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S-W MONSOON TO BRING GOOD RAINS: IMD |

, :DigitalEdition

Breather for
parched regions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 21 September

An “enhanced activity™
of the southwest mon-
soon will bring good rain-
fall in several parts of the
coun iy for the next three-
frmar days, giving breather
to many regions reeling
under severe waterdefi-
clency, the Indian Mete-
orological Department
has said.

“There is acircula-
tion in both the sides of
the country. On the
east side there is a low
pressure area over
north Gujarat and
Rajasthan. There is
another low pressure
area in Jharkhand and
adjoining areas of
Gangetic West Bengal
and Bihar. This will
bring a good amount of
rainfall till 23 Septem-
ber,” IMD Director-
General Laxman Singh
Rathore said.

The “line of with-
drawn™ now passes
through Amritsar,
Hissar, Ajmer and
Barmer, the IMD said.

Rathoresaid good
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rainfall activity will
continue until Septem-
ber 23, but the mon-
soon will start with-
drawing rapidly from
several parts there-
after. “Heavy to heavy
rainfall would occur at
isolated places over
sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim and
Bihar; isolated places
in Assam and Megha-
laya, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir, East and
West Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarkhand, Haryvana,
Chandigarh, East and
West Rajasthan on 22
September,” IMD said.
“Situation seems to
be improving now. The
low pressure area lying
over North Gujarat
will move in a north-
easterly direction
towards the plains of
North India. The
effects of this system

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6623695?show=print

will be complemented
by the presence of a
Western Disturbance
over North Pakistan,”
Skymet, a private
weather forecasting
agency, said.

Skymet added that
the combination of
these two systermns will
bring fairly wide-
spread rainfall over
North India. The entire
plain region, including
west Rajasthan, Delhi,
Harvana, Punjab and
west Uttar Pradesh,
will receive some rain-
fall till 23 September.
This could be the last
spellof monsoon rains
for this region, Skymet
added. A good rainfall
is much needed in sev-
eral parts, especially,
east and west Uttar
FPradesh where the
monsoon deficiency
stands at 46 and 43 per
cent respectively. Simi-
lar is the case in Pun-
jab that witnessed a
deficiency of 37 per
cent. Harvana, Chandi-
garh and Delhi has
seen a deficiency of 36
per cent.
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9/22/2015 ‘In 10 yrs, Delhi air will be world's deadliest’

‘In 10 yrs, Delhi air will be world’s
deadliest’

The Times of India (New Delhi edition) - 18 Sep 2015 - 9 - Kounteya Sinha @timesgroup.com (DEATHS PER YEAR)

London: In another 10 years, Delhi will record the world’s largest number of premature
deaths annually due to air pollution among all megacities in the world. By 2025, nearly 32,000
people in Delhi will die solely due to inhaling polluted air.

However, it will be Kolkata that will record the highest number of such deaths annually by
2050. Kolkata will see the number of premature deaths spike between 2025 and 2050 and will
record 54,800 deaths due to air pollution — more than Delhi (52,000) and Mumbai (33,100).

Together, these three cities topped the list of premature deaths due to harmful particles
like PM2.5 and O3 in the air. Annually, 3.3 million

PREMATURE MORTALITY

People worldwide die prematurely from the effects of air pollution. This number will dou-
ble by 2050 to 6.6 million if

IN THE MOST POLLUTED MEGA CITIES

Emissions continue to rise, according to a team of scientists at the Max Planck Institute for
Chemistry in Mainz.

In 2010, 75% of such mortality occurred in Asia — 1.4 million in China and 650,000 in In-
dia.

http://www .pressreader.com/india/the-times-of-india-new-delhi-edition/20150918/281818577622365/TextView 17
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Che Cribune

~ | VOICE OF THE PEOPLE | &

Himachal

2.5 lakh visit Manimahesh

Published on: Sep 22 2015 12:57AM

The Manimahesh lake and Mount Kailash at its backdrop.

Balkrishan Parashar
Bharmour, September 21

Despite severe cold weather en route famous Manimahesh shrine this year, around 47,000
devotees of Lord Shiva took a holy dip in the icy waters of the sacred Manimahesh Lake at an
altitude of 4,170 metres nestled in the mountainous snowy ranges of the northwestern Himalayas
in Chamba district during the past 24 hours.

http://www tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=136044&catid=4&mid=53 12
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9/22/2015 2.5lakh visit Manimahesh
The pilgrims also had a vision of the holy image of Mount Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva)

situated at an altitude of 5,656 metres on this auspicious occasion of Radhashtami, the
concluding day of the Manimahesh pilgrimage this morning.

While so far, during the past fortnight nearly 2.50 lakh pilgrims have visited the Manimahesh
shrine from different areas of HP and the adjoining states and took holy dip.

ADM of Bharmour Satish Kumar Chaudhary said that the pilgrims had a hassle-free journey.

The ADM further said that the pilgrims hailing from Bhaderwah region of Jammu and Kashmir
state also visited the pilgrimage centre and had a holy bath on Janamashthmi.

A ban on the use of polythene was imposed. Garbage disposal pits were made alongside trek of
the Manimahesh climb. The ADM adding that health facilities were provided, especially by
specialists of Sri Ganga Ram Hospital, Delhi, at different places.

http://www tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=136044&catid=4&mid=53
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Rain brings
slight relief &
waterlogging

Showers To Intensify Today

Rajesh Mehta

SHOWER DELIGHT: Weather is likely to clear up by Thursday

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Themuchneeded
break from heat came in the
form of light to moderate
showers across the city on
Monday. Many parts of cen-
tral and east Delhi witnessed
a short spell of heavy rain for
about30minutesthat prompt-
ly led to waterlogging and an
increase in humidity levels.
“The rainfall was not uni-
form and officially, no rain

WEATHER

4 Max 35.8°C (+1)/Min 26.2°C
(+2)

II II II / Moonrise: Tuesday -hh.mmam
Moonset: Wednesday -hh. mmpm
Sunrise: Wednesday — 6.10am
Sunset: Tuesday — 6.19pm
Generally cloudy sky. Rain may occur. Maxi-
mum & minimum temperatures on Tuesday
willbearound 34°C & 26°C. Maximum
humidity on Monday was 83% and
minimum 53%.

was recorded in Delhi either
by 5.30pm or by 8.30pm. How-
ever, we did receive reports of
light to moderate showers
from east and central Delhi.
The intensity and duration of
rain will intensify over the
capital and neighbouring ar-
eas on Tuesday and by Thurs-
day, we are expecting the
weather to clear up,” said a
Met official.

Therainfall is aresult of a
low pressure area over south
Rajasthan and neighbouring

areas. Easterly winds werein-
teracting with a western dis-
turbance because of which
large parts of northwest In-
diacouldreceiverainoverthe :
nextcoupleof days. “Heavyto
very heavy rainfall would oc-
cur at isolated places over As-
sam, Meghalaya, Punjab, Hi- :
machal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Gangetic West Ben-
gal, east and west Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, east and :
west Rajasthan over the next
two-three days,” said the Met
official.

Because of the recent :
change in wind direction, :
from northwesterly to easter-
ly, the northern plains had
been receiving a lot of mois-
ture from the Bay of Bengal.
Consequently, humidity lev- :

elsin Delhi had started rising

and on Monday touched a :
high of 83%. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
were 35.8degrees Celsius,one
degree above normaland 26.2 :
degrees Celsius, two degrees
above normal, respectively.
Between 8.30am and 5.30pm,
significant rain had only
been recorded at Faridabad
with 8mm and Delhi Univer-
sity with 2mm. The last time :
Delhi recorded rain was on
August 24. Till Monday morn-
ing, the city had recorded
515mm rain since June 1,
109mm below normal.



STATOISTICS

WHERE

THE RIVER

RUNS

Historically, civilisations
developed on the banks of
rivers and even today it is
important to understand
the characteristics of
rivers as well as the area
supported by them for
various planning and
developmental processes.
A systematic description
of Indian river basins, the
basic hydrological unit
around a river — land,

rainfall, runoff drain and so
on — was first attempted in

1949 by the Central Water
and Power Corporation.
Various agencies use
different criteria in
dividing the country by
river basins. The division
is important for planning
and development of the
country’s surface water
resources. It is generally
agreed that there are 12
major river basins in India.
The largest is the Ganga-
Brahmaputra-Meghna,
which has the highest
catchment area and
supports about 46% of the
population living in river
basins. It is followed by
the Krishna, Godavari
and Indus basins in
terms of size

Estimated per capita Average
Annual Water Availability (M3)

Estimated
Population

i1,271 ........ %
1,062 ?%,
_ 58 ‘%
Indus (U 494 ’5/,%?0
to Borde’r)) Ganga 13407 (/%
%
%,
5667 .7
1,486
Godavari
74
933
Krishna
84
Cauvery
530

Subernarekha 13 g5g

Brahamani &
Baitarni 2113
Mah i
ahanadi 37 1826
Pennar
West-flowing rivers 13 472
from Tapi to Tadri Mabhi
Minor riv.e‘r West-flowing Sabarmati 761
sﬂrammg mtod rivers from Tadri Narmada 14
yanmaran to Kanyakumari
Bangladesh vasumart 263 _Total
) Tapi Estimated
2 i 20 2253 Population (Million)
14976° 9 6 266 o0 1162
. 30 731 Estimated per capita
Area of inland 33 Average Annual Water
g ;a.; r;etlﬁ: n|n 2,460 Availability (M3)
| ) ‘ t 2,528 1608
West-flowing o L
rivers of Kutch East-flowing rivers East-flowing rivers

between Pennar
and Kanyakumari

and Saurashtra
(including Luni)

Source: Central Water Commission,
estimates are for 2010;
Research: Atul Thakur; Graphic: Anil Dinod

between Mahanadi
and Pennar
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A prayer for the river

o Akanksha Jain

Despite an NGT order banning immersion of idols made of non-biodegradable material into the Yamuna, Ketan Bajaj found many
devotees leaving behind a pile of waste in and around the river on September 18.Photo: Special arrangement

e

I am praying that some officials would assure that the garbage that has got collected would be removed soon: Ketan

On Monday morning, a man working with a leading private company was spotted praying on the footpath right outside the National Green
Tribunal.

All by himself, with his eyes shut, 43 year old Ketan Bajaj, a resident of Sarita Vihar, intended to snap government bodies out of their
slumber. He started his prayers a little after 9 a.m. An hour later, he was asked by the police personnel to move inside the NGT premises.

And what forced him to take this step?

On September 18, three days after the NGT banned immersion of idols made of non-biodegradable material into the Yamuna and asked the
agencies to keep a check, Mr Bajaj reached Yamuna Ghat at Kalindi Kunj with some volunteers.

What he saw, shocked him. There were neither any mobile toilets nor any dustbins. The devotees, in celebration, were immersing idols of
Lord Ganesha and Vishwakarma in the river along with plastics, flowers, puja materials, etc. The devotees left behind a pile of waste, plastic,
flowers, etc, in and around the river.

The directions of the NGT seemed to have gone down the river too. This ground reality disturbed him.

“I, with some volunteers, prevented people from throwing plastic bags in the river. Some volunteers, mostly kids, also swam in the river to
fetch the plastic bags already thrown. These were then deposited on the bank of the river. There was no dustbin kept by the administration.
There was no signboard to inform people not to throw plastic bags into the river. Now I am just praying that some officials would assure that
the huge amount of garbage that has got collected would be removed soon,” said Mr. Bajaj, a PhD in computational neuroscience from IIT
Delhi who now works with a private company in the US.

The scenes from the Yamuna Ghat at Kalindi Kunj from September 18-20 raised doubts on government’s oneness with the NGT on
revitalising Yamuna by 2017.

“The river has life, but it cannot speak for itself and tell about its suffering. In three days (18-20 Sept), immersion of idols ceremony had
massacred the Yamuna Ghat at Kalindi Kunj, Delhi. This prayer was to seek compassion for the river. There are only 2 requests: Place
dustbins at the ghat that would be cleared by MCD regularly and send workers to clear the huge mess created during immersion ceremony,”
he said.

http://www .thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/a-prayer-for-the-river/article7675805.ece?css=print 12
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Mr Bajaj prayed the government agencies forget their differences and come together to revive the Yamuna. He said if the government does
not act, he would hire sweepers and get it cleaned for which he requested support from masses.

I am praying that some officials would assure that the garbage that has got collected would be removed soon

Printable version | Sep 22, 2015 2:03:08 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/a-prayer-for-the-river/article7675805.ece

© The Hindu

http://www .thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/a-prayer-for-the-river/article7675805.ece?css=print
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Cheer for Mumbai: 7 lakes got 32
million litres since Saturday

The Times of India (Mumbai edition) - 21 Sep 2015 - 2 -

The minimum temperature at Santacruz dropped to 24 degrees C from 25.6 degrees
recorded on Saturday and 27 degrees C on Friday. In Colaba, the minimum temperature
dropped to 25.6 degrees Celsius from 27.3 degrees recorded on Saturday. The maximum tem-

peratures, however, stayed the same.

m ™

Earlier this month, the BMC had enforced a 20% water cut for residential buildings and a
50% curtailment to commercial and industrial units. The BMC normally supplies 3,750 million
litres a day to Mumbai, but after the recent 20% water cut it was reduced to 3,200 ML. Modak
Sagar is now the second lake to overflow. On Saturday, Middle Vaitarna reached its full capac-
ity and excess water from this dam was released to the Modak Sagar.

The smaller Tulsi lake, which contributes only 1% of Mumbai’s water supply, too was close
to its overflow mark on Sunday night.

Steady rains over the catchment areas since Saturday added 32 million litres (ML) into the
seven lakes. Friday’s heavy rainfall had added almost 48,849 million litres of water to the lakes.

By Sunday morning, total water in the lakes was as follows: Modak Sagar-1,27,001 ML,
Tansa-1,24,875 ML, Vihar-12,118 ML, Tulsi-7,837 ML, Upper Vaitarna-1,23,434 ML, Bhatsa-
4,89,846 ML and Middle Vaitarna-1,90,143 ML.

Sunday’s rainfall also added to the

Million litres water level and the BMC stated that 30 to 40 mm waterfall was recorded in
catchment areas till 6pm. Details on the five lakes available with the civic authority showed that
Vaitarna recorded 39.40 mm, Tansa 37.20mm, Vihar 58 mm, Tulsi 32 mm and Middle
Vaitarna 31.70 mm rainfalls till 6pm on Sunday.

http://www .pressreader.com/india/the-times-of-india-mumbai-edition/20150921/281590944360120/TextView 17
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No respite from rains in N-K dists

BENGALURU: There was no
let-up from rains in some dis-
tricts of North Kamatalka for
the third day on Wednesday

Basavana Bagewadi in Vi-
Jayapura district continued to
receive rain for the third day
The showers have filled water
bodies, Rainwater gushed into
low-lying areas washing away
household articles. The rains
hawve triggered agricultural ac-
tivity and a large number of
farmers were seen purchasing
seeds and fertilisers.

several partsof Bagalkot dis-
trict received rains accompa-
nmied by lightning, Badami taluk
reconded the highestrainfall of
218 mm as at 8.30 am on

Wednesday, As many as 542
housesin the district have been
damaged due toincessantrains
lashing the district for the past
10 days.

Man dies in lightning

A person was struck dead by
lightening at Parthanahalli vil-
lage in Athanitaluk of Belagavi
district. The police have iden-
tified the deceased as Ya-
manappa Kandappa Kamble
(55} aresidentof Parthanahalli.
The incident took place when
he was working at field,

Uttara Kannada
Uttara Kannada district re-
ceived widespread rains on

http://www .deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#

Wednesday. Ten tourists from
Hubballi whowere stranded in
the river at Moulangi villagein
Dandeli were rescued with the
help of police and local rafrers,

Shivamogga

Moderate to heavy rainslashed
Malnad region on Wednesday,
Hosanagar, Thirthahalli,
Bhadravathi, some parts of
Shivamogga, Sagar and
Shikarpur received moderate
rains tll noon. A good spell of
rainlashed Hosanagar taluk for
hours together tillnoon, Water
level in Linganamakki dam
rose to 1789,60 feet against the
maximum level of L2319 feer.
DH News Service
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Waterlogging was reported from some parts of Mumbai on Sunday following intermittent rain. One
person was killed in a landslide in the Jivdani area of Virar in the western suburbs. ou paoto

http://www .deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#
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Dream turns into 'reality’ as Godavari meets Krishna
Deccan Chronicle | Bh. Ramakrishna | September 17, 2015, 09.33 am IST
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Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu performing pooja at the Krishna river on
Wednesday. (Photo: DC)

Vijayawada: Marking a historic event, Godavari water reached the Krishna on Wednesday, not directly from

the river at Pattisam but from the nearby Tadipudi reservoir. Irrigation officials provided a diversion at
Guddivagu and 350 cusecs of Godavari water was lifted from the Tadipudi reservoir and let into the Polavaram
right canal to reach the Krishna.

This water flowed up to Nunna in Krishna district and then merged with the Krishna at the inter-link point at
Ferry village, 20 km from Vijayawada. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu poured Godavari
water, brought in a vessel, into the Krishna to mark the interlinking. He unveiled a pylon and performed a puja
to mark the occasion.

Later, speaking at a public meeting, Mr Naidu claimed credit for the inter-linking, saying, “If
former Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee could think of it, | made it a reality. If (irrigation
expert) K.L. Rao proposed it, | implemented it,” he said, adding this was the greatest
moment of his career.

Earlier, heavy rains hit the government’s plans to startt- |~ *~ -~ a project at 9 am, with
the officials failing to fit the heavy motors to the first pipt oject. Not only did the
rain delay the vehicle carrying the motor from reaching on time, it alsostoppsawrs—ngineers from supplying
power.
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At 10 am, the media was informed of the delay and taken to Ferry village. Officials said the
river linking would take place first, followed by the public meeting and then Mr Naidu would proceed to
Pattiseema. The motor would be switched on at 3.45 pm, they said.

This wasn’t to be, as the engineers were still toiling when Mr Naidu reached the village at
4 pm. Mr Naidu broke a coconut there, performed puja at the pipelines and returned. The
motor installation was to be completed by midnight, officials told the media.
Tags: nation 1)

Current affairs (2

Telangana

Godavari river 4

Krishna river (s
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Godavari in spate in merged mandals

e B.V.S. Bhaskar

Residents of Srirangapatnam village in Korukonda mandal being evacuated by district officials.— Photo: By Arrangement

Many rivulets, streams and tanks in East Godavari district, particularly in the newly merged mandals such as Chinturu, V.R. Puram and
Gangavaram, overflowed as rain continued for the fourth consecutive day on Sunday.

Owing to heavy inflows from upstream Khammam, the Godavari is in spate in the district. As the water level at the Dowleswaram barrage
touched 8.40 feet, officials opened 175 gates to let 6.57 lakh cusecs of water into the Bay of Bengal in the afternoon.

The rains left a trail of destruction in the shape of damage to roads and electricity installations. Heavy inflows into Godavari in Khammam
district threatened to assume alarming proportions in Chinturu mandal, cutting road links to several villages because of the overflow of the
Sokileru. Electricity supply to at least 15 villages was stopped since Saturday night.

AP Genco has let out 6,000 cusecs of water from Sabari at Donakarai and stopped generation of power.

As road connectivity between Chinturu and V.R. Puram was snapped, people in 25 villages were stranded. “As the flood level at Bhadrachalam
touched 38.2 feet by afternoon, there is possibility of an increase in the Godavari flood water level every hour. We will monitor the situation
and evacuate people from all villages near the rivulets and streams,” said in-charge RDO for the merged mandals, Narasimha Murthy.

Officials sounded the first-level warning in downstream villages in Konaseema. East Godavari collector H. Arun Kumar appealed people to
remain alert and cooperate with the authorities.

The swollen Godavari started entering villages in Korukonda mandal and water entered Srirangapatnam village. The officials led by the
Collector and Sub-Collector V. Vijayaramaraju visited the village and evacuated people from low-lying areas.

Officials led by Collector and Sub-Collector evacuate people from low-lying areas

Printable version | Sep 22, 2015 12:52:36 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/godavari-in-spate-in-merged-
mandals/article7672604.ece
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Intermittent rains lash Shivamogga dist

September 20, 2015, Shivamogga, DHNS

Intermittent rains lashed several parts of the district on Saturday.

Shivamogga, Hosanagar, Bhadravathi, some parts of Sagar, Shikaripur in the
district received good rainfall in the morning. Showers lashed Malnad region in the
morning. Later, it again rained in the evening.

Several parts of the district had a cloudy weather signalling good spell of rains towards night. Water level in the
Linganamakki dam rose to 1790.80 feet against the maximum level of 1,819 feet as catchment area of the dam
received 15 mm of rainfall.
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Preparing for the climate exiles

e Sujatha Byravan

The Hindu .
"Intense storms, heat waves, droughts and sea level rise are all expected to exacerbate living conditions to such an extent that people could be
forced to move from their homes and become climate exiles.” Picture shows a woman on a raft in the flood-affected Rampur village, 35 km
from Guwahati. Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

The poorest and most vulnerable people, forced to move as result of climate change, will have no legal standing under the United Nations
Refugee Convention

Although firm numbers are not available, reports suggest that more than 4,00,000 people have arrived at the European Union (EU) border so
far this year, driven by wars and conflicts in places such as Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea. In recent weeks, we have watched in horror the
images of officers firing water cannons and tear gas at desperate crowds at borders and railway stations, of people struggling ashore on small
dinghies, and of children who could not make it across.

One hopes that these pictures are not a glimpse into a future with climate change impacts and the resulting conflicts. Disasters such as
intense storms and heat waves and slow moving changes like droughts and sea level rise (SLR) are expected to exacerbate living conditions to
such an extent that people could be forced to move from their homes and become climate exiles. Many may be forced to move into
neighbouring, more protective spaces in the same country or perhaps across national borders. According to the 2006 Stern Review, climate
change may displace 200 million people by the middle of the century

Island Nations

Consider, for example, atoll nations in the Pacific such as Tuvalu or the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. With an elevation of only a few metres
above sea level, these islands will suffer the worst effects of storms and flooding and may be partly or entirely submerged by even a couple of
metres of SLR. While the population of these small island states is relatively small, people will have to leave their country without a viable
nation state. Those forced to move in this manner have no legal standing under the United Nations Refugee Convention, which offers
protection only for those who have been forced to leave their country owing to “well-grounded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race,
religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion.”

Worst of all, the people most affected by these changes will be among the poorest and most vulnerable. Their own nations’ contributions to
greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations in the atmosphere are relatively trivial, but they would suffer some of the most severe effects. It is no
surprise then that Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) has called for global action to limit warming to 1.5°C, as opposed to the general
focus on a 2°C limit. In a grim reminder of reality, however, the World Bank in its report “Turn Down the Heat” says that without action, we
could be seeing warming by 4°C above pre-industrial levels.

Low-lying delta regions of the world such as those of the Irrawaddy and the Ganges-Brahmaputra are also vulnerable to the effects of SLR.
More than a tenth of humanity resides in vulnerable regions of the world that are within 10 metres of today’s sea level, also known as Low
Elevation Coastal Zones (LECZ). Close to half of Bangladesh lies in the LECZ and these areas will be severely affected by rising seas.

Anticipating these changes with rising temperature, it is important that we prepare to address these issues instead of building fortress-like
nations. Regional agreements, joint action, training and skills, sharing of knowledge, technologies, lessons from successes and failures to
adapt should all be part of a regional focus in preparing for SLR. Labour agreements are especially important and should be combined with
skill building and training in advance of migration.

Loss and damage

http://www .thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/preparing-for-the-climate-exiles/article7674720.ece?css=print 12
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The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has acknowledged a domain referred to as Loss and Damage
(L&D), which essentially tries to capture these types of inability to cope with the effects of warming. This is distinct from mitigation, or
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and adaptation, or finding ways to live in a warmer world. At the Conference of Parties (COP19) of the
UNFCCC, held in Warsaw in 2013, all parties agreed to set up a new mechanism on L&D. The issue is important because even after GHG
emissions are reduced and communities adapt to climate change, there would still be loss and damage to people, livelihoods and
infrastructure as a result of their inability to cope with climate change. Loss generally refers to the complete forfeiture of items like land,
ecosystems, or of human lives, while damage refers to the harm to infrastructure and property that could be repaired. The term includes both
economic and non-economic losses.

In order to gain traction, however, this issue needs support from rich countries (Annex-1 countries in UN parlance). The term L&D has, at any
rate, come to imply liability and compensation, which makes it particularly challenging for rich countries, which are responsible for the bulk
of the GHG concentrations in the atmosphere. It is still not clear if L&D will figure at all in the negotiations and whether it would then be part
of the core agreement at Paris.

The Loss and Damage mechanism is up for review in 2016 and developing countries want to ensure that it is part of the core agreement in
Paris, so that its centrality is established. This is why developing countries “are fighting tooth and nail to ensure L&D figures in the core
agreement”, said Indrajit Bose from Third World Network.

Commentators on a recently concluded meeting in Bonn, a preparatory meeting for the Paris COP, have said progress was slow but others
contend that various issues will get trimmed down as discussions move forward and the focus will shift to ‘key matters’. With less than three
months remaining to decide these questions, time is running out.

The refugee crisis in Europe reminds us that the Paris agreement needs to be wider than just the reduction of greenhouse gases, or mitigation.
The text of the recently concluded meeting of Like Minded Developing Countries in Delhi states that the issues for the Paris COP are
“mitigation, adaptation, finance, capacity building, technology development and transfer, transparency of action and support as well as loss
and damage.” Acknowledging and acting on these issues would help prevent the kind of crisis we are now seeing in Europe in future as a
result of climate change.

(Sujatha Byravan is Principal Research Scientist, Centre for Study of Science, Technology & Policy [CSTEP] )

Printable version | Sep 22, 2015 2:04:20 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/preparing-for-the-climate-
exiles/article7674720.ece
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Dams fall short of maximum level

ARUN SHARMA
ROPAR, SEPTEMEER 20
Az the filling period of
reservoirs ended today, the
water level fell short of the
maximum capacity at all
three dams — Bhakra, Pong
and Ranjit Sagar in the
state — thanks to deficit
rain, especially the dry spell
since September 1.

The filling period of
Bhakra and Pong reservaoirs

e All reservoirs are nearly
full. There is nothing to be
worried about. Water will
be supplied to partner
states of Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan according
to their demand. %

SK Shanma, s2ME MEMEER, RAIGATION

starts from May 21 and
June 21, respectively, and
ends on September 20,

At Bhakra Dam, the water

level was registered at
1.676.72 feet apgainst
1,678.36 feet last year at the
end of filing period. At
Ranjit Sagar dam, also
known as Thein dam, built
on the Ravi, the water level
was 51147 metre against
916.72 metre last year.
However, the water lev-
el at Pong dam was
1,381.24 feet today, far
higher than 1367.62 feet
recorded last year.
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