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Cabinet gives Clean Ganga Mission power to fine polluters
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FLAGSHIP INITIATIVE: T he bulk of the river cleaning projects involve setting up of sewage treatment plants, — FILE PHOTO: AFP
installing trash skimmers and beautifying the ghats.

This will help us tackle 22 drains responsible for 90% of pollution of river, says Uma Bharti

The Union Cabinet has approved changes allowing the National Mission for Clean Ganga to fine those responsible for
polluting the river. Earlier this power was vested solely with the Central Pollution Control Board.

“We wanted powers of the Environment Protection Act,” said Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti. “This will help
us tackle 22 drains responsible for 90% of the pollution of the river.”

The Rs. 20,000-crore National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is among the flagship initiatives of the government
and though at least 230 projects have been sanctioned this year there is very little progress on the ground in various
States along the river such as Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar and Uttarakhand among others. The bulk of the river
cleaning projects involve setting up of sewage treatment plants, installing trash skimmers and beautifying the ghats.

Registered society

The NMCG has been a registered society since 2012 and its role is largely to fund projects to implementing
organisations. It didn’t have legal powers to “tackle various threats” or issue directions to polluters. “The mission was
grossly ill-equipped to handle such expectations,” said a press note by the Water Ministry accompanying the Union
Cabinet order.

The NMCG, which now has the status of an Authority, will have a two-tier management structure with a governing
council to be chaired by a Director General. There will also be State-level committees.

“A key focus of the authority will be maintaining required ecological flows in the Ganga with the aim of ensuring water
quality and environmentally sustainable development,” said Ms. Bharti.
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India in the throes of a water war

ON FIRE Disputes over sharing of
resource have led to strikes and deaths,
the latest being the Cauvery row

Chetan Chauhan

= chetan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Last year, the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change told policy mak-
ers that by 2050, most countries
will be fighting over water.

Barely a year later, India is
already witnessing deaths, strikes
and incidents of self-immolation
over sharing of the natural
resource between its constituent
states. Karnataka has been onthe
boil ever since SC ordered that it
release Cauvery water to neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu.

Odisha called for a bandh
in August to protest against
Chhattisgarh’s projects on
Mahanadi, ariver shared by thetwo
states, forcing Centre to intervene.
Punjab, for its part, has refused to
provide Sutlej water to Haryana
despite an SC order, resulting ina
public spat between the NDA-led
governments of Parkash Singh
Badal and Manohar Lal Khattar:

The genesis of therising water
disputes, however, lies in the
unclear and overlapping Indian
water law that allowsstates to exer-
ciseabsolute territorial power over
water flowing through their terri-
toriesand politics that incentivises
water wastage.

In the Constitution, water is a
state subject that allows excess
use of water without consulting
lower riparian states. In such
a scenario, the Centre can only
redress conflicts with limited pow-
ers of arbitration. At best, it can
appointan inter-state water tribu-
nal whose order can be challenged
in the Supreme Court -leading to
along-drawn judicial battle. The
Cauvery dispute first landed in
the apex court in the 1950s, and

the Sutlej water-sharing dispute
between Punjaband Haryana has
beenlanguishing there since 1975.

There is another dimension to
this problem that gets overlooked.
Many states promote water-inten-
sive crops that gulp dovwm the lim-
itednaturalresource. For instance,
the cultivation of pulses in Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka has more
than doubled in the last 20 years,
and this isspurringfarmer protests
over sharing of Cauvery water.

“Our agriculture economy
wastes more water than it con-
serves,” says Himanshu Thakkar;
an independent water expert. “We
have invested billions in damsand
irrigation networks, but very little
on water conservation.”

India has seen three droughts
in thelast 10 years (the most for a
decade in the last 150 years), and
the situation will only worsen due
toclimate change. Terming 54% of
India as “water-stressed”, a 2015
‘World Resources Institute report
said: “Almost 600 million people
are at higherrisk of surface-water
supply disruptions.”

Vandana Shiva of Navdanya, a
non-governmentadvocacy group,
has written on how water is being
“abused” and “overused” in India.
To illustrate her point, she cites
how the amount of water used to
producea quintal of farm produce
in India is the highest in the world.

There is a solution to this quan-
dary, but it would require harsh
and politically difficult decision-
making. The erstwhile Planning
Commission, in its 12th Five Year
Plan (2012-17) report, recommend-
ed putting aprice on every drop of
water, scrapping power subsidy
for pumping ground water, and
providing incentives for water
conservation and reuse. Sadly; it
still remains a recommendation.

(With inputs from state bureaus)
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WATER WARS IN

FEDERAL INDIA

More and more states are fighting with one
another over sharing of river water — a lifeline
for India’s farm sector employing more than
60% of the population. Here is a primer on how
water is disrupting relations among states

Chhattisgarh
Bh 5

(1) SUTLEJ-YAMUNA
LINK CANAL

Punjab vs Haryana

The Punjab
Re-organisation Act,
1966, provided for river
water sharing between
Punjab and Haryana.
Work on a canal linking
Sutlej with Western
Yamuna canal was
stopped in 1990. The
SCmay soon advise
the President on a 2004
decision of Punjab to
abrogate all water-
sharing deals with
Haryana. It's likely to
become a poll issue.
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Odishavs Chhattisgarh

In this four-decade-old
dispute, Odisha accus-
es Chhattisgarh of
depriving Hirakud dam
of water through the
construction of reser-
voirs along the
Mahanadi. Odisha CV
Naveen Patnaik has
politicised the issue by
accusing Chhattisgarh's
BJP government of
denying the state its
rightful share of water.
He even staged a walk-
out in the monsoon
session of Lok Sabha.

Telangana vs neighbours

Newly formed Telangana
wants the Central Water
Tribunal to revise water
allocation from Krishna
river to Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and itself.
Karnataka, Maharashtra
have opposed the move,
saying the AP
Reorganisation Act calls
for sharing of Krishna
water already allocated
to Andhra Pradesh
between the two Telugu
states. Telangana’s plea
is currently in court.

Karnataka vs
Tamil Nadu

Karnataka claims the
British-era Cauvery
agreement does not
give the state its
due share of water.
However, Tamil Nadu
says it needs more to
sustain the increase
in agricultural
activities. A recent
SCverdict ordering
the release of water
to Tamil Nadu
resulted in wide-
spread violence
across Karnataka.

Bay of
Bengal
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= Charred remains
of buses torched
by pro-Kannada
activists during
their protests
over the
Cauvery row.
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Tamil Nadu vs Kerala

Tamil Nadu is resist-
ing Kerala's move to
build a dam across
Siruvani river near
Attapadi, stating
that it will deprive
Coimbatore city of
drinking water and
affect farmers in
three districts.
Kerala, however, is
entitled to 6 tmc of
water as per the
Cauvery agreement.
The two states are in
a deadlock over
theissue.

Odisha & Chhattisgarh
vs Andhra Pradesh

Odisha and
Chhattisgarh are
opposing construction
of the multi-purpose
Polavaram Dam in
Andhra Pradesh,
claiming that 10,000
villages in the two
states will be sub-
merged due to the
project. However,

the Chandrababu
Naidu government
has denied the charge.
The case s still in
Supreme Court.
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The fight over the Cauvery: questions of economy and culture

SIMPLYPUT

The Krishna Raja Sagarwas the first dam to be builton the Karnataka side. Tuinkseok

Historical grievances
and shrinking incomes

JOHMNSONT A
BENGALURU

IN A letter written on July & 1915, SirM
Visweswaraya, thenDiwan of Mysone and
thee muaster engi near wheo built the Krishna
Raja Sagardam, mobed: “The whole area ir-
rigated under the Cawe rySystem in Mysore
at prese i is about 115000 ame sonhy against
a oorresponding area of 1225504 acres in
Madras__ Onver the years, the fact that a
larger agricultural areain Tamil Madwis de-
pendent on the Cawvery, has played a key
rale in determining how the waters of the
river shouwld be split amang the two states_

Agriculture in the Cawvery delta region
af Thanjaur and Tinschirappalli began more
ithan 2 (M) years agn “Itis said that a Chola
king constructed the Grand Andast_ which
formed a greatimigationsysem in Thanja-
vurdistrict inthe first century AD said the
Cawvery River Wate rDis pue s Tribumal

Atthetumofthe present e niuryimga-
tion inthe Cawvery basin in what i now
K armataka was carried out mainhy through
diversions of rivers, and tanks. "5 ince thene
wiats ivd re serva ¢ the waaters of Cawveny and
i tributaries like Kabini, Hemavathy, Haran-
1, Suvar nanvathy, wed to pass throwgh the
State of Mysore but their ultimate destina-
tion was the delta area of the then State of
Madras. ™ the Tribunal said

As aresult of this historical skew Thhas
ahways had access to the lion's share of wa-
ters —at the beginning of the Xthcentury,
only arvund 138 thousand million cubic
(TMC) feetoutof the rver's intal yie l_esti-
mated at 740 TMC it at 50 depe ndability,
was available to Karnataka. In 1924, the
states signed an agreementallowing TH
ex pand irr igation by 11 lakhacres to 23 lakh
acres, and Karmataka by 7 lakh aoes to 10
lakh acre sover the agree ments S0-earlife

Upto 1974, however, Mysaore/Karmnataka
was able to develop anly 6824 lakh acres
— a fallowt. it claimed. of the unfanourable
terms of the 1924 agreement. As the 50-
year period progressed, it set abowt build-
ing more imigation projects in addition o
the Krishna Raja Sagar dam ( 1928 ) t0 wse
thee river’s waters.

The neewe projects gave risetothe dispute
with THoverthe sharingof wate s resulting
eventually in the setting up of the Cawery
‘Water Di spuies Tribumal in 1990, In its final
arder on Febneary 5. 2007, the Tribunal
awarded 419 TMC fit owt of 740 TMC fit to
Tamil Madue 200 THWC fi toKamataka, 30TME
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ftto Kerala and 7 TWC fi to Pondicherny. The
remaining 14 TMC fi was reserved for envi-
ronmental protection and outlowtosea

Mearhy 29 |akh ames of paddy crop inTH
and an estimaied 14 lakh amesof paddy and
s mi-drycropsi nk amataka are curmenty de-
pendent on Came ny waer. Kamatakafarm-
ers hanve traditiomally resented the fact that
theeir TH coumnterpants grow 3 paddy crops a
yearwhile they have o be satisfied with 1 and.
i there is wate rleftinthedams after releasa
o ThL asecond, less water intensve crop

“ Forthe paddy Brmerin Mandya (K.ama-
taka) the agricultural season begins in | ume-
July. ends by Movembser. In recent ye ars e
has had onby 1 crop,unlike in Tamil Madu
where 2 or 3 crops are assured every year)
said Rudrap pa Gowda a paddy farmerin
Mikerevillage If all goes well Rudrappacan
exped each acre of paddy o yield about s
30u0ee0h, bk afierallthat hvehas to spend, he
is leftwith only about Rs 5006 for himse If

1t is difficult being a farmer here. Most
hiymes are sending children to workin the
city, withonhyomne person staying back in the
i llage_ At this rate therewillbe no rice farm-
ers leftin Karnataka,” hesaid

The Cawvey Tribunal did ot sym pathise
with the grievance of Kamataka farmers "kt
ts admitied that water was being util ised by
Tamil Madw for second crop formanyde ades.
Conside ringg the fact that it wa sheingutilised
Tor second crop we think it properto permit
Tamil Madu touse water for second crop, if
surplus wake rs available " itsaid in 2007

Agrialiure experts have pointed tothe re-
fusalofTamersin both staies o move imwards
cultivating les swater-i nbensive bt profitable
crops evenin thednier years_ “Almast all irmi-
gaited areas ane growing paddy In eni migated
areas, rag is the predominant crop. Ifthe
Kharif ragi could be grown under irrigated
conditions insie ad of paddy, there would be
savingrin water withowt anyreconomic detri-
ment to the farmers " a Fact Finding
Committes reporiedonthe aoppingpattern
inKamatka “Further_ thereis saope for in-
tensive reseanch and introdwsction of shart-
term varietie s of paddy). " the re port said

Om Tamil Madw, the Committee said
“mast of the requirement” of the second
Kunuvaicrop, whidh requires abowt the same
water asthe Samba crop, and s grownin
about 25 of the Cawvery delta, “has to be
met from the storages. ausinga big drain™—
and *savings can be effecied by restricting
the dovhle crop paddy area. i nbrodwction of
ashorierdurationvariety inplace of Samba,
ansd Enovwi NECTO S requirning less water.”

Kerishna Raja |
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IRRIGATION: TANKS, CANALS

A dayafter SC ordered Karnataka to release 6,000 cusecs to TN daily until Sept 27, all parties met in Bengaluru, and the state Cabinet was mulling options on the way ahead

“The jewel among maidens,
the life force of civilisation’

AMRITHLAL
MNEWDELH

LOMGACO.when i mewasarive ¢ there livedarishi
called Kave ra His daughter Lopamudra was mar-
riedto the sage Agastya. whokept herin his kaman-
dahi Once, at atimeof amdne. Lord Brahmabe@me
acrowand tipped the kamandaly Out fell Kaveras
daughier — Kaveri—in the formaof ariver, bringing
relief and pros perity. In other tellings of the story,
Kavera is a king; Lopamudra a representation of
Wishmu's mapa, with twin manifestations of a hue-
manand hahrwater KaverLorCauveng alwas Gkes
theformiof ariver goddess withimmense cpacity
o bve amed rvurtuene. Rt surprisingly. she is counted
amongthe ¥samed riversin the o ndana slaka,
‘Gange dha Yamune chaiva Goadavari Sarswati/
Nanmada Sindhr Kmerd jabsmin sannddharm kit

Farcenturies, the Cawvery hasfosered dvilis.a-
tians, kingdoms have risenon her banks_and her
beounty has allowed rulers to buwild great temples
andd emypines stretching beyond the seas_The Tamil
e pics. Silappadikaram and Manimekalal elebrated
her beauty. the hymns of the Azhvars and
Maryanmars (aisnanvite and Sanvaite saints ) samc-
tified hersame dness In the music of great Carmatic
compasers, and the scholars and wrike rswho ved
and wrote in the river’s fertile delta. the Cauvery
emerged as thevital foroeof civi lisation

Bast the riveristoday just awt liymeasurable in
cuses and TME feet_a jug of statistics selectively
emplmed by itsconsumers. it nowdivides peaple,
bee cause people have chosen to forget that the
Cauvery is one river which needs cane as it flows.
Fram the Brahm.agiri hills inCoorg. pastthe Mysur
plateaw and the ghatson the Tamil Madu border i
farm the Akhanda Cauvery befone s plittingintomu-
menows channels that empty inbo the BayofBengal
Dammed extensively, pol luted with abandon,
mined heavily forsand — in Karnataka and Tamil
Madu the Caneryis a shadow of itsglorioes past.

Thee river s sacred geography begins.as amoun-
tainstream at Talacawvery in Coorg. It flows past
the & mple wwnsof Somanathapura, Bhagaman-
dala. Srirangapatnaand Shasamudram inKarna-
takato enter Tamil Madie Theneisn't. like the Mar-
mada, a Cauvery parkrama, but the acoount of
Tamil writers Thi | anakiram.an and Chitt who un-
e riood ome in the 19648, the Madanthai Vazhi
Kmveri, or "Eternal Cawvery’, is a remarkable oul-
tural histony of the riverand its heritage.

Thee Tamil kingdoms that rose in the Cawvery

CROPS: 3 RICE CROPS INTN, ONEIN K ARNATAKA; AL'S0 SUGAR CANE

beasin were early puveyors of imgati on projects.
The ol de st dam on the river, Kall anai, upstream of
Trichy, is said tohave been bauilt by K arikalaChola,
whanuled Cholannandalam inthe 2nd century The
great Cholas who followed in the 9th cemtury,
Rajaraja and Rajendra, expanded onthe imigation
warks tospread the Cawvery to alarge area and
gemerate agricul wral surphesthat enabled them to
baild an empire_ The great temples of Chidam-
baran, Thanjaur, Srirangam, Da rasuram, Gangai-
kondachol apuram. Kumba konam, Thinnarusr —
the list isend less — came up alangthe rivers many
distributaries. At the great Chola port of Kaver-
poompattanamar Poompuhar, trading ships from
distanit] ands docked. The port. describe d indetail
inSilappadikaram, has now been bost i the sea, and
the river can be crossed on footinthe dry season.
The de lta is amasaic of diverse faiths: the gre at
beasilica at Velankannd, the dwrches of Trichy.an
earhycentre of Christianity, the Suficentre of Magore.
Ot of Chidambaram s spirinal unierse grew the
iconography of Mataraja. Music became synony-
mous with the river The trinity of Camatic nusic
— Thyagaraja Swamikal Muthuswami Dikshitar
and$ hyama Sastri —were bom in Thinsvanerinthe
Cawvery delta Thyagarajaa mendicnt, ved and
died at Thinnaiyyanyavillage on the river shanks.
His aoxmyposition in Asaveri raga, Saari wdaling ee
Kaverini joodawe is a @ lebration of the river — Waa
Kinveri kanpakoamani, or “This jewel among maid-
e ltwas inthe Thanjaner court that thewesiern
vialin became am acoompanying i nstrumenit for
Carnatic redtals. Testtiles, bronzecasting brasswaork,
and veena manufachuringindwstries fourised
‘With the rise of Madras as the city of Empire.
the cities on the Cauvery began to lase their pre-
eminence. But the river fiowed quiethy, inspiring
peoects nvt just in Tamnil but inother tonmees as welL
Cauveryssiory today is te storyof anavenes-
ploited riverand its ;ve rdeveloped basin. The ex-
cessivedepende noe ondam-entrici migation had
alre adyled to the neglect of the delta’s ponds and
erta{ tanks] Industriali sation and urbanisation had
aneven mare devastati ngimpact. Tribwtaries] ike
the Mayyal that flows past the textilecityof Tirupur
are now tasic streams. Farmers along the Nanal
have nathin g left on their farms, with sespage
from the river rining even wells. At Noyyal vil-
lage, where it joins the Cawvery, the water stinks
and dead fish lie on thegreat river’s sandbanks.
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HYDERABAD: The Apex Council
on river water-sharing be-
tween  Telangana  and

AndhraPradesh hasresolved
to constitute a joint team of

engineers to study the avail-
ability of water in the
Krishna river. It has also de-
cided to install telemetric
équipment at all major pro-
jects to assess the drawal of
water by the two States and
request the Krishna Tribunal

to make proportionate alloc- -

ation of water.

The council resolved tg al-
locate water to the two
States, based on the findings
of the the high-power team
comprising senior officials
from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana as well as the
Central Water Commission.

“We  will request the
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal to make propor-
tionate allocation to the two
States based on the report,”
Union Water Resources
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IN A_L: Water Resources Ministé U Bharti with AP Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu (right) and Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao during the Apex Council
Committe meeting in New Delhi _ PHOTO: RY. MOORTHY

Minister Uma Bharti told
reporters in New Delhi on
Tuesday.

Ms. Bharti convened the
first meeting of the Apex
Council, mandated by the
provisions of the A.P Reor-

ganisation Act, 2014, on
Wednesday.

Telangana Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao, A.P.

- Chief Minister N. Chandrab-

abu Naidu and senior offs-
cials of the irrigation depart-

~ment participated in the over

two-hour meeting convened
to resolve the impasse. The
Union Minister said discus-

sions were held in a cordial

manner and a broad con-

sensus was arrived at on .

three major issues. .
The meeting had been
convened to resolve the dis-
putes between the two States
through dialogue and their
representatives had presen-

ted their points of view dur-

ing the interaction.

She recalled that a propos-
al had been made during the
erstwhile NDA government
to evolve a national water
policy. Another proposal had
been made to place river wa-
ters in the Concurrent List.

“There is a need to evolve
a mechanism relating to
sharing of water in an
amicable manner between
the States,” she said adding
that issues relating to water-
sharing between Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka were
also discussed.
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j To release or not to release Cauvery
‘water, that is the critical question

| KRISI-{NAPRASAD

BENGALURU: A decision by the
Karnataka legislature not to
release Cauvery water to

Tamil Nadu would be bind-

ing on the executive as the
legislature, like the Supreme
Court,

powers -to - take action
against the executive for not
adhering to its decisions,
said some legal experts.

The government, they
said, based on a decision by
the legislature against the
release of water, could go
before the Supreme Court

pleading “helplessness” in
obeying the court’s direc-

tion for releasing water, in

3
Covering L., YIS
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is—also a con-
stitutional: -+ body - having .

Will a demsmn by
the Karnataka
legislature, also a
constitutional body,
bind the executive?

view of conflicting direc-
con-

tions from two
stitutional bodies.
If the Supreme Court

hauls up the executive un-
. der the Contempt of Courts
- Act for disobeying its direc-

tion, the executive could
contend that the disobedi-

ence was “not wilful” as it

had to adhere to a contrary -
order from the legislature.

Like the Contempt of Courts

~Act, the legislature can also -

[ QR S .- . 7 ) v W

haul up the executive wing
for breach of privilege if any
of its decisions is not imple-

‘mented.

Past experience
As it would take some

~ time to convene an emer-

gency session of the State

legislature, a section of legal

experts -said it would be
better for the government to

release water till then as the -
government was chastised

by the Supreme Court in

2003 when Chief Minister

S.M. Krishna disobeyed its

direction to release water to

Tamil Nady, citing law and
order problem and shortage
of water,

“If an elected government

says because of law and or-

der problem it eannot com-
ply with our order, then let it
go,” a three-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court had or-

ally observed when the
‘Tamil Nadu government |
filed a contempt of court

petition against Karnataka.

Finally, Mr. Krishna had i

submitted an “ uncondi-

tional apology” to the Su-

preme Court.

 Karnataka cannot pass
any law on river disputes as

an attempt made by the gov-
ernment in 1991 to nullify
the interim award passed by
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal, was struck down
by the Supreme Court, hold-

1ng that States cannot make
- alaw on inter-State rivers.
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Siddaramaiah goes by political
consensus, public perception
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BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, who
has been accused of taking
unilateral decisions on many
issues, took a political con-
sensus before going forward

- on the Cauvery issue.
It is believed that the Con-
gress high command, too,
- was consulted and all legal
opinions discussed thread-
bare before the matter was
. discussed 1n the all-party
|4 meeting on Wednesday eve-

Former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda and Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah at an all-party meeting on the Cauvery
issue in Bengaluru on Wednesday. — pHOTO: PT}
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ning. |

Going ahead and not im-

~ plementing the order would

make Mr. Siddaramaiah the
second Congress Chief
Minister, after S.M. Krishna

Covering L., YIS

in 2002, to not release water
despite a Supreme Court or-
der. |

- The Congress, which
termed the Supreme Court
ruling a major setback to the

State, is believed to have tak-

_en the point of view that the
public perception was’ “too

strong” and it was “po-
litically impossible” to abide
by the order.
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HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 27

Heavy rainfall in Hyderabad
since last night has thrown
normallife out of gear a5 water
entered low-lying areas, creat-
Ing huge traffic blocks at most
of the important locations and

1ssued by the office of Telan-

fana Chief Minister K

Chandrasekhar Rao, he has
Instructed officials to yge
services of the Army andg
disaster Mmanagement teams
to control the situation.

Rao is camping in the
national capital for the apex
committee meeting on river
water sharing between
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana. He reviewed the situ-
ation back home with the
help of senior officials.

The CM also asked offi- -

cials to take neces sary steps
to evacuate people from
low-lying areas, if required.

Commuters had s tough
{ime reaching their destina-
tion with traffic blocks in

fegatet ( e ) -

H’ithdrawing monsoorn

swamps Mumbal, Koni:ar,

E The withdrawing monsoon
led to heavy rainfall in Mum-
bai and the entire Konkan
region, flooding roads and
disrupting traffic. Train Sen-
ices, however, conti nueto
function normally

® Mumbai recorded 138
mm rainfall during the 24
hours ending 8.30 on
Wednesday morning

® More rains are expectedin
Mumbai with heavy rains
likely in Konkan and (Goa TNs

Bty L T PR

several areas due to water-
logging. According to a sen-
lor  Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) official, about 4,000
cusecs of water has beep
released from Hussain Sagar
lake due to incessant rain,
GHMC Commissioner
Janardhan Reddy said peo-
Ple stranded in inundated
areas might call for boat serv.
1ces offered by National Dis-
aster Response teams —. PTI
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Rain lashes Mumbai, Konkan coast

MUMBALI: Heavy rain lashed
Mumbai and the Konkan
coast on Tuesday, slowing
down the road traffic.

The lakes in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
witnessed a significant in-
crease in water level due to
rain in neighbouring districts
of Thane, Palghar and Raigad
from the last three days.

With this, the MMR would
have a comfortable stock of
-water till the monsoon of
2018, said sources.

Weatherman has forecast

heavy to very heavy rain in the
Konkan belt of Maharashtra.
In the last 24 hours, the Cola-
ba and Santacruz observato-
ries of the Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre and the rain
gauges of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) have recorded good
rainfall — average over 50
min.

The useful content in the
seven lakes of MMR that sup-
plies water to Mumbai —
Modak Sagar, Tansa, Vehar,
Tulsi, Upper Vaitarna, Bhatsa

I R A
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and Middle Vaitarna — now
stands at 14,36,035 million
litres, as against the 10,75,254
million litres in 2015, accord-
ing to BMC.

The IMD has advised fish-
ermen not to venture into the
Arabian Sea for the next 24

hours.

Traffic snarl |
As rains lashed Mumbai, traf-
fic in south Mumbai slowed
down significantly.
According to Skymet
Weather, the western coast re-

ceived good rainfall. “Maha-
rashtra withessed some really

good spells in the last two
days. Within a span of 24

hours, from 8.30 am on Mon-
day, Mahabaleshwar wit-
nessed sharp showers of 75
mm, Harnai received 35 mm
rain, Mumbai 22.6 mm, Rat-
nagiri 40 mm, Dahanu wit-
nessed 22 mm and Bhira
recorded 21 mm of rainfall. A
few regions of coastal Kar-
nataka and coastal Gujarat
also witnessed light spells.”
DH News Service
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OURLEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 20: The
Supreme Court today directed
Karnataka to provide 6,000
cusecs of Cauvery water aday
to Tamil Nadu till September
27, when 1t will hear the mat-
ter again, and asked the Cen-
tre to constitute the Cauvery
Water Management Board
within four weeks. |

A special bench of Justices
Dipak Misra and UU. Lalit
passed the directive while
questioning the “adjudicat-
ing” authority of the supervi-
sory committee that had yes-
terday asked Karnataka to re-
lease 3,000 cusecs of water a
day till September 30.

Since both states have op-
posed the interim directive of
the supervisory committee,
the apex court today asked
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to
file their objections.

The proceedings lasted till
4.45pm, well beyond the
court’s regular closing time of
4pm.

The bench noted that
the supervisory committee, an
expert body, has the authority
to suggest the quantum to be

- SCdea
- up Cauvery board

( geetr )

/

released but cannot assume an
adjudicatory role by passing a
direction on the sharing of
waters.

It was formed in 2013 fol-
lowing a Supreme Court order,
as an interim measure to ex-
amine the water requirements
of the two states until the
water management board was
constituted.

The apex court today re-
peatedly asked additional so-
licitor general Pinky Anand,
appearing for the Centre, why
the board had not been consti-

tuted although the Cauvery

Water Disputes Tribunal,
while passing the award in
2007, had directed setting
it up. |
The tribunal’s final award
makes an annual allocation of
419tmcft (thousand million
cubic feet) to Tamil Nadu, 270
to Karnataka, 30 to Kerala and
7to Puducherry:

The additional solicitor
general told the bench that the
Centre could not constitute
the board because both states
have challenged the award in
the apex court.

Justice Misra said this

'could not be an excuse and di-

rected the Union government

o |
te set up the beard w1th1n four
weeks. |

Senior advocate Fali Nari-
man, appearing for Karnata-
ka, repeatedly asked the court
not to pass any “pro-tem”
order arguing that it would set
an erroneous precedent when
the state was facing a drinking
water problem.

During the arguments, Na-
riman said that over the years,
“each of us (both states) took
inconsistent positions that ‘I
want my pound of flesh’. What
if we (Karnataka)don’tgive or
can’t give?”

He argued that the tribunal
decree would be difficult to im-
plement because Karnataka
does not get normal rainfall
every year.

Justice Misra said: “First
of all, the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Board has to be con-
stituted.”

Senior advocate Harish
Salve appeared on behalf of
some residents of Bangalore,
seeking to be heard in the mat-
ter. Salve submitted that the |
court has to determine
whether residents’ right of
drinking water has a prece-
dence over Tamil Nadu farm-
ers’ crop rights.
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Ashish Tripathi

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday directed
Karnataka to release 6,000
cusecs of Cauvery river wa-
ter every day to Tamil Nadu
from September 21 to 27.

A Bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and U U Lalit passed the
order, disregarding the strong
opposition raised by Karnataka
that any further release of wa-
ter for the purpose of irrigating
Tamil Nadu’s samba crops
would lead to sacrificing its
own drinking water needs.

“As an interim measure, we
direct Karnataka to release
6,000 cusecs of water from to-
morrow till the next date of
hearing September 27,” the
bench said after a two-and-half-
hour hearing.

The court also directed the
Union government to set up a
Cauvery Management Board
within four weeks. This has also
come as a setback to Karnataka
which has been opposing its

- formation till the judgement by

the apex court on its appeal
against the Cauvery Water Dis-
pute Tribunal’s decision.

The court pulled up the
Union government over the de-
lay in constituting the Cauvery
Management Board which
should act as “an independent

CHUTHTE TR

Protests erupt
in basin areas

Protests eruptedinthe
Cauvery basin areas soon
after news of the Supr
Court order over the Cau-
very issue came outon
Tuesday. Farmers and pro-
Kannada activiststookto
the streets in Maddur,
Mandya, Srirangapatna,
Mysuru and other parts of
the districts in the evenmg

T T TR A

mechanism to achieve the ob-
jective of distribution of water
as determined by the Cauvery
Water Dispute Tribunal in
2007,

“The Supervisory Commit-
tee was constituted in 2013 but
more problem is arising. Pend-
ing challenge to the Cauvery
award, you can’t go on like this.
How long have you been fight-
ing over it,” the bench asked
the counsels representing the
Centre, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu.

» Cauvery, Page 13

Related reports, Pages 7 & 2

SC orders state to release
6k cusecs to Tamil Nadu

Boardto
regulate water
release

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI: Once the Cauvery
Management Board (CMB) is
formed in accordance with the
Supreme Court’s order, it will
regulate the release of water to
beneficiary states.

However, the water will be
released as per the Cauvery
Water Dispute Tribunal’s final
order. Also, all the reservoirs
in the Cauvery basin will come
under the board’s purview.

The tribunal, in its final or-
der earlier, said a board can be
set up on the lines of Bhakra
Beas Management Board,
which monitors the release of
water to Punjab, Haryana and

Rajasthan.

The board will be headed by
a senior official as decided by
the Union Water Resources
Ministry. All the riparian states
— Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala — and the Union Terni-
tory of Puducherry will have
their representatives on the
board, an official from the Min-
istry of Water Resources said.
» Board, Page 13
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~ “This dispute is there since
1892. The Cauvery Manage-
ment Board is an expert body.
Just because problem did not
arise earlier does not mean that
it will not arise in future,” the
bench added. |

At the outset, senior advo-
cate F S Nariman vehemently
objected to the decision of the
Supervisory Committee which
was read out by Additional So-
licitor General Pinky Anand.

Concurring with the view,
the bench said, “The Supervi-
sory Committee is a pro tem
measure.”

“We require the Supervisory
Committee as an expert to see
that the award is implemented
and take a decision how it is to

be implemented when there

are issues and allocation of wa-
- ter 1s not possible like in the
case of deficit or calamity. In
this case, the committee has
adjudicated on the matter
- whichis notits role,” the bench
said.

. Nariman, for his part, again
underscored the fact that Kar-
nataka had suffered a deficit
. year. He contended there was
| no formula for monthly release
of water and no provision for
distress year in the tribunal’s
decision.

He agreed that the annual li-

reregse

ability had been fixed at 192 tm-
cft. Senior advocate Shekhar
Naphade, representing Tamil
Nadu, countered him, saying
Karnataka was not willing to
part with water even as per its
own claim of deficit of 48%.
“The drinking water is a bogey.
They want to keep water for
drinking purpose but they

withdrew 26 tmcft for irriga-

tion,” he claimed.
Nariman submitted that the
matter had to be adjudicated

by the apex court and a report

should be called for from the

Supeivisory Committee. “We
want to challenge the direction
for release of water for 10 days
by the committee. I am object-
Ing to it. You have to give some
final order. Please decide what
15 to be done for the future,” he
said.
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While Karnataka and other
states will lose their superviso-
Iy powers over their reservoirs,
the board will play a major role

in administration, operation,
maintenance, and regulation
of water supply from Cauvery
and its tributaries to all four
states as per the tribunal’s or-
der. Before starting the process

~of setting up the board, the

Ministry of Water Resources

( has to notify the tribunal’s final

Nariman also submittedthat

the tribunal’s decision was not
in absolute term with regard
to distribution of water and the
language emphasised for ten-
tative release. '

The Bench allowed both
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to
file their objections within
three days to the direction by
the Cauvery Supervisory Com-
mittee to Karnataka to release
3,000 cusecs per day. The next
date of hearing is September
27.

DH News Service

[ — e

order as per the Inter States
Water Disputes Act.

Once the Centre notifies the
final award of the tribunal, the
Cauvery Supervisory Commit-
tee will cease to exist and new
set of bodies like Cauvery Man-
agement Board (CMB) and
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) will come
into existence. The CWRC, a
sub group headed by a mem-
ber of the board, will be consti-

Bengaluru
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regulate...

tuted to assist to the board on

water storage, crop cultivation

and other related issues. The

committee will comprise ex-
perts from irrigation, agricul-
ture, animal husbandry, hy-
drology and related fields.
Though in 2013, soon after
the tribunal’s final award was
announced, the Centre tried to
set up the board and sent the
matter to the law ministry,

seeking its opinion. However,

the matter was pending asKar-
nataka questioned the final

award and also pleaded with
the apex court to keep the set-
ting up of CMB in abeyance till
the court reviewed the tribunal
award. Tamil Nadu, on the oth-
er hand, has been demanding
the board at the earliest. -~

An official said the board will

benefit all the states, similar to
the Tungabhadra Water Man-
agement Board, which decides
allocation of water to Karnata-
ka and Telangana.
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BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CONGRESS government in
Karnataka Wednesday decided
to postpone the release of 6,000
cusecs of Cauvery water per day
to Tamil Nadu as directed by the
Supreme Court on Tuesday. The
state government said the issue
will be discussed ina special ses-

sion of the state legislature sched-

uledforFriday, -

The decision was announced
by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
late Wednesday after discus-
stons with the cabinet, legal and
Irrigation experts, the Opposi-
tion Janata Dal Secular, and for-
mer PM H D Deve Gowda
Gowda reportedly advised that
a special session of legislature
should be called before deciding
on the issue.

In a media statement,
Siddaramaiah said, “In the light
of the Supreme Court’s interim

Covering L., YIS

order of September 20, the gov-
ernment has held lengthy dis-
cussions in an all-party meeting
and in the state cabinet. The ali-
party meeting has suggested the
convening of a special session of
the legislature to address the js-
sue. In this background, we have
decided in the cabinet to ask the
Governor to call for a session of
the state legislature on
September 23 at 11 am.

“Till the session arrives at 3
decision, the issue of releasing of

water has been postponed.”

It added, “Only the JDS and
the Rajya Raitha Sangha at-
tended the all party meeting. The
leaders of the BJP did not come.” -

The state BJP had earlier an-
nounced that it would not par-
ticipate in the all-party meeting.
“We are boycotting the meeting
because the state government
has refused our demand for 3
joint session of the legislature to
discuss the issue,” state presi-
dentBS Yeddyurappa said.
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BENGALURU: Karnataka will not

release Cauvery water to Tamil

Nadu, the state cabinet decided .,

onWedImdagdefymgaSlm

Court order that had g IRk e
the country’s IT hub, last W X
The decision was tak .
aday aﬁerthetop cowrt re Rog
an earlier order and agked the
Kamamkagwernmmthore]ease
6,000 cusecs of water to the neigh-
bouring state tif] September 27.
"Ihemhmethmmmmda‘a-

Cotvene a special assembly session

ion September 23 on the issue.
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In Tamil Nadu were d&maged |
4CTross Bengs 74y Qn ' ber X
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are facing water sho
to a defi¢ient monsoon?

on the Krishna Raja Sagajsi Dam

\#‘Kd_arlplataka \\%‘g

Ing people, their |

r lataxa where f Lo Y el‘s ;.
Jtores
the river’s water at the ref rvoir

decides to close
the Cauvery tap

. - Bengaluru police imposed
»  prohibitory orders banning

aspémbly of five or more peo-
e till Séptember 25. Additional
Jeurity forces have also been

JP skipped the all-party-

to | f:f"'«eeting attended by JD(S)

Jeaders including former prime
‘minister HD Deve Gowda,
leader of Congress in the Lok
.Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge,
former chief minister HD
Kumaraswamy | [
... State BJP president BS |
~Yeddyurappa said the party |

Deve Gowda is understood
to have advised Siddaramaiah
against releasing water to Tamil
Nadu stating the drinking water ,'
requirement of Karnataka was
more important.

“Drinking water should be
glven priority. If they (Tamil
Nadu farmers) suffer crop losses
1t can be compensated but we
cannot compromise on drink-
ing watet,” Gowda told media

PErsons.
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