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'Modi reminds Kutch of the o
importance of Narmada water

EXPRESS NEWS SERV|CE
BHACHAU (KUTCH), MAY 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
exhorted people to toil hard for
water conservation after inaugu-
rating a pumping station on
Kutch Branch canal andreleasing
water towards the Tappardam of
Kutch on Monday. .

Earlier, Modi laid foundation
stones of projects worth Rs 996
crore at'Kandla port and and
Gandhidham town of Kutch. Modi
pressed a button and formaly in-
augurated the Rs 148 crore purmp-
ing station on the Kutch Branch
Canal of the Narmada project, near
Bhachau inKutch. :

This is third and last pump—
ingstationonthe 357-kmKutch
Branch Canal, which takes off
from the Narmada main canal in
Banaskanthadistrictand endsin
Mandvi taluka of Kutch.

With the pumping stationbe-

~

PM Mod1 M Rupam attheinauguration of apumping station
on Kutch Branch canal in Kutch districton Monday P

coming ﬁmctjonal, Sardar Sarovar
Narrnada Nigam Limited will start
releasing water into the Tappar
dam near Bhijj soon, Modi said.
Modi asked people of Kutch
to use the Narmada water judi-
ciously. “Awareness about water
cagservation is the need of the
hour. It's time to toil hard to con-
serve water,” Modi told a public
meeting after the inauguration.
* The Prime Minister said Kutch

: had done good work in anag-

ing drinking water but now will
need tomake optimum use of the
Narmada water which will be
availableforirrigation. “Kutchhas
set an example in the manage-
ment of drinking water. Youths
and women of Kutch have en-
sured that notasingle dropofwa-

ter is wasted... But Narmada has

teached here after the spending
of crores. We've tried tobring the

Narmada water here while keep-
ingaside otheraspirations of mil-
lions of the poor,” said the PM.
"Healso lauded Kutch farmers
for adopting micro irrigation sys-
tems. “Kutch understood the im-
portance of water conservation
much early.l appealed tothemto
conserve water when1was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat. AndT'm
happy tonote that they took each
word seriously,” the PM said.
“Modi also undertined the im-
portance people of Kutch attach
to the Tappar dam. “After the
earthquake (0f 2001), they were
more concerned if the Tappar
dam was safe rather than worry
about their houses. They believed
that if the dam survived, water
would come into it one day and
they would be able to rébuild

their lives.Now, the Tappardam
will not.only be filled with

Narmadawater butitwill beren-
ovated and its storage capacity
will be increased, “ he added.
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WARANGAL, MAY 21

Ji ayashénkar Bhu-

“palpalli district agri-

culture officer

¢.-Anuradha is asking

farmers, to .opt for

~.crops. that consume

less water and elec-

tricity. like gralns )

-and pulses, -

. The department Wlll

provide 3,100 quintal

¢ seeds at 50 per cent
sub51dy, she said.

‘?oﬁ'lcers

" are creating aware-

ness among the farm-

-ers about the benefits
of cuitivating pulses.

.The ~district -offi-
‘cials.- expect - the
~extent of - cultivated

land to increase this

' year,.. saying . that

3,94,836 acres of land
could be -cultivated
this -year for which

' 9,285 ‘quintal -seeds
~and '“85;733 metric

tonnes . urea . have
been kept ready.
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NGT notlces to Centre
. Delhi over waterbodies

_{5 New - Delhi: The ‘National

o i 1ssued noticesto the the Cent-
; ré, Delhi government, DDA

i tionontherevival of 33 water
! bodiesinDwarka.

:: _ Abench headed by Justice

;¢ Swatanter Kumar issued the

1} notices, demanding a response
+ fromtheconcerned authorities
. which include the Central Gro-

‘Green Tribunal on Monday-»

£ .and-a number. of otﬁer £o-
{1 vernment bodies -over inac-

wund Water Au\‘honty Central

- Ground Water Board and the
~.Central "‘Wetland Regulatory

Authority ever the work carri-

~-edoutby them toreviveand im-

prove the condition of the wa-
ter bodies following NGT's or-
der issued on November 1, 2016.
Petitioner Diwan Singh said
little to no action has taken pla-

ce on the ground. The agencies
have been asked to reply before
thenext hearing on July 13. T
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