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| Supply of Cauvery

waterto 15 VIIIages
puton hold tlll polls ”

PoormmaNataraj -

BENGALURU Po]l pI'OIIllS-

. esare hardertokeepand |
that would especially be
true in the case of provid- |
ing Cauvery waterto1l5out |

- of the 110 villages added

I 4o Bengalurum2007

' inspectors, W1th the mod-

elcode of conductputtinga
freeze oninvitingtendersto -
hire personnel on contract.

The codehas aJso pr

‘ flrst put enough

i, staff members to do the

. Vallabhanagar »S'onnena-; f

halli, Horamavu, parts qf

ganathapura, Parappan
. Agrahara, Ganakallu, parts
. of Uttarahalli, Thubarahal-
li, Begurand Haralur.

An engineer said tmal

had also been held and

‘maintenance work once
the water supply is com-

ortenders to hire over 600

- workers, including engi-

eers, but so far, it has only
hired clqncalworkers andis

pipelines put to hydrology ‘

“tests. All that remains
is the commissioning o
water supply, which would
- begin once the board has
, adequate manpower.
" The board is also acting

with caution after the hard-

ships to regularise wates
- supplyto KR Puram where,

* bowing topressure fromlo-
cal leaders, it began supply

in 2012 without collectin
- theBeneficiaryCapital Con
tribution (BCC)—theinitial
amount paid for water con-
nection. Bythen, peoplehad

waterforoverayear. -
: ‘Nowthough‘, the board

v
/ aterto 110 villages before
-itstenure getsover. Butnow |

likely that the faucets
an be turned on only aft
the elections. ‘
~ But BWSSB Chairman

~Tushar Girinath refut-

:ed claims of manpower

- shortage and asserted that

ter supply will be com-
missioned to15villagesthat

* have been notified. He said
‘the board had approved
1,500 applications for new

gotten used to free Cauvery -

- plywould begin soon.
DHNews Service

connections and water sup-

Indian Nation-
Nai Duniye {Hivdi)
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- Normal'monsoon
only statistical reality
T Yhe Indla MeieofOlogitai Depamnent (IMD) fore-
Tncast ofanormalmonsoon forthisyearha’sbrought

reliefand cheer, andif the prediction comes true it
will be the thirc ti

,‘;f‘n'-y,indudmgar»easinKmé ka,
‘experienced drought conditions,
Derewas falmdistres‘sinmanyarj'

breakin August after a good start

¢ in June. So, it is to be seen when,
howlong andhowmuch itrainsin
different areas of the. country and
at will determine how good the
500! IMD will give

ak of the monsoon, but it i yet
0 gain enough €xpertise to give a
correct picture. The experimenta]
plan to issue 15-day forecasts in
iVariou,s'States,‘sfai‘tigg this year,
usetofarmers, -

gone wrong in the past invari-

e
‘willhdpeﬁilly'beof
 Since predictions have

facethe prospect ofa failure ofmg

I

Indian Nz

3
Rajasthan Pairika (Hindi) L Naibghiya :{t%{hgf» »
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i the
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COMMENT

causedbyagnculturemPunJab
is discussed and well doc
‘ mented there is another crisis
o] less senous, andperhaps with gravercon-
~ sequences in the short run, brewmg in the
_ state. Poisoning of our waters — in rivers, in
| ground, and ‘on the surface - J‘through
- household effluents released mtreated
~ Under immediate threat is the health of the
= sta’re‘s remdentsmthepresent day‘i Wé]l

- /The reason’ behmd thl S nnsgovernance”
, and 1ack of fores1ght on the part of the £0

accprdmg 10 official data. A many as 99 ;
twms J’e};sted ashavmgnoSIP '

- with greed of the public, Over the past
: decademostvﬂlageshavebeenconnecfedto

The state was about to: ) ou

waterm untold quantities, to be ultlmate]y‘ _ late the sewa

.~ drained mto a system that was designed  Evenifthe govemmentbeg:ms mthenght ‘

. decades ago to ‘handle water commg from ;eamest ‘ooday, it will be not be before at least

i mere hand- -pumps. Essentlally, a system ~ adecade thatm]lages maygetthe dramsand

i meant to ‘handle a trickle, has. been ¢ over-. STPs required. Thisisa project that cannot
whelmed by a ﬂood Next is the ultimate  belauncheda daytoo soon. The present gen- .

@destinationefmis water, Whichinme‘stcas-« ,~~—%erahen is ieavmg a huge ﬁnanczal debton

~ eswas the village pond. But notonlyvﬂlage fthe next; but the debt of health is one that

ponds have been encroached upon or are‘ . even lo" r wﬂlnot be ableto repay
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"ABOHAR, APRIL22 -
~The entire canal system in

the Abohari Irrigation circle —

. Spread over Abohar, Ba]luana
_ and Fazilka constltuencnes -

- bas been closed for three
‘weeks for the cleanmg of sub

i canals. The pu1;pose was

ensure sufficient supply of
\water to the tail-end villages.
! But no work has been done

?

including

) Vinod Kumar, SP

ey
O/
!‘f’e"g«'

scheme ‘would
also be deployed to clean the
liwala minor and other

! .sub—cana]s manually, he sald
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Rain, snow bring back wmtry coldin Valley

RIBUNE NEWs SERVICE Q“

RINAGAR, APRIL 20
me of the heaviest spells of
in in the recent months
ong with snowfall in the
igher reaches on Friday
cought back wintry cold to
e Valley. and inundated -
1ads in the summer capital.
The rainfall began late -
hursday night and contin-
zd throughout the day on
iday. The intensity of
infall increased signifi-
mtly in the = afternoon
urs and forced residents
rush to their homes.

The region’s higher reach-

, including Gulmarg in

rth Kashmir and Sonamarg
central . Kashmir, also
ceived light snowfall.

The downpour is one of
e heaviest in recent
onths, which had record-

ed largely deficient precipi-
tation and forced the state

government to prepare a |

drought-action plan.

The precipitation this' |

month, however, has par-
tially stabilised the situa-
tion and swelled the
Jhelum’s water level. The
river, which had been flow-
ing below zero-mark for
several months, registered
an increase this month as
the region received recur-

- ring spells of rain.

The state Meteorologi.cal

 Department ‘said light to

moderate rain and thunder-
showers ~with isolated

“heavy falls were expected

at most places in Kashmir
on Saturday. April is one of
the rainiest months in
Kashmir with an average of
6.5 rainy days and 85.4 mm
rainfall in Srinagar.
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est, spread of 4,260 sq km

with over 2,000'sq. km. of :

mangrove - forests - anc

creeks, is hkely to be de-

~clared a Ramsar Site : A 2

Earlier this week, ‘the West - : ; Taising questions about in-
‘Bengal government gave its sk metoa 4 creased encroachment atthe
-approval to the State Forest § &+ )0 Royal East Kolkata Wetla.uds
Department to apply for re- )

§<m (12 500 hectare) the wet-

< ,e_tht approva.l
from the govemment All th

' tion Secretariat. It will take
anythmg between three and
ix months for the status;
‘Ravi Kanta Sinha, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
‘West Bengal, told The Hi ndu.
- Mr. Sinha said, being con
ferred the status of awetland
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