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line of Gujarat”. The life of planned a programme thatit |
bulk of the rural masses Watergushesoutofthe Narmada canal and flows into the Sabarmati in Gandhinagar. FILE PHOTO hopes would take the party
depends on this only peren- : . nearer to the people before -
nial river in the state. apprehensive that by the another 0.20 million for Compared toirrigation, the the Assembly elections due
As the BJP has peen in time the “review” for water industries. The remaining 8 Narmada watertotheindus-  in December, 2017. Theugh
. | power in the state for more sharing by various sectors MAF was to be utilised for trial sector has already far nothing innovative, the
{ than 20 of the 36 years since  becomes applicable " in  irrigating 1845lakhhectares  exceeded the quota, more “Lok Darbars” in different
11 the announcement of the another nine years, the of land in 15 districts. than 0.25 MAF as against the districts was expected to
; Narmada tribunal’s award, = bulk would go to the indus- The success of any dam  allocation of 0.20. In fact, helptheCongress,at least to
( the party cannot shirk the trial and urban sectors. project depends on comple- almost every water-intensive ~ some extent, counter the
\ responsibility for inadequa- The tribunal’s award in tion of the minor and sub- industry planning to set up BJP's “Garib Kalyan Mel
cies in the implementation 1979 provided for “review” of minor canals that actually  projectsin the state is show-  initiated by Modi as CM.
of the project. water sharing after 45 years.  take the water to the fields, ing Sardar Sarovar as the Though the Anandiben
Though the BJP has Mainly meant to provide but Gujarat badly lackedin  main source of water supply. Patel government has not
always squarely blamed the irrigation to the low rainfall  planning its execution. The The government while yet started organising the .
Congress government at the  areas of the Kutch-Saurash-  project envisaged construc- attracting investments in “Kalyan Mela” series but she
Centre for the delay in tra and the north Gujarat tion of 74,296-km canalnet- Sanand, for example, has is certain to launch it, maybe
implementation of the dam  regions, the Narmada dam work but the state in 36 promised supply of up to 90 in a new garb, as it had
project, ithasnoexplanation  project was conceptualised  years has constructed only  lakh litres of Narmada water proved highly successful to
for the lack of coordination in the mid-Fifties but 27,189 km, largely themain. per day while the agricultur-  woo the rural voters, particu-
in constructing the minor because of a series of inter- canal. Even as the dam alfieldsless than akilometre. larly the weaker sections.
and sub-minor canals, which  state disputes, it took more  height has reached its final away are starved of it. " Not that Modi was doling
were solely the state’s -than25years forthetribunal  level of 138 metres, though- Even the major cities like  out any favour to the poor;
responsibility. {o finalise its award for shar- it is still not permitted to  Ahmedabad, Vadodara and he was only distributing |
More shockmgly, the ing- between Madhya close the sluice gatesatthe  Rajkot and scores of smaller  from one platform various
emphasis seems tobeslow-  Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharash- level of 122 metres, the - towns have started to assistancestheywere duetd’
ly shifting from the “life- tra and Rajasthan the esti-  state could supply Narma-  depend solely on theNarma-  get under different schemes;,
line” for the poor farmersto’  mated 27 million acre feetof ~ da waters ‘for irrigation to  da water for daily needs as = of the Central and the state B
“Jifeline” for the rich indus- - water available in the Nar- only 3.70 lakh hectares, a water available from the tra- governments. L
: trial houses. The state gov- mada river and the hydel far cry from the target of ditional sources hasbecome . State Congress presxdent
i ernment’s handling of the power to be generated. The  17.921akh hectares. madequate Bharatsinh Solanki hasaho,
! water resources is dashing  final award allocated 9 MAF The areas covered last year The success of Prime Min-  launched a website and a
_the hopes of the farming of water to Gujarat, of which ~ were mostly in the well-irri-  ister Narendra Modi’s pet mobile appto reach out pa.
commumty that 1mgat10n only 1.06 MAF was for non-  gated central Gujarat “Sabarmati River-Front larger number of peop! b
. _ agricultural purposes, regiong-and some parts of Development giect” wouldbetheﬁrst A
Rai §  including -0.86 -MAF  for norti{ujarat, while most depended ity : years “that ‘
3 drinking purposes’ to 131 parts of ‘the arid Kutch- of water in the ¥ dry  ‘Wwould be visiblé am g the.
‘|-nally conceived. On the  small towns and 9,633 virtu- ~ Saurashtra regions are still river and the state govern-  people other than' holding
contrary, the farm sector is  ally ‘no source’ villages and dependent on the mohsoon. ment tumed to Narmada te ,; mere protest rallies. "

‘Gu;arat
MANAS DASGUPTA

TTH most parts of -

Gujarat - reeling tribunal’s award.
under a severe The farm sector, however,
is not allowed any such huxu-

heat wave and shortage of
water looming large owing
to inadequate rainfall in the
last two years, questions are

being raised about the fail- from the canals.

ure of subsequent state gov- :

ernments in drawing out a Congress Darbar

plan for execution of the Sar- - Out of power for the last two !
dar Sarovardam on the Nar- decades, the Congress in |

mada, fondly called the “life-

“The Trbure —

nkept Narm

Execution of SardarSarovar o)

3 My wlé

arfnadadam promise i

rOJectﬂawed farmers lose out to mdustry

maintain a steady supply of |
water to Sabarmati flowing
through the middle of
Ahmedabad city. None of
these were in the Narmada

ries, and the farmers suffer
heavy fines if reported of -]
“stealing” Narmada waters

Gujarat has for the first time
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Relief workers distribute aid to
flood victims in Colombo. ap/eTi

Lanka flood
+ tollrisest0.92

COLOMBO, MAY 22
Rescuers today pulled out 23
more bodies from the debris
of disastrous landslides in
Sri Lanka, taking the toll to
92 while over 100 people
remained missing in floods
triggered by rains even as
relief aid poured in from
across the world, including
India, for lakhs displaced.
The rains, the heaviest in
the country in over a quarter
century, have pounded Sri
Lanka since last weekend,
triggering huge landslides
that have buried some vic-
tims in up to 50 feet of mud.
The Disaster Management
Centre said the death toll in
the landslide has reached to
92 while 109 people are still
missing. Around 3,40,000 peo-
ple have been displaced
across the country. — PTT
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As most parts of the country conttinued to reel under a severe heat wave,
some respite came in the shape of thunderstorm in certain areas of North,
' while cyclonic rain brought down temperatures along the East

+.

\ WATER LEFTIN
91 RESERVOIRS

\ TOTALCAPACTY G ) e
1 57 799 Some relief in sight Heat kit for cops
* BOM* Heat wave conditions in parts The traffic police in
WATER REMAINING of central and North India will Ahmedabad have been

- . gradually abate from May 27 to
} 31, the India Meteorological
. Department has said
The maximum temperatures are
" likely to remain above normal
‘ over entire northwest, west and
central india during May 17-27

given a special kit to keep
them cool. The cops have
been issued a jacket,
head gear and a towel.
The jacket soaked in
water can keep the body
coo! for over five hours \

28.175nan

*BILLION CUBIC METRE

WORST HIT
Himachal Pradesh
Punjab
Uttarakhand
Uttar Pradesh

‘West Bengal
Telangana
Odisha
Jharkhand
Maharashtra
Gujarat
Madhya Pradesh
Chhattisgarh
TamitNadu =
Karnataka
Kerala
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TN
s at risk from

rising sea levels: UN report

Mumbai and Kolkata among the

UNITED NATIONS: Nearly 40 mil-
lion Indians will be at risk
from rising sea levels by
2050, with people in Mumbai
and Kolkata having the maxi-
mum exposure tO coastal
flooding in future due to rap-
id urbanisation and econom-
ic growth, according to aUN
environment report.

The ‘Global Environmen-
tal Outlook (GEO-6): Re-

L e ™ e
- 4

cities most vulnerable

e

&

gional Assessments’ said the
worst impacts of climate ra
change are projected to oc- 241 111;
cur in the Pacific and South LA et T e : a
and South-East Asia. NOTE OF CAUTION: High tide in south Mumbai. — FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE d
It said focussing on the ud
population at risk from sea- China, India and Thailand, mate change worldwide were ct
level rise by 2050, seven of are projected to face in- inAsiaandthe Pacific. \ t
the 10 most vulnerable coun- creased future exposure to The report said livelihoods 1@
tries worldwide are in the extremes, especially in high- can be impacted negatively g‘
Asia Pacific region. ly urbanised areas,as a result by natural disasters, econom- ta
of rapid urbanisation and ec- iccrisesand climate change. -
India tops chart onomic growth,” it said. On coastal areas highly ex- '

India tops the chart with
nearly 40 million people in
the country projected to be
at risk from rising sea levels,
followed by more than 25
million in Bangladesh, over
20 million in China and near-
ly 15 million in the
Philippines.

It said changes in settle-
ment patterns, urbanisation
and socio-economic status in
Asia have influenced observ-
ed trends in vulnerability
and exposure to climate
extremes.

The report said in many
coastal areas, growing urban
settlements have also affect-
ed the ability of natural
coastal systems to respond
effectively to extreme cli-
mate events, rendering them
more vulnerable.

«Some countries, such as

It listed Mumbai and Kol-
kata in India, Guangzhou and
Shanghai in China, Dhaka in
Bangladesh, ~Yangon in
Myanmar, Bangkok in Thai-
land, and Ho Chi Minh City
and Hai Phong in Vietnam as
projected to have the largest
population  exposure to
coastal flooding in 2070.

«“Many of these cities are
already exposed to coastal
flooding, but have limited ca-
pacity to adapt due to their
fixed location,” it said.

The report, published
ahead of the UN Environ-
ment Assembly taking place
in Nairobi next week, said the
worst impacts of climate
change are projected to oc-
cur in the Pacific and South

and Southeast Asia.

In 2013, six of the ten coun-
tries most vulnerable to cli-

posed to cyclones and ty-
phoons, the poor tend to be
more exposed to natural di-
sasters because they live on
land opento hazards.

Combined impact

Evidence suggests that cli-
mate change and climate var-
iability and sea-level rise will
exacerbate multi-dimension-
al poverty in most develop-
ing countries.

By 2050, areas of storm
surge zones are expected for
Bangladesh, China, India, In-
donesia, and the Philippines,
with a combined total of over
58 million people at risk.

The UN report further said
global urban populations are
projected to increase by 2.5
billion by 2050, with nearly
90 per cent of the increase in
Asia and Africa. —PTI
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Cyclone Roaru hits Bangladesh

i

i B

LAKHS DISPLACED: Cyclone Roanu battered the Bangladesh coast on Saturday, forcing half a million people to flee their
homes and leaving 20 people dead in floods and landslides. Picture shows some flood-affected villagers'in Cox’s Bazar
district making their way to a shelter on Saturday. — PHOTO: AFP
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Roanu moves towards Odisha coast

SpeciAL CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: Cyclonic storm
Roanu over the Bay of Bengal
is expected to intensify into a
severe cyclonic storm in the
next 24 hours.

The storm lay centred over
the northwest and adjoining
west-central Bay of Bengal,
about. 105 km east-northeast
of Kalingapatnam, and 50 km
south-southeast of Gopalpur
in Odisha. The system is like-
ly to move north-eastwards
along and off north Andhra
Pradesh and the Odisha coast
and intensify into a severe Cy-
clonic storm, according to the
bulletin issued by the India
Meteorological department.

Heavy rain continues

The system is expected to
move further east-north-east-
wards thereafter and cross
the Bangladesh coast be-
tween Khepupara and Cox’s
Bazar, close to Chittagong, on
Saturday evening as a cyclon-
ic storm. Under its influence,
rainfall will occur at many
places over north coastal

DANGEROUS: A pothole filled with rain water on the Old Jail Road

in Visakhapatnam on Friday. — PHOTO:KR. DEEPAK

Andhra Pradesh during the
next 24 hours.

Heavy rain continued in
the coastal districts of the
State over the past 24 hours
with Machilipatnam record-
ing 7 cm and Kakinada and
Narsapur recording 6 cm
each. Arogyavaram received 5
¢m and Kalingapatnam 3 cm.
Though the cyclone ap-

peared moving away from the
Andhra Pradesh coast, the
Orange message would con-
tinue for the next 12 hours.

High alert

The State government had
kept the administration in the
coastal districts on high alert
to meet any eventuality. Ac-
cordingly, people in the low-

Machilipatnam
records 7 cm of
rain, Kakinada and
Narsapur record

6 cm each

lying areas were moved to
safer places in the north
coastal districts. The govern-
ment deployed personnel of
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force in vulnerable
areas to supervise the rescue
and relief operations.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall and isolated extremely
heavy rainfall is likely at a few
places over coastal Odisha
during the subsequent 24
hours. Wind speed reaching
90-100 kmph gusting to 110
kmph is expected to prevail
along north coastal Andhra
Pradesh. Storm surge of about
0.5m-1.0m would inundate
low-lying areas of south
coastal Odisha during the
next 12 hours and there will
be a surge of lm-1.5m in north
coastal Odisha in the next 24
hours.
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g CLUMATE CHANGE]]
RISING

United Nations, May
20: Nearly 40 million
Indians will be at risk
from rising sea levels by
2050, with people in
Mumbai and Kolkata hav-
ing the maximum expo-
sure to coastal flooding in
future due to rapid urban-
isation and economic
growth, according to a
UN environment report.

The Global
Environmental Outlook
(GEO-6): Regional

Assessments said that the

VULNERABLE CITIES:
China, Dhaka in Bangladesh, Yangon in Myanmar.
Minh City and Hai Phong

‘i Thailand, and Ho Chi ( -
{so been flagged as vulnerable to!

fesgears ( aeat )

D

worst impacts of climate
change are projected to
occur in the Pacific and
South and Southeast
Asia.

It said focusing on the
population at risk from
sea level rise by 2050,
seven of the 10 most vul-
nerable countries world-
wide are in the Asia
Pacific region.

India tops the chart
with nearly 40 million
people in the country pro-
jected to be at risk

3

evels Dy 2017
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from rising sea levels, fol-
lowed by more than 25
million in Bangladesh,
over 20 million in China
and nearly 15 million in
the Philippines.

It said that changes in
settlement patterns,
urbanisation and socio-
economic status in Asia
have influenced observed
trends in vulnerability
and exposure to climate
extremes. ‘

The report said that in
— many

GUANGZHOU AND Shanghai in
, Bangkok
in Vietnam

coastal areas, growing
urban settlements have
also affected the ability of
natural coastal systems
to respond effectively to
extreme climate events,
rendering them more vul-
nerable.

“Some countries, such
as China, India and
Thailand, are projected to
face increased future
exposure to extremes,
especially in  highly
urbanised areas, as a
result of rapid urbanisa-
tion and . economic

neralgle gountries
Phong i worldwide are in
the adverse effects the Asia Pacific

7 Of the 10 most vul-

growth,” it said.

It listed Mumbai and
Kolkata in India,
Guangzhou and Shanghai
in China, Dhaka in
Bangladesh, Yangon in
Myanmar, Bangkok in
Thailand, and Ho Chi
Minh City and Hai Phong
in Vietnam as projected
to have the largest popu-
lation exposure to coastal
flooding in 2070.

«Many of these cities
are already exposed to
coastal flooding, but have
limited capacity to adapt

Livelihoods can be
impacted negatively by
natural disasters, eco-
nomic crises and climate
change, says UN report

due to their fixed loca-
tion,” it said.

The report, published
ahead of the UN
Environment Assembly
taking place in Nairobi
next week, said the worst
impacts = of  climate
change are projected to
occur in the Pacific and
South and Southeast
Asia. In 2011, six of the
ten countries most vul-
nerable to climate change
worldwide were in Asia
and the Pacific.

The report said liveli-

for Bangla, China, India,
indonesia, and Philippines

HIT 40M INDIANS

hoods can be impacted
negatively by natural dis-
asters, economic crises
and climate change.

On coastal areas highly
exposed to cyclones and
typhoons the poor tend to
e more exposed to natu-
ral disasters because they
live on hazardous land.

Evidence suggests that
climate change and cli-
mate variability and sea-
level rise will exacerbate
multi- dimensional pover-
ty in most developing
countries. — PTI

By this year, areas
of storm surge
zones are expected
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DC'CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 20

A 15-minute spell of heavy
rain and a 100-kmph gale
caused such damage that
the National Disaster -Relief
Force was called out in the
city on Friday.

Two persons were killed,
one in a wall collapse at
Tejaswinagar Colony,
Attapur and another when
a water tank uprooted by
the gale fell on him at
Jahangirnagar in
Bhavaninagar.

The storm during the
evening peak hour caused
massive traffic jams. The
winds blew off roof-tops
and toppled at least 197
trees, according to a pre-
liminary count. As many as
67 transformers burst snap-
ping power supply to
dozens of areas.

A giant hoarding at
Jubliee Hills checkpost
broke and fell on cars
parked in front of Maruti
Suzuki’s Nexa showroom.
It took - hours for the
authorities to clear the
hoarding, even as vehicles
were stuck in a massive
traffic jam. :

DC —

ain storm the ¢

B As many as 67 transformers burst snapping supply in many areas B 56 have been restored

Officials said they had

restored 56 of the 67 trans-
formers. As per initial cou-

nt, three electrical poles
were damaged, two at Tar-
anagar and one af Cyber
Towers. At Amberpet, the
wind toppled a cellphone
tower. Drainage overflow
was reported in six areas.

A hoarding falls near P.V.N.R Expressway as
minute spell of rain took its toll on traffic.

The gales uprooted a tree
at the 150-year-old Jagan-
nath Swamy temple at
Chaderghat. Tree falls were
reported at Fever Hospital,
Tilaknagar, Vikramnagar
park, Barkatpura, Nimbol-
iadda, Barkatpura Cham-
an, Andhra Bank, D
Colony, Begumpet, Huda

heavy rain hits the city on Friday. The 15-
- DC

2| May > 0/

Trade Centre and Hydera-
bad Central University.

A tree fell at Congress
Jeader Danam Nagender’fs

house in Banjara Hills, tak- -

ing a streetlight with it.

A rooftop came tumbling
down at Golconda, leaving
a woman injured. L

At Tejaswinagar Coleny

2 ol i SR
% i

at Attapur, one Yellaiah
died after a wall collapsed;
and the debris fell on him.

In Jahangirnagar,

Bhavaninagar, the wind.
blew off .a Sintex. tank.

which fell on a neighbour-

ing houge: and. killed
Ahmed Bin Ibrahim, &

plumben o

ity
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Raja sthan sizzles; rain kills 2 in UP
Parts of Haryana and Punjab also reel under intense heatwave

NEW DELHI: Heatwave con-
tinued to sweep several
parts of the country with
Churv and Sriganganagar in
Rajasthan scorching at 49.2
degrees Celsius even as
some regions of Bihar and
Odisha received rainfall.

Two persons were killed in

| Uttar Pradesh’s Ballia district

as strong winds and thunder
showers hit several parts of the
state. While one died in a tree
fall incident, the other was
struck by lightning, police said.

Churu and Sriganganagar
sizzled at 49.2 degrees Celsius
followed by Kota (47.3). Mer-
cury in Rajasthan’s Phalodi
came down to 46 degrees Cel-

| sius from the 50 degrees mark.

Bikaner and Jaisalmer
recorded the maximum tem-
perature of 46.7 and 44.7 de-

| grees Celsius, respectively.

Parts of Haryana and Punjab
alsoreeled under intense heat-
wave conditions with Hisar
scorching at 47.8 degrees Cel-
sius.

Gujarat saw a little respite
from heat on Saturday, with
mercury levels that reached 48
degree celsius in Ahmedabad
and state capital Gandhinagar

- on Thursday, coming down to

IN SEARCH OF WATER: A fisherman, Mashiar Shaikh (left below), is lowered into a Well to fetch
water in the centre of the parched Chandola Lake in Ahmedabad on Friday.The fishermen
draw water from the well with a motor pump to keep their fish alive. arp

44 and 43.5 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

In Odisha, Bhawanipatna
was hottest at 44 degrees Cel-
sius followed by Titlagarh at
43.5 degrees Celsius, an Met

official said.

Cyclone Roanumade aland-
fall on Saturday at
Bangladesh’s southern coast,
killing 15 people and injuring
over 100 in that country.

In India, the effect of the cy-
clone was felt in parts of Bihar,
Odisha and a few areas of Ben-
gal.

Paradip received heavy rain-
fall due to the cyclonic influ-

T

ence, of about 163.9 mm while
Puri and parts of Bhubaneswar
got 80.8 mm and 32.4 mm of
rain, respectively.

In Delhi, intense heatwave
conditions continued, making
life tough for people who also
bore the bruntsof long power
outages in some areas. The
maximum temperature was
recorded at 41.6 degrees Cel-
sius, two notches above the sea-
son’s average.

Meanwhile, the IMD said
heatwave to severe heatwave
conditions are very likely at a
few places in Rajasthan, west-
ern Madhya Pradesh and Vi-
darbha. Heat wave conditions
are very likely atisolated places
in Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi, eastern Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat region and
east Madhya Pradesh.

PT1 & DHNS
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40 m Indians face rising

UNITED NATIONS: Nearly
40 million Indians will be at
risk from rising sea levels
by 2050, with people in
Mumbai and Kolkata hav-
ing the maximum exposure
to coastal flooding in future
due to rapid urbanisation
and economic growth, ac-
cording to a UN environ-
ment report.

The Global Environmental
Outlook (GEO-6): Regional
Assessments said that the
worst impacts of climate
change are projected to occur
in the Pacific and South and
Southeast Asia.

It said focusing on the pop-
ulation at risk from sea level
rise by 2050, seven of the 10
most vulnerable countries
worldwide are in the Asia Pa-
cific region.

India tops the chart with

nearly 40 million people in the
country projected to be at risk
from rising sea levels, followed
by more than 25 million in
Bangladesh, over 20 millionin
China and nearly 15 million in
the Philippines.

It said that changes in set-
tlement patterns, urbanisation
and socio-economic status in
Asia have influenced observed
trends in vulnerability and ex-
posure to climate extremes.

The report said that in many
coastal areas, growing urban
settlements have also affected
the ability of natural coastal
systems to respond effectively
to extreme climate events, ren-
dering them more vulnerable.

“Some countries, such as
China, India and Thailand, are
projected to face increased fu-
ture exposure to extremes, es-
pecially in highly urbanised ar-
eas, as a result of rapid

urbanisation and economic
growth,” it said.

It listed Mumbai and
Kolkata in India, Guangzhou
and Shanghaiin China, Dhaka
in Bangladesh, Yangon in
Myanmar, Bangkok in Thai-
land, and Ho Chi Minh City
and Hai Phong in Vietnam as
projected to have the largest
population exposure to coastal
flooding in 2070.

“Many of these cities are al-
ready exposed to coastal flood-
ing, but have limited capacity
to adapt due to their fixed lo-
cation,” it said.

The report, published
ahead of the UN Environment
Assembly taking place in
Nairobi next week, said the
worst impacts of climate
change are projected to occur
in the Pacific and South and
Southeast Asia.

In 2011, six of the ten coun-

sealevel risk: UN

tries most vulnerable to cli-
mate change worldwide were
in Asia and the Pacific.

The report said livelihoods
can be impacted negatively by
natural disasters, economic
crises and climate change.

In coastal areas highly ex-
posed to cyclones and ty-
phoons the poor tend to be
more exposed to natural dis-
asters because they live on
hazardous land.

Evidence suggests that cli-
mate change and climate vari-
ability and sea-level rise will
exacerbate multi- dimensional
poverty in most developing
countries.

By 2050, areas of storm
surge zones are expected for
Bangladesh, China, India, In-
donesia, and the Philippines
with a combined total of over
58 million people at risk.

PTI
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Foreign aid reaches flooded Lankan capital

COLOMBG, AFP: Foreign aid
began arriving in Sri Lanka
Saturday, bringing help to half
a million people forced out of
their homes by heavy rains and
landslides that have killed at
least 71 in a week of extreme
weather wreaking havoc in
South Asia.

As the heaviest rains in a
quarter of a century battered
Sri Lanka, Cyclone Roanu bar-
relled into the Bangladesh
coastline leaving six people
dead and forcing the evacua-
tion of 500,000 as it unleashed
winds as strong as 88 kilome-
tres per hour and heavy down-
pours.

Torrential rains have del-
uged Sri Lanka since last week-
end, triggering huge landslides
that have buried victims in up
to 15 metres of mud and left
127 people missing.

As aid began to arrive Sat-

BOGGED DOWN A man pushes his autorickshaw through a
flooded road in Wellampitiya on Saturday. ReuTERS

urday on a military plane from
India and a commercial flight
from Japan, Sri Lankan au-
thorities said their priority was
now preventing diseases such
as diarrhoea, with many areas

still under water.

In Colombo, residents clung
toropes as they battled to cross
torrents of water pulsing
through the streets of the flood-
ed capital, with some forced to

take shelter in rickshaws.

Indian aid

The Indian government has
provided inflatable boats, out-
board motors, diving equip-
ment, medical supplies, elec-
tricity generators and sleeping
bags, officials said.

The first of two Indian naval |

ships arrived Saturday at the
port in Colombo, while Aus-
tralia and the United States
have made cash donations to
help victims.

Floodwaters in parts of the
capital subsided slightly
overnight, officials said, but
heavy downpours on Saturday
prevented many from moving
back to their homes on the
banks of the Kelani river.

Nearly 300,000 people
were staying in about 500
state-run relief centres on Sat-
urday.
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€r rains

bring respite
to arid Kolar, Chikkaballapur

Groundwater table improves; tanks, borewells get recharged

NAE

AshwiniYS was supplied to 120 wards, while
this year the number of wards |
BENGALURU: At first glance came down to 26. “Because of
the shimmering sheet of wa- the good rains last November,
ter might seem like a mirage. water problem has been re-
But in reality several tanks solved to an extent this year. Last
and bunds in the parched year it was unmanageable. The
districts of Kolar and Chikka- number of villages that were fac-
ballapur are brimming with ing acute shortage has gone
water despite the searing down considerably as the
heat of this unforgiving sum- borewells have beenrecharged.”
mer. In Kolar too, the scenario has
changed. Deputy commissioner
These water bodies are not Trilok Chandra said that water
only quenching the thirst of was supplied through tankersto
thousands, aside from acting as 300 odd villages last year, but
asightforthe soreeyes; interms this year, water is being supplied
of economics too, they have to only 70 villages. He said that
broughtahugerespite. Thedis- A view of Jakkalamadagu dam in Chikkaballapur. bH PHOTO the water table which had re- [
tricts, with no perennial source ' ceded to 1,000 ft has come up !
of water, have been grappling  Accordingto Chikkaballapur . X , ~ t070010 800 ft this year. o
acute water shortage for more DC MV Venkatesh, about 40% i Thisyear too, the districts are
" than three decades. of theminorirrigationtanksand Rgain i mb expecting good rainfall. En- |
| Thedramaticchangeisbeing 30% of zilla panchayat tanks, DISTRIC£au n NO‘ZSG 81;331.3 DEPARTURE thused, water conservation B
attributed tothe pounding rains  whichwere recharged inlast No- measures have taken primacy.
the districts receivedin Novem-  vember, continue to bear water RAINFALL | RECEIVED | FROMNORMAL  (Chandra said that Rs 17 crore
ber last year, owing to the cy- even now. The district has 210 RAINFALL has been spent under NREGA
rc{!gniceffectintheBay ofBengal. minor irrigationand 1,350 zilla  Kolar g2 13831 470% tcéc;onstruct 4,500 borewell
ougherraticinitspattern,the  panchayat tanks. Aol > £ : recharging structures in Kolar.
rains have recharged the tanks, ~ The district administration ;::‘ka'b?"?‘&’éa 552753 ;;452 ;32: Eleven check dams have been
which in turn has resulted ina  had supplied drinking water to galuruorban . | - 34. Gt constructed, while watershed
substantial improvementinthe 300 villages last year, This year Bengaluru Rural 538 2345 336% management programme is be-
groundwater table. In turn, a it has come down to 30villages Chitradurga 344 780 127% inginitiated under CSR in 5,000
majority of the borewells have Inurbansareastoo, theseverity Note: Rainfall in mm A hectares in Janaghatta.
recharged. has reduced. Last year water lHHHiHliiH%!IIHEHIIEHHHHW!HHHHHHHHHH!HHHIHHHHHHHHIHHHH! DH News Service
N L ] [ ] L] . '
Widespread rains in N-K damage crops  Sice
rainwoes
BENGALURU: Heavy and day morning also. Ballari dis- ter a huge tree fell on them in  Bagalkot district. Badami and A Twitter handle has been
widespread rainswhichl:ched  trict received 117 mmofrainon Maski. surrounding places received  created for the state gov-
parts of the state, particularly Thursday night. More than 250 electricity uninterrupted rains for more  ernment’s Monsoon Moni-
north Karnataka, late on Several parts of Koppal dis- poles have been uprooted than hour on Thursday night.  toring Cell, where citizens
Thursday, has resulted in ex- trict received heavy rains for across Vijaypura district dueto  Rampura in Molakalmuru  can tweet their concerns.
tensive loss of crops. about 45 minutes late on the heavy rains this week. The taluk of Chitradurga districtre-  According to an official
Heavy rains coupled with Thursday night. The sky was districthas receivedgoodrains  ceived 28 mm of rainon Thurs-  press release, the Monsoon
strong winds ravaged banana overcast in Koppal town twice this week, damaging day. Channagiri in Davangere - Monitoring Cell can be
and papaya plantations on 70 throughout the day. Heavy standing crops. Preliminary as- districttooreceived good rains.  reached at @mmcbir on
acres in Ballari district. More winds blew away roofs of sev- sessment has estimated the  Kodagu districthasreceived  twitter. Citizens can air -
than 20 electricity poles have eral huts in villages around lossatmorethan Rsonecrore. moderate rains. It rained for  theirissues relatedtothe
been uprooted while crops on  Koppal. The district received 9.3 mm  the whole day in Madikeri, _monsoon to this handle.
around 60 acres had been  Raichur district received 37 of rains on Thursday night. Napoklu, Gonikoppa and sur-  Also, they canusé the hash
damaged in Hosapete taluk. mmofrainson Thursdaynight.  Copiousrains have triggered rounding areas. ‘tag #Ready4MonsoonBen-
The taluk receivedrainson Fri- Eight bikes were damaged af- agricultural activities in DHNews Service ‘gagluru2016. L
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f The foam lvel t Belladur lake has
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increased to 25 feet

| after downpour on Thursday. ok pHorg
|

'Rain raises toxic foam

| levels at Bellandur Iake

People struggle
'to bear stench
from polluted
‘water body

| BENGALURU: The toxic foam
is back at the Bellandyr lake af-

| ter Thursday night's down-

]’ pour. Following the rainfall, the

} level of froth has doubled giv-
ing nightmare to local resi-
dents and road users.

Motorists and pedestrians

+ going towards Bellandur, Yer-
lur, Old Airport Road and sur-
rounding areas bore the brunt
on Friday. Pedestrians were
Seen covering their noses 1o es-
cape the strong stench €manat-
ing from the polluted water
body. Locals said the foam level
that was earlier ot 15 feet has
increased to 25 feet after Thurs-
day’s rainfall. Froth generation
too has shot up considerably.

Srinivas R of Yemlur, who
stays 100 metres away from the
Bellandur lake, said: “Conp.-
struction of a bridge at Bellan-
durlakeison and hence all the

| water from the lake is flowing
towards the neighbouring

! Yemiur lake, which is connect-

| ed to the Bellandur lake, We
| areforced to cloge the doors of
 our houses as foam may enter
| In with bouts of 8utsy winds.

The mosquito menace hasalso

. increased.”

Former president of Bellan-
dur Gram Panchayat K Jagan-
nath said that while stench due
to sewage entering the Jake is
manageable, they can’t bear the
frothasiit causes skin infections,
irritation in nose, rashes and

| breathing problems.

/

[EE M

Sprinklers to
be used

BBMP Chief Engineer
(Stormwater Drains)
Siddegowda who visited
the Bellandur lake on
Friday told Deccgn Herald
he will write to the BBMP
Commissioner Man ju-
natha Prasad seeking de-
ployment of sprinklers at
thelake, as a temporary
measure to contro] foam,

“The froth contains poison-
ous chemicals and, with rains,
the level of foam increases and
turns inflammable, Whije Ban-
galore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board’s (BWSSB) pro-
posal to construct Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) is
good, we need immedijate
Measures as we are unable to
live peacefully,” he added.

Residents said the problem
of frothing started with sewage
entering the lake from houses,
companies and apartments
due to the negligence of
BWSSB,

Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board chairman Lak-
shman told Deccar Herald'that
once STPs are constructed, the
foam will come under control.
Recently, representatives from
BWSSB had made 4 presenta-
tion to state government on the
STP project,

According to BWSSB
sources, the STPs will come up
in Hulimavy, Sarakki, Chikka
Begur and Agara, all connect-
ingto Bellandur lake.

DH News Service
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| HYDERABAD: Even as the im-
pact of the cyclone Roanu over
Coastal Andhra Pradesh has
considerably come down on
Friday, several parts of the state
received very heavy rainfall
since Thursday.

Kalingapatnam recorded 15
cm of rain, Vizag 8 cm, Machili-
patnam recorded 7 cm, Ama-
lapuram, Kakinada, Narsapu-
ram and Ongole recorded 6cm,
Gannavaram, Bapatla and Tuni
recorded 3 cm of rain.

In north Coastal Andhra
Pradesh close to Odisha coast
— Srikakulam and Viziana-
garam — endured heavy
rainfall coupled with squally

fesgear ( ueat )

winds. In Nizampatnam port,
all the 18 fishermen who went
missing in the sea, since the be-

Dt~ 2rzbiay

on An

{

ginning of the storm, returned
safely in two batches. In Tidhini
village of Patapatnam, Srikaku-
lam district, rain also brought
fish with it surprising the
villagers, who collected it with
zest.

3 die in Telangana

Meanwhile, Cumulonimbus
clouds accumulated due to hot
weather in Telangana have re-
sulted in heavy rainfall here on
Friday evening coupled with
stormy weather and lightening.
In all three people died in Hy-
derabad and neighbouring
Medak district. However,
weather office said that the sys-

tem is not connected with the
ongoing cyclone.

For one-hour, the people of
Hyderabad witnessed the ire of
the weather. While traffic
snarls brought the movement
of vehicles to a standstill, low-
lying areas were flooded with
rain water. A massive hoarding
near Banjara Hills Check Post
fell on several vehicles parked
on the street.

Uprooting of electric poles
and trees resulted in power out-
ages in large parts of the twin
cities. In several places hail-
storm gave people much-need-
ed relief from heatwave.

DH News Service

COLLATERAL DAMAGE: A view of uprooted hoardings and damaged cars in Hyderabad on Friday.
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With ‘temperatUres breaching the 40‘ Cel
. most north Indian cities, relief doesn’t seem to be in sight
an|me soon HT 2 may 2ol

HOW LONG WILL WHERE IS THE
THE HEAT LAST? MONSOON?

Cyclonic activity in the Bay of Bengal
has provided relief to the coastal
states of Odisha, Andhra, Telangana,
. Chhattisgarh and Bihar. However,
“w,_...  Cyclone Roanu, is likely to delay

The India Meteorological Department says
that the heat wave conditions will
2 gradually abate from May 27 to May 31

ON THE BOIL

PHALOD!

______________ (Thwmsday)
R s
JAIPUR

OTHERHOT SPOTS |
AHMEDAGAD __ AFC——
GWALIR . 7
HISAR 45.6°C

RED ALERT

IMD has issued a “red alert” and
“severe heat wave” warning for
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Saurashtra and Kutch

than scheduled

& the monsoon further. Earlier,

IMD had said the monsoon would
hit Kerala by June 7, a week later

/ KILLER JEMPRATURES

400 |4,204

have lost lives | have died due to heat
since April inthelast 4 years

E “Heat wave to severe heat wave
_ conditionsareyervlikelyatafew

places over Rajasthan,
Pradesh and Gujarat.”

INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT
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Ireparedness: Chaos & rains seem to be synonymous in the city

Multi-agency group to

}'1 T- 2|,’)’!h

handle rain eventualities

Coordination hub to be setup at Traffic Management Centre

Nikhil Gangadhar

BENGALURU: Senior offi-
cials from various depart-
ments came together on
Thursday and decided to set
up a Multiple Agency Co-or-
dination Centre at the Traf-
fic Management Centre
(TMC) on Infantry Road to
effectively handle the ensu-
ing monsoon in the city.

The meeting was held a day
after Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah pulled up the officials of
the BBMP and directed them
to be fully prepared to handle
to the monsoons. The meeting
primarily discussed measures
for better coordination among
various agencies to make city
free from inundation and traf-
fic jams during rains.

The co-ordination centre
will have a representative each
from BBMP, BWSSB, Bescom,
transport department, law and
order and traffic wings of the
city police. They will all sit at

the control room of the TMC
and monitor the situation
across the city whenever it
rains. The coordination team
will get to know what is hap-
pening in which part of the
city.

A senior police officer told
Deccan Herald that this kind
of an exercise was being car-
ried out for the first time in the
city. The TMC was selected for
the operations, as it is
equipped with necessary tech-
nology. The live footages cap-
tured by the surveillance cam-
eras across the city will be
screened at the control room,
which will be like real time
tracking. Traffic police on duty
will be feeding the control
room with the status of the dis-
tress situation. The social me-
dia team will keep a track on
the complaints posted by pub-
lic. All this will help the repre-
sentatives from various de-
partments to get a first hand
information of the situation,”
the officer said.

e P VU Y - SR I NS

It's a gridlock on the roads whenever there are rains in Bengaluru. bH FiLE

For instance, if there is wa-
ter-logging, BWSSB represen-
tative at the TMC will immedi-
ately alert the officials from his
department who are closer to
the spot and they will fix the
problem. It will be same with
the other departments too.
Every representative will get
to know about any untoward
incidents immediately. This

will help in addressing the
problem at the earliest.
Senior officers had a brain
storming session on ways to
tackle the monsoon eventuali-
ties. Whenever there isa down-
pour, the city comes to a stand-
still due to different reasons.
All these add to the existing
chaos and makes it difficult for
people stranded in the rain.

1 -
PHOTO

The co-ordination centre will
play a major role in handling
the rainy days. It’s success will
help us to take the centre to an
advanced level. Also, the de-
partments concerned will se-
lect a representative and de-
pute them to the TMC for a
trial run shortly, said an official
from BBMP.

DH News Service
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Y 15'“’ L
GUWAHA'IT May 20: The Akshaya Patra Foundatmn anot-
for-profit organization headquartered in Bengaluru, has entered
into a broad partnership with world acclaimed chef Jamie Oliv-
er’s Food Revolution, a global campaign that attempts to re-
form US school lunch programmes.

TheAk@aya Patra Foundation has commemorated this part-
nershlp ‘b¥ serving two billion meals from its Guwahati kitch-
en. This milestone was celebrated by serving wholesome meals
%he stuﬂents of Mnnaluu Devi Shishu Niketari, a beneficiary

ooi of Akshaya Patta. Students, teachers and parents took
part; in the celebxgl;on. Students- were also distributed Ak-
shaya‘ Fatracaps! /)

Thé‘ent!u event wa"tcaptured on camera and sent to Jamie
Oliver, wh!chwas hve-Mned on his official Food Revolution
hcebodk page as part of thé Food Revolution celebrations.
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The Teesta agreement should not be dawdled over any longer

Across the waters

he Trinamul Congress’s

triumph has sent hopes of

a Teesta waters break-

through surging in Delhi

and Dhaka. This close in-
terdependence was evident earlier,
too, when Sheikh Hasina Wajed inau-
gurated the flow of the promised 100
MW of power from the Palatana plant
in Tripura. India, which invested $575
million in the plant, had transported
all the heavy equipment across
Bangladesh by developing a roll-on,
roll-off jetty at Ashuganj on the
Meghna river, building bypasses on
water bodies, and upgrading the Sul-
tanpur-Akhaura border. Motiur Rah-
man Nizami, the Jamaat-e-Islami
chief who was executed for war
crimes, provided a third, less-pleas-
ant link. As a cabinet minister under
Khaleda Zia, he was suspected of
complicity in smuggling ten truck-
loads of arms and ammunition
through Chittagong for rebel groups
in northeast India.

Clearly, not all linkages are posi-
tive. But there are too many of them
for either country ever to be able to ig-
nore the other. The current flurry of
activity, highlighted by last week’s
visit to Dhaka by Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, bears out the relevance of
another Indian foreign secretary’s
warning when he was high commis-
sioner in Dhaka 36 years ago, that
“such is the nature of the relation-
ship that it cannot remain stagnant
for long without getting worse”. The
spate of agreements indicating that
those barren years of suspicion and
mistrust have been left behind began
before Narendra Modi assumed of-
fice. But the momentum has quick-
ened since then, with the external af-
fairs ministry displaying far greater
dynamism in following up old leads
and taking on new tasks. Borders
have been settled, enclaves exchang-
ed, and displaced villagers rehabili-

tated. India is restoring wireless con-
nectivity, improving and expanding
railways, developing coastal ship-
ping, developing Payra port, and es-
tablishing high tension power corri-
dors. Indian companies are investing
in special economic zones. Transit
rights will be used to mutual benefit.
Combating terrorism and enforcing
security are now joint aims. But the
_architects of this dawn cannot forget
 that the Tata Group abandoned an
bitious plan to invest $3 billion ina

' lwould not give an assur-
Bies of natural gas.
Suncertainty, there is

SUNANDAK. DATTA-RAY

hance connectivity with northeast
India or southeast Asia. Platitude and
propaganda are unnecessary. Bangla-
desh is an end in itself. With West
Bengal and Tripura, it constitutes a
single geographical and cultural zone
that, being contiguous, is far more a
natural growth area than, say, the Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sec-
toral Technical and Economic Coop-
eration. Moreover, Bangladesh under
Ms Wajed is more receptive than
other south Asian countries (barring
Bhutan) to Modi’s personalized rein-
vention of the traditional concept of
India as regional leader.

Therein lies the danger. I can re-
call two prominent Bangladeshis —
one was hanged, the other is no
longer head of state— dismissing her
as the “India lobby”. The Awami

were suspected of planning attacks at
home, and the arrest by Bangladeshi
police of five others from the same
group, does suggest an international
dimension.

The 30 per cent minority indicates
a bedrock of communalism in
Bangladeshi society, perhaps even in
the Awami League. Hence the prime
minister’s inability to undo some of
Ziaur Rahman’s innovations. Parlia-
mentary sessions still start with the
salutation, “Bismillahir-Rahmaanir-
Rahim” [In the name of Allah, the
Beneficent, the Merciful]. Constitu-
tional clauses proclaim “absolute
trust and faith in Almighty Allah”
and promise that “the state shall en-
deavour to consolidate, preserve and
strengthen fraternal relations among
Muslim countries based on Islamic

Mamata Banerjee photographing the Teesta

League domination may not any
longer allow such sentiments to be ar-
ticulated, but subterranean resent-
ment festers even more dangerously.
A Pew Research Centre survey’s reas-
suring finding last year that 70 per
cent of Bangladeshis are favourably
inclined towards India still leaves 30
per cent or more than 48 million peo-
ple with a potential for mischief, Sig-
nificantly, the victims of the series of
brutal but selective murders — more
than 20 killed in the last three years —
are natural Awami League support-
ers. A Buddhist monk, Hindu priest,
secular bloggers, a Shia preacher dou-
bling up as a homeopathic doctor, or
creative nonconformists whose life-
style provokes the hostility of Is-
lamist mullahs are unlikely to rally to
either the Jamaat-e-Islami or Ms Zia’s
Bangladesh Nationalist Party Wheth-
er the killers are affiliated to al Qaida
or the so-called Islamic State is not
particularly relevant. But Singa-
pore’s deportation of eight Bangla-
deshis with Islamic State links wha

solidarity”. Islam remains the state
religion. Zia and his successor, Hus-
sain Mohammad Ershad, thought it
necessary to placate orthodoxy with
these changes that belied Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman’s promise of equality
for all in a secular democratic State
emerging out of the ashes of Pak-
istan’s theocratic military regime.
Mujib’s daughter dare not prove him
wrong.

This 30 per cent may not be able to
thwart Ms Wajed’s constructive ini-
tiatives or directly hurt Indian inter-
ests. But it can inflict pain on the
smali beleaguered community that is
regarded — and, if truth be told, re-
gards itself — as India’s hostage. In
1941, Hindus formed 28 per cent of the
population. This fell to 22 per cent in
1951 as richer upper-caste Hindus mi-
grated to India. The Hindu share de-
clined progressively from 18.5 per
cent in 1961 to 13.5 per cent in 1974 to
12 per centin 1981, 11.6 per cent in 1991
and only 9.6 per cent at the time of the

DN roe11e NTATEr 34 20 nedtoin mdmod wd & &

-with success by-

per cent. Despite dwindling numbers,
Hindus still exercise considerable in-
fluence because of geographical con-
centration. They form a majority of
voters in at least two parliamentary
constituencies (Khulna-1 and Gopal-
ganj-3) and account for more than 25
per cent of votes in probably another
20. They can, therefore, be the decid-
ing factor in elections where victory
margins are sometimes narrow, This
is what gives rise to frequent allega-
tions of Hindus being prevented from
voting through intimidation or tac-
tics like omitting their names from
voters’ lists.

The more persistently crude
forms of coercion have been de-
scribed often enough in painful detail
to need reiteration here. What must
be stressed is that it is inconceivable
for even a resolutely secular govern-
ment in Delhi to engage in close
economic and strategic relations with
any regime in Dhaka that condones
communal persecution. It would be
doubly difficult for a Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party prime minister whose fer-
vent participation in the Simhastha
Kumbh mela in Uijjain once again
proclaimed his religious commit-
ment. Modi might baulk at the impli-
cations for his neighbourhood diplo-
macy. Yet, as this column has stated
before, Greece and Turkey provide an
internationally recognized parallel.
Although not exactly friends, the two
countries have not indulged in the
genocides and wars of the past since
the compulsory population exchange
under the 1923 Lausanne convention
involving Turkey’s 1.5 million Greeks
and 500,000 Muslims in Greece.
Religion was the only factor. Race and
language were ignored. Turks who
were Orthodox Christians had to
leave Turkey. Greece evicted Greek-
speaking Muslims. Not a single
mosque- survives in a Greece that
was for four centuries part of the
Ottoman empire which was also
Islam’s caliphate.

port Dhaka’s efforts to combat
terrorism, and it can encourage
the Bangladesh government to en-
sure that sceptics have a stake in the

I ndia’s role is limited. It can sup-

prosperity that Indian involvement i
economic development is expectedto -

produce. But this is for.th

teed. Megipwhile, Ra
will either migrate or bé assin

Either way, and cruel as it may sound,
it’s their destiny to disappear. Disap-
pearance might even one day have,
a beneficial impact on secular ties
between the two countries. A victori-
ous Mamata Banerjee could con-
tribute to that rapprochement by
not dawdling any longer over the

e oo oa .
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Call to divert mmwater fon

' TAFF REPORTER

HATI, May 18: With the onset
 season and the city once again
problem of flash floods, civic
vip Baruah has said that acom-
e plan to divert the rainwater
ral water bodies in and around
is the only way to bring about
nt solution to the problem.

‘whois president of the Nabin
fare Society and a former con-
- the Brahmaputra Board, said
roblem of water-logging will
o persist if adequate measures
ken to divert the floodwaters.
1not solve this problem of ar-
ods till diversion work is car-
naddition, there is also a need
e the retaining capacity of the
ies like the Silsako Beel and

the Deepor Beel,” he said.

Baruah, who is active in the move-
ment launched by local welfare socie-
ties of the city to force the government

.to act on the issue of tackling the flood

problem of the city in recent years, said
that merely installation of pumps to flush
out the water during periods of heavy
rainfall is not adequate.

“Water from the hills of Meghalaya is
a big contributor to flooding in the city.
There is an urgent need to divert the
Bahini River to the Silsako Beel. The
diversion of the Guwahati Refinery
drain to Bonda has somewhat made the
situation better, but the Bahini also
needs to be diverted to Silsako Beel
from PIBCO point. Dredging of Silsako
Beel to increase its retaining capacity is
also important,” he said.

Baruah added that diverting the rain-

\_Jhe Assam Tribune |
The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
B35 ( AT )
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water from Chandmari locality to Bor-
sola Beel and Sarusola Beel by increas-
ing the width of the drains along the
railway line is also necessary.

“For providing relief to people at
Silpukhuri, Guwahati Club and Ambari,

tical pumping station on the gove

land near the roundabout at Guwaliti

Club. This will also reduce the p

sure in Paltan Bazar area,” he said.
Baruah also called upon the '

the local authorities should set up a‘fa(-

Metro district administration and the
Guwahati Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) to take up work for
concretising the drain along the National
Highway 37 from Khanapara to Jalukbari
to improve its water-carrying capacity.
“GMDA is building a channel from
Khanajan to Pamohi. The channel is okay
for drainage needs during the dry sea-
son, but to deal with the flow of water
during the monsoon there should be a
pumping station at Khanajan and water
flow should be diverted to Kulsi River
near Chaygaon. Work should also be un-

- dertaken for de-silting the Deepor Beel
to increase its retaining capacity,” said

the civic activist.

He also called for installation of silt-
traps along the foothills of Guwahati.
“The city is surrounded by hills and
even one heavy shower results in flow

éfuml wate er bodzes to tackle flash floods

of silt down the hills and clogging ¢
drains in the residential and commer
cial locations. Silt-traps can mitigate this
problem,” Baruah said.

He expressed disappointment ove
the fact that despite repeated assuranc
es over the last two years, the State
government has failed to address, the
issue of artificial flooding in the city.

“They have adopted only piecemea.
measures. Even the Prime Minister’s
Office had responded to the suggestions
of the local welfare associations and
asked the State government to look into
the issue. Dispur, had in turn, given the
responsibility to the GMDA, but the
desired results have not emerged. For
the new government which takes charge
after May 19, tackling the menace of
urban flooding in Guwahati should be
among its first objectives,” Baruah said.
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rain
ak havoc in state

BENGALURU: Many parts of
| the state received pre-mon-
| Soon showers on Wednes-

day midnight and on

Thursday.

Belagavi
Heavy pre-monsoon showers
led to huge losses of property
and crops in Ramdurg taluk.
Shankarappa Mahadev Woli
(39), resident of Sambal village
in the taluk, was killed after
lightning struck him, when he
was working in his farm.
Janavva Hanmant Madar
(55), a resident of Chandargij
village in the taluk, was struck
dead by lightning when she was
 riding pillion on a motorcycle,

Roof tiles of more than 30
houses were blown away due
to winds at Hiremulangi vil-
lage. More than ten persons
hada providential escape when
a tree collapsed on the Hanu-
man temple.

Electricity poles were up-
rooted in the village due to
strong winds, plunging the vil-
lage in the dark.

Uttara Kannada

It rained for more than half
an hour in Bhatkal, Kumta and

-Gokarnaon Wednesday night.
'The sky was overcast in Kar-
war, Siddapur and other taluks,

Ballari

Rain accompanied by strong
winds lashed many parts of the
district on Thursday evening.
Electricity poles were uproot-
ed, disrupting power supply in
the city. There were showersin
Hoovinahadagali, Hosapete
and Sandur taluks,

-

Heavy rain have dyed a
district. oH PHOTO

Raichur

Rains coupled with heavy
winds lashed Raichur and sur-
rounding areas on Thursday
evening. Gutsy winds blew
away tin sheets of a few sheds
in Jalahalli, Power supply was
affected in Manvi as electricity
poles were uprooted.

Tumakuru

Heavy showers, accompanied
by thunder and lightning,
lashed Pavagad town and parts
of the taluk on Wednesday
night. 20 sheep belonging to
Shankar Naik and Lakshman
Naik of Srirangapur Tanda un-

-~

paya grown on 8 acres in Naganur village

der Nagalamadike hobli were
struck dead by lighting, Several
electricity poles installed under
Nirantara Jyoti scheme at Sri-
rangapur were uprooted. A
portion of the house belonging
to Nagarajappa at Venkatam-
manahalli has collapsed.
Cement roof tiles of several
houses at BK Halli and
Venkatammanahalli under Na-
galamadike hobli were blown
away in strong winds that swept
the villages on Wednesday
evening. Kasaba hoblirecorded
56.8 mm of rain while Nagala-
madike hobli received 42 mm
of rain. YN Hosakote, Tirumani

A

of ngir

experienced 30.2 mm and 12
mm of rain respectively,

Vijayapura

Sindagi town in Vijayapura dis-
trict received drizzles towards
Thursday evening. Strong
winds uprooted several elec-
tricity poles affecting power

supply.

Bagalkot

Heavy rains lashed Nidagundi
and Almatti for more than 30
minutes. Heavy winds in these
areas have uprooted more
than 80 electricity poles in
Nidagundi over the past two

(R !
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ecutive Officer C Venu- .-,
gopal said that hydel units
have begun power genera-
uonowmgtommm
the state and neépro-

suspended temporarily.
T ’

days. Around 20 transformers
too have been damaged.
Bagalkot received rains for
more than an hour,

Koppal

It continued to drizzle in Koppal
for thesecond dayon Thursday.
The town received rain accom-
panied by lightning and thun-
ders on Wednesday night.

Yadgir )
Papaya crop grown on eight

acres was razed to ground due

to heavy rains in Naganur vil-

lage near Kembhavi of the

taluk. Ravikumar, the owner of
the farm, said that he had sus-
tained loss to the tune of lakhs
of rupees due to the rain fury.
The officials of the Horticulture
department who visited the
farm said that a crop loss re
portwould be submitted to thes
state government.

DH News Service
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Lack of rain sends mercury
soaring in Capltal says Met

Mallica Joshi

- mallica msm@hlndusm mes.com

NEW DELHE: Delhi is not just hot
but also parched this year.

The Capital has, this year,
got less than 30% of the rain
it is supposed to get. And that
too is only because of two
rainy days in March. If the last
three months of 2015 (October,
November and December) are
taken into account, the deficit
climbs to 80°%.

According to India
Meteorological Department
officials, this is also one of the
reasons why the temperature
in Delhi has soared well before
time.

“A strong western disturbance
has not brought rain to the city
for a very long time. This has
led to the days becoming hot
very early into the season. As a
result, this April was among the
hottest in recent times. In May,
the temperature usually starts
touching 43 and 44 degrees in
the last week. But this year we
| are seeing these temperatures
in the second week itself,” said
a senior Met official.

Since January this year, Delhi
has got only 17 mm rainfall
instead of 59 mm that it usually
receives during this time.
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nally conceived. On the
contrary, the farm sector is

small towns and 9,633 virtu-
ally ‘no source’ villages and

SCORC

HED

+ Residents inside the dried Agrasen ki Baoli in New Dethi. The Capital
has, this year, got less than 30% of the rain it is supposed to get.
ARVIND YADAV/ HT PHOTO

In March, the city received 15
mm rain in the first half. Since
then only traces of rain were
seen.

Dethi is not alone in this
trend. According to officials, the
whole of northwestern India has
been reeling under a dry spell.
On Friday, the maximum tem-
perature (at Palam) was record-
ed at 43.5 degrees Celsius and the
minimum was 30.8.

On Thursday the maximum
temperature was 42.8 degrees
Celsius, three degrees above

> 1

— ~e= vmen tessne satvian

Saurashtra regions are still
dependent on the monsoon.

normal. According to the weath-
erman, very light rain might
accompany a thunderstorm on
Saturday.

Data released by NASA has
shown that last month was the
hottest April on record and tem-
perature patterns show that 2016
may become the hottest year in
recorded history.

The data by space agency
shows that April was 1.11
degrees Celsius warmer than
average April temperatures
between 1951 and 1980.

-~ - I\‘IANN

\I'L yvaril U wic uduauny wy
river and the state govern-
ment turned to Narmada to

wuww e VIsiDle among the

people other thap halding
mere pmtestralh&. k. a4




el/eracie/eaiioria puiilsned O el /oA /.Uy Jr 2 AX!

) 1 Lc
g Nzv Bharai Ties {Hindi), Mi.P.Chronicle
Punjeb Keshari (Hindi) e ‘_\ (Hindi)
ale (N.D) The Hindu ndign Netion

"l

v Rejesthian Petrike (Hindi) et Duniye (Hinoi)

’ Deccen Chronicle The Times of Indiz
1 -

o) Deccan Hereld Blitz

TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANJAN BHUI

TiE

i

nally conceived. On tFle
contrary, the farm sector is
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small towns and 9,633 virtu-
ally ‘no source’ villages and

. " ' i i Dethi on Sunday.
\ Birds splashing water around them in the scorching heat on the lawns of Vijay Chowk in New
|
|
|
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parts ot the arid Kutch- of water in the usually dry
Saurashtra regions are still  river and the state govern-
dependent on the monsoon.  ment turned to Narmada to

£

would be visible among the
people other than holding
mere protest rallies.
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Delhi’s max temp 4

press trust of india

i 6 Celsius

NEW DELHL 21 MAY: Intense
heat wave conditions continued
unabated in the national capital
making it tough for Delhiites who
also bore the additional brunt of
long power outages in some
areas,

The maximum temperature
was recorded at 41.6 degrees Cel-
sius, two notches above the sea-
son's average, while the mini-
mum temperature settled at 30.7
degrees Celsius, three notches
above the normal, said a Met De-
partment official.

“The Safdarjung observatory,
the reading of which is consid-
ered as the official figure for the *
city, recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 41.6 degrees Celsius,
two notches above the season’s - ¥ .5 . : : ‘
average. A boy takes a bath ona hot Saturday in the Capltal hlmanshu sharma

“The Palam observatory regiss — d ¢ -9 | -39 /. ) '
tered 2 maximum temperature of is not expected to rise for the
44.2 degrees Celsius,” said the next two three days, though it

between 61 per cent and +2 per  wards morning and evening.
cent. *"The maximum and minimum

Met official.
According to India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) Direc-

will hover above the 40 degree
mark because of the Cyclone Roa-
nu in west central Bay of Bengal.

The Mel office has forecast
clear skies for tomorrow.
“The skies will be mainly clear.

temperatures are likely to hover
at 41 degree Celsius and 29 de-
gree Celsius,” the Met Forecast

tor BP Yadav, the day temperature ~ The humidity level oscillated Dusty haze is likely to occur to-  said.
|
Tie - ' ‘
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On the small towns and 9,633 virtu-  Saur ;::;2 ;re‘g&:): rsnonsoon ment turned to Narmada to
y conceived. ©n ally ‘no source ' villagesand ~ depen

comy the farm sector is
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 22 May

The national capital remained in the grip
of a searing heat wave with the maxi-
mum temperature again crossing the 45
degrees Celsius mark in parts of the city
today:

“The Palam observatory registered
a maximum temperature of 45.6 de-
grees Celsius,” said a Met official.

The Safdarjung observatory, whose
reading is considered as the official fig-
ure for the city, recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 42.7 degrees Celsius, three
notches above the season's average,

OnMay 18, the Palam observatory reg-
istered a high of 46.4 degrees Celsius,
which is the highest so far this season.

Minimum temperature was recorded
at 28.8 degree Celsius which was twonotch-
es above the season's average, the offi-
cial said.

The humidity level oscillated be-
tween 68 per cent and 37 per cent.

small towns and 9,633 virtu-

CA-20-0.

The Met office has
indicated the possibility of
rain and thunder storm
towards Monday evening
and night

In what may come as arelief, the Met
office has indicated the possibility of rain
and thunder storm towards tomorrow
evening and night.

“The sky will be partly cloudy. Rain
and thunder storm may occur in some
areas towards evening and night to-
morrow,” the Met forecast said.

According to weather man, the max-
imum and minimum temperatures are
likely to hover at 43 degree Celsius and
29 degree Celsius respectively.

Yesterday, the maximum temperature
was recorded at 41.6 degrees Celsius while
theminimum had settled at 30.7 degrees
Celcius.
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New Delhi: A day after Ra-
jasthan’s Phalodi recorded
the country’shighest temper-
ature ever of 51°C, the India
Meteorological Department
said the frequency of severe
heat waves had increased
sharply in the past 15 years.

Most heat-affected states
have no plan in place to pre-
vent mortality and morbidi-
ty associated with extreme
heat. IMD officials said the
average frequency of severe
heat waves had doubled from
50 days a year across India
until 2000, to about 100 in the
2001-2010 decade. The figures
are cumulative numbers
from all IMD stations. So, if
there are 10 severe heat wave
days in two cities simultane-
ously, it’s counted as 20.

“The frequency of both -
heat waves and severe heat
waves has increased, partic-
ularly in the last two dec-
ades. The reasons could be
related to climate change, ur-
ban heat island effect or oth-
ers,” said B P Yadav, director,
National Weather Forecast-
ing Centre at IMD.

He added that between
2010 and 2016 too, heat waves
showed an upward trend.
IMD has started issuing a
separate colour-coded heat
wave forecasting from this
year, which alerts agencies
on when interventions are
required, because of what it
called a “visible increase” in
both mean temperature and
heat wave incidents.

IMD’s observations cor-
relate with warnings by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) of a
steady increase in warm
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Severe heat waves have doubled but
plans to curb deaths th in place

HEAT EVENTS RISING

1991-2000
2000-2010 |

SEVERE  Until 2000
HEAT Lessthan
WAVES

Until 1990 m &m—»

HEAT WAVES
100

500 600

Less than 500
S ——— About 580
About 670

!i

Until 2000
Less than
100

Numbers refer to heat waves/severe heat waves per year
across all IMD stations in India

» Max temperature - ..
of a station is 40
deg-C or more.
» Max temp is4.5-64
“deg C above normal j
» Maxtemp hlts 45
deg C or higher

> Maxtemp..
departure from
normalis 6:5

47degCor.

-more

days and nights globally, and
higher temperatures in ci-
ties due to the urban heat is-
land effect.

The Indian Institute of
Public Health (IIPH), which
has developed a heat action
plan for Ahmedabad and
helped citiesin Maharashtra

MERCURY SOARING

develop theirs, has advised
the Union health ministry to
ensurethatsimilar plans are
implemented in all states af-
fected by heat waves.

As of now Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh have start-
ed aheataction plan.

“Mortality increases as

Temp criteria of hills & coasts is different; Source: IMD

soon as there is a heat wave.
For instance, on Thursday
when it recorded 48 degrees
in Ahmedabad, there were
130 deaths compared to 100
deaths daily on an average.
During the 2010 heat wave,
there were310deaths ina day
and about 800 deaths in total
in the following week,” said
DrDileep Mavalankar, direc-
tor, IIPH, Gandhinagar.
“Since the frequency of
heat waves is increasing
due to climate change, we
have been pursuing the im-
plementation of heat plans
withthegovernment.Ideally
local government adminis-
tration or municipalities
should be in charge of it,”
Mavalankar said.

Hlmachal’s snow
cover melts a
month in advance

atest aerial photographs

reveal thatthe higher
reaches of Himalayas have
startedlosing snow coverat
leastamonthinadvancedueto
hotterthanusual conditions.
Pictures of the Pir Panjal,
Dhauladharand
Chandrabhaga ranges taken by
civil paraglider Roshan Thakur
during a flight show that snow
had almost completely
disappeared at altitudes
between 11,000t and 13,000ft at
léast 20 days in advance. While
temperaturesinthe stateare
around four to five degrees
above normal for this time of
the year, the snowline onthe
higher mountainswas
receding two months ahead of
theusual date. Tnn

Heatwave on, red
alert in Ahmedabad

day after settingan

all-time record for India by
notching 51°C, Rajasthan’s
Phalodicontinuedtosizzle at
50°ConFriday. The extreme
heatis likely to last another
day, the Met department
warned, butadded that the
worst may be over.Except
Pilani, all district centresi in
Rajasthan recorded
temperatures above45°Con
Friday. The heatwave claimed
sevenmore livesin Gujarat,
withthe Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation issuing
aredalert for Saturday,
warning that the maximum
temperature will likely
touch46°C. T

Jnarknand
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24 killed as cyclone hlts Bdesh

29
Over 100 hurt as houses damaged, trees uprooted |15 Iakh evacuated

DHAKA, MAY 21
Twenty-four persons were
killed and over 100 others
injured as Cyclone Roanu
battered Bangladesh’s south-
ern coast today, leaving a trail
of destruction and prompting
authorities to evacuate about
five lakh people.

With awind speed of up to 88
km per hour, the cyclone hit
the Barisal-Chittagong region,
sending impacts across the
country. Most places wit-
nessed rain and thunder
showers accompanied by tem-
porary gusty and squally wind
since the morning.

Twenty four people were
killed in cyclonie storm, BD
News reported.

The tropical cyclone grad-
ually defused after it made
a landfall in the coastlines
after the midday today.

The northwestern Chit-
tagong appeared to be the
worst victim of the cyclone as
it hit the coastline at a speed

of 80 km per hour, killing
nine persons in that port city’

alone. Bhola, Noakhali and
Cox's Bazar coastal districts
each witnessed three deaths,
said Bangladesh’s Disaster
Management Department's
Director Deneral Moah-
hamd Reaz Ahmed.

“In terms of infrastructur-
al and other damages, Chit-
tagong suffered most as
well as the cyclone dam-

Sri Lanka flood toll touches 73

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka on Saturday raised
the death toll from landslides, and fioodsto.
73, as soldiers continued seal

| NEW DELHI: maiaﬁassehtmmwsmps
.|~ Colombo with relief material to assist fts neigh

andanAir Force C17 transportaircraf to
botir. White the C-17 aircraift with 50 tonines of

saorecafpeopte missingsinceléndsﬁdes .

naﬁon indent Mavthnpa}a

refief mabeﬁal !anded atthe Katunayake air

aged some 40,000 home-
steads and business houses
there,” Ahmed said.

A disaster management
ministry spokesman said so
far some 5,00,000 people had
been evacuated. Officials
and reports said under the
peripheral impact of the
cyclone, codenamed Roanu,

stormy winds levelled sever- .

al hundred village huts. The
administration at the scenes
of the disaster said they con-
tinued to receive reports of
growing number of casual-
ties with highest 10 deaths
in greater Chittagong alone.

“The officer in charge of
Banskhali (of Chittagong)

police station reported that
seven people were killed
there alone..they were vic-
tims of drowning or land-
slides," a police officer sta-
tioned in the port city told PTT
by phone. The Shah
Amanat International Air-
port, Chittagong, suspend-
ed its operations. —PTI
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3 die in R'sthan, 2 in UP

Three persons were
found dead amid
scorching heat in various

parts of Jaipur over the

past 24 hours. Two per-

sons were killed in UP’s

Ballia amid strong winds
and thundershowers.

Cyclone doesn't hit much
Cyclone Roanu, which was

expected to hit East coast,
made a landfall at

. Bangladesh's southern

coast, killing 24 persons in
that country. But the
cyclone's effect was feit in
parts of Bihar, Odisha and
West Bengal. Paradip
received heavy rainfall due
to the cyclonic influence.

Heat wave to persust

The Met Department said
moderate to severe heat
wave conditions are likely
to persist over the next
few days at a few places
in Rajasthan, western
and eastern Madhya
Pradesh, Vidarbha, Pun-
jab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi, eastern Uttar
Pradesh, and Gujarat.
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Famous Bhagsunag
waterfall drying up

LaLiT MOHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, MAY 21

The Bhagsunag waterfall, a
prime tourist attraction in
McLeodganj tourist circuit,
has dried up.

The tourists eager to have
a look of the waterfall they
have seen in photographs
are disappointed. Only a
trickle of water is left in
the fall. The waterfall is
losing it beauty as water is
being diverted for various
water schemes.

There are three water
schemes on the waterfall.
While the IPH Department
of Dharamsala siphons off

about 10 lakh litre water

from the waterfall every
day, two water pipes of the
Military Engineering
Services transport about 15
to 20 lakh litre water from

the waterfall.
Vikas Nehria, a resident
of Bhagsu, said that earlier
the waterfall used to have a
T T good flow of water
throughout the year. It
attracted both domestic
and foreign tourists who
enjoyed the beauty of the
waterfall. However, now
the water in the fall has
been reduced to a trickle
both in winters or sum-
mers. This year the water
flow in the waterfall is
worse and tourists are
returning disappointed,

he said.

Rakesh Pathania, who
runs a shop in Bhagsunag,
said as the waterfall was a
great tourist attraction the
government should make
efforts to save it. The gov-
ernment should look for
alternative water sources
for its schemes rather than
depending on the waterfall
for extracting water.
way  The Bhagsu waterfall is at
A its pristine best during
d onsoons. The water in the
fall increases manifold as a
result of persistent rain in
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The waterfall in Bhagsunag.
PHOTO: KAMALJEET

the region that converts a
thin stream coming out of it
into mass of gushing water."
The white waters rushing”
out of the waterfall and the
mist generated from the
90-ft fall of delights the
tourists. The tourists enjoy
tiny water droplets per-
vading the air.

The attraction of the nat-
ural waterfall motivated
even pot-bellied tourists
from plains to trek uphill
about 1 km to reach the
waterfall. The panoramic
view near the waterfall
makes tourist forget the
arduous trek they under-
take to the scenic spot.
The small huts brought up
by locals near the waterfall
add to the charm provid-
ing all kinds of snacks and
drinks to tourists.

The trekkers in the area P
revealed that the height of |EE":®I B
popular waterfall of Bhag- t w .

sunag is just 20 feet.
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15 PEOPLE WERE KILLED & OVER 100 OTHERS INJURED, LOCAL MEDIA REPORTED

Cyclorgg

press trust of india

| DHAKA, 21 MAY: Tens of thou-

| sands of Bangladeshis fled to

- safety as cyclone Roanu today
made landfall at the country's
southern coast, with stormy
winds and incessant downpour
triggering landslides, killing 15
people and injuring over 100
others.

With a wind speed of up to
kilometres per hour while head-
ing east-northeastward, the
cyclone hit the Barisal
Chittagong region,  sending
impacts across the country.

‘Most places of the country

| witnessed rain and thunder
showers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty and squally wind since
early morning.

At least 15 people were killed

. and over 100 injured as the
advancing cyclone had started
ravaging the southern coastlines,
local media reported.

Officials and reports said that

Villégers make their way to shelter in Cox's Bazar on
May 21, 2016, as Cyclone Roanu approached. afp

under the peripheral impact of
the cyclone, codenamed Roanu,
stormy winds levelled several
hundred village huts in south-
western coastal Bhola leaving
two dead and over 100 wounded
indicating the cyclone was
advancing with intensified
wraths.

A minor child and a woman in
Bhola appeared to be the first

victims of the cyclone, which
continued to advance keeping
an edge with the coastlines from
the southwesterly direction
towards the southwest, turning
the sea very rough.

Incessant downpour under
the influence of the brewing
cyclone caused landslides in
southeastern port city of
Chittagong, killing a minor girl

and her mother. The fifth death
was reported from southwestern
Patuakhali. Police officials said
that six persons were killed in
the cyclone in the upazila. Of
them, four were killed in
Khankhanabad union and the
fifth in Sonua union. In Bhola,
two persons were killed in a
storm in Tajumaddin upazila of
Bhola as cyclone Roanu is get-
ting closer to the coastal areas.

. In Patuakhali, over 300 fami-
lies have been waterlogged as
strong tidal waves caused the
damn in Rangabali to break.
Road communications have
been disrupted after strong
winds uprooted trees blocking
highways, reports said. The Shah
Amanat International Airport,
Chittagong suspended all of its
flight operations due to Roanu.
Very to very heavy rainfall may
occur at places over Dhaka,
Khulna, Barisal,  Chittagong
and Sylhet divisions, according
to a Met office bulletin issued in

‘Roanu hits B’desh coast

Dhaka. Yesterday, the Met office
issued a warning of 7 on a scale
of 10 for three of the four main
seaports. Authorities earlier
launched a massive evacuation
campaign in southern coastlines
mobilising rescue teams, saying
thousands were moved to
cyclone shelters already as they
expected nearly 21,50,000 peo-
ple in 13 most vulnerable coastal
districts to be shifted to safety

" before the cyclone hit the coast

with its full wrath.

“We have taken all the prepa-
rations to face the situation
Roanu might cause,” Relief and
Disaster Management Minister
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya briefed reporters at
Disaster Management
Department today.

According to the bulletin
issued in Dhaka, the doppler
radar network found the cyclone
to have advanced further in three
hours towards north-eastward
direction.
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« o somiatt As the maximum temperature settled at 45.6 degrees Celsius at Palam, the Met
department offered some hope to the capital, predicting rain and thunderstorms on Monday
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Pun]ab model for
Yamuna clean-up?

TTo-2

(’
Times News ?ETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi go-
vernment will invite Baba
Balbir Singh Seechewal, a
noted river conservationist
from Punjab, to Delhi to take
stock of the Yamunaandhelp
the government in imple-
mentation of its river rejuve-
nationplan.

Dethi Jal Board chairper-

‘son Kapil Mishra, along with

the DJB CEO and other se-
nior officers, will be
going to Seechewal
Gaon in Punjab’s Ka-
purthala on Monday
to meet Seechewal.
“We will see his work
and seek his guidan-
ce on how to involve
people in the clea-

ningof the Yamuna.I Balbir Singh
will show him the Seechewal

plan that we have
drawn up. I will also invite
him to Delhi,” said Mishra.
Seechewal is credited for
having cleaned the Kali Bein
rivulet, in Punjab. A senior
DJBofficial said that conven-
tional engineering has its li-
mitations and for cleaning a
river like the Yamuna, which
isfacing massive contamina-
tion, it would require mecha-
nismslike wetlandsetc. “The

mm '(5' —(‘_’ﬂ"“ W

first few phases of the Yamu-
na Action Plan are looking
largely at cleaning sewage.
However, we need to move be-
yond that. The new plan by
the government has also loo-
ked at successful river clea-
ning models across the world
and taken the best from tho-
se,” said an official.

The Rs 6,000 crore new
blan prepared for the govern-
ment will include develop-
ment of biodiversity zones
along the river, clea-
ning the water thro-

‘creating public spa-
ces on the banks to

totheriver”.

Sources said that
work on greening the
banks of the Yamuna
will start upstream
of Wazirabad. The
rest of the river will be tack-

‘led after the monsoon. Howe-

ver, with the plan yettobecle-
ared, it is not clear when the
government will be able to
launch this ambitious pro-
ject. Officials-added that the
river cannot be cleaned in
isolation and the entire drai-
nage system across the city
will be kept in mind when
implementing the project.

ugh dredging and

“bring people closer ,s
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Expressing con-

. cernover massive deforesta-
tion that led to many envi-

ronmental problems like in-
tense heatwave and drought,
Prime Minister Narendra

i Modi on Sunday urged peo-

ple to save forests and con-
serveevery dropof waterdu-
ring the upcoming monsoon.

In his monthly radio pro-
gramme ‘Mann ki Baat’, Mo-
disaid hehad alsoasked NITI
Aayog — the government’s
think-tank — to study “best

. practices” of various states

sothat those could bereplica-
ted in all states.

It was the PM’s second
consecutive ‘Mann ki Baat’
where he pitched for water
conservation in abig way.

During the half-an-hour
broadcast, Modi touched
upon many issues including
importance of yoga for healt-

. hy living and the upcoming

Rio Olympics. He also spoke

PM Narendra Modi pays obeisance at Bhai Ganga Singh Sabha Gurud-
wara in Tehran during his visit to Iran on Sunday
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Conserve Very drop of w ter, says PM in ‘Mann ki Baat’

“The

Modi arrives in Iran, aims to
boost economic, cultural ties

% rime Minister Narendra Modion Sunday arrived inlranona
7 two-day visit, which will see India and the Persian Gulf nation
working on enhancing economic partnership thatincludesa
possible deal on developing the strategic Chabahar port.

“Reached Iran, aland with whom India shares civilisational
ties. Hope to enhance economic partnership betweenour
nations. | also hope my Iranvisit further cements cultural and
people-to-people ties between India and Iran,” Modi tweeted.

Formal talks with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani are
scheduled for Monday morning after aceremonial welcome for
the Prime Minister. Rouhani will also host a lunch for him.

Modi will also call on lran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as well before his return. emi

about the need for using tech-
nology to turn India into a
cashless society, explaining
how it would bring transpa-
rency and help tackle the pro-
blem of black money.
Referring to the intense
heat wave in the country, he
said concerns increased a few
days back when hews came in
that monsoon could be delay-

ed by a week beyond Junel.
“Most parts of the count-
ry are experiencing intense
heat wave. Be it humans,
birds or animals, all are tro-
ubled... It is only because of
environment that such pro-
blems continue to increase.
Depletion of forests has been
going on, trees continue to be
cut. In a way, humankind it-

self destroyed the environ-
ment and put itself on the
path of destruction,” he said.

He mentioned the recent
fires in forests of Uttarak-
hand, Himachal and Jammu
and Kashmir,and said thero-
ot cause of such incidents

was that there were dry lea-

ves and alittle carelessness.
“That is why, saving forests

and conserving water beco-
mes everybody’s responsibili-
ty,” Modi said while underli-
ning the need to save “every
drop” of water, which he desc-
ribed as “god’s ‘prasad’”.

“I urge countrymen, let
us decide that we will not let
evenadropof watergowaste
during June, July, August
and September... The issueof

wa er concerns not only the
farmers but everybody. The
monsoon season is coming.
Start the preparations now
to see where to save water,”
hesaid.

Speaking about the need
for using technology to turn
India into a cashless society,
the PM said, “We have to bu-
ild a modern India. We have
to make India transparent...
We will need to let go some of
ourold habits.”

Hespokeaboutthe govern-
ment’s steps in this direction
like introducing Jan Dhan,
Aaadhar and Mobile phone
banking (JAM). He also men-
tioned ‘POS’ (point of sale) in-
strument and ‘RuPay’ mecha-
nism of making payments.

Meanwhile, telecom mi-
nistry has okayed afour-digit
toll-free number ‘1922’ to help
people listen to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann
Ki Baat’ programme for tho-
se, who missed listening it
onradio.
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They have come in thou-
sands, fleeing the crush-
ing drought in their vil-
lages across Marathwada.
Some of them, Mahars
from Nanded district,
came to this 'camp’ here
in Ghatkopar barely a
week ago because there
was 'just no water to
drink’ Butitisn'tasif they
fled due to scarcity of
resources, including
water; they fled because
the distribution is con-
trolled through powerful
caste networks in which
they have no stake.

One of the women
here, Sunita Parlab from
Morwadi Tanda in Nand-
ed, elucidates. “Tankers
do supply water to our vil-
lage, but delivery of water

to rich Maratha house-
holds is prioritised. They
have huge undeground
tanks that store a lot of
water... By the time our
turn arrives, there is no
water in the tanker.”
Other women who
stand around her, amidst
makeshift bamboo struc-
tures strung together two
days ago tomake the open
field seem somewhat like
acamp, say the same. As
do people ~mostly from
Scheduled Caste and
VJNT communities ~ in
other such informal
‘camps' across Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai, Pune,
Aurangabad and Thane.
In the villages, the polit-
ically-powerful OBCs,
especially the Marathas,
have merely extended
their influence to drought
relief works, they say,
leaving the lesser castes

At the camp at Ghatkopar. -sns

-_—

to their fate.

Renuka Kad, an Aur-
angabad-based researc-
her who has visited all
informal drought camps
in the state barring the
ones in Pune, confirms
this. The caste profile of
those forced into distress

migration due to the
droughtis clear, she says.
“In most camps, you will
find amix of Banjarasand
Scheduled Castes, In
Aurangabad, you also ha-
vemigrant herders from
the border areas with
Rajasthan and Gujarat

who have arrived in the
city with their cattle... As
in cases of other calami-
ties, here too, we see how
marginal communities
suffer the most.”

The report that Renu-
ka worked on, and which
was published jointly by
Vikas Adhyayan Kendra
and Observer Research
Foundation in Mumbai,
notes how most people at
these camps are landless.
A few own small plots
notbigger than 3acres at
the most. They depend on
thelanded families in the
village ~ incidentally the
OBCs including the
Marathas ~ who provide
them with work in their
fields.

“We can'teven fight our
way into get water.. If we
dothat, or talk against the
powerful people, they sim-
ply refuse to give us work.

OWCTI' castes pbear the brunt -

So we have po option...”
Sunita Pralab at the
Ghatkopar camp trails
off.

The camp borders a
wooded patch on a hill,
and women here wake
up at around 4 am. “We
g0 into the jungle and
finish our morning ritu-
als before the men wake
up,” says Chhayabai Wade
as she makeg rotis on a fire
lit by wood she and her
children managed to col-
lect over the day.

There is a mobile toi-
let unit in a part of the
open ground that also
hosts the camp, but it is
sparingly used because of
water shortage. Currently,
around 450 families with
their childrenlive here in
the camp cheek by jowl,
each family occupying
around 10x15feet space on
bare ground.

Lower castes bearthe brunt

& conmvuen From pagk 1

The camp in Thane ~the

—  ‘best’ of the lot ~has been

adopted by Maharashtra's

PWD minister Eknath

Khadse, but only in his
personal capacity.

The 450-0dd families in
the camp get free food and
a bamboo and tarpaulin
structure to sleep under ~
aluxury comparedto most
other camps that are locat-
ed on open grounds or in
pockets of slums overflow-
ing with refuse and drainage
water.

Inmost cases, local NGOs
and small time politicians
eager to project themselves
as the ones who care have
arranged for supply of
tanker water to the camps.
Some residents’ groupsare
alsoproviding the ‘caste’ out
migrants with rations once

in a while.

BJP MP Kirit Somaiya
visited the Ghatkopar camp
in his constituency some
days ago. He has since sent
some dhurries that the peo-
ple now spread on the
ground tosleep on. Here, as
in all other camps visited
by The Statesman and
researcher Renuka Kad,
the occupants have brought
along nothing but a few
clothes and pots and pans.

During the day, their
belongings hang on hap-
hazardly arranged lines,
aschildren sleep or playin
theshade. Inthe night, after
the able-bodied return from
aday's work; mothers gath-
er around wood fires lit for
cooking. The concern about
missed vaccination doses
and missed years in school
come to the fore.

“What are we to do?

Thereisnothing, no schools,
nofacility here, At least, the
government could have
provided us a doctor for
the Kkids!” exclaims
Chhayabai.

Men and women at the
camps set out in search of
work, mostly manual labour,
every morning. The gov-
ernment's drought relief
packages—insurance
schemes and loan restruc-
turing—does not benefit
them because they have no
land. What some of them
do have is small loans from
banks, worth between Rs
10,000-50,000. They haven't
bothered to take another
loan this year because most
of it would be used up to
repay the earlier years'
debt.

Devidas Jadhav from
Nanded explains. “Town 1.5
acre land in the village.

Last year, Itook aloan of Rs
30,000 but the crop
failed...everything burned
intheheat. The interest on
thatloanisRs 10,000. This
year, if Itake a loan of Rs
50,000, I have to will pay Rs
40,000 to repay the earlier
loan, and another Rs 2,000-
2,500 to the bank official to
sanction the loan. Can I
grow anything with the left-
over Rs 6,000-7,000?”
Devidas says men like
him are marked out by the
banks, and are routinely
refused loans, while the
Ppowerful castes with prop-
erty to boot get loans easi-
Iy. They ask if there is any
chance the government may
waive off theloans, unaware
that the chief minister has
already ruled out a loan
waiver. Instead, farmers
from drought-affected areas
have been promised freedom

fro3f ey @\

from interest payment this
year. Men in the campslike
Devidas get between Rs
300-500for a day's labour; the
women make Rs 200-300.
The same in the village
would get men Rs 200-250
and women Rs 150.

“We do earn more perday
here, but we find work once
in 45 days,” says Ramu
Jadhav, who hasmigrated —
from Mukhed village with
his middle-aged sister

Parlab Narba from
Nanded says they have to
spendaminimum of Rs 200
per day to feed the family
of four in Mumbai.

“The money we man-
agetoearn is not enough.
AndMumbai istoo expen-
sive,” he mentions, adding
that his family will return
assoonas there'sdrinking
water available in the vil-
lage again.

Neither this camp, nor
any of the others across
the state popoulated by the
most vulnerable com-
munities have received
any attention, forget pro-
vision of facilities, from
the government. Ina cou-
ple of camps, local NGOs
and Actionaid are main-
taining aregister of oce-
upants whoare still trick-
lingin. But there is abso-
lutely no effort or way of
ascertaining exactly how
many have been forced
into distress migration
due to the drought.

None of the local
labour commissioners'
offices in the camp areas
have an inkling of the
surge in numbers of
unemployed in the area
this year on account of the
distress migration.

& TURN TO PAGE 5
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Conserve water, go infor  _

rainwater harvesting: PM

Mann ki Baat: Work towards becoming a Cashless somety he says

Focus on ‘per drop more crop’

® Prime Minister Narendra Modi said there should be
more focus on 'per drop more crop’, micro and drip irri-
gation and optimum utilisation of tradltlonal sources of

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 22

Expressing concern over
intense heat wave sweep-
ing the country and
drought conditions pre-
vailing in some parts,
.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today urged people to
conserve water and adopt
methods not only for water
conservation but also for
rain harvesting.

Addressing the nation
through his “Mann Ki Baat”
programme, the Prime Min-
ister stressed on permanent
solutions to tackle water
scarcity and drought in sev-
eral parts of the country
which, he said, could
include water sharing.

In his 32-minute
address, the Prime Minis-
ter said there should be
more focus on ‘per drop
more crop’, micro and
drip irrigation and opti-
mum utilisation of tradi-
tional sources of water,
including ponds. He urged
people to use technology
and perfect planning in
water conservation and
pointed out that their par-
ticipation towards this
could become the founda-
tion of success.

water, including ponds

.®Modi urged the people to use technology and perfect

planning in water conservation and pointed out that
their participation towards this could become the

foundation of success

Modi said he had one-to-
one meetings with the
chief ministers of 11
drought-hit states and had.
appreciated various pro-

‘grammes launched by

Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Chattishgarh, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan for the drought
hit regions. He said he had
urged Niti Aayog to imple-
ment best practices in
drought-hit states.

On recent forest fires in
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir, the Prime Min-
ister said carelessness
and dry leaves were the
main cause of the fire and
urged for increasing of
the forest and green cover
in the country.

Modi called upon the peo-
ple to promete cashless
transactions through Jan
Dhan, Aadhar and Mobile

(JAM) to move forward to
cashless society, which
pointed out was the future.

Referring to-employment
of 1.25 lakh banking corre-
spondents, the Prime Min-
ister said it was his govern-
ment’s resolve to bring
banking services to peo-
ple’s doorsteps.

-He said post offices were
also being sensitised to
serve as banking institu-
tions. He said these meas-
ures would bring trans-
parency and put a check on
the use of black money.

Referring to the forthcom-
ing Rio Olympics, the
Prime Minister said a posi-
tive atmosphere should be
created for Indian
sportspersons participating
there for them to get moti-
vated and also compliment-
ed Sports Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal for his
recent visit to NIS, Patiala,

to personally check the

~ facilities and training provi-

sions for Olympics aspi-
rants amidst his election
duty in Assam.
Congratulating the suc-
cessful students in vari-
ous board examinations
whose results were
declared recently, Modi
consoled non-successful
students saying this is not
the end of the road and
urged parents to not force
their expectations on
their children advising
the kids to identify and
focus on their strength.
Stressing on his
favorite area of cleanli-
ness, he reminded that it
was best way to avoid dis-
eases and help the poor
saving his  medical
expenses. He urged peo-
ple to live a healthy life.
He said prevention is
always better than cure.
Inviting people to partic-
ipate in the International
Yoga Day on 21st of next
month, Modi said he
would lead the nation in
the event Chandigarh. He
said yoga day was not
merely an event, but every
person should at least

"devote 20 to 30 minutes to

yoga in daily routine.
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When rights dry up in the drought

Swaraj Abhiyan is seeking to create awareness of the SC judgment and citizen’s entitlements

]AYANT SRIRAM

LATUR: It's a quarter past seven
in the morning in the small
village of Khandapur in Latur
district. In the small window
of time before the pleasant
morning sun turns into unfor-
giving heat, a small group of
people are gathered in a street
next to the gram panchayat
office.

A group of volunteers from
the Yogendra Yadav-led Swa-
raj Abhiyan, along with other
fraternal organisations, are
addressing the gathering,
This is the second day of the
! Jal Har Padyatra, a 10-day

march that started on Satur-
day from Sonwati village in
B Latur.

The judgment
! The yatra will cover the
drought-hit- regions of Ma-
rathwada and Bundelkhand
8 to inform people about their
rights, especially following
the May 13 Supreme Court
judgment that lays down di-
rections for States on provid-
ing relief to those affected by
drought.
In Khandapur, the Swaraj
Abhiyan volunteers ask if the
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HIGHLIGHTING ISSUES: Yogendra Yadav addressing villagers at
Khandapur in Latur district on Sunday.

schools are continuing with
the mid-day meal scheme
through the summer holi-
days. The crowd says ‘no’.
The volunteers then ask if
they know that according to
the SC, anyone, regardless of
whether s/he has a ration
card, is entitled to get wheat
atRs. 2 per kg and rice at Rs. 3
a kg. Many seem confused.
Again, the volunteers ask
how many people have work
cards for employment in the
MNREGA. Only a few hands
tentatively go up, though by
this time, the crowd has
grown in size.

Each village presents its
own picture of the ground re-
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alities of drought relief.
“There seem to be gaps in the
PDS system in many places
but the one uniform thing
throughout is that there is a
huge failure of MNREGA,”
Mr. Yadav says. “Which is a
shame because Maharash-
tra’s scheme was what the
MNREGA, was modelled on,”
he adds.

Alerting stakeholders

At another public meeting
on Saturday night at Ganga-
nagar village, Mr. Yadav asks
the huge crowd if they were
willing to work under MNRE-
GA. “Many pesple tell me
that you people are not will-

ing to work because the payis
justRs.190 a day. Is that true?”
he asks. The response is loud
boos and protestations, espe-
cially by the women, who say
they would indeed appreciate
the work. “Then why do so
few of you have MNREGA
work cards when the official
list says there are over 350

holders in this village?” con-
tinues Mr. Yadav. Again, there
is a confused silence.

Following the public meet-
ing in Khandapur the volun-
teers are faced with a deluge
of complaints — from want-
ing to know how to get
MNREGA cards to com-
plaints of not getting rations
at the promised rate.

Mr. Yadav and his team
guide the villager towards a
volunteer who takes down
their names and helps with
applications for MNREGA
cards. He explains that once
they have the card, it is the
government’s responsibility
to provide them employment
within 14 days.

Social vigilance

“We will keep vigil at Delhi
and with the Supreme Court
but it is your job to keep vigil

here. If the government
doesn’t deliver then inform
us and we will go to the Su-
preme Court again,” he tells
them.

Forming a group of con-
cerned citizens is crucial not
just to ensure delivery of ser-
vices but also, Mr Yadav ad-
mits, to build a base for Swa-
raj Abhiyan in  the

-Marathwada region.

Six months ago, Swaraj Ab-
hiyan and its volunteers came
to Latur as part of their jour-
ney from Karnataka to Harya-
nato assess the drought situa-
tion across thé country. The
team wrote letters to many
State governments informing
them of their findings. When
that did not work, they filed a
Public Interest Litigation that
led to the May 13 verdict that
Swaraj Abhiyan is now dis-
cussing with villagers.

“We try not to get too tech-
nical with what we discuss.
We highlight the issues that
matter to people,” Mr. Yadav
says.

The padyatra, he explains,
was timed to happen .two
weeks after the verdict to see
if State governments had act-
ed on any of the points.




. ‘Conserve every

SpECIAL CORRESPODENT

NEW DELHL: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s meetings with
Chief Ministers of drought
affected States for the past
couple of weeks was reflect-
ed in his Mann Ki Baat ad-
dress on radio, where he
made a strong pitch for a
mass movement to save for-
ests and conserve “every
drop” of water during the
MONnsoons.

“Most parts of the country
are experiencing an intense
heatwave. Be it humans,
birds or animals, all are trou-
bled. Tt is only because of en-
vironment that such prob-
lems continue to increase.
Depletion of forests has been
going on, trees continue to be
cut. In a way, humankind it-
self destroyed the environ-
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Narendra Modi

ment and put has set itself on
the path of destruction,” the
Prime Minister said.

Mr. Modi mentioned the
recent cases of forest fires in
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh and Jammu and Kash-
mir, and said the root cause of
such incidents is that there
are dry leaves and careless-

ness. “That is why, saving for-
ests and conserving water
becomes everybody's re-
sponsibility, we must save ev-
ery drop of water this mon-
soon season, it is God’s
Prasad [benediction],” Mr.
Modi said.

The Prime Minsiter said
he had departed from past
traditions of holding a com-

Ministers and decided to
meet them separately to give
individual attention to each
of them.

e z ;‘\fl/’mon meeting with the Chief

Permananent solution
“Whichever party may be
in party in any State, it was
emphasised that permanent
solutions are required to deal
with this problem which has
been going on long. The fo-
cus [of these meetings] was

water drop, says PM

how to have lasting solu-
tions,” Mr. Modi said.

The Prime  Minister
praised States such as And-
hra Pradesh and Gujarat for
innovative efforts to save wa-
ters and water bodies.

Board exam results

Referring to the results of
the CBSE board examin-
ations declared recently, he
urged parents to not pressur-
ise their children to get more
and more marks.

“Dissatisfaction is a reflec-
tion of negative mindset, dis-
satisfaction can lead to fail-

ures. Accept hatever result

has come, welcome it and
move forward. Life does not
stop because of bad marks.
The most important thing is
not to lose confidence,” the
Prime Minister said.
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SINCE 1985, in the month of May, Delhi has
witnessed temperatures over 46.4 degrees
Celsius only four times. According to Met de-
partment records for Delhi airport, in the last
31 years, such high temperatures have been

seen atIGl airport between May 28-31,1988;

May 23-29, 1998; and May 22-25, 2013

During these heat spells, the highest ever
temperatures for the month were recorded
on May 26, 1998. That day 18 years ago, the
temperature at Palam touched 48.4 degrees
—the highest since May 1969-2015. However,
Safdarjung recorded 46.5 degrees the same
day. At Safdarjung observatory, where older
records are available, the highest tempera-
ture recorded is 472 degrees on May 19,1944.

According to Dr RK Jenamani, head of air-
port Met office, “Temperatures crossing 44-
45 degrees in the month of May is not new
for Dethi. But what is unique this year is that
while these spikes are usually seenin the sec-
ond half of May, this summer we saw these
trends from the first week.” On May 2, about
two weeks after temperatures showed ini-
tial spikes, Palam recorded 46.2 degrees and
Safdarjung 44 degrees.

According to Met data, April 18 was the
first high temperature day observed this sum-
mer. Safdarjung and Palam recorded temper-
atures of 42 and 44 degrees, respectively, that
day.OnMay 2, the temperatures were 44 and
46.2 degrees at Safdarjung and Palam, respec-
tively. Temperatures rose through May 13, 14
and 15 and hit the season’s highest of 464 de-
grees at Palam on May 18. Safdarjung
recorded 43.7 degrees the same day. In Delhi
airport, the Met office recorded 45 to 47 de-
grees on the runways consistently from 1.30
pm¢to 6.30 pmon May 18. .

“We compared this with runway temper-
atures at other airports such as Jaipur,
Lucknow and Udaipur. All major airports in
north India reported the highest tempera-
tures this season the same afternoon period,
but it ranged from 42 to 45 degrees. So, Delhi
airport saw the highest temperatures on the
runway in this region so far this season on
May 18,” said Jenamani. Temperatures hov-
ered between 42 to 44 degrees till May 21.

According to Jenamani, the spike in tem-
peratures in May has come after a gap. “In
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DELHI'S HEAT HIGHS ‘K}\
DATE SFD  PALAM
April 18 42 44
Mayz | 44 46.2
May13 43 | a5
Mayl4 | 423 | 437
vayts | a6 | 4aa
May18 437 464

May 2015, such high temperatures were
there for one to two days at both Palam and
Safdarjung. Inthe precedingyears, there was
no prominent heat wave spell. In May 2013,
whenwe last saw persistent heat, the condi-
tions were most prominently observed dur-
ing May 20-25, when temperatures at Palam
were 46.3 to 47.2 degrees. At Safdarjung, the
highest temperature for the month that year
was seen on May 24 at 45.7 degrees.”

Such high temperatures are often fol-
lowed by dust storms due to convection cur-
rents. This season, so far, such storms were
only witnessed on May 16 evening, when
wind speeds of 55 kmph between 7.20 and
7.50 pm reduced visibility from 6,000 me-
tres to as low as 900 metres, while temper-
atures remained between 37 and 43 degrees.

The high temperatures seen in Delhi over
the last week are between 3.1 to 5 degrees
above normal for this time, according to the
India Meteorological Department (IMD).

Jammu and Kashmir, Rajasthan, and partsof ~ Pradesh during the next 48 hours.
| mndustrial effluents, as wel] Sssssues aidU LIOW INEO the "gi'éens, along th
| drains, Untreated water one of its drnagin. g Ca

ir the

< W.P.Chronicle
Foe ] (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniye (Hindi)

.... (941

Blitz

Haryana all saw similar conditions, said the
IMD. According to a senior scientist from IMD,
“The temperatures in Delhi have fallen after
crossing 45 degrees over the last week. High
temperatures continue to persist in Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh.” Some relief is ex-
pected after the advent of southwest mon-
soon and easterly winds, the scientist added.

The high temperatures also led to spike
inozone levels by 15 to 20 per cent, by mod-
estestimates. According to Central Pollution
Control Board's Air Quality Index bulletin,
between May 12 and May 18, when temper-
atures remained high, ozone was recorded
as the dominant pollutant. “Ozone is formed
as a photochemical reaction where different
pollutants including dust and gaseous par-
ticles combine. High temperatures are anim-
portant catalyst, so the spike coincided with
the rise in temperatures,” said a scientist.

On Sunday, maximum temperatures
spiked by 1 to 2 degrees — Palam recorded
456 degrees and Safdarjung 43.7 degrees,
according to the Met office — with the
change in wind direction to westerly from
easterly at 11.30 am. According to Jenamani,
new winds from Rajasthan were responsi-
ble for the spike.

Hourly weather data of Delhi shows after
May 18, temperatures did not rise due to the
formation of acyclgne parallel to eastern coast
of India. “These turned the winds in the east-
erly direction from May 19-20, bringing high
humidity to the ity... So, the eastern region of
Delhi had relatively lower maximum temper-
atures inthe last three to four days. Maximum
temperatures fell by 2 to 3 degrees as a result
of the moist winds,” said Jenamani. He added
that due to the moisture in the winds, hurnid-
ity increased. “It felt very uncomfortable even
through temperatures fell by 2 to 3 degrees
during May 20-22, compared to the much
higher temperatures on May 18.

FORECAST

OnMay 22, the Met department said pre-
vailing heat wave conditions are likely to sub-
side from May 27. While maximum temper-
atures are “very likely” tofall by 1 to 2 degrees
over Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat
due to incoming westerly disturbances, “no
significant change” is expected over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Uttar
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projects to clean the river,

large drains — Najafgarh,
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5= Is this the last Yamuna plan: D
A two-year, Rs.6,080 crore “fam una Turnaround Plan™has been prepared Bythe Delhi Jal Board ,
DamiNi NATH ' ik ' ey i * from 22 major drains and
— L ’ W several smaller ones falls )
{NEW DELHE: Imagine walking s into the river. :
along the Yamuna without The Yamuna cannot be ‘
your holding breath and cleaned till its drains are
the smell of garbage, tackled, the comprehensive
sewage and effluents in the plan acknowledges. All
&at?r failing to hit youin drains, t(lllil; is fzillr major
< the face. ones and 18 smaller ones,
Imagine wanting to be have been mapped and
pear the Yamuna, which separate strategies have
has over the ly:ears become been formed tlcl) prevent
so polluted that some them from polluting the
experts say it is dead. river. Existing sewage
Politicians and officials treatment infrastructure ¢
in the Union and Delhi- will be upgraded, and .
| governments have showed newer treatment plants set o
" this vision of the Yam .
S0 m‘gz;otr;xgxes :vér thl:ena upThe plan also recognises %
past two decades that e fact that riverbanks o
Delhiites have now begun need to be public spaces, )
to lose hope. Thousands of not forgotten parts of the :
crores have been spent on city. A total of 120 km of
public spaces along the

-but there hasn’t been any
perceptible change. _ Supplementary, Shahdara
: and Barapullah — and ’
. Bad to worse BEFORE AND AFTER: (Top) The 9,000 hectares of an
“The river has gone from | -current day reality of the ecologically-sensitive
bad to worse. There have fiver. (Right) A digitally riverfront willbe
been so many plans, but manipulated image developed. To save water,
they have notbeen showing the future of the - 10 large freshwater
implemented seriously,” Yamuna. — PHOTOS: DELH AL reservoirs will be set up.
said Manoj Misra, the -  BOARD'S YAMUNA TURNAROUND PLAN
convenor of the Yamuna S et Greenways
Jiye Abhiyaan. reclaiming the banks of the The plan also makes
Now, there is another Yamuna from o provision for development
‘plan. : encroachment. of greenways. According to
A two-year, Rs.6,000 The comprehensive the plan, 50m to 200 m
crore “Yamuna plan, a copy of which is wide greenways will be
Turnaround Plan” hasbeen | with The Hindu, aims to developed along the
prepared by the Delhi Jal prevent “even a single drop Yamuna as well as all the
Board. According to the of untreated water” from drains and streets leading
Delhi government sources, | fallinginto the river. As per ‘ to them. :
the plan was presented to sourees, the plan was ‘ Meanwhile, the digitally
Chief Minister Arvind drafted after a series of Capital, according to the as non-point sources like - manipulated pictures ofa -
Kejriwal on Friday and will | meetings by DelhiJal Board | Central Pollution Control solid waste dumping and future Yamuna, one clean
be submitted to Union chairperson Kapil Mishra, | Board (CPCB). sewage from unauthorised | enoughto bathe in, used in
‘Water Resources Minister officials and stakeholders. For the Yamuna colonies and slums along the plan seem like a dream.
Uma Bharti next week. The Yamuna runs a Turnaround Plan, the Delhi | the drains were identified The river is not much of
The Yamuna length of 48 km in Delhi Jal Board started outby | astop offenders. Pollutants | ativer today. But, imagine
Turnaround Plan covers after enteting at Palla, two | identifying the sources of from illegal walking down a winding
‘everything, from - per cant of its entire length, | pollution. Point sources, slaughterhouses and pathway, lined with lush
preventing sewage from but Jets 70 per cent of all including sewage and laundries also flow into the 1, 5r¢ens, along the river or 4‘
falling into the river to its poltutants from the industrial effluents,as well | drains. Untreated water ‘oiie of its drain. '
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New Yamuna clean-up
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plan to treat sewage, turn
river into biodiversity zone

ADITIVATSA
NEW DELHI, MAY 20

THE DELHI government has come up witha
new “comprehensive turnaround plan for
the Yamuna" to ensure that untreated water

s does not enter the river. The plan will be ex-

i ecuted over the next two-and-a-half years
and will cost Rs 6,000 crore, said officials.

- The plan will include cleaning the river,

. developing the river bank as a biodiversity

r zone,treating drain water and using spaces

on the banks of drains as public spaces, said

government sources.

5 The new plan comesatatime whenthere Theplan will be executed over the next

- isgrowing pressureon the government from two-and-a-half years and cost

¢ theNational Green Tribunal to clean the river. Rs 6,000 crore. Express

“There have been three Yamuna action plans S

costing crores. Other plans relating to sewage

treatment were proposed. All these plans  inthe world on such alarge scale.”

wereinisolationandRs 25000 toRs 30,000 Instead of just cleaning the river, the plan

crore was allocated and spent on various  aims to build the area around the river
projects,” said a senior government and drains.

official. “The river and all drainsare being seenas

The new plan has been developedbya one system. We are not looking at the
team of Delhi Jal Board officials, headed by ~ Yamuna in isolation. We are not only clean-

Water Minister Kapil Mishra, in the last six ingthe river and drains but are alsodevelop-

months. “This plan combines allearlierplans  ingan ecology an economy around it,” said

I — point sources, non-point sources, biodi- theofficial.

a  versity,ecology,river cleaning. Noaspect has «On both sides of the large drains, for
f been left untouched and this is a detailed 250m, water-oriented development will take
1. plan. We have mapped out each drainand  place.We will be creating aclean water body
how to clean them up,” said a and public space. This will lead to an auto-
government official. matic rise in the value of land around these
The official added, “The plan includesre-  drains. The ideais tonotify 250m arounditas
moving silt which gets accumnulated near the commercial space. We are looking at drains
tiver. Other projects will look at river flow in two ways — as sewage or interceptorsand
and river-front development..Anecological as a wetland. Cycle tracks, greenways and
riverfrontwillalsobe developed across 9000 pathswillbe developed for public utilisation
hectares. Thisis being done forthefirsttime  along the drains,” added the official.
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 19

Wwith the term of the one-
year agreement on sharing
of Krishna waters coming
to an end, both TS and AP
are now gearing up for a
showdown on the new ope-
ration protocol for the for-
thcoming monsoon season.
Tempers have been rising
on bath sides due to new
projects being taken up,
and the fact that major res-
ervoirs — Jurala, Srisail-
am, Nagarjunasagar and
Pulichintala on the verge
of drying up due to practi-
cally no inflows in the last
two years. Now, the clam-
our for early release of
water for the ayacut under
various projects is getting
more strident.
Each state is expected to
insist that water should
reach its project first.
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While no one can predict
the possible quantum_of
storage at the reservoirs,
poth states are sure to
insist that they should be
the first to get the water.
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® EVEN AFTER the
KRMB decide on releas-
es, the TS government
did not implement it
from the NS dam.

The Krishna River Mana-

gement Board was set up to
regulate the release of wat-
er among the states based
on its availability and to
decide allocations to the
two states. However, imple-
mentation hasn’'t been that
smooth. )

For operational convenie-
nce, KRMB has decided to
entrust the responsibilities
of Srisailam dam to APand
NS dam to TS, but in pra-
ctice, authorities of both
the project take into acco-
unt instructions by their re-
spective governments and
not the KRMB directions.

The two states had picked
holes in the agreement rea-
ched among them last year,

(< D AN R A

® SIMILARLY, AP used
more water last year
than it was allotted by
the KRMB.

though it was praised by
Union water resources
minister Uma Bharathi.
Though the water reso-
urce ministry set 512 tme ft

. for AP and 299 tmc ft for TS

as the benchmark in the
sharing of Krishna waters,
AP contends that 20 tmc ft
allotted to the Bhima proj-
ect in Mahbubnagar dis-
trict and shown in TS qu-
ota should be deleted as it
is was based on savings in
Krishna delta in AP after

—
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wa;-slmﬁng pact nears end

its modernisation. AP’s
argument that TS should
bear the cost of moderni-
sation works has been
rejected by the latter.

Similarly, AP argues that
only 20 tmc ft would be av-
ailable from Palair, Munn-
eru and Musi flows betw-
een NS dam and Prakasam
Barrage as intermediate
contribution, but TS arg-
ues that it would be 101.2
tme ft, hence further sup-
plements from NS Dam
should not be entertained.

The KRMB also pointed
out non-compliance of its
orders by both the states in
respect of providing infor-
mation to it on the actual
utilisation of Krishna wat-
ers for minor jrrigation
purposes.

However, water resources
ministry officials inter-
vened and entrusted the
job of allocations among

g R A

4

f' ht’
the states to KRMB, which
shall decide project-wise
releases based on the avail-
ability of water using the
512: 299 tmc ft formula even
for deficit sharing.

“We have noticed some
deviations by AP during
the last one year on utilisa-
tion of waters. We may ins-
ist on more stringent con-
ditions in our next meeting
with KRMB. With regard
to utilisations from Srisai-
lam dam, we would be mo-
re careful in securing jus-
tice for TS this time,” said
TS Engineer-in—Chief C.
Muralidhar.

Meanwhile, TS jrrigation
department special chief
secretary S.K. Joshi is opti-
mistic of an amicable set-
tlement of all issues betw-

een the two states. He said
KRMB has not set an agen-
da for its May 27 meeting
so far.
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Cyclone Roanu
intensifies along
, Andhra coast, .
gale to continue

\A
Srinivasa Rao Apparasu \

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: Heavy rains battered
the coastal Andhra districts of
Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam
on Friday as the cyclone Roanu
intensified into a severe storm.

Officials of the Cyclone
Warning Centre at Visakha-
patnam said the storm lay cen-
tred around 60 km southeast of
the port city and would move
i north-east. “It is likely to cross
" south Bangladesh coast between
Khepupara and Cox’s Bazar by
midnight of Saturday,” they said.

The centre said heavy to very
heavy rainfall measuring more
than 21 cm will be witnessed in
north coastal Andhra Pradesh
in the next 24 hours. Gale wind
speed reaching 90-100 kmph is
also expected in the next 12 hours.

Several towns in Srikakulam
district received heavy rainfall
ranging from 4 cm to 15 cm.

In Visakhapatnam, very heavy
rainfall inthe last 24 hour inundat-
ed several Jow-lying areas. Strong
winds uprooted trees and snapped
electricity and communication
lines while high tide waves lashed
the coastal line. The Kothavalasa-
Kirandul (K-K) railway line was
also blocked.
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