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National Highways in
A.P. blocked in protest

VIJAYAWADA

‘Cauvery row: Karnataka

not to file review petition '

Decides to impress on the Centre need to establish a dispute resolution forum

The protests against the ;S!Ei:‘:fékiORRESPONDENT I(Gfala
denial of the Special Category z 5 o :
Status gained momentum With an additional all_oca‘ I'IlOV(i‘S SC

with the blockade of the
National Highways under the
aegis of the Pratyeka Hoda

tion of 14.75 tmcft of Cauvery
water to Karnataka, the all-
party meeting — convened

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

Sadhana Samiti on Thursday. by Chief Minister Siddara- NEW DELHI e
The Opposition parties turned maiah here on Thursday to 3 The Kerala government on
the Chennai-Kolkata highway discuss the fallout of the Su- X Oy ’ Thursday moved the
at Ongple into a playground preme Court’s verdict on the  All together: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and others at the Supreme Court for a
resulting in traffic pileup. issue — has unanimously de-  all-party meet in Bengaluru on Thursday. =speCiAL ARRANGEMENT review of its February 16

. i ; cided against filing a review judgment in the Cauvery
Police widen search for petition challenging the final  ing. The Supreme Court had  cals and Fertilizers and Par- dispute. It has asked the
missing Latvian national verdict of the court. pronounced its verdict on  liamentary Affairs Ananth apex court to modify the
THIRUYANANTHARURAN ) It was decided to impress ~ February 16, increasing Kar-  Kumar said that the Centre verdict to allow the State
Thf. Thiruvananthapuram city upon the Centre to establish  nataka’s share of the Cauv-  would establish the forum to divert five tmeft from its
foo ;f:C:i‘;‘iws::;%ifgﬁ a dispute resolution forum  ery water from 270 tmcft to  after consultations with the total share for drinking
Liga Skromane, a Latvian in consultation vsrith.Kar_r:av 284.75 tmcft. - all riparian States iIll th‘e water requirements pf
national, who went missin a taka and other riparian Of the additional 14.75 Cauvery basin. Mr. Patil said Kozhikode Corporation
e L S States in the Cauvery basin.  tmcft, the apex court had  the concerns of MPs and Mi- and 13 panchayats.
ago. The 33-year-old woman, Both decisions were taken awarc]ed 4.75 tmeft for the nisters from Karnataka had Kerala urged the .
missing since March 14, was based on suggestionsby ale-  drinking water require- been heard. Supreme Court that this

suffering from post-traumatic
depression and had come to
Kerala in February along with
her sister llze Skromane.

gal team, led by Fali S. Nari-
man, Water Resources Mi-
nister M.B. Patil told
presspersons after the meet-

ments of Bengalury, and the

remaining for handling the

State’s irrigation needs.
Union Minister for Chemi-

The legal team did not fa-
vour filing a review petition

said.
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in the Supreme Court, he |

diversion would not affect
the legitimate interests of
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry.
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~ As TN MPs hold Hou
opposes their demand:

SOWMIYAASHOK
NEW DELHI, MARCH22

As the AIADMK stalled both
houses of Parliament Thursday
pressing for the immediate setting
up of a Cauvery river manage-
ment board (CMB), the Congress
government in Karnataka chose.
to ignore the CMB and instead
proposed atwo-layer “scheme” to
the Centre for the implementa-
tion of the Supreme Court verdict.

The proposed scheme com-
prises a six-member Cauvery
Decision Implementation
Committee (CDIC) headed by the
Union Water Resources Minister,
and an 11-member monitoring
agency under it, headed by the
Union Water Resources Secretary.

Conceptualised as a “dispute
resolution” mechanism, the
scheme proposed by Karnataka
seeks to restrain states from ap-
proaching the Supreme Court

and has suggested that the CDIC

3
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approach the apex court for any
clarification when states differ.
After decades of conflict be-
tween Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu over sharing of Cauvery
water, the Supreme Court in
February this year underlined

the drinking water requirement -

and increased Karnataka's share
of Cauvery waters by 14.75 thou-
sand million cubic feet (tmc).
Inits judgement, it noted that
a scheme should be framed “ex-
clusively for the implementation
of the Award or as the same gets
maodified by this Court.” It also
noted that “it needs no special
emphasis tostate that the purpose
of Sec.6A (of the Inter-State River
Water Dispute Act, 1956) is to act
inthe mannerinwhich the Award
determinesthe allocation and de-
cides the dispute with regard to
allocation of sharing of water.”
The Karnataka government’s
alternative proposal is likely to
draw objections from the other
riparian states since it means they

have toapproach the monitoring
agency before appeals can be
made to the CDIC. “If the state is
dissatisfied with the directions of
the monitoring agency, it may file
areview petition before the com-
mittee,” the draft scheme pro-

- poses. “If a question of interpre-

tation of the decision of the
Supreme Court arises for consid-
eration in the implementation,
the Committee may file an appli-
cation before the Supreme Court
seeking necessary classifications.”
Karnataka's scheme proposes
that the CDIC will comprise the
Union secretary of Water
Resources, water resources minis-
ters of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Keralaand Puducherry. The mon-
itoring agency will comprise the
chief secretaries of the four ripar-
ianstates, chairman of the Central
Water Commission, chiefengineer
of the CWC, and one officer each
notbelow the rank of a chiefengi-
neer to represent the four states.
In a letter to Union water re-

in the
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Cauvery Board

sources secretary U P Singh,
Karnataka Chief Secretary K
Ratna Prabha said that under the
suggested scheme, the CDIC
would “resolve the dispute”
raised by the aggrieved state.

“The contention of the Chief
Secretary of Tamil Nadu that Cau-
very Management Board (CMB)as
formulated by the Cauvery Water
DisputesTribunal should beapart
of the Scheme is wholly contrary
to the mandate of the judgment
and law,” stated the letter.

“First, Section 6A has vested
powers in the Central
Government to frame a scheme.
Secondly, the Tribunal, itself be-
ing conscious of the Jegal position
arising from Section 6A, had not
directed but only made “recom-
mendation” on the CMB. Thirdly,
the Scheme contemnplated inthe
judgment s a dispute resolution
body as distinct from the
Management or Regulation rec-
ommended by the Tribunal and
therefore, the question of asking

Karnataka to submit indent (as
was recommended by Tribunal)
does not and should not arise for
consideration,” it stated.

The letter also pointed out
that forming of the CMB was
“clearly ultra vires of the federal
structure on the division of pow-
ers envisaged in the
Constitution” and the “Supreme
Court has not endorsed or ap-
proved the Cauvery
Management Board in its
Judgement.” :

“The larger powers asaman-
agement, such as regulation of
the reservoirs or power to seek
indent, (as was wrongly recom-
mended by the Tribunal) cannot
be part of the dispute resolution
body,” Prabha said in the letter.

Specifically, in relation to
Tamil Nadu, the letter states;
“The State of Tamil Nadu has no
otherright orinterest much less
the manner inwhich the State of
Karnataka stores or utilises its
share of water.”
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Alternate solutio
to Our wate

S K SARKAR

sterday, 22 March, the world
including India celebrated
World Water Day 2018, the
. theme of which was Nature for
‘Water. Its aim is to generate awareness
of the fact that nature-based solutions
should be explored to meet water chal-
lenges of the 21st century.
Nature-based solutions cover a
wide range of approaches and tech-
nologies which use natural process to
address a variety of environmental,
social and economic challenges in
sustainable ways. Such solutions rele-
vant in the field of water manage-
menl are water respurces manage-
ment, river protection, waste water
treatment, pollution prevention, etc.
The sustainable development
goals (to be achieved by 2030) on
water and sanitation, aim to echo the
above concept by stressing on protec-
tion and restoration of water-related
ecosystems, including mountains,
forests, wetlands, rivers, acquifers and

lakes. They also target improvement
of water quality by reducing pollu-
tion, minimising release of hazardous
chemicals, and reducing the propor-
tion of untreated waste water sub-
stantially by increasing recycling and
safe reuse globally.

The 21st century challenges in
the water sector, inter alia, centre
around water availability and its
access. Over the world, about 2.1 bil-
lion people are without access to safe
water. In Indig, over 76 million people
lack access to safe water, the popula-
tion living in peri-urban areas, etc.
The available water is not always safe
and is contaminated. To augment the
safe water availability, not anly
should the water be of potable quali-
ty, but the sources of supply have to
be enhanced. Unlike conventional
water supply through piped water,
use of drinking water ponds in some
rural coastal areas, or developing
integrated tanks including revival of
surface water ponds are examples of
natural measures for augmenting the

sources. Further, the rainwater har-
vesting tool would help in this direc-
tion, being a natural process of aug-
menting safe water availability. Many
states/cities have mandated these
measures. This option also helps in
recharging of ground water resources.
The water can also be collected on
rooftops by residents and stored in
private tanks to be used for various
purpeses such as toilet flushing, gar-
dening etc.

Second, waste water in a circular
economy is a resource and if recycled
and treated, augments water avail-
ability. Globally, 10 per cent waste
water is treated. In India, capacity to
treat waste water is about 37 per cent.
Treating waste water on site rather
than using conventional methods
through sewage treatment plants is
one example of nature-based solu-
tions being tried in many cities. Fur-
ther, wetland ecosystem helps treat-
ment of waste water in a natural way,
Wetlands have important ecological
functions such as maintaining

ground water table and preventing
excessive soil erosion. They also cap-
ture run off and clean warter. For
instance, the East Kolkata Wetland, a
Ramsar site since 2002, acts as a kid-
ney to Kolkata for its wastewater
treatment, and has 254 sewage-fed
fisheries, garbage farming fields, and
agricultural land. And it also pro-
duces 11,000 metric tonnes of fish
annually and helps fish farmers save
Rs 60 million annually through the
reduced need for fish feed.

Third, river rejuvenation and
cleaning the river are potential areas
where nature-based solutions can be
very effective. Today Indian rivers are
under threat due to flow alteration,
water extraction, degradation of flood
plains and drainage basins, over-
exploitation of fish and of course, cli-
mate change. Further, there is not
enough vegetation on land; when
land is covered by rain forest, precipi-
tation gathers in the soil and feeds the
streams and rivers. There is a need
1o treat the river as a ‘living entity’,

thereby focusing on its health-and
life. To meet these challenges, the
environmental flow in a river should
be ensured, which will enhance the
biodiversity in the river ecosystem.
Unfortunately, there is no com-
prehensive policy today on the sub-
ject. Many rivers dry up in India dur-
ing the post monsoon season. In

. some cases, the river water does not

even travel to the sea. The drying up of
rivers has high linkage with ground
water depletion and drying up of
riverside tanks/ponds. Tree plantation
on the river side augments river flow.
The forests have beneficial impact on
control of soil erosion, control of
floods, improvement of water quality
and increase in base flow in a river.

Fourth, water pollution occurs
when there is physical, chemical or
biological change to quality of water
bodies - rivers, lakes, oceans, efc -
that has harmful effects on any living
things that use or live in it. Such pol-
lution is caused by untreated sewage,
waste from domestic households,
industrial and agricultural activities.
Like surface water, the groundwater
and especially underground acquifers
are also contaminated. Such conta-
mination results due to excessive
drawal of ground water, resulting in
inland salinity, presence of fluoride
materials in both igneous and sedi-
mentary rocks, existence of arsenic
and its compounds, etc. The nature-
based solutions to minimise pollution
include various measures such as
denitrification, use of septic tanks,
having wet lands, etc. For example,
dentrification is an ecological process
that converts nitrates into nitrogen
gas, and prevents leaching of nitrate
into soil to contaminate ground
water. It avoids over-fertilization as a
result of fertilizer run off which
increases the nitrogen content of
water and causes excess growth of
algae, etc. Septic tanks treat sewage
by separating solids from liguids,
relying on biological processes to
degrade the solids into liquids. Wet-
lands also serve as a buffer zone to
filter rain run-off and help remove
pollutants from water.

In addition to conventional
water solutions, nature-based solu-
tions to India's water problems
should be undertaken for more com-
prehensively addressing the 21st cen-
tury’s water woes.

The writer is a Distinguished Fellow and
Senlor Director, Natural Resources and

, Climate, TERI, New Delhi and a former

Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources,
Govt. of India.
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