnaraja Sagar reservoir is the lifeline

the need arose, to meet
Bengaluru’s drinking water
needs. The reservoir is the
lifeline of Mysuru, Bengaluru
and the Mandya region. The

Bangalore Water Supply and .

Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
draws water from the KRS
for the city.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Water Resources Minis-
ter M.B. Patil said with the

of Mysuru, Bengaluru and Mandya.

present storage in KRS, the
water needs of Bengaluru
could bé. met up to May.
However, the authorities an-
ticipated a shortage in peak
summer. “Officials are con-
stantly monitoring the avail-
ability of water in KRS. They
are favouring utilisation of

N ‘May become mewtable to meet Bengalurus water needs’

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dead storage in case of emer-
gency,” -he said. The dead
storage is 4.4 tmcft in KRS.
On whether this was ad-
visable, Mr. Patil said: “We
are opposed to tapping dead
storage. However, consider-
ing the situation, it might be- |
come inevitable” : l
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Cauvery

' Tribunal gefs;“’é

newlhead \g

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI < " )

. The govem}nen‘t has ap-~,‘§ :

- pointed Justice Abhay Man-

. Cauvery Water Dlsputes

- Tribunal. He was nomin-.. :
- ated for the post-by Chief . :
"¢ JusticeJ.8.: Khehar.  The
post fell vacant following .. :

- -the resignation ‘of Justice
. 'Balbir Singh Chauhan.-. " .

- Last’ - December, the
Union- Cabinet -cleared -a

, proposal to set up a single,
permanent-] Tribunal to ad-

- judicate all inter-state river
* water disputes subsuming
" existing tribunals. This isto
speed up water sharing dis
putes-among :States. The

. ‘Centre has also proposed
- to float some ‘Benches to, :
L look mto dlsputes

ohar Sapre of the Supreme :
Court as chalrman of the -
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PONDS OF JALYUKTA SHIVAR SCHEME

Maharashtra farmers |

SHUBHANGIKHAPRE |
SOLAPUR (MAHARASHTRA)
'FEBRUARYZ"I' '

SANDWICHED BETWEEN Latur -
~ and Solapur districtson eastand’
and

west, -~ respectively, -
Karnataka to its ~south,
Osmanabad ~_ district, . in

Marathwada region of south-
central Maharashtra, was among’

the state’s worst drought-af-

fected districts notlong ago.. . -

“Deployment of water
- tankers ‘to tide-over water

scarcity used to begin from

- October,and the numbers would
increase with "each’-passing
month until july (whenthemon-

soons would arrive),” District

Collector Prashant Narnawre
said. “Today, thereis not asingle

water tanker in my district.”
In Osmanabad, as in several

. drought-prone districts, the solu- .-
) tionlayin rudimentary pond-dig-
" gmg]aymmNamdeoShnsatBS ‘
- a farmer in Padsali village in

i Mohol taluka of neighbouring -
. Solapur district figured it a year

ago, when he decided tobeat the
drought by digging a farm pond

1 on 1-acre land. Today, the Rs 7-
| lakhproject — part-government

']alyukta Shlvar S 1mpact'
on grape cultivationin -

Padsali v1llage )
(‘/ V% 4

. ﬁﬁaﬁce part-bankloan—can .

hold up to 1 crore litres of water,
giving a fresh lease of life to
Shirshat, who cultxvates grapes

. onbacres: .
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. The trend of commumty' .

. farm ponds s gaining ground in
* drought-prone districts across

western Maharashtra. And they
-are supported by the govern-

"ment’ 's Jalyukta Shivar Yojna —

or,wa
In the first phase 6200

" ‘most critical” villages — most of
“them in Marathwada and

Vidarbha — were shortlisted.

~ In‘Solapur's Upala village,
farmer Ganpatrao Zhendge said,
“The trend was to get borewells
until 2014. Now there is more
stress on water-conservation
works, including farm ponds.”
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'Pun] ab: Can’ { get
SYL land back ™

FROM PAGE1™ .-

on Wednesday by a Bench
headed . by Justice PC
Ghosh, reads. “A fuller con:

the alleged entitlement of the

_to  explore

‘applicant State of Haryana,
Lnonnpanan, is resolved. m
+accordance w1th law having -
' regardtothe drangedclrcmn
stances » the affidavit states,
. The Punjab Government
had on February 16 request—
ed_the Supreme Court to -
hear the -SYL canal -issue
after the announcement of
the Assembly poll Tesults -
‘on March 11. But in its’
. rejoinder affidavit, ﬁled to
_counter the Centre’ s sub-
~isgions,. the state had .
requested the top court to "
"direct the Centre to “imme-
. diately explore on the trans-
“fer of the Sarda waters 167
‘the Yamuna under the fea- ~
srblhty report prepared by *
the National Water Develop-
‘ment Agency” Pk
¥ 14 had pleaded that the
‘Centre be directed “io cre-
. ate storages over the Yamu-

pa to utilise water which is "

otherwise going waste and

sources for irrigating Yamu-
:na_Basin .areas, by "aug-
-menting the Yamuna flows
‘in Haryana partlcularly
from the river Sarda”. .
. The SAD-BJP government,

represented by senior coun-

- stitutional solutionfo the SYL:
canal is not possible unless ;

~ alternative,

: sel Ram Jethmalam, had
s«pleaded that the SYL issue

:be heard after the poll results
_on March’11. However, the
Bench had asked the Punjab
Government to file its affi-

'davit by February 20 and
 posted the matter for further

hearing on February 22.
" The -top court had in

L November 2016 declared
*the law passed by the Pun-

“jab Assembly terminating
the SYL canal water-shar-
~.ing agreement with neigh-
. bouring states as unconsti-
tutional. It had answered in
the negative all four ques-
““tions referred toitin a Pres-
+'idential Reference

A Constitution Bench had
on Novemberl0 ruled that
'Pun,]ab could not have tak-
‘ena “ynilateral” decision o
termmate the agreement

wrch Haryana HP,
Ra;asthan, ;- Jammu :and
- Kashmir, Delhi and Chandi-

garhon shanng of the Ravi-
"Beas river waters. On a plea
by the Haryana Govern-

- ment, the top court had on

‘November 30 last year
ordered a status quo on the
land acquired for the con-

- struction of canal’s stretch

in Punjab.and appointed
the Union Home Secretary,
Punjab’s Chief Secretary
and the DGP as receivers.

Last week, the top-court
had said the intérim order
would continue.
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Industalksset
‘toendPakchill

New Delhi keento restart dialogue

SIMRAN SODHI R PM, people present in the
TRISUNE NEWS SERVICE . - . meeting' told- The Tribune,
mzwnm.m, FEBRUARY 21° : ‘reca]led with pos1t1v1ty the
The India-Pakistan narrative :

is slowly edgmg back’ to a

,mp he made to Lahore in
_‘December 2015. :

state of normalcy, con51der- L “He also pom’oed out that the
ing the indications .coming * ‘attacks 'rookplace soon afteras
from some quarters. there were forces in Pakistan

After the acrimonious that did not want peace in the

exchange of words on the
Indus Water Treaty, sources
said a meeting was likely to
take place soon on the Per-
manent Indus Cofnmission.

region, But he also felt there
were positive forces in Pak-
istan. Modi spoke about the
_menace of terrorism and of
Pahstan role in it. But, he

Talks scheduled for the com- . also expressed optimism that
mission that were to be held  talks should resume and said
last year were suspended India was ready to compro-
after the Uri attacks. i} mise wherever India felt wasin
It is learnt that Prime Min- ~ its best interest: The PM,
ister Narendra Modi is keen . sourcessaid, wanted to extend
_ onrestarting thebilateraldia-  a hand of peace towards Pak-
logue. At a meeting the PM  istan, and cited the example
had last week with a visiting ~ where an international court
delegation from the UK, the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Indus waterta]ksqset to end Pak chJ]l

FROM PAGE1 .

. decided against Indla in a
.maritime -dispute
‘Bangladesh and India

‘accepted the verdict. The PM -

was referring to the verdict of
;the Permanent Court of Arbi-
; tration (PCA) dispute regard-
"ing .the delimitation of the
 maritime boundary between
‘India and Bangladesh that

was delivered in 2014. The
'tnbunal awarded

with"

-(SCO) this year when the
 meet is held in Astana, Kaza-

Bangladesh 19 467 sqkm of - are expected to travel fo
the 25,602 sq km sea area of  Astana for the SCO mieet.
the Bay of Bengal and India = Indications from both sides
abided by the verdict. * are this will serve as an ideal

India and Pakistan are all - opportunity for the two lead-

set to become permanent
members of the Shanghai
Cooperation - ‘Organization

khstan,in June. . . )
Both Modi and Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif

ers to meet on the sidelines
-and break the ice. But some
groundwork needs to be

" done before that-and the

Indus . Water Commission
meetand the PM’s own com-

- ments are the first steps in
" thatdirection. .

B
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SYLagain 7.

- Court, not the fields, should be the battleground

ing community of Haryana seems JPrepared to go to any

extent to.cause trouble, whether or'not it has a potential to

. deliver on the SYL canal. The issue has become inextricably vexed

. with Punjab having dug enough pitfalls to keep the matter going

. in courts for years to come. Part of the land acquired for the canal
, in Punjab has even been returned to the original owners. No party,

however, wants to let go an. opportunity to burnish its credentials

! over the matter, its stand depending on which side of the inter-

 state border it is speaking, - b

. Om Prakash Chautala has given a call to Haryana farmers to

r l YHE INLD in its desperation to maintain a hold over the farm.

start digging the canal on the Punjab side on February 23, a day
: after the hearing on the matter in the Supreme Court. Other than

stoke enmity between people of Haryana and Punjab, his antics can
+ serve no other purpose. If he believes something can be done out-
_ side the judicial process, he could have taken any action while he
. was the Chief Minister, True to form, Punjab leaders; both Congress
and SAD, have responded with matching statements of prepared-
hess to defend the state's interest. What they should be doing

instead is work out a tenable defence of Punjab’s claim on the basis
“of change in the quantity of water available, eurrent requirements,
and flaws in the original awards. T -
. The Punjab Termination of Agreements Act, 2004, which Punjab
. leaders keep harping on hasalreadybeen invalidated by the Supreme
’ Court, Working up passions on either side can only lead to further law
~and order complications, if not violence. Capt Amarinder Singh
| invoking the ghost of “terrorism” at every twist and turn of the case

“does no good to the cause. While Chautala’s parole conditions need to

3
- Covering L., YIS
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