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- Modi, Hasina to
~ discuss Teesta,
- Rohingya issues
-at May 25 meet

i RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
! KOLKATA MAY 22 174 F ?}

PRIMEMINIS'IERNarendraModl
 would on Friday meet his
Bangladeshi counterpart, Sheikh
Hasina, on the sidelines of Visva
Bharati’ sconvocation. The twoare
Tikely to discussissues like Teesta
‘waters shanng, cross-border ter-
-rorism and exodus of: ‘Rohingya

~ Muslims from Myanmar ‘to
Bangladesh.
Bangladeshmfonnatlonmm

ister Hasanul Haq Inu said en-
hancing cultural co—operatlon is
ﬂlepnmeagenda of Hasina'svisit.

- West Bengal chief minister

s MamamBaneuee is yet to agree
10 shanng of Teesta waters with
Bangladesh cmngpossxble short—

. ageitmay Gusemher state,

. “1 am not sure whether
- ‘Mamata Banerjee wouldbe pres-
ent during the deliberations...

- There may be informal talks over
- thevital issue of Teesta waters,”

- said former Presidency College
_principal Amal Mukhopadhyay.

i Bangladesh has been de-

. manding equal share of waters
. from the Teesta, which flows into
the countryvia West Bengal from
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* ination has been found in th
- Beas riverwater sample an
i that the ‘heavy casualty of
aquatic life was due to ac1dlc'
‘pH and lowdlssolved oxygen.
However, the postnmoztemof
fish could not be perfonned .
due’roputreﬁed samples. .
_Several water, sediment and
 fish samples were collected by
the state fisheries oﬁ‘icnals on
May 17 between 9amand 2
pm, after reports of tonnes of
. fish mortality surfaced follow-
ing the spillage of molassesin |
the river due to the alleged -
‘negligence of Chadha Sugar

Sc1entlsts No ma] or

o

AIWRITSAR, MAY22

Puthnganendtoall‘specu]a‘

tions, scientists of Guru Angad
DevVetermary and Animal
Sciences Umversxty (GAD-
VASU),

dhiana, have con:
cluded thatno ma,]or contam

Industries, Kiri Afgana. =~

The Central Equipment
-Labora’cory College of Fish-
eries, GADVASU, submitted
its report to Amritsar Deputy
Commissioner KS Sangha on

‘Tuesday. It has indicated that
s the samples co]lected by scien-

tists at 7 pm the same day,‘
revealed low dissolved oxyge-

. nand high biological oxygen.

- and documented at Bhag‘iraLh(Englfsﬂa Pab];rnysscﬁon,iﬁwg

- and sedlment samples' were

- fested for 36 pesticides.

in high organic load which
- could be the possible reason of .
~high fish mortality. -

_ University dean Balblr

~ Singh Sandhu said the tests
were conducted on critical

water quality parameters and

~ therewas nomajorcontamina-
tion in water, microbiological -

~ or pesticides residue. Similar-

ly, no pesticide was detected‘(

in fish samples Whlch were

- tested for 14 pestlmdes Water

cause behind fish moﬂahty as
there ‘were no pathological
signs and bacteria,” he said.

: Meanwhlle the umvemty !

has issued an adv:sory for
remedial measures It has rec-
ommended regular monitor-
ing of the river stretch every
10-15 km downstream as the
~ dead fish should be removed at

the earliest to avoid further
- damage toriver ecology.

a2l buniye {}—m._n)
Tre Times of 1ncns {£)

~ “Any sort of infection or dls
ease did not appear to be the
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: ;i;iEasy ﬂows thedmaster

2/

? : | eblo‘tech expert1se to
t reahse that the untold quant1t1es of deadﬁsh inariver Wﬂlwr 'kak hav-
- oc. Yet, no authonty took any steps to prevent the obvrous
“The. location of the sugar mill — not far from the river, andrlght
next to anatural drain leading downto theriver. —combmed with the
volummous quantities of foul liquid sueh mdustnes hold, was a dis-
aster: Wa1t1ng to happen. Reports of i improper dlsposal of effluents by'
mdustnes are common, but rarelyis any particular instance nailed by
~ competent authorities, and all such suspicions are allowed toremain
~ just that. It vvould not be a great str ch of imagination if one were to
draw a connectlon between success1ve' governments turning a blind
| eyetothe reckless attitude towards efﬂuent management and the fact -
- that ownmers of nearly all sugar mills and dlstﬂlenes are pohtlcally
it connected moneybags L 4
The ham—handedness displayed by the government fo]lovvxng the
mmdent has exposed the system’s complete lack of competence 1o
i comprehend the enormity of the dlsaster and also to take any meas-
ures beyond 1ssumg statements mostly a1med at contammg ‘panic
_ rather than the fallout The lmntatlons of the legal provisions to deal
Wrth the situation: may alsobe revealed over the coming days as ridicu-
lously low ’ﬁnes and penaltres may be nnposed on the mill owners.
- Water pollutlon whether in the Tivers or natural drains and ponds, or
eveninthe ground hasbeen a cause of concern in the state for decades
now It is tune the government demonstrated 1t is awa:r of that s

-
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ncorporatmg and dlrectly descended
rom THE FRIEND OF INDIA ounded 1818

Ca VeryWaters Dlspute nbunal gave 1ts
final verdict i in February 2007. Tt is binding
~on the three riparian States of Karnataka, Ker-
a, Tamil Nadu and th, Umon Temtory of Puduch-

aki -BeasManagement‘
es of Punjab, Haryana,
desh, Delhi and “Chandi-

t yParhament in the Inter—State :
Dlsputes Act, 1956. After adnuttmg the SLPs, Ihe
- Supreme Court went into hlbernatien for the next
| seven years. By itself, the apex court lacks technical
competence to ad}udlcate river water disputes,
Nevertheless _the SLPs were admitted, talqn
urse to Article 136(1) of the Constituti
After many a fitful hearmg, the Sup
: 8 May brought the curtain down i
the Union government to notify in the Gazette the .
. constitution of a 10-member Cauvery Water Man-
- agement Authority and give effect to the authority -
with prompmtude and before nset of the
: 1 Chief Justice
Dipak Ml and ]usnces AM Kanwilkar and By
. Chandr; which passed this order not ied there
oW adlstress situation in Tamil Nadu due to scarci-
1ty of water which could be remedied to some extent
yeffectlve anlementatlon of the ‘scheme’. Full
details of the ‘scheme’ have not been dlvu]ged ;
- Accordmg to the draft scheme, the Cauvery Man-"
5 r ver pefanon and
; agyery system,
but wﬂlregulate the release of water in accordance
ith the final award of the Tribunal subjecttoavail-
- ability of water. The Authority is supposed to take
- care of interests of all the States in a fair manner.
\ Authcnty has been divested of independent
jjoyed by the Bhakra-Beas Management
ection-by-section comparison of the final
| the‘ Ta stiheme shows that Tami
1t ests ha e been comprormsed
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to our ecosystems, and put at risk i innu- SPILL-HIT:

merable lives. These are thé waters that
irrigate our fields, promde food for the
population and quench the thirst o
humanity inside the state and beyond.

The release of molasses by the distiller Task T vhich spc ‘ jal vernmenthas been av1d1y ‘
at Kiri Afghana village, even if accidental, - mj t Ton y the introduction of gharials as

- only confirms its access to the river flows. 'eCor is e well in order to improve the biodiversity of
Further, its history of toxic waste release by :

ig well known in the area, and so is the overseeing woefu]ly uninspired regulatc gharials have already been introduced and
browbeating of those who poke concern.  of thepre ent An d 1S [ itical = are being monitored regularly. All these

of such access pomts, into the rivers and ical torchbearer S, In serv f natur naught due to the negligence of individual
waterways of Punjab, exist right under : s of pt ‘ ‘ ' corporate and state regulators. Thus, evi-
the noses of the relevant authorities, . dence of survival may be sweet relief, but

which continue to run havoe on ecology of water flows for desﬂtmg operahons had exemplary reprimand is merited and a

This present incident has not just Loqui- ~ Kkilled lakhs of water species. The present = T hole-hog pohcyrehash nnperatlve.

but also depleted the water of oxygen ; endangerthe dolphins and gharials aswell, water levels in the state are precanously

raised the PHlevels and added a massive  which are under global watch. A census ‘due to overdramng and eedmg ;

dose of toxins. The repercussions shallbe © conducted at the begmmng of this month thirsty crops. It is these river water
to the environment and the populations by the state government in collaboration  sources that will be the sustainable sup-
downstream. A thorough enquiry into the  withthe World Wide EhndforNature(WWF)/- - ply of tomorrow. The need is, therefore,

present case thus is indeed merlted - confirmed the sightings of dolphin calves  acute to refresh our surface water
including earlier history of the pollutant ~ which showcased a growing population of ~ resources not just for the aquatic species,
and reasons as to why theregulators have  this unique sub species of the blind Indus  butalso forsustenance of the human pop-

been looking the other way. Such cases  dolphin called Platanista Gangetica Minor.  ulation of the state. It is also worthy of
require to be tracked till time-bound- ThlS spec1es was ﬁrst spotted bythe con-” mention that these river sys'_celns - the

he wetlands. In three tranches, nearly 50

More worrisome is the fact that hundreds  watchdogs of socie mm co-  efforts and the wealth could have come to

" Beas and the Sutlej
_ downstream at Harik

that the stark reality of

- lej blends with the bro

Beas. These blended
‘ue onwards to feed th

western Punjab and R

; Deg‘raded and deplet;

~ are a grave challenge

much has been throw;

fortoolong. Even apro

(Prevention of Attrit
Nature Initiative) pre
this author to the ther

. Punjab evinced intere
~dated the aquatic populatlons ofthe area, '1nc1dent and other Iurklng possibili ~ Holistically speaking, even the ground-

The negative elements
but snowballed into tr:
of which is being witne:
More will ensue unles:
make corrections, mc
vigil. The colossal loss
time is evident, reperc

- tions may surface with

Today cleaning up
attraeting hundreds o
ment inthe country. It
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ality ¢ ufrid overthedecades a]lbutfalledmrectlfmng
ment has been avidly  lej blend: b ters of River - ereatmgeffechve sewage treat-

5. In three tranches, nearly
: ghanals have. a]ready been infroduced and
~ are beJng momtored regularly All these
: eﬁ‘orts and the Wealth co d have come

corporate and state regulators. Thus evi-
dence of survival may be sweet relief, but
: exemplary repnmand is merited and

On the one handls the slumberof the reg-
ulatory authonhes. On the other is the
adept machmery of connivance and impro- -
5 system over the

‘ 1l , most-shameful of
water levels in the state are precanous ‘ ,one alhs our mherent attltude of being partici-

sus low due to overdrawmg and g ofwhi hlsb‘mgmtnessedbyus alltoday ~ pant in these processes or equally solook-
ing of this month thlrsty crops. It is these ri vater More i .

; ing the other way while natural assets are -
in collaboration sustainable ¢ - compromised with impunity: Y :

1 for Nature (WWE) - is, therefore, - Punjab has for centuries prided itselfas
of dolphin calves  acute to refresh our surface - water _ theland of five rivers. It has already lost
/ng population of  resources not just for the aquatlc specie - '~ twotothe partition of the subcontinent, It
of the blind Indus - butalso for sustenance of thehumanpo o cleamng up of river systems is . is time that we rethink our right to the
GangetwaMmor ulation of the state. It is also Worthy of

attraetmg hundreds of crores in invest- name if we cannot therefore keep ‘the
pot‘redbythe con— mentlon that these mver system 2 :mentmthe country Ihs therefore Oppor- remaining rivers and their sources clean.
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6 dead in landslips
due to heavy rain
in past four days

SYED SAJJAD ALI

AGARTALA

Flash floods' marooned at
least 3,000 families in Tripu-
ra, where incessant rain trig-

gered mudslides that have
killed six people, including
three of a family, in the past
four days.

Chief Minister Biplab Ku- -

mar Deb declared financial
assistance for the victims’ fa-
milies. Shelter has been pro-
vided in 36 makeshift camps.

Many areas submerged

Several localities in Agartala
were submerged. Low-lying
areas were the worst affect-
ed, requiring evacuation of
people. Officials said the
flood situation became grlm
owing to torrential rain in
the hills of north Tripura, the
source of all major rivers of
the State. A portion of the As-
sam-Agartala National High-
way was also flooded, dis-
rupting normal traffic.
: Schools have been declared
i closed at several places.

s . 22/C//8 _~ o TToTST
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3,000 farmhes maro

Tripura Education Minis- )

ter Ratan Lal Nath inspected
some flood-affected areas. “I
have instructed the authori-
ties to provide all support to
people marooned in flood
water,” he said.

District officials on Mon-
day said the National Disas-
ter Response Force, fire ser-
vices, defence personnel and
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In danger ReS|dents wading through flood waters at Baldakhal village in' Ag

volunteers were]mﬁﬁ)TWBTk-
ing to help the affected

people.

Water receding
Officials said that the flood
waters had started receding
in West Tripura, Gomati,
Khowai and Sipahijala dis-
tricts of the State.

The two major rivers of
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Trlpura, Gomatl and Haora,

were also flowing below the
~ danger level, they said. '

However, around 17,480
people were still housed in
relief camps in the four dis-
tricts, State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority officer Sarat

- Das said.

“There was no report of
any fresh flood from any part

&

oned in Tripura floods

artala and, right, civil defence personnel rescuing people. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

of the State and the river

Haora is flowing at 9.48 m,
well below its danger level of
10.50 m. River Gomati is

flowing at 19.80 m, while its

danger level is 21.50 m,” Mr.
Das said.

“Many people have Ie
turned to their homes. But,

od waters have not reced-
ed'‘entirely from their houses

“and living conditions are yet

to be restored,” District Ma-
gistrate of West Tripura, San- \
deep Namedo Mahatme said.
Meanwhile, the local me- |
teorological department said
rainfall and thunderstorms
were likely to occur in all dis-
tricts of the State during the
next 24 hours.
(Wlth PTI mputs) w
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Preventing

ooda

~ flow will destroy

Kaziranga ecology

Erosion problem in park not acute,
feel conservationists

SIVASISH THAKUR

GUWAHATI, May 20: Ero-
sion has been a long-drawn
problem for Kaziranga Nation-
al Park but conservationists are
undecided over whether to
adopt artificial anti-erosion
methods to protect the famed
park’s landmass.

Some conservationists be-

lieve that the problem of ero-
sion in Kaziranga is not acute,
more so in view of the fact that
the loss of land from erosion is
compensated by accretion due
to sediment deposition on an-
other side through a natural
process.
. According to a study, the pe-
riod from 1912 to 2008 saw the
loss of a total land area of 150.04
sq km due to erosion by the
Brahmaputra. At the same time,
total landmass of 61.86 sq km
got added, resulting in overall
loss of 88.188 sq km land.

“The present level of ero-

sion cannot be termed as alarm-
ing. While some land has been
lost to erosion, new areas have
also come up. It is a natural
process and we do not think in-
tervention in the form of anti-
erosion measure is needed as
yet,” Rohini Ballav Saikia, Di-
visional Forest Officer, Kaziran-
ga told The Assam Tribune.
Saikia said that any struc-

ture in the form of raised em-

bankment would spell doom
for Kaziranga’s ecosystem
which is intrinsically linked to
the annual floods that inundate

the park and sustain its flood-

plain habitat.

“Kaziranga’s wetlands andits |

overall floodplains get replen-
ished by the floodwaters. Pre-
venting the flood flow will de-
stroy its ecology,” he said, add-
ing that the State Water Re-
source Department was also
studying the problem of erosion.

A conservationist well-versed
! (See page 7)

“irrelevant,” he said..

" Preventing ...

~ (Contd from page 1)
with Kaziranga’s landscape

-said that checking erosion

through unraised barriers
like stone spurs could be
tried if the erosion worsens
further. “It is wise not to
tinker with natural systems
but if the erosion gets worse,
some preventive steps
would be necessary,” he said.
According to the conser-
vationist, erosion along the
northern boundary of the

park from Agaratoli to

Arimura should be a matter
of concern. “In any case, a
loss of 88 sq km land from
the park’s prime area of
430 sq km cannot be
dismissed as totally

- The study was divided

into periods — 1912-1916 to

1972, 1972 to 1998, and
1998 to 2008. The total
area eroded during 1912-
1916 to 1972 was 84.87 sq
km as compared to
accretion of 24.49 sq km
due to sediment deposition:
The total area eroded

/ during 1972-1998 was
" 44,769 sq km as against the

addition of 29.47 sq km, and
the total area eroded during
1998-2008 was 20.41 sq km
as compared to accretion of

: 7.89 sqkm. .

The rates of erosion
during 1912-1916 to 1972,

" 1972 to 1998, and 1998 to

2008 were 1.46 sq km, 1.59 -
sqand 1.021 sq kmper
year, respectively.

The study also hinted that
in the future, deposition was
likely to be more in the
upstream or eastern part of

- Kaziranga and erosion in

middle part of Kaziranga.
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; tuatlon in Tripura contmues to
grim w1th two more v1llagers

: @a&;‘éﬁtareas i

level in major rivers — Gomati,
nu Howrah was swelling

mth every passing hour posing flood

. ‘threat in the capital town. The State

'Govement has already alerted the

district admm1stratmns tokeepaclose

eye on the situation and do the needful ;
Civil defence personnel rescuing wllagers on a rubber boatata ﬂood-ajfecred"aillage aftﬁr heavy for t_he marooned people.

downpour in Agartala on Sunday. — PTI ~ Bishurani Rupini (60) dled ina
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ﬁsﬁp at Belban in Jirania subdivision -
Whﬂe he fmsband Bhaktaram Rupini
suffered mi;kxple injuries. Another
ported from Pulku area of
ot. With two fresh deaths,

g to SDM (Sadar) Tapan |

“The situationis worsen-
ing in the adjoining areas of river
Howrah §ut there is no need to

R 0 TSR, civil defence -
§ along with disaster manage- 1
NS atre on hxgh alert and

Deb was out of station to attend the

Nor?ha lﬁ)cratxc Alliance entire Gomati district as the State’s

(NEDA) meeting in Guwahati, Law’ biggest river Gomati has been flooding
- Minister Ratan Nath on Sunday v131ted new areas. “Due to heavy shower in

some flood-affected areas of Sadar - the upstream areas, water level in rive

 subdivision. He asked the adrmmstra- ’ been rising alarmingly.

- tion to prowde p0s31b1e help to the Administration of Amarpur subdivision
‘marooned people. has been glerted to remain prepared tc

In Sadar subdivision of West Tnpura meet any gonsequence”, said a senior
dxstnct, a total of 12 relief camps were  official of Gomati district.




