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Boat rides

MM

up at Purana Qila -

Facility shut for over 100 days now; authorities unsure when it will reopen as deal with ASl expired

BmNDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN

NEW DELHI: For over 100 days
now Delhiites have been
missing out on the popular
boat ride at Purana Quila,
even as the authorities say
they are not sure when the
facility will re-open.

This popular tourist site
has remained closed all
winter and though the neigh-
bouring Delhi zoo is now
open to the public, after hav-
ing been kept out of bounds
following a bird flu scare, the
club continues to wear a
sorry look with boats
stacked together and the wa-
ter body all dried up.

rbodyalldriedup.

Agreement not renewed

Trouble began when the
Delhi Tourism and Trans-
port Development Corpora-
tion (DTTDC), that was pre-
viously running the
operations here, was unable
to renew its agreement with
the Archaeological Survey of
India.

A Delhi government offi-
cial said: “The ASI had re-
ferred the matter to the Min-
istry of Culture which has
now asked the India Tourism
Development Corporation
to run the facility. We hope
the place will soon have the
public back.”

Water from Yamuna
"The Purana Quila lake onl
average attracted 2,000-

4,000 visitors a day andf

sourced water from the

[

N DE[P WATER: The boating club wears a sorry look with boats stacked together and the water body all dned up.
PHOTO: VY. KRISHNAN

Yamuna and  through §
borewell. “There has been a

drop in our revenue,” said a |!
senior official. !

Lower footfall

A DTTDC official said the
company's five-year long
MoU expired on March 31
last year.

“The ASI allowed us torun
the boating club till August
10. Earlier, the agreement
used to get renewed on time.

The place has missed the

annual high of footfall that
we see during the annual
trade fair held at Pragati
Maidan nearby and New
Year, when we get about
7,000 people on an average,”
he said.

Officials say that boating
previously earned T 6 lakh
per month on an average and
during the peak season it
would go up to T9 lakh.

“Our monthly electricity
bill to maintain the facility
comes to around 345,000 and

s

with 70 boats, we have assets
worth ¥ 2 crore lying un-
used,” said a DTTDC official.

Losing its charm?

Visitors coming to the
place too claim that the spot
has “lost its charm”.

“The place is very popular
with children and we come
here during the summer and
winter vacation and spend
an entire day here. Children
love to go to the Delhi Zoo
and then come here for a

boat ride. This is a clean, af-
fordable place for the middle
class and with the facility
closing down it has ad-
versely affected us. The
place was a good option to
keep.the children close to
nature and also away from
the malls. We urge the Delhi
government or the Centre to
look into the matter and en-
sure that the place is open to
the public as socon a pos-
sible,” said Surabhi, a resid-
ent of Pandara Road.
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e he orld has turned the page on 2016 with
* +$hé&-wbrrying revelation that it was'the
warmest year on the instrumental tetord
 since thelate 19th century, andthe hottest

v of three record- breakmg years in a row, While the
.- rise in global average surface temperature by about

LI° C last year over the pre-industrial era was ag-
gravated by the E1 Nino phenomenon 6f2015-16, the
trend is a warning to all countries that they cannot

- afford to ‘rely-on carbon-mtensrve growth any
" Jonger. Explaining the scientific view, NASA's God-
* dard Instituté for Space Studies points to the rise in
: temperature as’being driven “largely by’ mcreased

carbon dromde and other ‘human-made emissions

_into the atmosphere ”The warming pattern. must”

be seen in the context of declining sea ice coverin
the Arctic, compoundmg the loss of ice sheets in

. Greenlandand the Antarctic, In the Arctic, whichis
{- --witnessing d decline in the extent of sea ice in the
" lowest month at the rate of about 13% every decade, ;
L meltmg creates:avicious circle of more exposure of
- *dark areas to sunlight, higher melting and more

dark surface absorbing heat. Such phenomena ac-

" celerate the tate of global warming, with con-

f'sequences through climate change for. ‘coastal

i - areas, access to water, farmmg and haman health.

A warming globe with changes to the climate in
the form of alfered rainfall, drought, floods, lost
biodiversity and reduced crop yields’ would partlc-l

ularly affect millions in China and India. It is hearts -

ening that Chinese President Xi Jinping. asserted

the importance of the Paris Agreement on climate .
change at ‘the Davos meetmg of ‘the. World Eco- :

nomic Forum, ‘and v1rtually ‘cautioned " mcommg
U:S. President Donald Trump against reneging on

- it. India’s own commitment to'the climate accord
must be strengthened with clear and unambiguous: -
actions. This should lead to a scalmg up of renew-,
{- - able energy and measurable decline in use ‘of fossil
" fuels. Union Power Minister Piyush Goyal hag
o promlsed a steady increase in solar power capacity,
" going beyond the target of 100 gigawatts by 2022;
- but such goals become more credible when there is
- action'in individual States t6 make the average Cit=
izen a partner in the effort. States should be ranked -
| ontheir policies that help unlock i investment in the
" sector, including domestic rooftop installations,

and the weak service infrastructure for solar
should be upgraded without delay. India’s water
stress is heightened by extreme wedther episodes,
4nd This Tequizes-an enhanced-policy- TeSponse 10

protect farmers, livestock and' vulnerable com-' -

munities.
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A NEW BALANCE

f ) Envrronment rmmstry cannot be an obst icle to  deVelgy t
‘nor rnerely a clearmg house for prOJects "V ')l}\

N THURSDAY ENVIRONMENI‘ MlnlsterAml Madhav Dave asked non-offi-

cral experts, who are part of committees constltuted byiis ministry, to ex-

- ; pedite clearances of pending projects over. the next three months. While
- E : the minister darified that hlsdlrecnves pertamto“genmne projects”, ,his 45-
! 5 mmute addresstothe experts seemed to conveythattheyhadbecome stumbling blocks
for developmental initiatives. “Clear projects fast. Don't hold back development,” he told
them. The minister’s directives might seem salutary given thatthe UPA government con-
voluted enwronmemal clearance 'procedures il they became vu'tually meamngless But
by apparently seekmg to attenuate the role of experts, Dave s dn‘ecﬂves run theriskof
t ‘diluting the environmerital safeguards his miriistry is mandated touphold. - -

' Environmental dleararice procedures area prerequisite for efficient and sustamable
managementof natural resources. They ensure that adversei impactsof economicgrowth -
are mitigated and managed. but these procedures are not, i ipso facto, agamst develop-
menitand growth, Marntamlnga balance between environment and development, nev-
ertheless, is not an easy task The i inputs of scientists and non—ofﬁaal experts on the en-
v1rot1ment rnlmstry S prolect appralsal commlttees are crmcal to ensure that the
1mperat1ves of economlc growth and protectlon of natural resources are served.
Independent experts help maintain the checks and balances in the country’s environ-
mental clearance procedures. Unfortunately, Davé’s d1rect1ves not only lend weight to
the arguments that s see envuonment and econormc growth m confrontatlonal tenns "

stamps —and notmdependent experts - m its nrOJect apprarsal cormruttees S
. Dave'semphasis on speedy clearance of projects seems to be a continuation of a dis- .
quieting trend that gained ground under his predecessor Prakash javadekar The envi-
ronment rmmstry iskeentobe Judged by the riumber of pro;ects it clears “Don’t com-
promise on the ease of domg business, the key goa] of the governrnent," Dave told the .
independent experts on Thursday. A fast-developmg country does require the environ-
ment ministry to work in tandem w1th agencies that further economic growth, but it
- would be alarming if the rhinistry glves up its primary functlon and becomes a clearing
house. It'snobody’s case that the environmental clearance procedures inthe countryare .
foolproof. Data on projects, for example, is either scanty or dubjous. The environment
ministry does require.a change in direction. But it requrres more careful thought and
Judgement than has been evrdent sofar. ' : Sl
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PAKTO INDIA, WB: INFORM
'ABOUT HYDEL PROJECTS

MATTERWAS DISCUSSED DURING AN INTER- l\&/STERIAL MEETING

* PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, 20 January

Pakistan today asked India
and the World Bank to
inform itabout all the dams
and hydropower projects
proposed to be built by India
under the Indus Waters
Treaty on the westernrivers,
and not just the two projects
under dispute currently.

The matter was discussed
during an inter-ministeri-
al meeting presided over by
Finance Minister Ishag Dar
yesterday.Ministers and
other representatives of the
ministries of water and
power, foreign affairs and
law and justice, the Attor-
ney General's office and
civil and military experts
attended the meeting.The
meeting observed that the
president of the World Bank
had drawn up the lots for
appointment of umpires
for a court of arbitration
before it had puton hold the
process about two months
ago.

“This meant that the
World Bank was convinced
and had accepted Pakistan's

.3
-Covering L., YIS

position,” Attorney Gen-
eral Ashtar Ausaf claimed.

Pakistan said its stance
was that not only the two
schemes under dispute at the
moment the Kishanganga
and Ratle projectsbut tech-
nical and otherdetails of all
the upcoming projects
should be shared with the
World Bank and Pakistan,
along with their designs
and locations, so that Islam-
abad could examine them in
a manner that they did not
create problems every now
and then and the treaty
could function smoothly,
said Ausaf. The meeting
also asked a taskforceled by
the attorney general to for-
mulate a strategy for future

~ handlingof thedisputed pro-

ects Ausaf said the chief
executlve officer of the
bank, Kristalinal Georgle

va, who is second only in
hlerarchy to its president,

would arrive on January 26
for deliberations on the sub-
ject. :

He said the senior official
was inducted into the World
Bank group on January 2
and her visit to Pakistan
would be her first trip out-
side Washington, which
meant that the bank was
attaching great importance
to Islamabad's case.

At the same time, Ausaf
said, it was dec1ded that
the bank must be remind-
ed thatithad acriticalrole
to play and that it should
honour its responsibilities

under the treatyThe Finance
Ministry said that Pakistan
viewed the treaty as a use-
ful and time-tested mecha-
nism for sharing water with
India and that Islamabad
had always abided by it.It
said it was in the interest
of both countries that they
continue to implement the
terms of the treaty. In this
spirit, Pakistan would con-
tinue to fulfil its obliga-
tions under the IWT. The
contrasting stances of Pak-
istan and India were delib-
erated indetail atthe meet-
ing.The treaty, signed in
1960, gives India control
over the three easternrivers
of the Indus basin - the Beas,
Raviand Sutlej - while Pak-
istan has the three western
rivers - the Indus, Chenab
and Jhelum.The IWT aiso
sets up a mechanism, the
Permanent Indus Com-
mission, which includes a
commissioner from each
country.

The current dispute
revolves around the Kishen-
ganga (330 megawatts) and
Ratle (850 megawatts) hydro-
electric plants.
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