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In 65 yrs, monsoon has kept June 10
date with city on only two occasions

This Yr, 110 MM
Precipitation In
First Two Days

Richa.Pinto@timeég roup.com

Mumbai: The normal mon-
soon onset date for the city
may be June 10 in the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) calendar, but in the
last 65 years there have been
onlytwo years, 1999 and 2004,
when the rains have arrived
on the appointed date.

This year the arrival of
the monsoon was declared
on June 20, 10 days after the
normal onset date. Weather-
men saild the monsoon is not
a steady state phenomenon

and it can not be expected to

arrive on the same date eve-
'y year.

“In some years, after the.

onset of the monsoon is de-
clared over Kerala, it staysat
a particular place for a long-
er time than expected, like it
happened this year,” a weat-
her official said. “The mon-
soon stayed at Karwar for al-
mosta week,duetowhichits
arrival here was delayed.”
There was heavy rainfall

» Normal
monsoon onset
date in city |
June 10

» Years when it

arrived on June 10
| 1999, 2004

» When monsoon
arrived a day
before or after
normal onset date
| 1952, 1984, 1987,
1989 (al June 9)
and 2010 (June 11)

> Onset in recent
years | June 12

In 2015, June 15

in 2014, June 7 in
2013, June 17 in
2012, June 5in 2011

RAIN FORECAST

OCCASIONAL SPELLS

| OF RAIN LIKELY IN CITY
AND SUBURBS OVER

NEXT 48 HOURS
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102 TREE AND BRANCH COLLAPSES IN TWO DAYS

The city lost 102 trees and branches in the first two days of the
monsoon. On the first day, June 20, 62 trees or branches came
crashing down. On June 21, authorities pegged the number of
collapses at 40 on the basis of calls received from citizens

witnessedall overthecity on
Monday, June 20, and Tues-
day, June2l. From 8.30 am on
Monday to 8.30 pm on Tues-
day, the rainfall recorded at
the Colaba observatory of

the IMD was 110.4 mm and at
the Santacruz observatory,
107.3 mm.

OnTuesday, therewasra-
1n after 5.30 pm in most parts
of south Mumbai. The Cola-

ba observatory recorded 10.8
mm while Santacruz recor-
ded 1.2 mm. V K Rajeev from
the IMD said there were clo-
uds over the city on Tuesday.

“The rain was a result of

clouding,” Rajeev said.
“This 1s the onset phase and
such occasional showers are
expected to remain for the
nextonetotwodays.”

After the heavy rainfall
ledto102treeand branch col-
lapse incidents in the city,
BMC deputy municipal
commissioner (general ad-
ministration department)
Sudhir Naik said the civic
body had taken all precau-
tions and pruned trees.

“During the onset phase
winds are known to be at a
high speed, which has cau-
sed the loss of trees,”Naik
sald. “All instructions given
by municipal commissioner
Ajoy Mehtaon pruning have
been implemented.”

The catchment areas of
lakes that supply water to
thecity did not seeany signi-
ficant precipitation even as
there was widespread rain-
fall in the city The total wa-
ter stock in all the lakes was
97,108 ML.D on Tuesday, com-
pared to 1,85,001 MLD on the
same day last year.

While Upper Vaitarna,
Bhatsa and Tansa lakes saw
no rainfall, Vihar and Tulsi
lakesreceived124.20 mm and
35 mm, respectively.
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submerged in water

_ district of Maharashtra. PTl/DH PHOTO

THANE/MUMBAL: The travails
of the daily Mumbai traveller
" continued for the second day
- on Tuesday with the Central
‘ Railway being affected badly
because of a heavy downpour
in Thane district, resulting in a
landslide on the 100-year-old
Parsik tunnel.

On Monday, battery S€ts
were stolen from the Mahim
station that affected the serv-
ices of the Western Railway.
The back-to-back snags onitwo
days exposed the tall claims of
the CR and WR besides the
municipal corporations of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

On Tuesday, commuters
came on the tracks at CR's Diva
suburban station to protest
against the delay in train serv-
ices and improper announce-

The GRP and RPF staff in-
tervened, pacified commuters
and prevented them from tar-
getting the CR staff like they
did last year. Because of heavy
rain, there was waterlogging at
Mazgaon, Vidyavihar, Vikhrol,
Bhandup and Thane on main
line section,” a CR spokesper-
son said.

On the CR, Harbour and
Transharbour line, trains were
running late by 10-15 minutes.
Trains were running 30 to 40
minutes behind schedule on
Main line. As far asthe WR was
concerned, there was a delay
of 15 to 20 minutes.

Parsik tunnel

The worst problem of the day
was at the Parsik tunnel. After
mud and stones started sliding
down, the Thane Municipal

- i # ' S -r..._,;-.:::""" i
e ,P‘ IO IR :

The Assam Tribune | Guwahati )
The Times of india { Mumbai }

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

\—THe Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru }
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal }

N X -
- =~ - Ir‘__._..,_. . o '| i'ﬂ -y

after heavy rainfall in Jammu on Tuesday: repairs being underta

Corpor
alert” at Parsik Hill tumnel to-

wards Kalyan-end.

Jammu NH blocked

The Jammu-Srinagar national
highway was on Tuesday closed
for vehicular movement for
over three hours due to land-
slides triggered by heavy ramns
in Udhampur district.

“The landslide triggered by
heavy rains blocked the high-
way at Samroli today”, a police
official said.

I ater the men and machines
of BRO cleared the highway of
the landslide and traffic was
resumed.

The highway remained
closed for over 3 hours due to
the landslide that created a
traffic jam, he said.

DHNS & PTI
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Light to heavy rains ocam'ed in parts of the country on
Tuesday, bringing some relief for people from heat even as

13 people, including nine minors, were killed in rain-related
incidents in Uttar Pradesh,PTI reports from New Delhi..

In Delhi, it was a very humid day with mercury settling close
to 38 degrees Celsius, a day after rains hit the national capi-
tal. Three children were killed by lightning strike inx Sid-
dharth Nagar while six people including three minors were
killed in separate lightning strike incidents at Jaswant Nagar
area in Etawah on Monday night.

In yet another incident, three children were killed as their
mud house collapsed in Ambarpur village in Kanpur.

In Bihar, rain brought down temperatures in Patma and oth-
er parts of state. Capital Patna received 17.2 mm rain, while |
the temple town of Gaya registered 32.6 mm rain and Bha-
galpur 25.7 mm, MeT office there said. In Odisha too, parts

of the state received rainfall like the coastal areas in Balasore
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Bagalkot district. bH PHOTOS

' Sowing activities pick up

e
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The icturesque Bthakol hill and Ravindranath Tagore beach in Karwar were covered with mist on Tuesday. A fled ' ' n in Banhtti town of

as monsoon intensifies

BENGALURU: The monsoon
covered more parts of the
state on Tuesday, with rains
being reported from differ-
ent places.

Showers returned to Bela-
gavi after a week-long break on
Tuesday. The city and sur-
rounding areas witnessed
heavy rains for nearly three
hours, which came as a relief
to the farming community.

Drains were flooded with
rainwater, while the roads, par-
ticularly in the low-lying areas,
were submerged. In Saundatti,
it started drizzling at 9.30 am.
Later in the day, the town re-

ceived heavy rainfall at frequent
intervals. It drizzled in Khana-
pur.

It rained for gn hour and a
half in Banahatti town of
Bagalkot in the afternoon. Ven-
dors at the weekly fair struggled
to protect vegetables and other
items on sale from the rain.
Rainwater entered houses in
low-lying areas. Heavy rain was
reported in Badami town also.

Heavy showers were wit-
nessed in Naragund of Gadag
districtin the afternoon. Farm-
ers headed to the district head-
quarters to purchase seeds for
sowing, following the rains.

It drizzled all-day long at Kar-

war, Bhatkal, Honnavar, Kum-
ta, Gokarna and Ankola of Ut-
tara Kannada district. Moder-
ate rains were reported from
Mundgod, Sirsi, Siddapur, Yel-
lapur and Dandeli.

Moderate to heavy rains
lashed several parts of Shiva-
mogga district on Tuesday.
Shivamogga, Bhadravathi,
Hosanagar, Thirthahalli,
Shikaripur, Sagar and Sorab re-
ceived good rains. Thirthahalli
town received heavyrainsin the
evening.

Though rains that began on
Monday night continued to lash
Mangaluru tili Tuesday after-
noon, the intensity of rain re-

ceded later in the afternoon.
However, the low-laying areas
in Kallapu, Jeppinamogaruand
Ekkur were inundated. In the
last 24 hours, Dakshina Kan-
nada district has received an av-
erage of 50.3 mm rainfall. This
includes— Mangaluru
(71.6mm), Bantwal—59.4 mm,
and Puttur—45.0 mm.

On the other hand, heavy
rains battered Udupi district.
Udupi, Manipal and surround-

ing areas received continuous ™

rain for 15 hours. The rain
which commenced at 9 pm on
Monday connnuednllTuesday
afternoon.

The visuals of a man who was

.r' -

washed away in rainwater
about a week ago, recorded by
a few onlookers, has gone viral
on the social media and has
been widely telecast on news
channels in Nanjangud of My-
suru district. |

Lingannachar (55), a pri- |
mary school teacher at Mallalli
and a resident of Sharadadev-

inagar, Mysuru, was the de- |

ceased. Itis said that he was rid-
ing his two-wheeler on

‘Hullahalli-Mysuru road, when |
- his bike was washed away in the |

rainwater. He was wea.tmg a
closed helmet, which leg 40 hi
death as he could not bresihe.
DH News Service
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RAINING WOES ON TERRIBLE TUESDAY
3.53AM :tyagaon.

Mandovi - -~
Vidyavihar, Vikhroli, Bhandup and 9'303“‘ Express Rl g 9'30am

engine developed a snag as it CR receives a warning that
_ Thane on CR’s Main line section was about to enter Dadar’s the wall above Parsik Hill
caused point failures platform 5 Tunnel has become unstable

EFFECT All Up and Down fast servicesonthe | EFFECT Fast services were diverted to EFFECT Speed restriction of 30 kmph in
Main line were suspended. Services resumed the slow tracks, throwing all four lines out | the tunnel imposed. At 1.40pm, all fast
on fast corridor at 7.03am but ran 30 minutes of gear. The train was cleared from the trains between Thane-Kalyan diverted
late due to caution orders and bunching track at 10.15am but delays continued to slow lines, delaying all services
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Vehicle§ subrperg_e in water after'heavy rainfall in Jammu on Tuesday. Meanwhile, in.Maafashtra.-_a day aftr
Mumbai rgcewed its first good re_unfall. suburban services of Central Railway were crippled due to waterlogging
and technical snags that badly hit the movement of commuters and office-goers —PTI
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DISAPPEARING FORESTS

Discrepancy in Aravalli terms

may reduce Ggn's
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« ipsita.pati@hindustantimes.com

GURGAON: While the Haryana
government and the Centre
are trying to clearly define the
nature of the Aravallis, most
revenue records mention the
ranges as ‘gair mumkin pahad’
or ‘bhood’— land on which
development activities can be
carried out.

Revenue records show that the
forests in this region are catego-
rised as ‘gair mumkin pahad’,
foothills and ‘bhood’. Forest
department officials say ‘gair
mum&kin pahad’ refers to areas
where the topography does not
permit cultivation and revenue
generation. Generally, these cate-
gories are not accepted as forests
and large sections are diverted
for other activities.

Alarge part of Aravalli rang-
es fall in Gurgaon, which has
already lost 50% of its total for-
est cover in the past two decades
to urbanisation according to
revenue records. Environmental
activists claim the actual figure
is a lot higher.

Forest department’s records
show that the Aravalli hills and

h)& Publicity Section, CWC.

"
N

forest cover

= A large part of Aravalli ranges fall in Gurgaon, which has aiready lost
50% of its total forest cover in two decades to urbanisation. HTFILE

foothills occupy less than 9% of
southern Haryana’s geographi-
cal area (encompassing Mewak,
Faridabad, Mahendragarh and
Gurgaon). If these areas are
removed, following changes in
Aravalli’s definition, the total
actual forest area remaining wil
be less than 0.3%.

At present, Gurgaon has1,619 -

hectares of protected forest area.

This is 4% of the city’s total area,
show forest department records.
Of this, about 130 hectares have
been diverted for various pur-
poses.

“We have records where the
civic bodies have converted
forest land into gair mumkin
hospitals, gair mumkin animal
shelters and gair mumkin road.
These discrepancies lead to crea-

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

tion of false records”, said a for-
est official.

With already low forest cover
and repeated attempts at reduc-
ing forest areas under Aravallis,
Gurgaon may soon have less
than 1% forest cover, according
to the department’s estimates.

“Tf the areas protected under
PLPA including the foothills and
grasslands are excluded from
the forest category, the totai for-
est area in southern Haryana
would be about 0.3%. At present,
Gurgaon has 4% forest area and
96% area is still free for devel-
opmental work. How can such
a small path of forest cover
create problems in planning?
Even National Capital Region
Planning Board has directed all
states to have 20% forest cover,”
said MD Sinha, conservator of
forest, Gurgaon.

Environmentalists were of
the opinion that reducing for-
est cover at this rate is a recipe
for urban disaster. “The entire
exercise of converting torest
cover for other developmental
work is not acceptable in a state
where green area is almost nil,”
said environmentalist Vive'
Kamboj.
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Lightning wreaks havoc in UP

Bihar, claims 77 lives in two days

THUNDERSTRUCK Overnight storm kills 57 in Bihar: state glves
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NEW DELHI/ PATNA: At least 77 peo-
ple have been killed by lightning in
the last two days as violent storms
and heavy rainslashed Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, disaster manage-
ment officials said Wednesday:

Bihar reported most of
the deaths after an overnight
storm, which coincided with
the arrival of the monsoon in
the eastern state on Tuesday,
left at least 57 people dead. Bihar
disaster management minister
Chandrashekhar warned that the
toll could be higher:

Though lightning strikes are
relatively common during the
June-October monsoon, the death
toll is particularly high for two
days.

“We have confirmation of 47 4

deaths and fear the toll may g0
up as reports are pouring in

Kumar, an official at Bihar's
disaster management agency,
told news agency ANI.

Five deaths were reported
from Rohtas and Patna, followed
by four each in Aurangabad,
Nalanda and Buxar districts.
Three deaths were reported
from Saharsa, two from Bhojpur
and East Champaran and one
each from Banka, Muzaffarpur.
Madhepura and Samastipur.

In Naubatpur block, on the out-
skirts of Patna, alightning strike
left open a 100 foot (30.5 metre)
crack on the ground.

In Patna and Rohtas alone, 16
people were injured by lightning.
More than 12 people were also
hurt in the Kosi region of Saharsa.

The state government, which
announced a compensation of

X4 lakh to the victims’ families,

has issued an advisory to people
to stay away from fields during
thundershowers.

Anthorities in UP said 20 people
were Killed as heavy rains accom-
panied by lightning hit many
parts of the state over two days.

More than 2,500 people were
killed hy lightning in India in
2014, shows latest data collected
from the National Crime Records
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¥ a group whenever there is a possibility of |

The possibility of Iightmng is very higl _
~ climate that prevalls in India during : summer o

SR OP SENGH ch:ef Natmnai Disaster Response Force

4 lakh relief for each death

UNEVEN, HILLY
AREAS PRONE
TO LIGHTNING

“Generally, lightning devel-
ops in uneven and hilly
areas. This is why eastern
parts of India are more
prone to lightning. During
pre-monsoon or monsoon ;-
season, the air coming )
from sea carries ample
moisture, The hilly area
creates hurdle in the flow
and adds additional heat to
it. Therefore, the air along
with moisture rapidly -
uplifts due to intense heat
and other synoptic condi-
tions and develop cumulo-
nimbus cloud, which is a
thundery cloud.”
- BK Mandal, director,
Ranchi Meteorological
entre

hine extre 'hot

Vulnerabi hty of eastern st ates

HT Correspondent
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PATNA/RANCHI: Anjana Devi, 35,
a mother of two, is among the

lucky few survivors of the set of

lightning strikes that claimed 57
lives in Bihar on Tuesday; taking
the toll up to 95 this year.

Devi and her two daughters
were in the open verandah
enjoying the showers when
lightning struck them. She and
her younger daughter Sweety; 8,
escaped with minor injuries, but
her elder daughter Ruchi, 10, did
not survive.

While Tuesday’s deaths are
perhaps the highest single-day
toll for Bihar, in neighbouring
Jharkhand lightning has killed
34 people so far this year:

There are several factors that
make eastern India a deadly place

when lightning strikes. But first,
a little know fact: according to the
National Crime Records Bureau,
which tracks unnatural deaths
across the country; lightning kills
more people in India than floods,
heatstroke, earthquake or cyclone.

The NCRB data claims at least
2,000 deaths were associated
with lightning every year since
2005. Yet, it is not classified as a
natural calamity. It was only in
2015 that the Centre allowed it
to be declared as a state-specific
disaster, making affected people
or their families eligible for com-
pensation.

“Lightning kills on an average
230 people every year in the state,
but under-reporting is common to
avoid compensation,” says Nitish
Priyadarshi, an environmental-
ist in Jharkhand. Both Bihar and
Jharkhand pay 4 lakh as com-

pensation for lightning deaths.

The problem with lightning,
like earthquakes, is that it cannot
be predicted. That makes the task
of issuing timely warning more
challenging.

“Generally, lightning develops
in uneven and hilly areas. This
is why eastern parts of India are

more prone tolightning,” saysBK .

Mandal, director of the Ranchi
Meteorological Centre.
During pre-monsoon or mﬂn
s00n season, the air coming from
sea carries ample moisture: The
hilly area creates a hurdle and
adds additional heat to it. The
air along with moisture rapidly
uplifts due to intense heat and.
other synoptic conditions and
develops cumulonimbus cloud;
which is a thundery cloud that
causes lightning, explains .
Mandal.
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Akalis bank on SYL Canal issue

VikAS VASUDEVA

NEW DELHI: The Akalis have de-
cided to project the emotive

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)

canal issue to win the sup-

port of the people in the run-
up to the Punjab Assembly
elections due early next year.

In the past few days, many
panchayats of Punjab passed

resolutions against sharing

the water of the SYL canal.
Following this, Akali MLAs
or Assembly constituency
in-charges have started sub-
mitting these resolutions to
-the President and the Prime
Minister, through the district
administration.

The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD)-BJP combine govern-
ment in Punjab is fighting
strong anti-incumbency and
after " facing flak over the

drug menace in the State,
highlighted by Udta Punjab,

~ the Akalis hope to bounce
back by playing the SYL card. .

Recently 889 resolutions
against sharing SYL water
were handed over by Akali
leaders to the Jalandhar dep-

3
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POLLTIME UPSURGE: Of late, hundds of resolutions have been

passed by many panchayats of Punjab against the sharing of
water of the Sutlej-Yamuna'*Link canal.— FILE PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM

uty commissioner. In Na-
wanshahr as well, 645 such
resolutions were submitted

to the sub-divisional magist-

rate (SDM). “Farmers are our
first priority; we are ready
for all sacrifices to safeguard
Punjab’s rights. The State has
no water to spare,” said a re-
cent tweet from SAD’s offi-

“cial twitter handle.

The Punjab Congress, on

Amarinder

its part, has questioned Chief
Minister Parkash Singh Ba-
dal’s sincerity in solving the
SYL issue.

Congress president Capt.
Singh  on
Wednesday accused Mr. Ba-

dal of trying to politicise the

issue to hide his govern-
ment’s failures.

“Getting the resolutions
passed in various panchayats

across the State will hardly
serve any purpose. This is a
lame attempt by Mr. Badal to -
cover up his responsibility in
weakening Punjab’s case in
the Supreme Court”, he said.

'New tribunal

He said Punjab must insist
on setting up a fresh tribunal
that will look into the actual
availability of water right
now, before a final decisionis
taken. “I am sure he [Mr. Ba-
dal] is planning to enact
some political drama ahead
of the elections”, said Capt.
Amarinder.

. 'The SYL issue came to the
fore three months ago after
the Haryana government fil-
ed a petition in the Supreme
Court. It sought an. early
hearing on the presidential
reference in the case, pend-
ing for the last 12 years. The
Punjab Assembly passed a
Bill on March 10 to return the
5,376 acres of land acquired
for the canal to the owners.

The Bill, however, is still
awaiting Governor Kaptan
Singh Solanki’s assent.
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end Shimla water woes

ablnet'okays Creatlon of ring- fenced smgle body under municipal corporatton

RATIBHA CHAUHAN

BUNE NEWS SERVICE

IMLA, JUNE 22
 ensure equitable, effi-
nt and sustainable water
rvices to the state capi-
| and its suburbs, the
binet today approved
e creation of the Greater
1imla Water Supply and
werage Circle as a ring-
nced single authority
der the local civic body.
‘he creation of the entity
H help in building a
ancially viable agpd self-
staining water utility
der one single agency —
> Shimla Municipal Cor-
ration — and help tide
er the shortage that the
' is perennially plagued
h. It will also fix respon-
1lity as often the MC and
» Irrigation and Public
alth (IPH) Department
* engaged In a blame-
me for water woes.

s of now, the MC and the
{ Department are jointly
ponsible for the water
ply to the town and its
urbs. It was following

 outbreak of jaundice

3
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last winter that the focus
shifted to ensuring. safe
drinking water to residents

along with proper disposal

of sewage, lack of which
resulted in contamination
of Ashwani Khud water
supply scheme.

“The recommendations

and the functioning of the:

wam Khud

body will ensure that the
water supply is handled in a
thoroughly  professional
manner and more impor-
tantly utilising the funds,”

- said Anuradha Thakur, Sec-

retary IPH, who has
painstakingly prepared the
blue print for ensuring
quality water supply to the

town.The Technical Moni-

toring Committee of the cir-.
cle will be headed by Chief

Secretary and the Secretary
(IPH) will be its member
secretary. It will have two
divisions dealing with
water production, sewage
treatment plants, water dis-
tribution, sewerage net-
work, integrated services
related to the supply of

. water and sewage disposal.
An MoU will be signed

between the state govern-
ment and the MC. _
Since water quality moni-
toring is an important and
critical task, the Corpora-
tion Health Officer (CHO)
will be the in-charge of
water quality monitoring
and shall control the water
testing laboratories being
transferred from the IPH
Department to the MC. In
order to ensure proper
checks and balances, the
CHO will directly report to
the Commissioner, MC.
The ring-fenced single
authority will ensure the
opening of a separate bank
account exclusively for

water supply and sewerage-

related activity, transfer of

existing funds collected on
account of water and sewer-
age charges to this account.
Funds will not be diverted
for any other purpose like
payment of salaries of
employees as is the case now.
The Municipal Corporation,
Shimla, shall have the auton-
omy and discretion in imple-
menting their .own tariff
structure or those notified
by the government, based
on transparent accounting
and auditing of their finan-
cial statements.

About 25 to 30 per cent of
the total water supply is esti-
mated to be wasted through
leakages in supply and distri-
bution network. It is for this
reason that despite having a
total capacity of 61.88 MLD,
only 36 MLD is being sup-
plied. Experts from Asian
Development Bank and
World Bank were also consult-
ed and the governments of
West Bengal, Odisha and
Maharashtra were consulted
to know the institutional
structures in different states.

- —_— . .
- a . .
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Rains experiment raises hol:ges , questions
SLIM

IndoBritish venture In Bay of Ben gal expects to he|p foreca

BENGALURU, JUNE 22
A high-tech monsoon experi-
ment in the Bay of Bengal in
which British scientists will
release underwater robotic
vehicles, called ghiders, and
monitor them through air-
craft packed with 1nstru-
ments has been security
cleared at the highest level, a
senior government official
has said, but questions still
remain. The month-long air-
sea campaign, slated to begin
on June 24, will see the
deployment of two ships, sixX
gliders (diving to 500 metres
every two hours) and eight
floats (automated  sub-
mersibles) that can rise and
descend to 2,000 metres.
Together with the sophisti-
cated instruments aboard a
special aireraft, they will collect
a range of atmospheric and
oceanic data that the British
scientists claim will help fore-
cast the arrival and intensity of
the Indian monsoon “more
accurately than ever before”.

"; (%

--J"l'r‘_"rl." . r
Covorno LY

l WI| the new expenment
‘improve rainfall prediction

~ and revolutionise subsistence

fanmng’ as cla;med by Bntish

' oceanographer who refuses
~ to be named, is sceptical

WU probmg the Bay of

" Bengal alone would unrav-
el the dynamics of the indi-
an monsoon, why does it
remain a mystery despite
all these experiments done

~ till now?” the scientist said

Besides the fact that the
Bay of Bengal is strategically
crucial for India, oceanogra-
phy and meteorology are two
of the seven research areas
considered by the govern-
ment to be militarily “sensi-
tive”, Madhavan Rajeevan,
secretary in the Ministry of

Earth Sciences (MoES), said
it “has taken all the approvals
and clearances from the high-
est level”. The $11 million
project cost “is equally
shared between MoES and
Britain’s Natural Environ-

ment Research Council
(NERC)”, Rajeevan said. For-

ONsooN ‘more accurately

eign collaborations In ocean
and weather science have
always set off warning signals
in India’s defence communi-
ty due to past expenences.

Forinstance, in 1964, the US,
under a weather programme
called “Nomad”, placed an
instrument “package” on a
buoy anchored in the Bay of
Bengal. It was supposed to
continuously record and
transmit wind speed, temper-
ature and other weather data.
But the Indian Meteorological
Department received the data
only for four days and no one
in IMD is sure about the fate
of the package or if it had any
other undisclosed mission.

Before Nomad, there was
another collaborative pro-
gramme under which the US
sent an aircraft carrying
equipment to collect weather
data. The instrument-packed
aircraft criss-crossed the sub-
continent for eight weeks and
returned without sharing the
data collected. — TANS
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Cabinet clears revamp

of Gandhi Set

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE N 4
New Delhi, 22 June ﬂ'f. ” 5 j

The Union Cabinet today approved the
rehabilitation of four-lane Mahatma
Gandhi Setuon Ganga River in Bihar
that connects its southern part with
1ts northern side.

Therehabilitation of the four-lane
5.075 km bridge on National Highway
No.19will be done in Patna, an official
statement said. "The bridge will be con-
structed after dismantling the damaged
pre-stressed cantilever arms super-
structure and subsequent re-decking
by steel truss," it added.

The project will be in engineering,
procurement and construction (EPC)

mode. The cost is estimated to be
Rs 1,742.01 crore. The government
sald the project covers the Patna-
Hazipur region connecting North and
South Bihar.

‘It will help in expediting the
improvement of infrastructure in the
state besides reducing the time and cost
of travel for traffic, particularly heavy
traffic, plying between North and
South Bihar. The rehabilitation of

3
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Mahatma Gandhi Setu will also help
In uplifting the socio-economic con-
dition of this region," said the state-
ment, |

Karnataka project: The Union Cab-
inet approved the development of four
laning of Hubli-Hospet Section of NH-
63 in Karnataka. The cost is estimat-
ed to be Rs 2272.20 crore including cost
of land acquisition, resettlement and
rehabilitation and other pre-con-
struction activities. The total length
of the road to be developed is approx-
imately 144 km.
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LIGHTNINGKILLS
- 83IN3STATES

MONSOON SHOWERS CAUSE MASSIVE DESTRUGTION

SNS & AGENCIES

Patna/Ranchi
/Bhopal, 22 June

At least 83 people have
been killed and more than
20 Injured by lightning
strikes in Bihar, Jhark-
hand and Madhya
Pradesh.

Fifty-seven people died
in Bihar, 10 people were
killed in neighbouring
Jharkhand and atleast 16
died in Madhya Pradesh,
officials say:

Most of the people who
died were working on
farms during torrential
rains yesterday, reports
said. In Bihar, the deaths
occurred in Nalanda,
Aurangabad, Rohtas,
Purnea, Munger, Gaya,
Saharsa, Bhagalpur,
Banka and Kaimur,

One man taken to hos-
pital in Rohtas said:
“When it wasraining we
immediately took shel-
ter. It [lightning] hit us
there, and then we fell
unconscious.

“We could not under-
stand what had happened.
Then in the middle, when
I regained consclousness,
I realised that I had been
hit by something.”

The first monsoon
showers brought massive
destruction of lives with
the torrential rains which
came accompanied with

gm thunderstorm and light-

ning leaving as many as
57 people dead in one of
the worst strikes in recent
years. Authorities say the
toll could further mount
as the reports are vet to

reach from remove areas. .

Most of the persons who
died in thelightning strike
were farmers and shep-
herd who were watching
their sheep.

Bihar’s disaster man-
agement minister Chan-
dra Shekhar said the gov-
ernment had so far
received reports of 55-57
people killed inlightning
strike. “But this toll could
mount further as we are
yet to receive Informa-
tion from the far-off
areas,” the minister said
here today adding the
government had
announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each to
the every victim family.

According to disaster
management officials, the

lightning struck as many
17 districts of Bihar. How-
ever, major casualties
were reported from Patna,
Rohtas, Aurangabad,
Nalanda and Purnia. All
these districts received
heavy to moderate rains
even as the disaster man-
agement department has
issued further alert of
heavy rains in north-east-
ern Bihar in the next 24
hours.

Four members of a
family, including two chil-
dren, were killed when
lightning struck at Hadi-
atand village within the
limits of Kunda police
station in Chatra district.

A couple and their two
children including a four-
year-old son had taken
shelter under a tree near
their home when rain
accompanied by thun-
derbolt struck last
evening, saild DC Amit
Kumar.

T T M D e N S, e mage U b1 ok e




Hindustan Times

Statesman
The Times of india (N.D.)

News item/ietier/article/editorial publ ished on

Nzav Bharat Times (Hindi)
(_/ﬁnjab Keshari (Hindi)
' The Hindu

indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhaquath(Encﬂwh)& Publicity Section, CWC.

\ 7€ - ‘?9 Oé. jﬂ{m the

M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi)
indian Nation

Rajasthan Fatrika (Hindi)
Decc:n Chronicle

Decc n Herald Blitz

—_—
——

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of india (A)

117 killed by Ilghtnmgjn 2 days

4 States Hit;
Bihar Toll
Highest At 57

Times NEwSs NETWORK

t least 117 people have
Abeen killed by lightning
A strikes across northern
and eastern India since Tues-
day, when severe thunder-
storms and torrential rains
lashed Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Madhya Pra-
desh. Most casualties were re-
ported from Bihar, where at
least 57 people died and 37 oth-
ers sustained injuries. Over 40
people werekilled across UL, 13
in Jharkhand, and seven in MP.
Bihar disaster manage-
ment minister Chandrasek-
har said thetollmightrise. “It
all depends on the informa-
tion we receive from distance
rural pockets now,” he said.
The weather office on
Wednesday forecast inces-
sant rain in south Bihar till
Thursday. Several districts in
the state’s northern parts
have alsc been put on alert.
Lightning deaths in Bihar
during the monsoon are com-
mon but never before have
such high casualties been re-
ported in a span of two days,
state IMD director A K Sen
said. The Bihar government
announced an immediate re-
- lief of Rs4lakh each tothe kin
. of the deceased, many of
*  whom were working on farms
¢ when lightning struck them.
“We never saw lightning hit-
. ting the ground with such In-
& 1 tensity” Sen said, underlmmg
? the need for “alot of researc
on the strikes. A strike left
open a 100-foot-wide and 8-foot-
deep crack near Patna, where
- gixdeaths werereported.
At least 2,000 people have
 diedinlightningstrikesin In-
dia every vear since 2005, ac-
: cording to the NCRB.
e (Withinputsfrom Patna,
Lucknow and Ranchi)

IN THE PAST DECADE,
LIGHTNING HAS KILLED

u .b?h.-' -

AROUND 25,000 INDIANS

in 2014, more than 20,000 people were killed in incidents involving

the forces of nature, with the majority of the deaths — 2,500 —
attributed to lightning strikes. Since 2005, Madhya Pradesh has
witnessed the highest number of deaths caused by lightning stnkes
— 3,801. Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have -
also reported over 2,000 deaths in the past decade
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TOTAL

20,201 Others

HP dist at flood nisk

arts of Kinnaur districtin
Himachal Pradesh are

reportedly atriskofheavy

flooding after several boulders |

brought down by alandslide
crashed into the Sutlejat Urni

‘and blocked its flow, creating

an artificial lake. It is feared
heavy rains in the high hills
may cause flooding, with the
river already swelling at Urni,
Kinnaur MLA Jagat Singh Negi
said. The district
administration, which alleges
the NDRF and the Army ignored
their calls for assistance, has
engaged labourers to clearthe
blockade through blasting. The
blockade has been partially
cleared. inn
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9,000 hit in year’s 2nd
wave of floods in Assam

. Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

people have been affected in
Dhemaji alone. The eastern
district, located onthenorth-
ern bank of the Brahmapu-
tra, is usually the worst
flood-hit district every year.
A flood warning has been 1s-
sued for Majuli island. ,
Thefirst wave of floods in

Guwahati: Assam was hit
by a second wave of floods on
Tuesday, a week after the
south-west monsoon arrived

in the northeastonJune14.
The floods had affected

over 9,000 peopie by Wednes-
day, the Assam State Disaster April affected nearly one
Management Authority lakhpeople andKilled nine.

In a related report, repeat-
ed landslides on the Lumding-
Silchar hill section of the
Northeast Frontier Railway
have cut off alarge partofthe
northeast for the past 36 days.

said. Nearly 29 villages have
been inundated in the affect-
ed districts, Lakhimpur,
Dhemajiand Karbi Anglong,
and over 2,000 hectares of
cropareaflooded, theauthor-
ity added. More than 8,000

(Inputs from BB Goswami )

Y EATHS CAUSED BY
I.IGHTNING IN THE
PAST DECADE
(2005-2014)

States that reported
over 1,000 deaths

-
Maharashtra FET S

Odisha
op

Chhattisgarh YAy

Andhra Pradesh® m

Karnataka m

others EETINNER

TOTAL
24,757

Source: NCRB; * undivided

12,000 springs dry
up in Uttarakhand

A staggering 12,000 or
one-fifth of Uttarakhand’s
natural springs have dried up,
and several organisations have
cometogethertodrawupa
nroposal for their revival. To be
forwarded to the Centre viathe
state government, the proposal
— drafted ataworkshopheld
by the Dehradun-based NGO
People’s Science Institute —

. seeks aRs 500 crore grant for

the project, which is estimated
to take eight years. “The
initiative will percolate to local
communities, which will
maintain the revived springs,”
Harshvardhan Dhawan of
Arghyam Foundation said. :
SeemaSharma/ TN
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 22 June

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board today told An-
dhraPradesh and Telanga-
natocome to an understan-
ding over the sharing of
the Krishna waters within
amonth, failing which it wo-
uld issue a draft notification
binding on both states. Till
then status quo of the exist-
ing water-sharing standards
would continue, it directed.
Telangana irrigation min-
1ster T' Harish Rao monitored
the progress of the two-day
meeting in Delhi with sev-
eral hundreds of WhatsApp
texts between him and irri-
gation special chief secre-
tary SK Joshi and engineer-
in-chief Muralidhar Rao,
apart from mobile calls.
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Raoand his Andhra Pra-
desh counterpart, D Umama-
heswar Rao, met Union min-
Ister for water resources
Uma Bharti. She asked them
to be available tomorrow
morning sothat the prevai-
ling discord is sorted out be-
fore it takes “unmanageable
proportions”. The meeting
1S scheduled at 9.30 a.m..

The meeting today saw
officials of both states stick-
ingto their stated positions
and refusing to budge despite
the Board’s repeated sugges-
tions. Infact, the meeting co-
ntinued today as yesterday’s
meeting, which stretched till
9 pm was inconclusive.

The trigger for the prese-
nt discord is AP seeking
operational control over
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam’s ri-
ght canal that supplies water

— e e ol —— LI T T S W —

Board order over Krishna water sharing

to the Krishna and Guntur
districts. AP administra-
tion is edgy as the Krishna
1s the main water source for
their capital, Amaravati.
The dam’s operational
part is in Telangana and fun-
ctions under the supervision
of the Nalgonda district ad-
ministration. AP’s alterna-
te demand was that the KR-
MB take total control of the
Krishna waters and the irri-
gation projects it supports.
For the second day today
Telangana officials led by
Joshi stonewalled vociferous
demands from the AP team
led by their irrigation sec-
retary Sashibhushan to
hand over the right bank
canal to them as it geogra-
phicallylies in Guntur, AP
Alternatively they demand-
ed that KRMB take full con-
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trol of Krishna waters.

Telangana administrati-
ondecided to dig their heels
as AP stalled a two-feet in-
crease in height to compen-
sate for silting at the Rajo-
libanda Diversion Scheme
to provide drinking water
for Mahboobnagar on 17
May. AP wrote to the Kar-
nataka administration that
if they increase the height
1t would create a law and
order situation.

Now Telangana demand-
ed an increase of allocati-
onof 90TMC as AP is using
additional water from Pat-
tiseema project on the God-
avari waters. AP shot back
that KRMB has no jurisdic-
tion on Godavari and that
Pattiseema is part of the
Polavaram Dam for which
allocations were made.
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