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GoaandKarnatakaare lockedinatwo- decade old dlspute over theriverasKarnatakais planningtobuildadamonit

CM dubsBJPeffort as‘political gimmick’

SNS &PTI
PhaMas, 2TOTCEMBER
he BJP today sought
to score over the rul-
ing Congress by seek-
ing to work out an
agreement with its party ruled
Goa government on the near-
ly two decade old Mahadayi
river water dispute.

Karnataka BJP chief B S
Yeddyurappa and other lead-
ers met Parrikar in the pres-
ence of party president Amit
Shah in Delhi over the Maha-
dayiriver water sharingissue
yesterday.

In a letter written to Yed-
dyurappa today, Parrikar said
Goa will not oppose giving
water to Karnataka for its
drinking needs.

“The same needs, howev-
er, is to be discussed bilater- -

ally assuggested by the Hon-
owlable Tribunal (Mahadayl
Water Dispute Tribunal),”
Parrikar said in the letter,
copies of which were dis-
tributed at his Press confer-
ence here.

Goa and Karnataka are
locked in a two-decade-old dis-
pute over the river as Karnataka
is planning to buildadamon
it. Theriver originates in Kar-
nataka before flowing into
Goa where it is called Man-
dovi.

Yeddyurappa, the former
Karnataka chief minister, had
also written a letter to Parrikar
yesterday over the utilisation
of 7.56 TMC water from the
Mahadayi for drinking pur-
poses for the drought-prone
north Karnataka. Parrikar, in
his letter to Yeddyurappa,
said though theissue of drink-
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PT
BENGALURU, 24 DECEMEER

Karnataka CM Siddarama-
iahtoday dubbed the BJP's
efforts to resolve the Maha-
dayi river water sharing
issue with neighbouring
Goaas a “political gimmick”
ahead of assembly elections
in the state early next year.
Questioning as to how BJP
state President B S Yed-

ing water is one of the mat-
ters pending before the Tri-
bunal, “In principle, the state
of Goawould not oppose the
reasonable and justified quan-
tum of water meant to be

. el ie border of Vgl
n:»j. « trict of Giviaras . ad dis-

B U LAy, Wi} |

WOuld savp CQorrdm e o

dyurappa can make an
announcement on the mat-
ter, he said either Goa chief
minister has to commu-
nicate to the state gov-
ernment any decision taken
by them or they will have
to submit an affidavit
informing the tribunal,

which is seized of the issue. .

“Who is Yeddyurappato
make the annocuncement
... thisis just a political gim-

utilised for drinking”.

The BJP had tom tommed
its intention to make a big
announcementatitspolleve
Parivaratan yatra held today
atHubbali.The partyis deter-

mick” keeping in mind the
assembly elections next
year.

Stating that he wel-
comes any attempt to
resolve the issue, Sid-
daramaiah said he was still
ready to participate if PM
calls a meeting..of chief

. minjsters of all three ripar-
-ian states ~ Maharasthra

being the other ~ to resolve
the issue.

mined to wrest Karnataka
from the ruling Congress
,which explains why the cen-
tralleadership of the BjP also
metyesterday to see howbest
to ease poll bound Karnata-

ka's problem with Goa on the
Mahadayi dispute

“The government of Goa
understands that access to
the drinking water is a basic
human need....on humani-
tarian ground, the Government
of Goa is willing to consider
therequesttowork out an ami-
cable settlement strictly restrict-
ed to drinking water only to
the drought-prone areas,” it
said. The discussion shall be
without prejudice to the rights
andeententions before the Tri-
bunal; Parrikar's letter said:-

Parrikar said “how much
water Karnataka would receive
would beworked out through
the talks”. The CM also said that
“Goa does not trust the Con-
gress chief minister Siddara-
maiah gfKarnataka, hence the
letter was sent to Yeddyu-

rappa’.
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NAGPUR, 21 DECEMBER ™~ -

The Congress and the NCp
today expressed an appre--
-hension in'the Maharashtra

Assembly that the BJP-led ..

state governmerit may divert

more water to neighbouring -
Gujarat from the Pproposed

Damanganga—PinjalandPar-

Tapi-Narmada projects.
However, state water

resources minister Girish

Mahajan denied the charge. .

Stating that the BJP could
- form government in Maha-
rashtra in 2014 due to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, NCP
MLA Ajit Pawar said: “Wedo
not want to see Modi influ-
encmgmé§r0jebiénafﬁdhg
more water, to Gujarat from
M

Water Development Author-
Ity is‘preparing a ‘detailed
.plan of the project”. -

© " “Theé Da_maqgéhga?ihjal -

project proposes to divert
- the surplus water of the
. Bhugadanthargihﬂlreser-_

¥ voirs in ‘tﬁé,’Dam’anganga'
5: “basinto Mumibai, via the Pin-
+ jal dam on the Pinjal riverin
* ‘the Vaitarna basin. V

o 'Bhugadvillageislocatedlr‘l/

$ Nasik district of Maharashtra
# near the border of Valsad dis-
. . . . .
¥ tictof Gujarat. .- .. ..

The project is expected to

¢ provide 909 million:cubic ...

4 metresof waterto Mumbaifor
+ thedity’sdomesticandindus. .
) irial requirements, .

i Daman Ganga river flows
) through Maharashtra and
i Gujarat, as well as the Union
» Territories of Daman and Diy
+ and Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
*_ LeaderoftheOppositionand
, CongressMIA‘Radhalqishna
i Vikhe Patil said the state gov-
¢ emment should protect the

+ interestof the people ofMaha- _

i rashtraasfarasthe river-link-
i ing projects are concerned.
“Godavari command area

v
]
Lw.wm«

\

- :-project .

~isknown as a scarcity region.
. the Par-Tapi-Narmada, the

aharashtra, The National .

’IhEParTaﬁiNarmadaIink :

“Weda not-
want to see
Modi influenc-
ing the pro-

2 -ject and tak-

i ingmore .
water to
‘Gujarat from Maharashtra,
The National Water Devel-
‘opment Authority is prepar-
ing a detailed plan of the

_\A/‘lﬂlriveflinlqingprojects such
asﬂleDarnanGanga-Pjnjaland

“Stategovernment should pro-.
decttheinterest of our people™ |

Jés llasthestate,! Patil

said. .
broposes to transfer water .
fromthe watersurplusregions
ofWestern Ghats to the water
deficitregions of Saurashtraand
Kutch. Thelinkprojectinciudes
‘Seven reservoirs proposed in
ﬁo'rmMa;}garashtraand south
Gujarat, ™ C

The water from the seven
Proposedreservoirswould he
taken through a canal, which
would save Sardar Sarovar
water. That water will be used
toextendirrigationin Satrash-
tra and Kutch region.

“The state government
should not give lame excuses
suchasaninabilitytolifrwater
to level as high as 600 Imeters.
Maharashtrahasalneadyimple~
mentedliftirrigation schemes
like Tembhu, Mhaisal in San.-
gli district. It is possible to lift i
water from Gujarat to Maha-.
rashira,” Vikhe Patil said.

... Allayingthe concernsraised

2y the Opposition leaders,
waterresources minister Girish
Mahajan said “not a single
extra drop” of water will he
given to Gujarat.
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CAGrap on

| pollution may be

KUMKUM ; f ' fheant
DASGUPTA - ver of pollutants. naréport, the
ptrollerand Auditor General has said
National Mission for Clean Ganga
“could not utilise any amount out of the
Cle ", which meant that the

i — S, /(Y/ ntire amount of 8.14 crore (March 31,

. ‘ S - Slamming the Cen-
fewyearsago,Iwasin Varanasifor tiofi; the CAG said thé mission
ashort visit witha set offriends who “could hotfiridlisethelong-term actionplans

swear by the place. After “soaking even aftermorethan six-and-a-half: yearsof
-A upthecity”, asafriendlovesto put  signingof; agreement withthe consortium of
it dramatica]ly, wedecidedtodoa touristy Indian Institutes of Technology”.1n Febru-
thing: A boat ride along the Ganga. Aswe ary,'theNaﬁpnal G;‘een"’I‘ﬁbunalhadrapped o
slowly moved from éne ghat to another — State agenci .“only wasting: public
stinkingrefuséofthe 'c'ityﬂoaﬁngpastusand money” in the name ofthe cleaning project.
: children swimming next tothem, noncha- g clean'the river; Spending onSewage
- lantly —another boat with three J. apanese - Treatmetit Planits (STP) won'tbe enough; the
touristsand their guide went Pastours. Soon State hastoensiire that theflow of the river
" enough, the tourists took out their fancy  ig intact, According to the Namaini Gange
~ pocket cameras and started clicking firri- Mission, réjuvenationimplies Testoringthe
~ ously: Not the sunset, nof the ghats, but the “wholesomeness” of the river and that
filthinthetiverand thetwo open cremations includes threethings: Aviral dhara(continu-
ontheriverbank. The guidewasundaunted oug flow), nirmal dhara (anpolluted flow)
by allthis: He continued toregalethemwith  ang ecological and geological integrity. Yet
stories of what the Gangameansto Indians - theStateit seemsis overlyfocused on ‘nirmal
andsoon,butIthinkitwas allloston them: dhara’butnot ‘aviral dhara’, forgettingthat
thetourists were moremoved by the present nirmaldharais onlyasubset of avira] dhara;
condition ofthe river than its historicity. notthe othet wayround: To ensurethatthere
It'sreally surprising thata countrythat. isavira] dhara, the focus cannot be only on
views the Gangaasasomekind of areligious  themain riverbutalsoonthe smallerrivers,
entity, has failed so spectacularly tokeep it which feed it. The main problem with the
clean. Thereisno pointblaming successive STPswas not only that they could not cope
governments only; citizens are equally to  with mcreasingpressure, butalsobad main-
blame. There has beenno dearthofplansand teriance. Isit surprisingthenthatweare back
fundingtoclean uptheriver, tosquareone onthe Ganga cleaning mission? N
Butnow itseems we haveanew (strange) ¢ b dasgupta@hindustantimes
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