12/22/2015

Fi=;

BEREsaY

=
i '-‘:

, :DigitalEdition

LS passes National
Waterways Bill

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, 21 December

TheLok Sabha today passed
akey Bill piloted by Shipping
Minister Nitin Gadkari that
would ensuredeveloping 101
waterways and in thelongrun
contr ibute towards the growth
of manufacturing sector and
the success of theambitious
Make in India’ programme.

The government said it
was aiming to garner Bs 1
lakherore to fund projects to
provide low-cost river trans-
portation as the Make-in-
India’ dream will not be re-
alised if logistics costs arenot
reduced.

"... B0 waterways are be-
ing given priority. We want
to work with state govern-
ment support. If some state
governments says they donot
want to work, we will not
work. We will work with co-
operationof states,” M Gad-
kari said.

Citing the "successstories”
of Europe as well as China
in theuse of waterways, Mr
Gadkarisaid Indiaislagging
behind and outlined how the
government is now develop-
ing national waterways to cut
logistics cost, make Indian in-
dustry competitive and help
developing smart townships
along the rivers.

Replying to a debate on
The MNational Waterways Bill,
2015, he sought the support
of states in this endeavour

The House later passed the
Bill ey vioiee vote afterappro-
val of the official amend-

ments, mostly of technicalna-
ture, and rejecting an amendd-
ment proposed by N K Pre-
machandran (RSP).

Others who participated
in the debate were Trina-
miul WP D Ratna De Nag who
said the Centreshould imme-
diately consider connecting
MNabadwip and Mayapur with
Kolkata via waterways as
they see a lot of tourist fow

MrGadkarisaidhismin-
istry is working to develop
three more major ports, be-
sides theexisting12as theaim
is to reduce the logistic cost
with a view to promote ex-
ports, generate employment,
boost tourism and growth.

Responding tomembers’
questions over funding of
the ambitions waterways
projects, the minister saidhe
isaiming to garner Rs 1 lakh
crore through innovative
methods. This would include
a Rs 50,000 crore loan from
World Bank, investment of
profits of shipping PSIs in-
toasubsidiary company and
obtaining dollar loan at cheap-
er rates, besides seeking
funds from the Budget.

Hesaid his ministry has
hired foreign consultants to
seek technical expertise for
constructionof water ports.

Talking about the meas-
ures being taken, the Minis-
ter said in two yvears time
Ganga willlook cdean, logis-
tics cost willreduee to 15 per
cent from 30 per cent, mar-
ketcompetition will increase
and a new township will be
set up along river.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7753590?show=print
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Elders discuss floods,
want farmers’ panel

STATESMAN NEWS SEREVIGE
New Delhi, 21 December

Members in the Rajya Sab-
ha across the political spec-
trum today tooKup thecause
of farmers hit by recent nat-
ural calamities and demar-
ded establishment of a Farn:
ers’Commission totake care
of thelr interests,

Initiating a short-duration
discussion on the Serious sit-
uation arising due to floods
and drought in thecountry’,
M EC Tyagi, JD({U), said it
was an irony that the govern-
ment, while “running from
pillar to post™ to pass the GST
Bill, never took any such in-
itiative on the issue of Min-
irmm Support Price for farm-
ers. He said the gover niment
should fulfill the promiseon
MSP it had made in its elec-
tion manifesto.

He saidlarge portions of
landhave remained unculti-
vated in a number of states
denying production of wheat
in 24 lakh hectares. Only 40
per cent of land is irrigated
while the remaining 60 per
cent isat the mereyof rains,
Mr Tyagi said.

The earning of farmers

It was an irony that
the government, while
“running from pillar
to post” to pass the
ST Bill, never took
any such initiative on
the issue of Minimum
Support Price for
farmers’

hasnot grmeupwhilethesal-
ary of even afourth grade em-
ployee is a minimum Rs
42,000 as perthe Tth pay com-
mission report.

The government should
form aKisan Avog and make
MCP chief and for mer Agri-
culture Minister SharadPa-
warits chairman, Mr Tyagi
said. He also said the views
of farmleaders should be tak-
en intoaccount as feedback.

Mr Basawraj Patil (BJFP)
backed the demand fora Ki-
san Aayogsaying some such
arrangement should be there
for farmers on the line of a
pay commission forgovern-
ment employvess. Healso sup-
ported cow protection saying
nocow should die in the ab-
sence of fodder and water as
it is the "soul" of the nation.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7753543?show=print
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 21 December

Hundreds of floating bodies of hu-
mans and animals, funeral on the
banks and less flow of water in the
mainstreamare among the major cau-
ses of pollution of the Ganga river,
anITEP expedition team has repor-
ted.

A special team of the border
puarding force which started the
"Swachh Ganga’ river rafting mis-
sion on October 2 from Devpravag
in Uttarakhand to Gangasagar in
the Bay of Bengal as part of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Nama-
mi Gange' project, was today flag-
ged-in by Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju at a special
event here

During the 2,350 km long expe-
dition covering states of Uttarak-
hand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal, the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police teams no-
ticed at least 20 human bodies
floating in the Ganga main-
stream, 200 carcasses of various

animals and about 100 half-burnt
or un-burnt human bodies which
were lying near the banks of the
holy river.

The teams, led by ITBP Com-
mandant Surinder Khatri, also
found that “90 per cent of Ganga
‘water was diverted for irrigation™
leading to a situation where there
‘was not enough water in the main-

stream.

The squad, during its 72-day
long voyage, also tested and hand-
ed over to the authorities con-
cerned the samples of Ganga wa-
ter from 50 big and small cities it
passed through as it found harm-
ful traces of Nitrate, Phosphate,
Ammonia, Fluoride and Chloride
in the water.

Floating bodies, funerals on banks
main causes of Ganga oZZution: ITBP

“These reports will now be
submitted to the Union Home
Ministry and other concerned
ministries for further action,”™
ITEF Director General Krishna
Chaundhary said.

MoS Rijiju said pollution and ef-
fluents in Ganga are like a “black
spot” as he lawded the efforts made
by the force personnel in not only
undertaking the voyage but also
analysing its pollutants.

While the ITEP teams found
that there was a lot of soil erosion
on Ganga's banks, they found that
the wood used for light ing funeral
pyres on the banks of the river
‘was also contributing to its pollu-
tion.

“Fishing and hunting of tor-
toises from the river are being
done in excess even as fishermen
use fine net in order to have a bet-
ter catch, " Khatri said, adding the
teams could not spot any Gangetic
alligator but could see about 1,200
dolphins specific to the eco-sys-
tem of this life-giving river of the
country.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7753563?show=print
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Chennai floods not linked to global warming: Prakash Javadekar
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conference where world leaders linked such extreme weather conditions to climate change, the
event and its attribution to global warming is "not established".

the natural variability of the Indian monsoon system. Although some studies have reported an
increase in frequency and intensity of extremes in rainfall during the past 40-50 years, their

reply to a question in Parliament.

NEW DELHI: Days after the Chennai floods caught global attention during the just concluded Paris

"Extreme rainfall that occurred over coastal districts of Tamil Nadu is highly localised and is part of

attribution to global warming is not established," environment minister Prakash Javadekar said in

government on Monday said the unusual rainfall that occurred in Tamil Nadu was a "highly localised"

Many world leaders, including US secretary of state John Kerry and French foreign minister Laurent

Environment minister Prakash Javadekar. Fabius, had referred to the Chennai floods while making a strong case for a global climate deal to save

the world from similar weather events in future.

Javadekar in his written response said the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and assessment methodology used in India have
indicated that extreme rainfall events are likely to be more frequent in the later part of the 21st century.

"As regards (to) other extreme weather phenomenon, there are many other reasons for their occurrence which may not be related to climate change,"

he said.

He said the Northeast monsoon season during October-December is the chief rainy season for Tamil Nadu and Puducherry and during November,

three large-scale weather systems affected both the places causing extensive rainfall activity over the region.

"The Earth System Science Organisation (ESSO)- IMD has predicted above normal rainfall in excess of 111% of the long period average in its forecast

outlook for 2015 Northeast Monsoon season rainfall over the southern peninsula,” the minister said.

Noting that floods occur due to the hydrological response of heavy rainfall, Javadekar said that its manifestation needs to be assessed by the local
authorities.

"In this (Chennai floods) case, three days advance warnings were issued for placing emergency planning response action by the local authorities," he

said.

The environment minister also referred to "non-climatic reasons" for flooding in cities and industries located in high risk locations, particularly coastal
and riverine areas. These reasons include lack of proper urban planning, demographic pressures, improper sewage disposal and drainage systems, and

encroachment of land.

"As per some reports, the rains and the excess water released from the dam at Chembarambakkam resulted in the flooding of Adyar, its banks and
inundated its floodplain," he said.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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