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» People perform last rites on a roof at Manikarnika Ghat in Varanasi Heavy rain in Madhya

on Sunday. ADARSH GUPTA/HT  Pradesh claimed 15 lives,
even as the Met depart-

ment predicted less rain
in the coming days. (M
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Sunday assured help for 2
those affected. In Bihar,
rising level of the Ganga
created a flood-like situa-
tion. The level is likely to
go up after the release of
water from Bansagar dam.
Around 15,000 people were
shifted to relief camps.

In Varanasi, flood water
submerged two cremation
ghats, Manikarmnika and
Harishchandra, forcing peo-
ple to perform last rites in

security persons during his visit to Panna district on Sunday. ptipHoTo  nearby lanes and on roofs.
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7 killed as heavy rains lash

HT Correspondents
letters®hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR/BHOPAL: Heavy rainfail
lashed many parts of northern
India over the last 72 hours, Kill-
ing 28 people in Madhya Pradesh
and nine in Rajasthan.

A house collapsed at
Rahatgarh in Madhya Pradesh’s
Sagar district on Friday night,
burying alive seven members
of a family and injuring three.
While house owner Mehtab
Silawat was injured in the
incident, the rest of the family
~ comprising his wife, daugh-
ter, three sons, son-in-law and
eranddaughter - perished. Local
residents helped police retrieve
the bodies from the rubble.

Three others were killed
the same day, when a car was
washed away at Buxwaha town
in Chattarpur According to police,
the incident occurred while the car
was trying to cross a flooded cul-
vert. Three of the sixX passengers
reportedly swam to safety, but the
others drowned. Two bodies have
been recovered, said Buxwaha
town inspector SP Sisodia.

In another incident, a three-
storeyed building collapsed at
Maihar town in Madhya Pradesh’s
rain-ravaged Satna district on
Saturday morning — kiling two.
Though six people have been
rescued, many others were still
feared trapped in the rubble.

The deceased were identified as
40-year-old Babloo Martin, a dis-
trict-level cricketer; and 50-year-old
Rani Gupta. As police personnel
were not immediately available,
local residents had to rush to the
rescue of the trapped people.

Sixteen additional casualties
were reported from other districts
during this period, information
for which is still being collated.
However, the state government
has confirmed only 15 deaths -
marking the rest as ‘missing’.
The situation was similar in
Rajasthan, with nine casualties
being reported from Baran district
alone. Choppers and boats were
used to rescue around 40 people
stranded in flooded localities.

Baran district collector Dr SP
Singh said the areas under his
jurisdiction received around 200
mm of rainfall, causing rivers to
overflow and flood adjoining areas.

Rescue teams comprising
army personnel, the Rajasthan
Armed Constabulary and local
residents were deployed to res-
cue stranded people.
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s People attempt to rescue 40-year-old Babloo Martin from the debris of a collapsed building in Madhya
Pradesh on Saturday morning. Martin, however, did not survive.

(Ganga in spate, Patna
braces for the worst

Binod Dubey and Prasun Mishra

® léﬂéré@ﬁiﬁﬁusiantimes.com

PATNA/SASARAM: Bihar’s capital
Patna is facing the gravest of
flood threats since 1975, with
the rising Ganga river entering
parts of the city.

The district administration
has sounded an alert for people
living on the edge of the city’s
northern embankment of Ganga
and the protective embankment
against Punpun in Pahari areas
to Patna’s south.

Water has entered central
Patna at LCT Ghat and Gandhi
Ghat, even as CM Nitish Kumar
ordered the water resources
department to take protective
measures.

WRD officials said reinforc-
ing of an anti-flood protective
wall would need more time and
money. They said trucks of sand
and boulders had been placed
at critical points but time was a
crucial factor in the fight to stop
the Ganga.

Officials said a sudden dis-
charge from the Bansagar res-
ervoir in Madhya Pradesh has
flooded the Sone river entering
Bihar in Rohtas district, some 200
kms south of the capital.

O1ficials said the Ganga 1s

NECK DEEP

» Patna is a saucer like
geographical area ringed
by Ganga, Sone, Gandak
and Punpun rivers

= The 11 lakh cusec water
discharged from Bansagar
in Chhattisgarh is to
reach Patna by Sunday
evening through Sone,
even as an estimated 12
lakh cusec water from
Rihand is expected to
arrive in next two days

= Heavy precipitation in
Uttarakhand and Nepal is
expected to discharge
massive volume of water
into Ganga. This could, in
turn, inundate Patna

poised to break the highest
watermark level of 50.7 metres
registered in 1994 as it was tlow-
ing just 7 cms below that mark.

Meanwhile, waters have begun
entering the posh Pataliputra
colony, forcing patients admitted
to Sahyog Hospital to evacuate.

Two columns of the state dis-
aster relief force and one from
the National Disaster Response
Force have been deployed for
evacuation.
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14 dead in UP as

houses collapse
under heavy rain

HT Correspondent
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LUCKNOW: As many as 14 people
died in Uttar Pradesh in the past
24 hours as houses collapsed
under heavy rainfall and vari-
ous areas witnessed flooding.

The normally arid
Bundelkhand region and other
districts located on the banks
of the Ganga were staring at a
flood threat. Different regions in
Allahabad, Varanasi, Ghazipur
and Ballia districts were flooded
as the Ganga flowed above the
danger mark.

Irrigation department officials
said the Ganga had touched the
danger level in Farrukhabad
and Mirzapur districts while
the river Ken was flowing above
danger level in Banda district.
The Yamuna was flowing near
the danger level in Mathura and
river Sharda had crossed the dan-
ger mark in Lakhimpur Kheri.

Principal secretary (irrigation)
Suresh Chandra said, “All the dis-
trict magistrates have been direct-
ed to remain alert and maintain
vigil on the embankments. The
irrigation department engineers
have been directed to repair the
embankments eroded by rivers.”
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[AF drops food packets,
medicines in flooded areas

JAIPUR/NEW DELHI: As
many as 23 people were
killed on Saturday in rain-
related incidents in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan,
even as rivers continued to
be in spate in Bihar.

Fifteen deaths were report-
ed in Madhya Pradesh since
Friday evening as the Met de-
partment predicted more
showers and sounded heavy
downpour alert for some dis-
tricts on Sunday.

Three Indian Air Force air-
craft dropped food packets and
medicines in flooded areas of
Rewa district, District Collector
Rahul Jain said.

Seven people, including a
woman and four minors, were
killed and three others injured
when a house collapsed early
on Saturdayin Rahatgarh area
of Sagar district.

‘Two people, including an old
woman, were also killed and
seven injured when a newly
constructed building collapsed
amid incessant rain at Maihar
in Satna district. A jeep carry-
INg two persons was swept
away in the swollen Betwa river
as 1t tried to cross a bridge in
Raisen district.

InRajasthan’s Baran district,
B

Situation grimin
Uttar Pradesh

The overall flood situation
in Uttar Pradesh worsened
with the waters from the
overflowing rivers, includ-
ing the GGanges, entering
the residential areas in sev-
eral major cities and
towns. This led to the dis-
placement of thousands of
residents, reports DHNS
from Lucknow.

eight people were killed in rain-
related mishaps and a wall col-
lapse incident in Phool Baroda
village on Saturday. |

As many as 35 people were
airlifted as heavy rain created
a flood-like situation in Baran,
which recorded 300 mm rain-
fall. Floodgates of the Lhasi
Dam near Chhipa Barod in the
district had to be opened as the
water level was crossing the
danger mark.

Several villages have been in-
undated with water entering
buildings, houses and a private
power plant in Baran. Several
villagers in Soni and Kheri
WEre seen sitting atop trees
awaiting help, amid gushing
flood waters.

23 killed as heavy’” rain hits MP, Rajasthan
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MONSOON FURY: (1) People in Patna shift to a safer place after their houses were submerged; (2)Residents move out of a
flooded house in Allahabad; (3) An inundated road in Rewa, Madhya Pradesh, on Saturday. pti

According to Defence
spokesperson Lt Col Manish
Ojha, “Many villagers had
climbed trees amid gushing
waters and were waiting for

help. A MI-17 V5 helicopter
from the Air Force station in
Phalodi rescued 24 people

from seven different locations.
However, the rescue opera-

tions are still on, according to
the latest update .

Since Friday night, Baran
and nearby areas have been
witnessing heavy rain.

The rising water level of
Ganga affected all the districts
situated along the banks of the
river in Bihar.

DHNS/PTI
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Rivers continue to flow in spate in Blhar IAF alrcraft drop food packets medlcmes in flooded areas

NEW DEI.HI Heavy rain in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Ralasthan and
Uttarakhand . since Friday

claimed 27 11”“"_3, even as riv-

ers cont i 10 be in spate
in Bihar, e #

Fifteen denths

were re-

ported in Madhya Pradesh

since Friday evening as the
Met department predicted
more showers and sounded

heavy downpour alert for

some districts on Sunday.
Three Indian Air Force air-

craft dropped food packets

and medicines in flooded ar-
eas of Rewa*dlstrlct Collec—

.4 5- pfour Imnors

ed i in Rahatgarh area
of Sagar district on Saturday.
Two people, including an
old woman, were also killed
and seven others were in-

jured when a newly-con-

structed building collapsed
due to incessant rains at Mai-
har inSatna district. A jeep

carrying two persons was

swept away in the swollen

I - | three others _

r

submerged in floods near Maner in Patna dlstnct on Saturday. — PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR

"'x

Betwa river as it attempted to-”'_‘
cross a bridge in Ra1sen dis-.
~ trict. Three bodies were re-’
covered from a nullah on Sat- |

urday in Chhattarpur
dlStl‘lCt The v1c:t1ms were

'travellmg in a"car that was
washed away off a bridge on
the flooded nullah on Frlcla

In Rajasthan, five people

 were killed when their house
collapsed in Phool Baroda?.,'

village in Baran district due

. to incessant rains since Sat-
“urday morning that created a

~ flood-like situation in several
parts of the State. |

Several pe0ple are feared

stranded in Chabra, Chipa-
barode, Kawai, Harnava-

“dashahaji areas as the Par-

van, Parwati, Ujjad and other
rivers are overflowing after
the rains. |

Seven of family killed

- Sevenmembers of a famlly
were killed when their house
was razed to the ground by

huge boulders that rolled

down the hill following a
“cloudburst in Pauri district

of Uttarakhand on Saturday.

The Army was called in to
the flood-affected areas of
~“ Baran district as senior offi-
~ cials also rushed to the spot.

At least 24 people were air-

llfted in Baran district and

- nearby areéas. Several villag-

12 esremained inundated after
FI.OOD FURY Vlllagers move to safety carrying bare essentlals ona boat after thelr hamlet was

entered buildings,
houses and a private power
plant in Baran.

Meanwhile, two vyouths
were reportedly swept away
by strong currents in the Ba-
Japura Dam near Chipaba-
" rode town of Baran district.

- However, one of thém ‘Was

rescued later — PTI
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 21 o L B
The Ganga today crossed the AETEVYNETY o . B _ . -
danger mark in West Bengal, S A A SN SN S - — .
Bihar and neighbouring dis- | % The Ganga and six oth- |7The districts that are wit- 1 Thirty-eight persons . | | | | | T
tricts of UP where the Yamu- er rivers have been -~ nessing flood-ike situa- | marooned in flood- o - -. | | T
flowing above danger | tion included Patna, affected Baranand L R i
: - ‘markin Patna, Bha- - | Vaishali, Buxar, Bhojpur, | Pratapgarh districts of - ot R
héavy rainfall has crealed & 1 gaipuy Khogara, Kot | Saran, Begusaral, | Rajasthanwereaifc L TS e § WMWY
- . har, Siwan, Bhojpur, | Samastipur, Lakhisarai, | edinajointoperation " 00 6 hess ol PR S ool

parts of Rajasthan, where siX | Buyarand Hajipur dis- | Khagaria, Munger, Bha- | oftheNDRFAmy,
persons have died so far. " frictsofBihar | galpurandKatihar - ! RAFandAirforce . i
However, the weather Was | . oo oisii e bt L S T
hot and dry in Dethi, Punjab ¢ = = ‘ T e T - g™ . R
In Bihar, the National and Gt ' - b S i o QLB R B B B T
State Disaster Response o
Force hasbeendeployedand | =
the Army puton alertasthe | _ _ BNk
rising water level of the Gan- | : ow
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situation in all districts situ- e e it Sh < Jo TR e i S e, BT e R e
ated along its banks. o . S e o URNe N i
rivers were flowing above | e ikl e U e SRR RS T RS VRS T e
danger mark in Patna, Bha-
galpur, Khagaria, Katihar,
Siwan, Bhojpur, Buxar and
Hajipur districts, a disaster
management department
statement said.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish M el TR G e S L
Kumar today expressed | . e e S o wiew
apprehension of further rise in e AR R O g . e
release of water from the L o oo n a6 L N T e Y
Bansagar dam. Nitish, who ‘
held a high-level meeting to .
assess the situation, later
undertook an aerial survey of
Patna, Bhojpur, Saran,
Vaishali, Begusarai and Kha-
garia. He said there was, at the
moment, no possibility of
flood waters entering Patna.

In UP the Ganga is flow-
ing above the danger mark
at Fafamau (Allahabad),
Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur and Ballia, while
the Yamuna 1is flowing
above the red mark at
Chillaghat (Banda), Naim

(Allahabad) and Mohna
(Jalaun). Vast areas in sever-

al villages of Malda district
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;I}erged. — PTI | (Clockwise from top) Houses submerged in floodwater in Patna; a volunteer throws relief material to a villager; and CM Shivraj Chouhan is carried by security in Panna, MP. pri
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Houses submerged in flood waters of the Ganga in the
Daraganj area in Allahabad on Saturday. P11

Rain fury: 8 killed in R’sthan, alert in Patna

Jaipur/Patna: Eight persons were on Saturday killed in Baran
district of Rajasthan following incessant rain and overflow of
rivers from Madhya Pradesh while Army choppers airlifted 35
people marooned at two places. “Six of a family were buried
alive as their house collapsed at Phoolbarod village, while two
persons were swept away in flashfloods at Chapra,” Baran Col-
lector SP Singh said. An Army spokesman said floodgates of
Lhasi Dam near Chhipa Barod had to be opened due to exces-

- sive rainfall. Meanwhile, the Bihar Government has put state
capital Patna on alert besides all other districts on the bank of
the Ganga, which is flowing above the danger mark, while peo-
ple from the river basin are being evacuated. Tns |




NEW DELHI: An alert was
sounded as the threat of
floods returned in Bihar
with the Ganga and four oth-
er rivers flowing above the
danger mark.

The districts of Bihar, situat-
ed on the banks of the Ganga,
were put on alert as the Central
Water Commission on Friday
warned Ganga basin districts
that the river may witness a rise
In water level in the next one
to five days.

Due to the increase in the
water level of the Ganga, water
has reportedly entered into the
riverine areas of the districts
like Patna, Buxar, Bhojpur,
Munger, Saran, Vaishali, Bha-
galpur and Samastipur, a Dis-
aster Management Depart-
MeTit statement said.

National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams, have
already taken positions in Pat-
na, Vaishali and Gopalganj
while State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams have been
put on alert in Patna and
Bhagalpur, it said.

Maximum temperatures
hovered between one degree
Celsius above normal to three
notches above normal in most
parts of Punjab and Haryana,
the MeT office said.

Ambala and Hisar settled at
an 1dentical high of 36.7 de-
grees Celsius, three notches
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each above normal. While Pa-
Celsius, three notches above (SR 4 FEgr AR T Y . ; R e Y
normal, the maximum at Am- T AR . o | : - " EEO
ritsar was 36.4 degrees Celsius,
two notches above normal.

Chandigarh and Ludhiana
settled at an identical high of
35.5 degrees Celsius each,
three and two notches respec-
tively above normal.

The MeT department fore- Y o
cast light to moderate rainfall S S
atfewplacesintheregiondur- KNS .59
Ing the next 48 hours.

It was a sultry day in Delhi
with-high humidity levels trou-
bling Delhiites even as mercury
settled at normal levels.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures settled at
34.4 and 26.4 degrees Celsius,
both normal for this time of the
year,” a MeT official said.

The three other metropoli-
tan cittes - Kolkata, Chennai
and Mumbai recorded maxi-
mum temperatures of 33.1,
38.4, and 30.7 degrees Celsius
respectively.

PTI

MONSOON WOES
A man sits on the outer wall
of his flooded house as 3
boat arrives to evacuate him
at aresidential area, in
Allahabad on Friday. reuters
(Below) Villagers wade

| through flood waters in
Patna, Bihar on Friday. p1
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Cauvery protest: thousand

. CHENNAI, DHNS: Thousands

of farmers in the Delta districts
were arrested on Friday for
staging a day-long protest, de-
manding that the Karnataka
government release Cauvery
water to Tamil Nadu.

This comes a day after the
Tamil Nadu government de-
cided to file an interim petition
in the apex court with regard
to the final award of the Cau-
very River Water Disputes Tri1-
bunal.

The farmers in the Delta dis-
tricts of Thanjavur, Trichy,
Thiruvarur and Nagapatti-
nam, backed by political par-
ties like the DMK, Tamil
Maanila Congress and
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi, also staged demonstra-
tions at several places to
protest Karnataka’s move to
construct a reservoir across
the Cauvery river in Mekedatu.

Shops and business estab-
lishments closed down to ex-

P m am e AN B W A W BN A

<heldin TN

press solidarity with the agi-
tating farmers in the Delta re-
gions. About 250 agitators ¢
were arrested when they at-
tempted to burn the effigy of
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah in Thiruvarur and
Thanjavur districts.

Agriculturists, affiliated to
the Tamil Nadu Farmers As-
sociation, from Pudukkottai
and Cuddalore also organised
rallies in support of the Delta
farmers.
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Uttar Pradesh to clean the
Ganga have borne “zero”
result, the National Green -
bunal said today, as it pulled
them up and sought reports
on the discharge of industrial
waste In the river between
Haridwar and Kanpur.

The green pane] came
down heavily on the Min-
 istries of Environment and
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.. M  Swatanter Kumar said. Irked
--------- e the non-compliance of its
directions, the NGT granted
“final opportunity” of two
weeks to all authorities, min-
istries and Uttar Pradesh

o .
L o

never be clean unless the{
state governmentd and ‘jts{
agencies come out with clegr{
data on the industries. o

He referred to varioug;|
Supreme Court judgeme pisd
on Ganga since* 1987 ad]
" sald the authorities bffve|
allowed the mushrooming qf
the Secrétary concerned. several industrial units!
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Forests, Water: Resources,

Board and other authorities
for not taking a clear stand
with regard to the cleaning of
Ganga and gave them the
“final opporfunity” to submit
the reports within two weeks.,

“You just come before us
and indicate that the prob-

lem is very serious. But what ments may
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tons, nothing has come out
on record. The state govern-

Nothing substantial has which were openly discharg-
- also been done in regard to ing effluents in the river, P
the source of finance for the The counsel appearing for |
rver cleansing project, the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Con-
trol Board said many small-
scale industries are operat-
Ing along the banks of the °
river and the main reason for
pollution in the Ganga was
the release of industrial
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‘Liquid Discharge (waste
water purification) to various
types of industries and instal-
lation of online. monitoring
system for all industries
by along the river banks, it said
. Advocate MC Mehta, who
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'Residents walk through floodwaters at

entered into riverine areas of Patna, Buxar, Bhojpur, Munger, Saran, Vaishali,

a village in Patna on Friday. Due to increase int . 2, W
Bhagalpur and Samastipur districts. PT
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. The Trrigation
Department has moved 3 fije
to the government for the
notification of theriverbed.

As per the: Information
provided by - the depart-

‘nent, nearly 7-km stretch

riverbed are lllegal, yet con-  ;
struction goes on without any
regard to safety. Betause of
the illegal colonies, the river

there. More than 1,700 fami- ~While - checking the “Prince Salm, SDO, Irriga- of hou_ses can be kept
lies reside on the rivethed. arrangements made by the lon Departy id “Mun check.’ |

This year, the administps- admirﬁ'stration_ for flood T-km stretch has beeniiiclyd. About the houses already
tion had put up notices in the control before monsoon, ed for notification.” cdnstructed, the XEN said,
colonies built onthe gverbed, Cabinet Minister Ani} vij ‘

N AI{jRaghuvanshi, XEN of IS our first
asking residents to vacale  had asked t |

he Irrigation the department, said, “The  prio
their houses ang shift to safer Department to get the river '

"o
. .

file has been sent and once .

L —




N\ T | 5
bféﬁnas (BN % It AATATT T H Gl A1) ag AFadl TATETT

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
AT ZIZ R ( e )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu { Chennai )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

f&egeare ( aeeT )

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

Lake breaches iDﬁ KFlalgud taluk

ARKALGUD (HASSAN DIST):
Doddakere at Ibbadi village in
Arkalgud taluk breached on
Wednesday night inundating
agricultural lands and destroy-
ing crops worth lakhs.

According to villagers, water
from the lake has inundated
hundreds of acres of land. To-
bacco, jowar, potato, ginger
and paddy crops have been
washed away. Sail, gravel and
sand has accumulated on the
fields, making it difficult for the
farmers to take up cultivation
immediately.

Showers lash
Mangaluru city

After a gap of two weeks,
Mangaluru and the sur-
rounding areas received
good rains on Thursday.
The rains which started
lashing on Wednesday
night continued throu-
ghout on Thursday, re-
~ports DHNS from Man-

- galuru. Kodagu and
Chikkamagaluru did not
receive any rains.

%l :
o0 O: ¢

Doddakere lake breached at Ibbadi village in Arkalgud taluk,
Hassan district.

Water has entered the low-
lying areas and the farmers
fear it may destroy coconut,
arecanut, banana and betel
leaves.

Doddakere measures about
80 acres and irrigates around
300 acres of land. The lake was
filled with water from the
Hemavathy right bank canal a
few days ago.

[t may be mentioned that de-
siltation of the lake was taken
up at a cost of Rs 70 lakh, two
months ago. Substandard

L A

L]
.......

works have caused the breach
of the bund of the lake, com-
plained the villagers.

BJP district unit president H
Yogaramesh warned of inten-
sified protests, if repair works
are not completed within 15
days and suitable compensa-
tion is not awarded to the af-
fected farmers. Cauvery Neer-
avari Nigam engineers, who
visited the spot, assured to take
up the repair works at the ear-
liest.

DH News Service
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Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU: The state hasre-
ceived deficit rainfall this sea-
son. This is not just because of
global warming and el NIno ef-
fect, but also because of change
in land use, especially reduc-
tion of forest cover.

A recent study by re-
searchers from the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc) titled
“Time-Series Modis Nor-
malised Difference Vegetation
Index (NDVT) based vegetation
change analysis with land sur-
face temperature and rainfall
in Western Ghats, India” shows
that because of change in land-
scape of north, central and
southern Western Ghats, there
is a decline in rainfall trend,
which s also having an adverse
impact on the food and water
security.

The study, conducted by Prof
T V Ramachandra, Centre for
Ecological Sciences, IISc along
with Uttam Kumar and Anan-
 dita Dasgupta, showed that the
dense forest areas in the north-
ern, central and southern
Western Ghats have decreased
by 2.84%, 4.38% and 5.77% re-
 spectively and agricultural or
grasslands have increased by
2.23%, 4.32% and 5.85%.

The rainfall time-series data
 also showed a decreasing trend
:n the rainfall pattern from
2013 towards 2020 in the
northern, central and southern
Western Ghats, revealing a
grave situation threatening wa-
ter and food security in penin-
sular India with an increasing
trend of deforestation. Also,

® 0 %

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of india ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata }
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Reduction in forest ared has led
to deficit rainfall, says lISc study

the number of rainy days had
decreased in the southern
Western Ghats region.

The trends in rainfall time-
series data were analysed using
statistical methods and mod-
elled using auto-regressive in-
tegrated moving average (ARI-
MA) which indicated a
decreasing trend inthe rainfall
pattern, Ramachandra said.

There is also a marginal in-
crease in human settlement or
soil area and small decrease in
the spatial extent of water bod-
ies in all the three regions. The
study also revealed that the
temperature in dense forests
has always been less than in
agricultural or grassland areas
in all the three seasons.

‘*We focused on vegetation
data to investigate the distribu-

Bengalur1

tion of land surface tempera-
rure and rainfall because the
existing vegetation distribution
is largely controlled by temper-
ature and precipitation pat-
tern. Monthly climatic changes
and trends of the last 10 years
provided a clear illustration of
the NDVI trends,” he said.

Differences in NDVI-tem-
perature and NDVI-precipita-
tion correlations relattve to veg-
etation types such as forest and
agriculture or grassland were
also investigated. This result
supports and is of similar mag-
nitude as temporal studies
showing increase of NDVI cor-
responding to increase in grow-
ing season temperature over
the length of the satellite
record, Ramachandra added.
DH News Service
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Sevendead inJ’khand flashflood

I7-29 _p-
STATESMAN NEWS StRVICE Villagers informed thg Begusarai, Samastipur, G ANG A CR O S SES
Dehradun/Patna, 21 August district administration Lakhisarai, Khagaria,
| andateamledby SDMP Munger, Bhagalpur and

Seven people lost their LSharmawassentforthe Katihar, the department D AN G ER M ARK IN
lives in an incident of rescue. Sevendeadbodies statement said.
cloud burstinvillageMa- wererecovered in theres- Around 15,000 people U.IT AR PR ADESH
rkholaof Pauridistrictof cue operation. are sheltered in 82 relief
Uttarakhand. The dec- Meanwhile, the con- campsafterbeingevacu- Lucknow, 21 August: A SWol-
eased are all membersof tinued rise in level of ated from flood affected len Ganga was flowing
asinglefamily whoseho- the Ganga, the flood sit- areas, it said. above the danger mark in
use was washed away. uation continued to pre- Bihar chief minister Uttar Pradesh while

Deepak Singh (75)lived vailed in Bihar, with all Nitish Kumar, who con- Yamuna too was flowing
with the families of his the districts situated ductedanaerialsurveyof above red mark in the
sons Chandan Singhand along the banks of the the flood-affected areas, state.
late Mangal Singhintwo river in the state badly held the Farakka dam According to Centre

separate portions of the
house in village Mark-
hola of Pauri.

On Saturday night the
sudden flash flood washed
away the house. Deepak
Singh and his youngest
grandson who had gone
totake alook at the flood-
ing of a nearby stream,
and Chandan Singh, who
was not at home, werethe
ohly survivors.

affected.

The Ganga and six
other rivers wereflowing
above danger mark in
Patna, Bhagalpur, Kha-
garia, Katihar, Siwan,
Bhojpur, Buxar and
Hajipur districts, a dis-
aster management depart-
ment statement said.

The worst affected dis-
tricts are Patna, Vaishalli,
Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran,

responsible for slow dis-
charge of water from the
Ganga which has become
shallow due to heavy sil-
tation. This causes flood
water to spread to other
areas, he said.

He appealed to people
to vacate the rivebank
areas and come to relief
camps which would pro-
vide them proper food
and shelter.

Water Commission (CWC),
(Ganga is flowing above dan-
ger mark at Fafamau (Alla-
habad), Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghampur and Ballia while
Yamuna is flowing above
the red mark at Chillaghat |
(Banda) and Naini (Allay,
habad) and Mohn
(J alaun) Similarly; S
da river is flowing a
the danger mark at g
akalan (Kherti).
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Patna: With the Ganga al-
most flowing to the brim, Bi-
har chief minister Nitish Ku-
mar expressed apprehension
on Sunday of further rise in
water level in view of release
of water from Bansagar dam
asflood-like situation prevai-
led in state.

Kumar, who held a high-
level meeting to assess the si-
tuation, later wentonanaeri-
al survey of Patna, Bhojpur,
Saran, Vaishali, Begusarai
and Khagaria. Ganga and six
other rivers were flowing
above danger mark in Patna,
Bhagalpur, Khagaria, Kati-
har, Siwan, Bhojpur, Buxar
and Hajipurdistricts,adisas-
ter management department
statement said.

The districts which are
witnessing flood-like situa-
tion included - Patna, Vaisha-
i, Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran, Be-

People swim to safety froma
flood-affected area in Patna

T @f_.—Tz——PT
gusarali, Samastipur, 'Lakhi-

sarai, Khagaria, Munger,

Bhagalpur and Katihar, the

department statement said.
Around 15,000 people are

6 rivers in spate in Bihar,
I5k sheltered in 82 camps

~after being evacuated from

o Ll —p— e e—

sheltered in 82 relief camps

flood-affected areas, it said,
adding that all camps have a
medical team on standby and
medicines in stock.

Stating that several dis-
tricts of Bihar have been fa-
cing the threat of inunda-
tion, Kumay said, “The water
level of Ganga has increased
due to release of water from
Indrapuri barrage and other
riversmerging into Ganga.”

The chief minister held
Farakka dam responsible for
slow discharge of water from
Ganga which has become
shallow due to heavy silta- |
tion. This causes flood water
to spread to other areas. He
appealed to people to vacate
the rivehank areas and come
to relief camps which would
provide them proper food
and shelter. pm L




FLOODS WREAK HAVOC IN THREE STATES

Monsoon fury ra

22-P-7 o

oes in

north, MP toll rises to 30

TimMES News NETWORK

Lucknow /Jaipur/Bhopal:
Incessant rains heaped mise-

ry and threw life out of gearin

various parts of Uttar Pra-
desh,Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan on Sunday. A woman
died in a wall collapse taking
thetollto30in thelast 48 hours
in MP. while army teams had
tobedeployed in Rajasthan. In
UP rising levels of the Ganga
overflowed into villages.

The swollen Tamsa river
wreaked havoc in MP’s Satnha
and Rewa districts. A day af-
ter a three-storeyed building
crumbled at Maihar town in
Satna district killing two,
another house collapsed due
to heavy rains in Narsingh-
pur district, 220 km from
Bhopal, injuring a woman.
Another died after being
trapped under debris of a
~wall, which collapsed in Raj-
garh district.

“We areon high alert tho-

ugh rains are a drizzle now.
Hinauti village had to be eva-
cuated on Saturday night af-
ter adam was brimmingover.
A holiday has been declared
in schools,” Rajgarh collec-
tor Tarun Pithode said.
About 22 people were re-
scued by Army and National
Disaster Relief Force teams
in Rajasthan’s Pratapgarh
district, while three districts

Y

DOWN UNDER: Many Uijam temples submerged in floods
CM Chouhan faces wrath of flood victims

adhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan had to
face the wrath of villagers in Rewa, one of the worst-hit

areas, where houses were washed away by gushing waters. As
soon as Chouhan reached the spot for inspection, locals raised
slogans against administrative apathy in relief distribution.
Some asked why authorities failed in disaster management
efforts despite forecast of heavy rain. Officers had to stop CM
from visiting Bansghat after inputs of mobilisation of locals.
Mayor Mamta Gupta had to flee in face of mob fury. Tnn

in Udaipur witnessed flood-
like situation.

The Ganga flowed above
the danger mark at Varanasi,

Allahabad, Mirzapur, Ghazi-

pur and Phaphamau and tou-

ched 60.2lm in Ballia, just
0.04m below the highest level
recorded in 2003. The overtlo-
wing Ganga marooned seve-
ral villages, especially in the
Chunar area. The number of

affected villages in five dis-
tricts .situated along the
Ganga in east UP crossed the
100 mark, while more than 20
localities of Varanasi were
badly affected.

Officials sounded an alert
as tributaries like Chambal,
Ken and Betwa were expected
to Increase the water-levels
of the Ganga by late Sunday
night or Monday morning.
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» hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The national capi-
tal is likely to witness a sultry
week ahead with some res-
pite expected on Friday and
Saturday.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecast says
that the maximum tempera-
ture throughout the week is
likely to hover between 32°C
and 36°C.

On Monday, the maximum
temperature is likely to touch
35°C, while the minimum tem-
perature will settle at 26°C.

Cloudy sky and light rains
are expected on Wednesday and
Thursday.

On Friday and Saturday,
the forecast reads heavy
thundershower with the tem-
perature fluctuating between
32°C-33°C.

On Sunday too, the maxi-
mum temperature reached
35.4°C, a notch above normal
and the minimum temperature
was 26.1°C.

The maximum humidity was
recorded at 86%.
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Lake survey panicS Hebbal residents

: i
BENGALURD, DHNS: Resi-
deflts of thifee housing lay-
outs near Hebbal lake, north
Bengaluru, panicked on
Wednesday when a team of
the Karnataka Lake Conser-
vation and Development
Authority (KLCDA) started
demarcating the buffer zone
of the waterbody as per the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) guidelines.

As the three-member team
started measuring the bufter

| zone and put some markings
. ontheroad in Bhadrappa Lay-

out, Hebbal Sarovara Layout
and Balaji Layout, panicked
residents rushed out of their
homes and began making en-
auiries about the visit. The of-
ficials gave them a terse reply:
they were just following the in-

- struction of their superiors to

identify buildings within the

lake’s buffer zone.

Kiran Kumar, a resident of
Hebbal Sarovara Layout, said
the “sudden” development had
baffled residents, especially sen-
ior citizens, of the three locali-
ties. “Multiple agencies are do-
ing multiple things. While the
BBMP is razing buildings on
stormwater drains, the KLCDA
is demarcating the buffer zone
of the lake. There is panic across
the city. If the government agen-

cles want to remove encroach-
ments from drains and lakes,
half of Bengaluru will go away,”
said Kumar who appeared up-
set. He insisted that the NGT
ruling on buffer zone was
prospective, not retrospective.

Other residents were equally
upset. They told the officials
that the NGT was prospective,
so their action was unwarrant-
ed. The officials had another
terse reply: meet senior offi-
cials in the KLCDA at its
Church Street office. When
contacted, an engineer who
was part of the survey team said
the Legislature Committee on
Lake Encroachment had di-
rected the KLCDA to identify
buildings within the buffer zone
of Hebbal Lake, as stipulated
in the NGT ruling. “We are only
obeying the instruction of our
superiors, he said.
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TN to file plea in SC to get &
Cauvery water as per award

Interim petition to be filed ina day or two: Jayala]ithaa

CHENNAL The Tamil Nadu
government on Thursday
said that it would file an in-
terim petition in the
Supreme Court to get its
share of the Cauvery water
from Karnataka as per the
final order of the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal.

“The petition will be filed in
a day or two. Required orders
will be obtained from the Apex
Court and we are hopeful of
getting our share of water from
them (Karnataka)” Chief Min-
ister J Jayalalithaa said in the
Assembly. “The water from the
Mettur dam could not be re-
leased to farmers on June 12
due to its insufficient level in
the reservoir,” she said.

| |

sues related to the Cauvery,
Jayalalithaa said that getting
due share of water from Kar-
nataka and preventing it from
constructing a dam at Meke-
datu across the river will be her

~ ¥ mainagenda.

‘Jayalalithaa

Pointing out that Karnataka
did not release water during
June and July this year as per
the tribunal award, Jayalalithaa
said that Karnataka and the
Union government failed to re-
ply to her letters on the release
of Cauvery water.

Promising to protect the in-
terests of Tamil Nadu in two is-

According to her, if the state
does not get sufficient water
for cultivation by the end of this
month, the government has
formulated subsidy schemes

‘worth Rs 64.30 crore for the

benefit of farmers.

Mekedatu dam

Following pressure from the
Opposition parties after Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s annouincement during

his Independence Day address

that a new reservoir would be

T mm vm omik S EL AN WS W7 Em e e S EE S Em oEm o T e wm. wm o o

constructed at Mekedatu
across the Cauvery, Jay-
alalithaa said that farmers in
Tamil Nadu are worried over
Karnataka's decision to build a
dam over the Cauvery.
However, she said Karnata-
ka government has promised
that it would not construct
dam without informing the
court after responding to the
Tamil Nadu's petition in the
Supreme Court. “It (Karnata-
ka) has confirmed this in its let-
ter too,” she added. Jayalalithaa
said in case Karnataka starts
construction at Mekedatu, the
Tamil Nadu government led by
her will take all necessary legal
measures to safeguard the in-
terests of the state. |

DH News Service
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K'taka staring at water crisis, CM tells

BENGALURU: Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Thursday in-
formed Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi about the looming
water crisis in the state due to
the deficit monsoon rains,

In a letter to Modi, Siddara-
maiah explained with statistics
how the state would face prob-
lems in the coming days. Wa-
ter level in major reservoirs is
low due to deficit rains in the
catchment areas of the Cau-
very and the Krishna rivers.
The monsoon forecast for the
Cauvery and the Krishna
catchment areas is not very en-

couraging for the months of
August and September, he
added.

Water shortage is likely to
aftect the drinking water avail-
ability in Bengaluru city. The
state1s facing an overall deficit
of 10% in the monsoon rains
(between June 1 and August 5
this year), compared to last
year. The water level in major
hydel reservoirs is only 46% of
their gross storage capacity.
The low water level has also
impacted the agriculture Op-
eration under the command
area, Siddaramaiah said.

O

“My govemmeg 1S closely
monitoring the' situation and
our Cabinet has taken decision
not to allow any further releas-
es for irrigation purpose, ex-
cept 1n exceptional cases and
subject to availability and.
utilise the existing water only
for drinking purpose...Since
there is a general perception
that the south-west monsoon
has been almost normal in

‘Karnataka, I thought it neces-

sary to bring the above facts to
your attention {sic),” the Chief
Minister mentioned.

DH News Service




Survey of buil

gs located |

too close to lakes begins .

KLCDA starts marking buffer zone of waterbodles as per NGT ru]mg

- Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU: After ra-
jakaluves (stormwater
drains/feeder canals), Ben-
galuru’'s lakes may also get
free of encroachments.

The Karnataka Lake Con-
servation and Development
Authority (KLCDA) has started
a survey to identify properties
that have come up between 30
and 75 metres of lakebeds. This
comes even as the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike’s
(BBMP) drive to clear en-
croachments on rajakaluves is
underway.

The survey will cover all
buildings — completed, occu-
pied and under-construction —
located 30-75 metres from
lakes.

It aims to ensure compliance
with a May 2016 ruling of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) to maintain a 75-metre
buffer zone around lakes. Once
the survey is completed, a de-
tailed report will be submitted
to the Legislature Committee
on Lake Encroachment head-
ed by Assembly Speaker K B
Koliwad.

The committee will decide

whether to keep 75 metres as
buffer zone or reduce it to 50
or 30 metres, amend the Kar-
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The survey will cover aII buildmgs Iocated between 30 and
75 metres from the lakebed. ric FOR REPRESENTATION PURPOSE

nataka Town and Country
Planning Act or recommend
moving the Supreme Court for
altering the buffer zone, a KL-
CDA official told DH.

Accprding to the official, the
government may order demo-
lition of properties around
lakebeds once stormwater
drains are cleared of encroach-
ments. And the committee’s fi-
nal report will form the basis
for that action, if any.

“If the 75-metre buffer zone

1s implemented in totality, one
third of properties in Bengalu-
ru will be demolished, a large
chunk of them around White-
field, Electronics City and Heb-
bal. The BBMP and the Banga-
lore Development Authority
(BDA) are ready with 60% of
the report and have submitted
it to the commiittee,” the official
said.

The survey has been based
on field assessment, original
town planning maps and maps

| High Court bars projects
around Bellandur lake

BENGALURU The High

. Court on Wednesday d1—
rected the Bruhat Bengalu-

ru Mahanagara Palike

(BBMP) and the Bangalore
Development Authority
(BDA) not to allow any proj-
ects in and around Bellan-
dur lake without meeting
the requirements stipulat-
ed by the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board
(KSPCB).

A division bench of Chief
Justice Subhro Kamal
Mukherjee and Justice Ravi
Malimath passed the inter-
im order in a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) petition

obtained from the Karnataka

Remote Sensing Agency. As
per the KLCDA website, Ben-
galuru has 210 lakes.

The KLLCDA manages four
lakes — Agara, Hebbal, Na-
gawara and Vengaiahnakere,
while the BBMP is the custodi-
an of 60 lakes, the BDA 123,
the Minor Irrigation Depart-
ment 18 lakes and the Forest
Department five.

ﬁ]ed by Rajya Sabha mem-
ber D K Kupendra Reddy
who urged the court to di-
rect the authorities to clean
Bellandur lake.

The petitioner’s counsel
told the court that the au-
thorities concerned had
failed to follow the KSPCB’s
May 11, 2007, circular which
contained guidelines for
construction projects, in-
cluding mandatory Consent
for Establishment (CFE)
certificate before applying
for approval of plans from
civic agencies, BEBMP, BDA
and BMRDA.

DH News Service

At the committee’s previous
meeting, Koliwad had told of-
ficials of forest department, |
the KLCDA, the BBMP, the |
BDA, the Revenue Depart-
ment and the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) that no encroacher
should be spared and that all
waterbodies conserved to
avoid flooding.

DH News Service




grim, says Energy minister <
Due to deficit rainfall in Karnataka, reservoirs are only 40% fil

BENGALURU: Energy Minis-
ter D K Shivakumar on
Wednesday said the water
situation in the state is grim
and this would have a nega-
tive impact on the power
scenario. The Energy de-
partment is thus planning
medium and long-term
measures to tackle the
situation.

Shivakumar told reporters
in Bengaluru that due to below
par rainfall, the dams are only
40% full. To meet demand for
“power In summier, the govern-
ment is expecting 209 MW
from the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant. “We are also
keeping tender process open
to purchase power at Rs 4.36
per unit from varicus sources,”
he said.

The minister said the hydel
losses were about 60% and
thus dependency on Kudanku-
lam and Yeramarus Thermai
Power Station has increased.
Three units of Bellary Ther-
mal Power Supply (BTPS)
would be affected because of
the water crisis.

The Cauvery basin will get
the least water in the last 40
years. This year permission has
not been given to cultivate sug-
arcane, paddy and other water
intensive crops.
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w|th Iow water level in the KRS, water release for farm activ-
ities will be stopped from August 31 to Sept 10. DH FILE PHOTO

“We have to save at least 15
tmc of water till summer to
meet Bengaluru's drinking wa-
ter needs. Farmers require 40
tmc ft water for 80 days to grow
crops. But, the present avail-
ability in the KRS reservoir is
only 12.68 tmc ft. We will re-
lease 4 tmc ft by the end of Au-
gust, five tmc by September,
two tmc by October, 1.3 tme by
November and a total of 26 tmc
by December. Qur priority is
providing dnnlqng water,” Shiv-
akumar said.

Release of the Cauvery water

started from July 30 and will
continue till August 30. It will
be stopped from August 31 to
September 10. Later, based on
the assessment report, the fu-
ture course of action will be de-
cided.

There is a severe shortage of
rainfall in the Cauvery catch-
ment areas and the Weather de-
partment has forecast that situ-
ation will be grim in the coming
days, he said.

Circular
Referring to stopping of a play
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Plans to tackle drlnkmg water msrs

The deficient ramfall and low water levels in reservoirs in
various parts of the state prompted the State Cabinet on
Wednesday to direct authorities to prepare contingency

- plans to tackle the drinking

water crisis in the coming

‘months. Briefing reporters after the meeting; Lalemsrer

T BJayachandrasmdthestatewasstanngaIa irin

ter crisis due to the lowwaterlevelsmresemue,parncular

ly in the Cauvery basin. The water levels (excem_for the Al-
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by students during the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations in
Mandya, Shivakumar said he
has issued a circular to the De-
partment of Public Instruction
that students should only use
photographs of freedom ﬁght-
ers and martyrs and not of any
bureaucrats or officials.

Shivakumar, who is Mandya

district incharge minister, said:
“Deceased police officials are
not martyrs or freedom fight-
ers. 50, as a responsible citizen
I stopped the staging of the
play. A show cause notice was
issued to the Zilla Panchayat
officials for allowing such a
play,”he said.

DH News Service
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NEW DELHE: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT)
has issued bailable
warrants against the
resident commissioners
of Gujarat, Karnataka,
Manipur, Mizoram,
Odisha, Punjab and
Tripura for not’
appearing before it
despite notices being
issued to them.

It-also issued
warrants against the

officers of Chandigarh,
Andaman and Nicobar,
Lakshadweep and
Puducherry.
Taking strong
exception to officials of

several Stages and U_'I:s . |

matters concerning
protection of
biodiversity, the
tribunal said: “Despite
service, nobody appears
- onbehalfof "
respondents...

Consequently, we issue

bailable warrant against |

Resident
Commissioners of these
respondents in the sum
of Rs. 10,000 each to the
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GREEN CONCERN: The tribunal was hearinga plea
alleging that various States and UTs had “failed” to
pay attention to india's unique biodiversity. FILE PHOTO: PTI

satisfaction of the
arresting Officer,in
exercise of our powers
and in terms of the
provision of Section1?
(4) (a) of the National
Green Tribunal Act,
2010.”

'Next hearing on Sept 29

~ The directions came
when a Bench headed
by NGT chairperson

Justice Swatanter |
Kumar was carrying out

unique biodiversity of
the country and sought
implementation of the
Biological Diversity
Act, 2002 and Biological
Diversity Rules, 2004.
The Bench has now
fixed the next hearing
for September 29 on the
plea filed by Pune
resident Chandra Bhal

. Singh. The tribunal had
 earlier issued notices to

the Ministry of
Environment and

" Forests (MoEF),

. National Biodiversity
- % Authority and State
. Biodiversity Boards in
- the matter. -
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BHOPAL 20 AUG: A double-story
residential cum commercial
building constructed just three
years ago by the state-owned
Madhya Pradesh Housing Board
(MPHB) in Maihar town of Satna
district collapsed today due to
rain, killing two persons and
injuring at least half-a-dozen
more.

Meanwhile, about 15 persons
have been killed in past 24 hours
across the state due to the fresh
spell of incessant heavy rain. The
“death toll for the state through-
out this monsoon season has
crossed 75. Army jawans and Air
Force aircraft have been pressed
into service in the state’s Rewa
district that has been severely hit
by the rains.

Meanwhile, Satna district
Collector Naresh Kumar Pal told
The Statesman over phone that
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the MPHB building in Maihar
town collapsed in the early
hours today. He said an uniden-
tited woman was killed on the
spot after getting crushed under
the debris, while 2 man named
Martin who was injured died
while being taken to a hospital.
More than six other people were
injured and rescue operation
was underway throughout the
day.

Sources said that the building
probably caved in due to the sub
standard material used in its con-
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struction, as it couldn’t with-
stand the water that had inun-
dated it since two-three days.

In another incident in Sagar
district's Rahatgarh area, seven

- persons, including four females

and three minors, were killed
and three others injured when a
house collapsed today following
incessant rains.

Police said the incident
occurred in the early hours
when the house of one Mehtab
Shilpkar (59) at Ward No.7 of
Rahatgarh area collapsed while

The Times of india (A)
Sz

THE STRUCTURE WAS 3 YRS OLD RAIN DEATH TOLL CROSSES 75

the victims were fast asleep.

Two men were killed after
being swept away while crossing
a bridge on the overflowing
Betwa in Raisen district today.

Yesterday, six youths belong-
ing to Sagar district were swept
away while they were returning
after visiting a religious shrine in
Chhattarpur district. Villagers
and local resident managed to
save three of the youth but three
more were missing. Their bodies
were found today.

In the severely affected Rewa
district, Collector Rahul Jain
informed that two air force heli-
copters and one aeroplane pro-
vided relief material and food
packets to several people who
have been marooned in areas cut
off from other places due to
waterlogging and flooding as a
result of the heavy rains that con-
tinued unabated for the past

two-three days.
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ARMY ALERTED, CHOPPERS KEPT READY FOR RESCUE OPERATIONS

Flood threat looms over Paina

manoj chaurasia

PATNA, 20 AUG: A flood threat
looms over the state capital with
the Ganga flowing much above
the danger level. In view of the
alarming situation, the authori-
ties have blocked the drain out-
lets to prevent the river water
from flowing into the city and
kept the Army on alert.

The flood threat has been trig-
gered by a huge discharge of
around 12 lac cusecs of water
into the Sone river from the
Indrapuri barrage last night.

The flood situation may wors-
en with reports of another five
lac cusecs of water being dis-
charged into the Sone from the
Bansagar dam in' Madhya
Pradesh. This water is likely to
reach Bihar by late this evening,
officials said. This is said to be
the maximum discharge of water
since 1975 when 14 lakh cusecs
of water had been discharged
into the Sone river which ulti-
mately flooded Patna. According
to a report from the Central

A turbulent Ganga near the Gandht Ghat in Patna on Saturday. sns @I 2 - P /

Water Commission, the water
level of the Ganga will keep ris-
ing in the next five days.

The authorities said the water
level in the Ganga, which flows
by Patna, is rising by 4 cm per
hour, causing panic among resi-
dents. The Ganga water has
already flooded the Gandhi Ghat
areas located near the National
[nstitute of Technology and also
entered the low-lying areas on

the city’s outskirts.

The situation is even more
alarming in the riverine areas
close to the state capital. The dis-
aster management department
has asked choppers to be ready
for rescue operations and also
placed the Army on alert.

“We have asked the Army to
be on the alert and also kept
choppers ready to meet any
eventuality,” the state disaster

management department’s prin-
cipal secretary Vyasji told
reporters today. He added five
more NDRF teams are also
reaching Patna soon.

Another senior official and
Patna district magistrate Sanjay
Agarwal said there was no imme-
diate flood threat to the state
capital, but if the water level con-
tinued to rise in the Ganga, the
situation might turn really alarm-

ing. “Right now the water level
of the Ganga is rising by four cm
an hour but the administration is
on the alert,” the DM said urging
the people settled in the “dia-
yara” region (or river bed) to
immediately move to safer areas
and put up in relief centres. He
said more than 100 boats had
been pressed into service to
ferry trapped villagers to safer
places.

The authorities said flood
waters have inundated many
areas in Patna, Bhojpur, Buxur,
Munger, Aurangabad, Jehanabd,
Saran, Vaisahali, Bhagalpur and
Samastipur districts following a
heavy discharge of water from
the Ganga and its tributaries.

As the overall flood situation
remains grave in the state, Bihar
chief secretary Anjani Kumar
Singh today held an emergency
meeting with the senior officials
and reviewed the overall flood
situation. He also ordered
launching a massive relief and
rescue operation while appeal-
ing to the masses not to panic.
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2 killed within 24 hrs
as heavy rain lashes MP

TNN & AGENCIES

Bhopal: Twenty-one people
were Kkilled following 24
hours of rainfall in Madhya
Pradesh, while several rain-
related deaths were reported
from other states, including |EEEEE—-G—-.
Rajasthanand Uttarakhand. [ T e
A three-storeyed build- SilaSe=S

ing came crashing down
amid incessant rainfall in
Satna district’s Maihar, kill-
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Several other occupants of

several rain-related deaths were also reported from other states,
the building were feared |

including Rajasthan and Uttarakhand

I ——

trapped under the debris. -

In neighbouring Rahat- several areas of Vindhya- their house wasrazed tothe
garh in Sagar district, eight chal region. | ground by huge boulders
peopleof afamily werekilled Five helicopters have thatrolled down the hill fol-
after their house collapsed beenpressed into servicefor lowing a cloudburst in Pau-
due to the downpour, taking  relief and rescue oper- ridistrict.

death toll in rain-related inci-
dents to 21 in 24 hours. At
least 90 rain-related deaths
have been reported in the
statethis season.

All major rivers in the
state are in spate with rail
and road routes affected In

ations. The havoc wreaked
by rains coupled with strong
winds snapped power sup-
ply and mobile network in
several areas of the state.
Meanwhile, in Uttarak-
hand, seven members of a
family were killed when

A house collapse inci-
dent was reported from Ra-
jasthan too in which five peo-
ple were killed in Baran dis-
trict. Incessant rains, which
started early this morning,
created flood-like situation

’mﬁgqy,g;al areas in the state.
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Jaipur, 21 August:- Torrential
rains triggered by the South
West monsoon have created
flood-like situation in four
districts of Rajasthan where
S1X persons have been killed
and over 70 airlifted, officials
said today;

The Met department has
1ssued a warning of heavy
to very heavy rainfall for isol-
ated places in eastern parts
and heavy rainfall for isola-
ted areas in western parts
of the state in the next 24 ho-
urs. Baran, Pratapgarh, Ch-
ittogarh and Jhalawar are
the worst affected districts.

Army, National Disaster
Response Force and Raja-
sthan Armed Constabulary
have been deployed in the
affected areas and several
people have been shifted to
safer places.

Meanwhile, water level in
Chambal river in Dholpur
today crossed the danger ma-
rk. The water level is posing
threat of flood-like situation
In more than two dozen vil-
lages near the river. Pl
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