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‘aftertherecord-breakin,

Rain adds to special
Sunday feel in city

- Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Even the weather
conspired to make Sunday
special for Delhiites, Minutes
gyoga
show at Rajpath, the heavens
opened up in capital,
ending days of high heat and
humidity.

There's more wet weather
in store this week and the Met

office said the monsoon could

alsohnmecapltalmfourcrf'we
days—severaldaysahead of its
normal date, The morning rain
set the stagefor pleasant weath-
er through the day, with the
maximum temperature at 34.4
degrees Celsius, five notches
below Saturday’s mark and
fourbelow normal.

However, notall was pleas-

- WET AHEAD

» Mure wet weather in
store. Met office says
monsoon expected to hit
capital in 4-5 days

ant in the city The rain —
6.8mm recorded till 5.30pm at
Safdarjung and 2.6mm at Pa-
lam — brought the usual prob-
lems of waterlogging onsever-
al stretches while a portion of
theroad atITO caved in.

»Water world, P 6
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Rehef from heat, but

bmnﬂnued fromP1

e showers varied from

light to moderate at dif-

ferent parts of the city;
preceded by gusts which
brought down several tempo-
rary structures put up at Raj-
path for the yoga event. To-
wards to fag end of the
International Yoga Day cele-
brations, the sky had started
becoming dark and cloudy. The
rains started around 9.45am.
Within minutes, the drizzle

turned intoa heavy shower.

| For almost two hours after
many areas of the city with

‘turns water world

Photos: Plyal Bhattacharjes

SPLASH OF JOY: Sunday showers
were quite a relief for Delhiites but

southand central Delhi getting it led to waterlogging too
fairly heavy showers till noon. 3

“By early afternoon, the had dug up the area to get ac-
weather was extremely pleas- cess to a storm water drain in
ant. It was a Sunday and the ordertopushoutthewaterthat
weather was such we decided had accumulated outside the

to spend the day outdoors,”

Metrostation.

said Niharika Mittal, a resi- A cave-in was also reported
dentof Noida. near Rajghat, but it did not af-
Delhiites have further rea- fect the traffic for long as re-
son to cheer as the Met office pairsstarted immediately after
said the coming week will see the PWD was informed.
similar weather “On Monday, Several roads in south and
the forecast is of cloudy sky Lutyens’ Delhi were filled with
with thunderstorms in some water. At Ashram Chowk, wa-
areas. The temperature will be terlogging was reported under-
in the range of 36 to 25 de- neath theflyover. “Thereiscon-
grees,” said a Met official. taken thereafter. An apparent struction work going on here.
According the IMD web- cave in was reported at the Ba- Themadgomgtowmﬂlezam
site,allof the comingweekwill  hadurShahZafarMargandthe muddin is extremely narrow
have a generally cloudy sky RingRoad. and wa just made it
with possibility of rain or A threefoot wide hole worse,”said Akash,astudent.
thunderstorm. sprung up outside the ITO Met- Adchini, Nelson Mandella
The pre-monsoon showers rostationontheBahadurShah road (near Munirka), Mool-
quickly exposed the author- Zafar Marg which led the traf-  chand, Moti Bagh, Jhandewa-
ities lack of monsoon prepa- fie police to close one carriage-  lanand Asaf Ali Road too were
redness, with waterloggingre- ~ ways going towards the Delhi  submerged in water Those
ported on several arterial Gate for nearly thred hours. travelling to Gurgaon via Meh-
roads. The trafficpolicehadal- During which the vehicles rauli were stuck in traffic jam,
ready warned the civic bodies were diverted through the though for a short duration,
aboutthespots that wereprone  Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg. due to waterlogging near Ad-
toflooding, butno actions were Metroofficialssaythatthey  chiniand Andheria Mor.
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Monsoon advances . date with
Delhi, more showers expected

PRE-MONSOON RAIN Full monsoon showers expected in coming 3-4 days, temperature drops

HT Correspondent
® htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A western distur-
‘bance has hastened monsoon’s
‘advent into the city with pre-
‘monsoon showers hitting Delhi
‘on Sunday morning.

~ According to the weather-
man, the monsoon rains are

r expected to hit the city within
' the coming 3-4 days.

“The southwest monsoon
has further advanced into some
more parts of Chhattlsgarh
remaining parts of Odisha
and West Bengal and some

parts of Jharkhand. Conditions
are favourable for further
advance of southwest mon-

soon into remaining parts of

north Arabian sea, Gujarat,
hand,

Chhattisgarh, Jh
entire Bihar, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, most parts of
Madhya Pradesh and some
parts of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi
and Rajasthan during next 3-4

u Suffering sultry weather in the city, people enjoyed the showers on

Sunday morning.

of the interaction between the
westerlies and moisture-laden

ARUN SHARMA/HT PHOTOS

The city is expected to get
scanty rainfall on Monday,

days,” said a bulletin issued by  monsoon winds. fairly widespread rainfall on
the Met department. The maximum temperature Tuesday and widespread rainon
The city recorded 6.8mm of was recorded at 34.4 degrees  Wednesday and Thursday. Delhi,
rain at the Safdarjung observ-  Celsius, four degrees below  in fact, may see heavy rain on
atory, which is the official normal The humidity, however, both Wednesday and Thursday,
- reading for Delhi. Other sta-  was recorded between 92% and On Monday, the maximum
 tions, however, recorded much ~ 59%, making the day sultryand  temperature is expected to be
higher rainfall. At the Ridge uncomfortable, The minimum between 36 degrees Celsius and
observatory 71 mm of rain temperature was recorded at 25 degrees Celsius.
‘was recorded while at the Delhi ~ 28.5 degrees Celsius. The rain also brought along
University observatory the fig- According to the weather-  with it 34 complaints of water
ure was 67mm. Pitampuraand man, the city will receiverain  logging and 5 of trees falling,

v

Alkshardham also saw heavy forthe comingfourdaysaswell. Parts of two buildings also
rain. The maximum temperature is  collapsed in east Delhi but
Sunday’s rain was because expected to be below normal, no one was reported injured.
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MUMBAL: India’s financial cap-
ital, Mumbai, came to a
standstill on Friday as un-
- precedented heavy torrential
rain, measuring close to 300
mm over 24 hours, paralysed
the city’s transport and tele-
communication = services,
leaving thousands of people
marooned and disrupting
business.

The heavy downpour over-
night and throughout the day
severely affected life. Arterial
roads, highways and low-ly-
Ing areas were water-logged.
Internet and electricity ser-
vices were hit in several
areas.

The city’s lifeline — subur-
ban trains which ferry 75

" lakh people daily, roughly
one-third of the total number

of passengers of the Railways

a day — was the worst affect-
ed as all three lines were out
of service due to waterlog-
ging. Bus and other transport
services came to a halt, while
several long-haul trains and
flights were rescheduled,

Ajoy Mehta, Commission-

_er, Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation (BMC), said the
city had received roughly “10
per cent of the total [mon-
soon] rainfall over Jjust 24
hours?”, '

The BMC said two persons
were electrocuted at Sion,

People who dared to ven-
“ture out had to wade through
knee-deep or even waist-
deep water. In severely hit ar-
eas, people even used hoats to
commute,

Schools remained shut,
while the University of Mum-
bai announced that many of

its examinations would be

postponed or cancelled. The

-

bre

A vehicle stuck in floodwaters after the heavy rain in Mumbai pn Friday.

Bombay High Court was
closed for the day,

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis monitored the sit-
uation from the BMC’s disas-
ter control room and advised
people to stay away from the
seaside and not venture out
of homeunless absolutely
necessary. It could prove to
be fatal, he warned.

The Corporation alerted
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force, the Army and
the Navy. The Nayy posted

Covering L., YIS

0

rescue teams across Mumbai
and kept divers, inflatable
boats and rescue helicopters
on standby.
BMC under fire

The BMC, jointly run by
the Shiv Sena and the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, came un-
der severe criticism for the
waterlogging and unprepa-
redness to face the monsoon.
Mr. Mehta said the situation

had  worsened as  some

pumps were not functional,
but the civic body had re-
placed them. As many as 120
suction pumps were used to
drain out water from low-ly-
Ing areas.

Before the onset of the
monsoon, the civic body, one

of the richest in the country,:
had claimed that all nullahs

in the city had been de-silted.
It had proposed a Rs. 200-
crore, de-silting programme

and assured citizens of no

water-logging = during the

monsoon, . i
‘Embarrassment’

Calling it an “embarrass-
ment” that the country’s top
city had to come to a stand-

still at the start of the rains, _

Leader of the Opposition in
the Legislative Council Dha-
nanjay Munde sought an in-
vestigation by the

= PHOTO: PTI

wn under a torrent of rain

Hw

Anti-Corruption Bureau into
the mishandling of funds for
the nullah-cleaning scheme,

Trying to rein in criticism,
Shiv Sena chief Uddhay
Thackeray said the Corpora-
tion should not be held solely
responsible for the situation.
He suggested that a single
civic agency handled civic af-
fairs, and refrained from
holding  responsible  the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion Development Authority,
headed by Mr, Fadnavis,

There seems 'to be no let-
up in the rain as the Meteor-
ological Department has
forecast more rain over the
next couple of days,

FEYRT
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DELUGE DERAILS LIFEIN MUMBAI

TWO ELECTROCUTEDIN UNPRECEDENTEDRAINFALL HIGHCOURT SCHOOLS&COLLEGESSHUT H|GHT|DEALERTISSUED

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, 19 June

Incessant heavy torrential
rain battered Mumbai
and neighbouring Thane
and Navi Mumbai since
late Thursday night
wreaking havoc that
revived ten year old scary
memories of 26 July 2005
when the commercial cap-
ital suffered the worst
ever deluge in its history.
The downpour brought
the city's normal life toa
complete halt as train,
air and vehicular traffic
collapsed. And so did the
helpless civic adminis-
tration which boasted of
being well prepared to
tackle the monsoon fury
barely a fortnight ago.
Accordingto an official
of BrihanmumbaiMunic-
ipal Corporation (BMC)
disaster management
unit, a five-year-old boy
and a 60-year-old woman
were electrocuted at
Wadala in central Mum-
bai. With the local Weath-
er Bureau's forecast of

more heavyrain over the
next24to36hoursthecity of the communication suburban train sections heriand Churchgateafter tookstockof thesituation been quite professional.  bur and Andheri.
may stay shut on Satur- system which innormal --Western, “entral and 4:30intheafternoon.The at the disaster manage- The MCGM commissioner The city and subur
day. The state govern- times is hailed as the harbour Railways—that CentralRailwaygavepri- mentcontrolroomatthe MrAjoy Mehtahasasked received an average :
ment has orderedschools  most efficient. carry nearly 7.5 million ority tooutstationtrains  municipal corporation of privateschoolstodeclare mmrainfall inless that
and colleges to declare Expertssay theexces- commuters daily were which started departing greater Mumbai too Saturdayholiday He, like hours until 6 pm today.
holiday on Saturday in sivefloodinginlargeparts suspended early morn- the Chattrapati Shivaji appealedtotheresidents Mr Fadnavis, claimed the 26 July 2005, Mumbaiw
view of the Indian Mete- of Mumbai and its sub- ing due to flooding of Terminum(erstwhileVic- nottomoveoutandheed civicbodyhasbeenupto deluged under 944 n
orological Department's urbs was on account of tracks. toriaTerminus)lateafter- the warning issued by thetask given thetrying downpour
freshadvisoryaskingnot  high tide concurring with For nearly ten hours noon. Both WR and CR  the Indian Meteorological ¢ircumstances under Dadar in the heart
toventreout becausethe downpour, The Chief Jus-  thousands od commuiters said thatthey wouldrun = Department. which the disaster man- the city today receiv
rain islikelytointensify tice Mr Mohit Shah whotriedto defytherain skeletal services toavoid Although the MCGM agement staff worked. the maximum 550 n
further causing flooding  declared official holiday fury and ventured out damage of therakes.(A managementcameinfor The civic body has rainfall. Comparedtos
of low-lying areas in the at Bombay High Court. were stranded at subur- rakeis12-coachsuburban bitter criticism for not deployed 176 pumps to urbs the Island City
city and suburbs. The attendance inbanks, banstations. Theairtraf- train). It is unlikely that  risinguptothe taskof con- drain out water fromflood- Mumbai reported me
Friday toowasanunde- government offices and  fic too was affected due to the city would return to  trollingdelugeinalarge edareas. %Eyram According
clared holiday for stu- commercialmarketswas poor visibility. Thetrains nNormallifebeforeMonday  partsof thecity and su The worstdﬂ'ectedwere M, elite MalabarF
dents and office-goers poor ,about 20 per cent started plying albeitat cau- The chief minister Mr  urbs, the chief minister ~Dadar, Lalbaug, Parel, andWalkeshwarrece
cause of total collapse Sej n tious speed betwe Devendra Fadna\us who said the civic body has Matunga, Kurla , Chem-

addaan s ol o o

in excess of 400mm ra
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~ Claudia wu_anciq@-

| 7ater scarcity continues to in-

/ crease around the world. Ac-
¥ Y cording to the United Nations
some 700 million people in 43 coun-.

tries suffer this acute shortage cai

by overexploitation of water resources

and the irrigation of agricu tural
lands to enhance production when
rainfall isscarce.

In 2006 the United Nations an-
nounced its International Decade for
Action ‘Water for Life’ 2005-2015. The
UN predicts that 1.8 billion people will
beliving in countries or regions with
“absolute water scareity” by the year
2025. The challenge they identified is
for the distribution of water resources
in a responsible way, because almost
half the world’s population will be liv-
ing in areas of. high water stress by
2030, including between 75 million and
250 million people in Africa.

But a few years before the publi-
cation of the 2006 Human Develop-
ment Report by the United Nations
Development Program and of the re-
port “Coping with Water Scarcity;
Challenge of the Twenty-First Cen-
tury. UN-Water”, by the FAQ in 2007,
aMexican scientist Sergio Jestis Rico

" Velasco from the Instituto Pelitécni-
founded the company “Silos de Agua”

Slowly butsteadily the niews of his
invention reached the world, opening
anew window of hope for many coun-
sia, India, Ivory Coast, Colombia,
Spain, Portugal, Chile, Peru and, of
course Mexico; which began to ex-

_ periment with the new product to ease
water shortages for agriculture. In
2012 Rico Velasco was nominated for

e =W

lid Rain

the World Water Prize. The magic of

“solid rain”, a compound based on
potassium acrylate, is that it can store
300 times, even 500 times its own
weight in water without causing any
harm to the environment, nor trig-
gering toxic chemical reactions re-
gardless of the type of soil substrate.

The product looks like a white pow-
der sugar but is made of ultra-ab-
sorbent potassium polyacrylate which
Rieo Velasco and other scientists call
“water silos”,

So as an alternative to reducing
water resources, this produect stores
rainwater and has the advantage that
it can be kept anywhere, even in
burlap sacks because the rain water
molecules adhere to the potassium
polyacrylate, which allows the gela-
tinization of the rain in the agricul-
tural fields.

How does it work? Solid Rain en-
capsulates and disperses water dur-

ing its lifetime, ranging from 8 to 10
vears, it helps to aerate the soil, and
permits agriculture in extreme cli-
mates and places with poor soil con-
ditions. The ideal usage proportion

is four "silos”, each one containing

the equivalent of one litre of water.

The comparative cost is minimal be-
cause the "powder" sufficient for one
hectare has a price tag of around one
thousand dollars.

Rico Velasco explained that this
technology can be used in all kinds of
soil substrates and with all kinds of
plants because it produces no chem-

ical reactions with pesticides nor fer-.

tilizers because “it’s just water” and
it does not generate pollution.

The Solid Rain can regularly pro-
vide enough water to plants over a pe-
riod of ten years maximum, while

‘avoiding water stress and evapora-
“tion. Moreover, the solid rain parti-

cles can be rehydrated with each agri-
cultural eycle. How is it used? Farm-
ers need to take a spoon and mix 20
grams of Solid Rain with one liter of
water, then mix it into the soil. Then

plant theirs seeds and mix it in with

Accordingto Solid Rain Corpora-
mng‘;l:ius San Dw@ﬂﬂalfﬁmthe
product ole of saving between
on the climate and soil conditions and

{from 30 to 50 percent of water usage

i sreentouss
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6th phase of extinction, -
man among walking dead

3

rose troup buchanan

THE PLANET is entering a new
period of extinction with top
scientists warning that species
all over the world are “essential-
Iy the walking dead”, including
our Owr1.

The report, authored by
scientists at Stanford, Princeton
and Berkeley universities, found

that vertebrates were vanishing  years to recover and our species The research, which cites cli-
at a rate 114 times faster than itself would likely disappear mate change, pollution and
normal. In the damning report,  early on”. deforestation as causes for the
published in the Science The researchers examined his-  rapid change, notes that a
Advances journal, researchers toric rates of extinction for verte-  knock-on effect of the loss of
note that the last time a similar  brates, finding that since 1900 entire ecosystems could be dire.
event occurred was 65 million ~ more than 400 vertebrates have As our ecosystems unravel,
years ago, when dinosaurs dis-  disappeared ~ an extinction the Centre for Biological
appeared, most probably as a rate 100 times higher than in Diversity has noted, we could

result of an asteroid. “We are

now entering the sixth great ods. “There are examples of individual species extinction ulti-

mass extinction event,” one of  species all over the world that mately fuels more losses.

the authors of the paper said. are essentially the walking The report does note that
Gerardo Ceballos, lead dead,” said Stanford University averting this loss is “still possible

author of the paper, added, “Ifit ~ professor Paul Ehrlich. He through intensified conservation

is allowed to continue, life added, “We are sawing off the effects,” but that window of

would take many millions of limb that we are sitting on.” opportunity is rapid closing.

Covering L., YIS

other ~ non-extinction ~ peri-

face a “snowball” effect whereby

10

6/22



News item/letter/article/editorial published on (Z@é’-- .ﬁ/ﬁt{ 990/5 in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express

Tribune A~

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
¢Deccan Chronicle

M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of Indiz (A)

Deccan Herald

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath{Enaglish)& Publicity Section, CWC.

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE 20
One person was swept away

Chamba district as the first
some parts of the state. Five
houses were destroyed and
20 damaged while heavy
damage was caused to crops
and roads.

A cloudburst occurred in
Sahu, Kidi and Atulai vil-
lages in Chamba district and
one person was washed
away in Atulai village. Hous-
es were destroyed and crops
and roads damaged in the
district, Deputy Commis-
sioner M Sudha Devi said,

Main roads were restored
while link roads would be
restored by, tomorrow, she
said. Interim relief was pro-
vided to the affected, she
added. The deceased was
identified as Raj Kumar, a
resident of Dehra in the
Sahu area of the district. An
amount of Rs 10,000 was
sanctioned as immediate

3
Covering L., YIS

following a cloudburst in -

re-monsoon sho
Chamba; one washed away

Rain to continue for six days Ao~

The local meteorological office # T{‘W
predicted rain and thundershowers
throughout the state for the next six
days and heavy rain or thunderstorms

at isolated places in the mid-hills and
iower hills on June 22 and 23.

relief to the next of kin of
the deceased.

Widespread pre-monsoon
showers lashed the region
while some parts of the state
experienced heavy rain,
indicating that the arrival of
the monsoon would be on
time, said Manmohan
Singh, Director of the local
meteorological station.

A heavy  downpour

‘occurred at Gohar in Mandi
district, which received 110

mm of rain. Gaggal in Kan-

grareceived 76 mm rain and

Sangrah and Mehre 71 mm

each, disrupting normal life.

Solan, Dharampur and
Kumarsein in Solan district
received 63 mm, 61 mm and
60 mm of rain, respectively.
Mashobra near Shimla

received 57 mm rain, fol-
lowed by Paonta Sahib (50
mm), Aghar (47 mm), Nahan
(43 mm), Hamirpur and Man-
di (40 mm), Shimla and Arki

'(37mmjandUna(36 mm).

The normal date of the
arrival of monsoon in Shimla
‘was June 29, said Manmohan

Singh. Last year, itarrivedon
- July3 andits arrival this time

might be advanced by a day
or two as pre-monsoon rain
W&mntmue till monsoon

The loca.l meteorological ;

office predicted rain and
thundershowers throughout
the state for the next six
days and heavy rain or thun-
derstorms at isolated places
in the mid-hills and lower
‘hills on June 22 and 23.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

kRhErhERk

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

&

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

( §)C6:ﬁ‘{am 06 ﬂﬂls

Assistant Director (\aubhmty)
Encl: As stated above. ,r 07

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &viember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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