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FLOOD FURY Raging rivers’ trail of destruction displaces countless; 56 rescue teams on job

UNDER WATER: Houses submerged after heawy rain in Danapur-Diyara, Bihar, on Monday; (right) a rescue guardteam liftsa

tourist boat from the Sabarmati in Ahmedabad. P11

Over 26,000 rescued so far: NDRF

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 22
More than 26400 people
have sofar been rescued by
the NDRF from the flood-
ravaged areas in  Bihar
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and other states.

The National Disaster
Response Force has fanned
out 56 rescue and relief
teams to help people hit by
heavy rains in wvarlous
states and tasked two
Deputy Inspector General-
rank officers in Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh with moni-
toring the situation.

“So far, the NDRF teams
have evacuated more than
26,400 people from various
flood-prone areas in the
country this monsoon sea-
son. Besides the rescue
work, these teams have pro-
vided medical care to more
than 9,100 people mn these
states,” the force said.

The rescue operations are
underway in Uttar Pradesh,

PM promises full support

B PN Narendra Modi on Monday expressed concern over the worsening flood situation in
UF, Bihar, MPF, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand and promised total support from the Centre in
rescue and relief operations

B He spoke to CMs Akhilesh Yadav, Nitish Kumar and Shivraj Singh Chouhan. He said
Home Minister Rajnath Singh was closely monitoring the situation

B | pray for the safety & wellbeing of those in areas affected by floods in parts (of) UR, Bihar,

Uttarakhand, Rajasthan & MP...Centre assures total support in the rescue & relief opera
tions. | hope the situation in the affected areas normalises at the earliest,” he tweeted

Chouhan draws flak for flood photo  Allahabad schools shut for 2 days |

B Flpods have affected several people in Alla-
habad with schools been ordered to close
down and people taking shelter in relief camps

| ¢ ® Both Ganga and Yamuna have crossed the dar+
reflected his feudal mindset’ ger mark by more than a metre and water levels

® Congress’ Arun Yadav said Chouhan's ‘photo-  inbothrivers are steadily rising by 3 cm/hour
stunt’ had backfired but Principal Secretary SK m pistrict Magistrate Sanjay Kumar ordered
Mishra said the CM was a Z' security protectee  ¢josyre of all schools up to intermediate level
and the personnel had toensurethathewas 3 warned that institutions failing to comply
not bitten by any poisonous animal with the direction would face stern action

B Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has drawn ridicule for a photo showing him
heing lifted by security personnel to cross a
swollen nullah, with the Congress saying it

Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat from Bakhtiyarpur, 545 cue teams rescued 275 peo-

and Madhya Pradesh.

In Bihar yesterday, NDRF
teams evacuated 3,400 peo-
ple from Didarganj, 580

from Danapur, 380 from
Chhapra, 355 from Vaishali
and 15 from Manerin Patna.

The foree said 11 flood res-

ple from Ballia, 275 from
Varanasi and 325 from Chi-
trakoot in Uttar Pradesh
vesterday.

As many as 147 marooned
people were shifted to safer
places from Rewa district in
Madhya Pradesh yesterday.

“An NDRF team pre-posi-
tioned in Sikkim conducted
similar  operations in
Tingbung and Lingdang vil-
lages and evacuated more
than 450 people yesterday,”
it said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today prom-
ised total support to these
flood-hit states in conduct of
rescue and relief operations.

He said Home Minister
Rajnath Singh was closely
monitoring the situation
and had spoken to chief
ministers of these states.

Simgh had a telephonic
conversationwith Chief Min-
isters Alkhilesh Yadav (UP),
Harish Rawat (Uttaralkchand),
Nitish Kumar (Bihar) and
Vasundhara Raje (Rajasthan)
today morning and took
stock of the flood situation in
their respective states. —PTI

45 complain of
‘inadequate’
helpinBihar

JITENDRA K SHRIVASTAVA

PATNA, AUGUST 22
With their boat stuck in
riverine areas of the Ganga
on Sunday night, 45 persons
complained of inadequate
help at the time of crisis.

From Raghopur area of
Vaishali district, the victims
said they arranged for a boat
from Kachehi Dargah ghat of
Patna at their own expense
after their several attempts
to reach the administrative
officials turned futile.

The victims, including 25
women and 15 children,
boarded a motorboat to
move to a safer place but the
motor failed to work mid-
way, leaving them stranded.

The Raghopur constituency
is represented by RJD chief
Lalu Prasad’s younger son
and Bihar Deputy CM Tejaswi
Prasad Yadaw The constituen-
cy had been represented by
Lalu Prasad and his wife
Rabri Devi in the past.

Surendra Rai, avietim, said:
“We felt helpless on Sunday
when our motorboat failed to
work before crossing the Gan-
ga as it was raining and some
of the children were seriously
ill. We ftried hard to contact
government machinery but
our efforts proved futile.”

The Principal Secretary at
the Disaster Management
Department said: *“The state
government 1s promptly
involved in relief and reha-
bilitation work. If any dere-
liction of duty is reported,
stern action will be taken.”

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
claimed that relief and
rehabilitation work was on
and satisfactory, while food
packets were being distrib-
uted among the needy.

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/12683103?show=print
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Monsoon fury: NDRF personnel deployed to shift marooned people to safer places

Situation alanmng in Bihar; officials put on alert

Abhay Kumar

PATMA: A day after the
overflowing Ganga water
entered parts of Patna and
inundated low-lying areas
of some apartments situat-
ed near the river, the flood
threat to the state capital
subsided on Sunday after-
noon when the river started
showing areceding trend.

The immediate relief came
when lesser quantity of water
was discharged on Sunday
from Indrapuri barrage over
Sone river, some 200 km from
here in Rohtas district.

The heavy discharge from
Sone, coupled with heavy rain-
fall in the upper catchment of
Ganga in Uttarakhand, had
made the mighty river flow 1.5
metre above the red mark
(danger level) at Gandhi ghat
in Patna on Saturday. However,
on Sunday, the water level of
the Ganga started receding at
aspeed of L5 cm/hour. *In the
last 12 hours, water level has

by 17 em,” said an offi-
cial of the water resources de-

Volunteers help achild getdawnfmmﬂle roof of a submerged house in Patna on Sunday. pTi

partment. The situation had
turned alarming on Saturday
afterthe Gangarose by around
50 cmin the last 36 hours.

The immediate reason be-
hind this surge was heavy dis-
charge of LLG7 lakh cusecs (cu-
bic feet per second) of water
from Indrapuri barrage on
Sone. One cusecis around 28.3
litres of water flowing per sec-
ond.

The barrage had to be
opened after heavy release of
water from Bansagar dam in
Madhya Pradesh and Rihand
dam in Uttar Pradesh, follow-
ing heavy rain inthe twoneigh-
bouring states.

In the meantime, the Bihar
ZOVErMMENE SWUNG iNto action
and pressed army personnel
into the rescue operation, Ad-
ditional personnel from the Na-

tional Disaster Response Force
and State Disaster Response
Force were deployed to shift
marooned people from the di-
ara (riverine belt) to safer
places.

District Magistrate of Patna
Sanjay Agarwal on Sunday or-
dered closure of all the govern-
ment schools here.

The flood victims were shift-
ed to the campus of these

schools. The Industrial Train-
ing Institute (ITT) in Patliputra
Colony has been converted int
areliefcampwhere peopleare
being provided food and shel-
ter.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
who made an aerial survey of
the marooned areas, said
though the situation was
alarming, his officials were
alert. “Leave of all the engi-
neers of Water Resources De-
partment and Road Construc-
tion Department has been
cancelled. If required, more ad-
ministrative officers will be
pressed into service,” he said
after taking stock of the flood
situation.

Farakka Treaty

Nitish said that he would also
ask the Centre to revisit the
Farakka agreement.

The Farakka Treary between
India and Bangladesh on shar-
ing of Ganga water does notal-
low heavy flow of downstream
to Bangladesh even during
monsoon, leading to water lev-
elsrising in the Ganga.

DH News Service

VIP treatment

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan being carried by security personnel dur-
ing his visit to the flood-hit Amanganj in Panna
district on Sunday. e/

Flood situation

worsens in UP

The flood situation in Uttar
Pradesh worsened with the
watersofthe overflowing
Ganges, Yamuna and some
other major rivers inundat-
ing largetracts of land and
displacing thousands of
people inseveral districts,
DHNS reports from Luc-
Tnow,

Army was called in m assist
the civil administration in
the Bundelkhand region,
where the Ken river was
flowing above the danger
mark at many places, ac-
conding @ the official
sources on Sunday.
Reports said that the wa-
ters of Ghaghra river had
damaged National High-
way 3l in Balliadistrict and
movement ofheavy vehi-
cles had been barred on
the mad as a precaution-
ary measure, Thousands
were reportedly rapped in
the marooned villages in
Ballia.
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NEW DELHI: The Ganga river on
Sunday crossed the danger
mark in West Bengal, and Ut-
tar Pradesh, where Yamuna
river is also in spate, while
heavy rainfall has created a
flood-like situation in some
parts of Rajasthan where six
~ persons have died so far.
' However, the weather was
hot and dry in the national
capital and other northern
states  of
Haryana.
In UP, Ganga is flowing
above the danger mark at Fa-
famau (Allahabad), Mirza-
pur, Varanasi, Ghazipur and
Ballia, while Yamuna is flow-
ing above the red mark at
Chillaghat (Banda) and-Nai-
ni (Allahabad) and Mohna
(Jalaun). ~
Similarly, Sharda river 1s
flowing above the danger
mark at Palliakalan (Kheri).
Vast areas in several villages
of Malda district in West
Bengal have submerged, ai-
fecting a population of near-
“ly 20,000, even as heavy to
very heavy rain in districts of
southern parts and in the
Sub-Himalayan region are
predicted for Monday, trig-
gered by a low pressure.
Additional District Magis-
trate, Malda, Kanchan
Chowdhury said the rise 1n
the water level of the river
was due to the release of 10
lakh cusecs of water from the
Sone dam in Uttar Pradesh.
Heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall and created flood like
situation in Rajasthan with
Baran, Pratapgarh, Chitto-
garh and Jhalawar districts as
the worst affected. The water
level in Chambal river in
Dholpur crossed the danger
mark today.
Six persons of a family
died when a portion of their
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SiTTING PRETTY: Madhy

flood water by security personnel in Amangan],

house collapsed in Baran dis-
trict of Rajasthan on Satur-
day. |

A total of 33 people were
airlifted by the Air Force on
Sunday from two locations
in Pratapgarh district, while
24 others were airlifted from
Baran on Saturday.

Several others are also
stranded and rescue oper-
ations areon.

“Three  persons  are
trapped at an island 1n Parva-
ti ‘river. They had gone for
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a Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan being carried across
Panna, on Sunday. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

fishing in the river but sud-

denly the water level in the
river rose. Efforts are on to
rescue them,” Baran Collec-
tor S.P. Singh said.

- Heavy rain warning
The India Meteorological

Department in its latest up-
date has warned of heavy
rains in East and West Mad-
hya Pradesh over the next 48
hours. This could mean in-
creased flooding in key trib-
utaries of the Ganga.
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The districts which are

witnessing flood-like situa-
tion in Bihar included Patna,
Vaishali, Buxar, Bhojpur, Sa-
ran, Begusarai, Samastipur,
Lakhisarai, Khagaria, Mun-
ger, Bhagalpur and Katihar,
the department statement
said. -
Around 15,000 people are
sheltered in 82 relief camps
after being evacuated from
flood affected areas. All
camps have the facilities of
medical team. — P11
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situation

grim as Ganga level rises

CM undertakes aerial
survey; boats
evacuate people

PATNA: With the water level in
the Ganga rising, the flood
situation in Bihar was grim
on Sunday.

Bihar Chief Mlmster Nit-
ish Kumar expressed appre-
hension that the situation
could worsen by Monday in
view of the release of water
from Bansagar dam.

Mr. Kumar who held a
high-level meeting to assess
‘the situation, later went on
an aerial survey of Patna,
Bhojpur, Saran, Vaishali, Be-
gusarai and Khagaria. He
told reporters that there was

at the moment no possibility

of flood waters entering Pat-
na city.

Meanwhile the rising level
of the Ganga has more or less
created a flood-like situation
in all the districts situated
along the banks of the river.

The Ganga and six other
rivers were flowing above

the danger mark in Patna,

BT S N TS

HIGH AND DRY Marooned people wait for rellef on the top of a '
house at Danapur in Patna district on Sunday. — PHOTO: PT}

Bhagalpur, Khagaria, Kati-
har, Siwan, Bhojpur, Buxar

and Hajipur districts, a disas-

ter management department
statement said.

The Ganga was flowing
above the danger mark at six
places in various parts of
four districts.

Altogether 1,326 boats
have been pressed into ser-
vice by the. government to
evacuate the affected people.

‘Deploying five teams of
- NDRF and SDRF personnel

in the flood-affected areas
the government has also put
the Army on alert.
“We want to assure the
people that we are alert and

taking all precautions to help

them at this time of crisis”,
said Mr. Kumar. — PTI

E CROSSES DANGER MARK IN-

'WEST BENGAL, U.P. | PAGE 3
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Floods drive Bihar,
residents to Punj ab

AMAN SooD

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

RAJPURA, AUGUST 22

Packed like sardines iIn
trains, thousands of resi-

dents of Bihar and Uttar .

Pradesh are arriving in Pun-
jab these days due to the
flash floods in their states.
The Jansewa Express com-
ing from Saharsa (Bihar) has
already » brought many
migrants to the Rajpura rail-
way station. They are here In

- search of work after abandon-

ing their ivestock and proper-
ty back home.

They hope to find work in
the industrial units of Ludhi-
ana, Amritsar and Jalandhar,
even as the labour-intensive
paddy season has ended.

“We have lost our livestock
and our ‘kutcha’ houses are
inundated with water 1
skipped coming to -Punjab
over the past four years and
tried to eke out a living In my
state. However, the flash
floods have left us devastat-
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Labourers from flood-hit areas of Bihar at the Rajpura railway
station on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR

ed,” said Ramsharan, a resi-

dent of Nakta Diyara, Patna.

“I know that the fields do
not need migrant labour at
this time of the year. There-
fore, I have contacted my Lud-
hiana-based cousin, who 1s a
kite string maker,” he said.

“We were asleep when the '
villagers starting shouting

that the water level was ris-
ing. We vacated the village

‘with the few things we

could lay our hands on,”
said Gaya Ram, a resident

of Samastipura.
“Instead of moving to the

nearby relief camp, I decided

to join my uncle who works in
a leather factory in Jaland-
har”” he added. “I will go back
when the situation returns to
normalcy. My nephew is tak-
ing care of my father.”
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In Varanasu cremations are being perfurrned on the roof a building as the famoys Manikarnika Ghat was flooded on Monday

5More Dead In
Bihar: Rivers
Swell In MP, UP

TNN & AGENCIES

i “loods across the northern

E <+ and eastern parts of the co-
& untry showed no sign of eb-
bing on Monday as normal life
continued to be affected.

At least 19 people were repor-
ted dead in Bihar in the last three
days as floodwaters hit 12 dis-
tricts. The Ganga, Sone and Pun-
pun rivers are tlowing well over
thedanger mark. However. Ganga
waters havereceded in Patna.

Bihar disaster management
department sources said 133 per-
sons lost their lives in floods since
Junel The department reported
11 deaths on Saturday. three on
Sunday and five on Monday. The
situation is grim in Kaimur. Roh-
tas, Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna. Bha-
galpur, Lakhisarai, Begusarali,
Vaishali,Saran.Khagaria. Mung-
er and Samastipurdisiricts.

In UP the Ganga and 1ts tribu-
taries continue to swell. In Ballia,
theriver wasflowing2.69m above
the danger mark of 57.61m and in
Ghazipur, it was flowing 2.12m

Waters refuse to recede
In rain-drenched states

Rain deﬁcif 16% in flood-hit Bihar, says Nitish

Patna: Twelve of its districts have beeninundated by floodwaters.
Nevertheless, Bihar has a monsoon deficit of 16% so far this year.
Revealing this here on Monday, chief minister Nitish Kumar said that
except fortwo yearsinthelast one decade —whenthe state received
1,000mm rainfall —it never recorded its average annual rainfall of
1,200-1,500mm. “In eight of the last 10 years, the state received less than
900mm rainfall, causing drought-like situationin many districts.
Ironically, much of the state gets flooded almost every year due to heavy
rainin Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and parts of Nepal,” he said. “This
year too, we have a rainfall deficit of 16%. The current flood in Bihar has
happened because the monsoon trough has shifted south, causing heavy
rains in Jharkhand and Madhya Pradeshleadingtoarise in watertevelin
Sone,” the CM said, adding that silt deposits had turned Ganga“shallow”.
“As the river's depth decreased, water flows to plain areas, flooding

them,” the chief minister said.

above the danger mark. Water le-
vels steady in Mirzapur and Bal-
lia areis expected toriseon Tues-
day. Several schools havebeen clo-
sed in Varanasiand Allahabad.
In Varanasi, the Ganga and its
tributary Varuna are in spate, af-
fecting about 4,00.000 people, tlo-
od nodal officer Manilal Yadav sa-
id. Several ghats have submerged
in Varanasi. “Around 75-100 bodi-
es arrive here daily. We have no
choice but to burn the pyres in
shifts. Except one elevated plat-
form, everything else has sunk,”
said a member of the Dom com-
munity, Guru Prasad Chowdhary
In Madhva Pradesh the Ch am-
bal river is in spate, affecting 222
villages in Sheopur, Morena and

Madan Kumar | TNN

BTGP
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Bhind districts. Water will be dis-
charged from the overflowing
GandhiSagar Dam in Mandsaur.

Thesituation haseasedabitin
Rajasthan with a reduction in ra-
in in Chittorgarh. Pratapgarh.
Baranand Jhalawardistricts. But
rainfall in Rajasthan and Madhyva
Pradesh swelled water bodies 1In
Gujarat, forcing authorities 1o
evacuate 830 people. The water le-
vels rose dramatically in Ahmed-
abad. Mehsana and Anand dis-
tricts have also been affected.

PM Narendra Modi expressed
concern for the flood-hit on Mon-
dav. "I pray for the safetv & well-be-
ing of those in areas aftected by tlo-
ods in parts of UP. Bihar. Uttarak-
hand. Rajasthan & MP " he tweeted.
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NGT directs MoEF to submit
report on River Regulation Zone
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Dlspleased that desptte its direction the Ministry was sitting on the report

NEW DELHE: Noting that unhin-
dered construction on flood-
plains had resulted in severe
floods in various parts of the
country, the National Green
Tribunal on Monday took
strong exception to the undue
delay in filing of a draft report
on the River Regulation Zone
and directed the Ministry of
Environment to submit the
report by October3.

A Bench headed by NGT -
chairman Justice Swatanter
Kumar expressed displeasure
that despite its 2013 direction
the Environment Ministry
was sitting on the report for
the past three years.

“For the last three years you
(MoEF) have done nothing.
We had directed MoEF to sub-
mit report prepared by the Ex-
pert Group on River Regula-
tion in 2013. We direct MoEF
to file this report before the-
tribunal positively before the
next date of hearing,” the
Bench also comprising Justice

gk
E L im-rﬂ-

HVITING
rasulted in severe floods.

Y

warning that in the event of
default it would summon its
top ofhicials.

During the hearing, the
lawyer appearing for MoEF
said it had already sent the
draft report on river regula-
tion zones to the States and
the Ministry was awaiting
their response.

The NGT was hearing a

Unhindered construction on floodplains had
- FILE PHOTO

M. S. Nambiar - said while |

plea filed by environmentalist
Akash Vashishtha claiming

that construction of concrete

farmhouses, plots, colonies
and commercial set-ups In
riverbed area damages the
natural environment and is a
grave hazard to well-being of
humans and violates the Envi-
ronment Protection Act 1986.

Apart from obstructing the
natural course of two rivers,

the construction also exerts
massive stress on the river
ecosystem due to discharge of
huge amounts of waste into
them, he had said.

The River Regulation Zone
is a central policy for the pro-
tection of rivers and their
floodplains on the lines of the
Coastal Regulation Zone.

The Environment Ministry

in February had come out

with a blueprint for river reg-
ulation zones where it pro-
poses to prohibit or regulate
developmental activities on
river fronts and floodplains.
The proposed river regula-
tion zones will be under the
ambit of the Environment
Protection Act, 1986.

The draft notification,
which the Ministry had sent
to the States for perusal, seeks
to declare river stretches and
floodplain zones as river con-
servation zones and prohibit
certain activities in those
zones. - PT1

- r——— - ———— A . Emmr



INev Efzrzt Times {Bind]

_ Funizb Keghari (Hingi L
The Hindy )
Incien Erpresa Reigsthen Petrike (Hindi H
!T_ib???% A—/D/::-‘kman nronicle 1
Hincusien (Hindi) Uzcocen Heralo =

Eng focumented gt Ehzoirzih(En olichl& Publicitv Sectior e

—— - .

WJWWMMM U e Y s s - -

‘B River board sets limits on drawing water for drinking

CH V.M. KRISHNA
RAO I DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 21

The Krishna River
Management Board had
convened a meeting
with representatives of
Telangana and AP
States on August 24 to
draw up plans for water
utilisation for both irri-
gation and drinking
purposes using whatev-
er water 1S currently
avallable.

KRMB member-secre-
tary Sameer Chatarjee
on Sunday told Deccan
Chronicle that available
water was not sufficient
to meet crop require-
ments fully in any proj-
ect 1n the state; it would
be possible to supply a
part of the total require-
ment, which would be
decided in the Board
meeting.

The flood flows into
Krishna projects consid-
erably reduced a week
ago and there are no pre-
dictions of heavy rain
as of now at
Mahabaleswar, the
source of the river. “We
got less guantity this
year which needs to be

- adjusted among two

riparian states,” he said.
On  Saturday, Mr
Chatarjee met Telan-
gana state irrigation
minister T Harish Rao

on his request to release

waters for both NS Dam
left canal and Alimineti
Madhava Reddy canal to
raise crops. The govern-
ment also requested
KRMB to convene a
meeting to decide on the
releases. AP govern-
ment officials sought
release of water for both
drinking and irrigation.

“Let the Board decide
what to do about the

JUST A QUARTER OF NEEQ

200 tmc ft: Krishna water =
released at Jurala project this”: _ﬁﬁ
season, excluding Tungabhadra 2

800 tmc 1t
.The total
requirement
of water '
from the
Krishna and
Tungabhad-
ra rivers of
both states
in a normal
year.

I farms will not get
riShna water this YT

40 tmc ft: Water utilised by both
the states under the Jurala proj: 33
_ect, Handri-Neeva, Pothireddy- ="

padu head regulator, Prakasami‘*i;,k;;i
barrage through Pulichintala, . i
-Nagarjunasagar Left and nght
canals for drinking water. _

T
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Demand for Seema to
spark TS-AP quarrel

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 21

It is not an easy task to
strike a deal between
the two states on the
Krishna, as any water
- release from Srisailam
and Nagarjunasagar
dam 1is often subjected

- to conflict of interests.

On Sunday, the water
level at the Nagarjuna-
sagar dam stood at
514.5 ft, just four-and-a-
half feet above the
Minimum Draw Down
Level.

If release of water is
to be considered from
Nagarjunasagar dam
either for TS or for AP,
more water has to be
rejeased from the Sri-
sailam storage which

releases. But at any cost
the level at Srisailam
and NS Dam shall not go

below th e Minimumr

I,,

- stood at 873 ft on

Sunday;

With AP insisting
that more water be
released to Rayala-
seema projects like
Telugu Ganga, Srisai-
lam Right Branch and
Handri Neeva, it means

the level at Srisailam
Dam should be above

854 ft level.
If Srisailam has to be
maintained at that

level, there cannot be
any more releases from
the dam to downstream
Nagarjunasagar dam.
In case MDDL of 834
ft has to be maintained
at Srisatlam, the water
availability between
the present 873 it and
834 ft which comes to
around 95 TMC ft will

Draw Down Level of 834
ft and 510 ft. This 1s to
the
drinking water require-

ensure meeting

r.-_—-*-

have to be shared by
both Telangana state
and AP. This will not be
sufficient to meet the
demand of both states.
It is a thumb rule that
releases to Telangana
state and AP should fol-
low strict guidelines as
per the agreement
entered into by two
states
“What we want is our
share of 40 TMC ft from
the available storage.
Let AP decide how they
make use of their share
of water either for
Rayalaseema projects
or for NS Dam left
canal or for the
Krishna Delta,”
Telangana state engi-
neer-in-chiet, C.
Muralidhar said.

‘ments of Hyd-erabad

and other areas in both
states till the next onset
of monsoon, he said.
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LALATENDU MISHRA

MUMBAL: The Centre is fram-
ing a policy to enable all ma-
jor ports to set up subsidiary
companies to develop inland
waterways. This is part of its
plan to cut logistics costs for
exporters by moving more
cargo on water mstead of
over land.

The establishment of sep-
arate units will facilitate easy
foreign funding for inland
waterway projects by capita-
lizing on the financial cre-
dentials of the government
owned ports, Union Minister
for Shipping, Highways and
Waterways Nitin Gadkari
said on the sidelines of a
summit organised by the In-
do-American Chamber of
Commerce on Monday.

“We are framing a policy at
the department level,” Mr.
Gadkari said. “As nobody
will give loans to inland wa-
terway projects, we will use
the financial credential of
ports, which will set up sub-
sidiary companies for devel-
oping inland waterway pro-

jects. We will be framing it in
15 days,” he said.

- . L l
i i PR = - 4
- ]
N
- 0
. r . .
\ .
. ..
.
- -
Trwla . -
L L
- a. -k - :
. . r [ . .
. . -
Wt
. " : . ,
. '
'
L ]
. L]
-
. -

l -
s (]

oy

T

1

-

1
L
fpanln el ]

LI
cx (.

M~

O —
—

;rr—
T

rorts to promote Watemays
as Centre plans policy rejig

"Sub5|d|ar|es to develop inland waterways will facilitate easy foreign funding

f

INLAND PCRTS: NPT will set up a subssdlary that w:ll develop
inland waterways along all rivers in Maharashtra. - FiLE PHOTO

The objective of the gov-
ernment is to reduce logis-
tics costs to make exports
competitive and all ports will
be asked to improve inland
waterways in their periphery
to divert large part of the car-
go on waterways which 1s
cost effective.

India’s biggest container
port Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT), which posted
a profit of Rs.1,000 crore last
year, has been asked to set up
a subsidiary for this purpose.

“TNPT will set up a subsid-
iary that will take care of all
rivers in Maharashtra. They
will raise about Rs.4,000
crore at 2.75 per cent interest
rate from foreign banks and
this will improve economic
viability of the projects. Any-
body will give loan to JNP1,”
Mr. Gadkari added.

low and will develop inland
waterways on two rivers.
The Detailed Project Report
(DPR) has been prepared.
“We need Rs.80,000 crore
to develop 20,000 km inland
waterways in the country
and it cannot be met through
Shipping Ministry’s annual
budget of Rs.1,800 crore,” the
minister said. “The inland
waterway projects are eco-
nomically viable, but raising
funds for them is not a suc-

- cessful practice in our coun-

NPT will develop water-

ways on seven to eight rivers
in Maharashtra which flow
from Madhya Pradesh. Goa
Port will be the next to fol-

try as they don’t have any fi-
nancial credentials now,” Mr.

Gadkari said. “But we can

raise foreign funds at low n-
terest costs for such projects
through the ports.” All major
ports have a combined turn-

over of Rs.4,000 crore and
based on that an amount of
Rs.50,000 crore can be raised
as foreign loans at 2.75 per

cent interest as against 12 per

cent from Indian banks for
inland waterway projects, he
said. The shipping ministry
has also urged the finance
ministry to allocate 5 per
cent of the money collected
as cess on diesel and petrol
for inland waterways.
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NEW DELHi: Noting that unhin-
dered construction on flood-
plains had resulted in severe
floods in various parts of the
country, the National Green
Tribunal on "‘Monday took
strong exception to the undue
delay in filing of a draft report
on the River Regulation Zone
and directed the Ministry of
Environment to submit the
report by October 3. |

A Bench headed by NGT -

chairman Justice Swatanter
Kumar expressed displeasure
that despite its 2013 direction
the Environment Ministry
was sitting on the report for
the past three years. u
“For the last three years you

(MoEF) have done nothing.
We had directed MOEF to sub-
mit report prepared by the Ex-

pert Group on River Regula-

tion in 2013. We direct MoEF
to file this report before the

tribunal positively before the

next date of hearing,” the
Bench also comprising Justice
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INVITING DISASTER: Unhindered construction on floodplains had

report on River Regulation Zone

Displeased that despite its direction the Ministry wa

‘Y

resulted in severe floods. - FILE PHOTO |

M. S. Nambiar said while
warning that in the event of
default it would summon its
top officials. =~

During the hearing, the
lawyer appearing for MoOEF
said it had already sent the
draft report on river regula-
tion zones to the States and
the Ministry was awaiting -
their response. |

The NGT was hearing a:

pleafiled by environmentalist
Akash Vashishtha claiming

that construction of concrete
farmhouses, plots, colonies

and commercial set-ups in
riverbed area damages the
natural environment and is a
grave hazard to well-being of
humans and violates the Envi-
ronment Protection Act 1986.

Apart from obstructing the
natural course of two rivers,

‘11‘11].-—- ——— " L
r 1l xy O I T I
-l

s sitting on the report

- them, he had said.
" The River Regulation Zone

in February had come out

LA

"y

I
!
o
il

the -construction also exerts
massive  stress on the river |
ecosystem due to discharge of |
huge amounts of waste into

is a central policy for the pro-
tection of rivers and their
floodplains on the lines of the |
Coastal Regulation Zone. -
The Environment Ministry

with a blueprint for river reg-
ulation zones where it pro-
poses to prohibit or regulate
developmental activities on
river fronts and floodplains.
The proposed river regula-
tion zones will be under the
ambit of the Environment
Protection Act, 1986.

The draft notification,
which the Ministry had sent
to the States for perusal, seeks
to declare river stretches and
floodplain zones as river con-
servation zones and prohibit
certain activities in those
zones. - PT1 |
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day. Rain-triggered floods have killed more than

a Residents row to safety on a flooded street in the Assi Ghat area of Varanasi on Mon
400 people and displaced thousands in five states. Madhya Pradesh has been hit the worst with over 100 deaths. At least 150 people

were reported dead in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand where an overflowing Ganga submerged large areas. »P17 RAJESH KUMAR / HT
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GANGA CROSSES DANGER MARK

:ﬂ"‘ -

- vl
ELy YL L .
.........

Ll !"l:

___
L [Ty

'''''
...........

I THEHTY"

i)

iy

.'I"_-J-'l el L

_.I_||_|;' jjjj

|-1-"i_'~_r

by et

...,?‘.,-_l:.'._-,.l.l.tll (L F s TTH .1,;.:-' X

\ " sl . ' Pl rpp et il [z L PO o L rn

T I Ry (P31 F ﬂ--tﬁ"!'tf*"t'.:-.:u!'-l-r Ll;
Ek. ”51!“1 [F T 43 ] = 1HR i

adhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan is ca_rfied by sec_urit_y
persens to cross a flooded area during his visit at Amanganj in Panna District.

17 m THE GANGA has crossed the danger mark in
West Bengal, Bihar and neighbouring districts of

In Madhya Uttar Pradesh where Yamuna river is also in

Pradesh, 17 | spate.

people have | m IN BIHAR, National and State Disaster

lost thelr Response Forces have been deployed and Army
lives in the has been put on alert as the rising water levei of
past 48 Ganga created flood-like situation in all the dis-

hours.hThe tricts situated along the banks of the river.
been m VAST AREAS in several villages of Malda dis-

deployed in | trict in West Bengal have submerged, affecting
the region. a population of nearly 20,000.
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