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Green nod for Kaleshwaram se\gmgm”}

Toirrigate 45,‘742 acres in Manthani constituency (;Pfcel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Union Ministry of Envir-
onment, Forest and Climate
Change has -granted the
second-stage ' forest . clear-
ance ‘for the Kaleshwaram

Lift Irrigation ‘Scheme (not -

the Kaleshwaram Trrigation
Project) intended to irrigate
45,742  acres ' land in
Manthani constituency of
Jayashankar—BhupaIapaHy
district. e
Also known as Kannepallj
lift .irrigation scheme, the
project is envisaged to lift 4.5

TMCft water from the Godav- -

ari and fill 4 minor irrigation
tanks in Mahadevpur mandal

mandals in the constituency
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by drawing another 0.3 TM-
Cft water.

The -project - comprises
construction of intake canal,
pumping stations, pressure
main .and gravity canals.
Taken up with an estimated
cost -of %499.23 crore, the
Project does not result in any
submergence of human hab-
itations or agricultural fields,
but requires diversion of 650
acres forest land for laying

" pipelines.

Benefit cost ratio
The MoFEF has already issued
Stage-one forest clearance to

“the project and its benefit
“.COSt ratio is 1:5.

and also provide drinkiag v
water to 63 villages'of four ’

The project intends to jt-

.tigate | 27,809 acres in

Kataram ‘mandal, 10,086 in

Y
angana

Mahadevpur, 6,203 if Ma- |
hamutharam and 1,643 acres

in Malhar Rao mandal.
Minister for Irrigation T.

Harish Rao directed the offi- :
cials to complete the project :
by June 2018-end and irrigate
the designéad ayacut, which
was being denied water due

to delay in forest clearance
for the last six years.
Meanwhile, “Mr. Harish

Rao on Thursday reviewed
-the progress of Packages 15

and 16 of the Kaleshwaram

Project and directed the offi- :
cials to speed up acquisition
of 8,000 acres land for creat- :
ing -irrigation potential in

Yadadri-Bhongir district.

He wanted the official to

complete acquisition of land

for canals by October. ‘ /
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New Delhi, Sept. 20: The Ce-

i ntre’s biotechnology depart-

ment today announced plans
tp launch a floating laboratory
on the Brahmaputra to studyv
the biodiversity and ecosvs-
tem along the river’s fiood-
plains to help guide river and
flood management policies.
The so-called Brahmapu-

. tra Biodiversity and Biology
" Boat (B4)initiative will place a

barge equipped with laborato-
ries o analyse soil, plants, mi-
rrobes and water at diftferent
points along the river to gener
ate new knowledge for multi-
ple agencies involved in river

" management, senior biotech-

nology officials said.
The lab on the boat will

' provide scientists an opportu-
! nity to study plant biodiversi

tv along the river's flood-
vlains, interactions between
the water and biodiversity and

. impacts of humans on the
. ecosystem, said biotechnology
! secretary Krishnaswamy Vi-

jayRaghavan.

A group led by Utpal Bora,
professor of bioengineering at
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Guwahati, is likely to
anchor the research activities
on the boat.

“The information from
such research could feed back
into decision making on is-

i sues such as dealing with

floods.” VijayaRaghavan said.

The B4 initiative, devel-
oped in consultation with the
Union ministry of develop-

- ment of the northeastern re-

gion (DONER). is expected to
start in December this vear
with the first laboratorv on a

" boat that will move along the

river from Pasighat in Arun-
achal Pradesh to Dibrugarh.
Neematighat, Tezpur and Gu-

Brahmaputra;”

¥

Erosion caused by the Brahmaputra on Majuli in Assam.

ﬁRsCentre‘s initiative is
likely to aid in better understanding of erosion activities on the island

wahati in Assam..

A senior biotechnology of-
ficial said one possible goal
would be to understand better
the long-standing erosion ac
tivities on Majuli. the world's
largest river island that has
been shrinking

Scientists from Dibrugarh
University and a Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search laboratory in Jorhat
had in 2003 documented that
Majuli had an erosion rate of
about 1.9 square km per vear

between 1920 and 1998. “We'd
like to understand better
whether certain species of
vegetation might help control
such losses.” the official said.
Over time, the biotechnol-
ogyv department will introduce
a larger barge that will have
two floors —- one for scientific
staff housing analytical and
study equipment, while the
other floor will host local citi-
zens to help them understand
the experimental process of
science data generation.

Under a suggestion from
the DONER ministry, the bio-
technology department also
plans to add smaller boats that
could conduct similar scientif-
ic studies along smaller tribu-
taries and river channels

Union science and technol-
ogy minister Harsh Vardhan
sald the proposal of floating
lab on the Brahmaputra is pa-
rt of multiple biotechnology
department initiatives in the
Northeast, including a “major
mission” to look for new medi-

cines in traditional plants.

Vardhan said the Re 50-cro
re “phyto-pharma plant mi-
ssion” will seek to identify, co-
nserve and propagate the cu-
Itivation of key medicinal pla-
nts, tapping if available into
the traditional ethno-botanic-
al knowledge and the biodiver-
sity of the Northeast.

The mission’s goal would
be to help cultivators in the
northeastern states to grow
botanical raw material that
could be used by the phy-
topharmacerutical industry
worldwide.

The department has also
initiated an effort to use bio-
technology interventions to
increase the yvields of the aro-
matic rice varieties in the no-
rtheastern region. The aroma-
tic rice, particularly Joha and
Black rice, have high aroma
content but are currently vie-
wed as poor vielders and sus-
ceptible to pest attacks.

Vardhan also announced a
biotechnology department pl-
an to distribute an inexpensi-
ve microscope crafted out of
origami — a foldoscope — to
dozens of schools and colleges
across the Northeast.

The foldoscope, developed
by Manu Prakash, an assis-
tant professor of bioengineer-
ing at Stanford University in
the US and expected to cost
about Rs 70, will allow stu-
dents to study microscopic ob-
jects in the absence of tradi-
tional. more expensive, labo-
ratory microscopes.

The minister said the bio-
technology department had
decided to commniit 10 per cent
of its annual budget for pro-
grammes in the Northeast.
This vear. the department ex
pects 1o spend Rs 200 crore on
initiatives in the northeastern
states.
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