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position presses Centre to declare it national disaster

Keralafloods declared ‘severe calamity’

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Centre
has declared massive floods
and landslides in Keralaasa

calamity of a “severe nature
for all practical purposes.”

In an official order, the
Union Home Ministry has
declared the crisis in Kerala
as a calamity of severe nature
in view of the “intensity and
magnitude” of the floods and
- landslidesin the state.

Referring to the informa-
tion received from the Kerala
government, the ministry not-
ed that at least 247 people are
reported to have lost their lives
in the rains, ﬂoo\ds and land-
slides in the state while over
17,000 houses/huts have been
damaged.

“Keeping in view of the in-
tensity and magnitude of the
floods/landslides of 2018 in Ker-
ala, thisis a calamity of a severe
nature for all practical purpos-
es,”thehome ministry saidinits
official orderissuedinresponse

toareferencethatitreceivedon

theissue earlier from the Rajya

Most of the Opposition par-
ties have demanded that the
Centre should declare flood
situations in Kerala as a “na-
tional disaster,” pressing for
| giving a special packageto the
.| state for relief and rehabilita-
| tion work. When a calamity is
declared to be of ‘rare severi-
ty’/severe nature, support to
the government of the affected
stateis provided at the nation-
al level. The Centre also con-

HOPE WASHED AWAY: People marooned afterar

siders additional assistance
from the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund. Meanwhile, the
National Crisis Management
Committee held a meeting
here on Monday to review the
rescue and relief operationsin

Syt

the flood-affected areas.

Jabinet Secretary PK Sinha
ired the meeting while the
chief secretary of Kerala par-
ticipated in it via video confer-
ence. The Kerala chief secre-
tary said that there has been

lessrainfalland floodwater has
startedreceding.

“The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs has dispatched
100 MT of pulses today (Mon-
day) while the Union Minis-

- try of Health has airlifted 52

oad was damaged in a flood-hit Thrissur district of Keralaon Monday. i

MT of emergency medicines,
Another 20 MT of medicines
will reach Kerala by tonight,”
a home ministry official said.
On Tuesday, 20MT of
bleaching powder and one
crore chlorine tablets will

be dispatched to Kerala. “Al-
though, there has not yet been
reports about an outbreak of
any disease in the flood-affect-
ed areas, a total of 12 medical
teams have been put on stand-
by,”the official said.
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Water level in the Godavari

continues to increase steadily
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‘Févlu g apart: A bridge that was damagedﬂ due toﬂoodé at Tadavai village in West Godavari

Steps on to relocate residents of low-lying areas to safer places

650 devotees trapped
in temple rescued

STAFF REPORTER
KAKINADA

With the water level in the
Godavari increasing steadily,
the revenue and the police
officials of the East and the
West Godavari districts were
on high alert on Monday and
shifted their attention to re-
locating the residents of low-
lying areas to safer places,
restoring the road traffic and
power supply in the vulnera-
ble places.

By Monday evening, the
water level was 14.3 feet at
the Dowleswaram barrage,
prompting the officials to re-
tain the second warning le-
vel. In all, 13.71 lakh cusecs
was discharged into the Bay
of Bengal from the barrage.

Movement of vehicular traf-

fic was suspended on the
barrage since the morning.

Washed away

A farmer was washed away
in the Godavari while 19
managed to swim back to
the shore near Mummidiva-
ram in the morning, when a
group of farmers left for Gu-

il
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RAJULAPUDI SRINIVAS
VIJAYAWADA

Nearly 650  devotees
trapped in floods at the Gub-
bala Mangamma temple in
Buttayagudem village in

- West Godavari district were

rescued by the National Dis-
aster Response Force, the
10t Battalion, the A.P. State
Disaster Response and Fire
Services, the ITDA and the
police on Monday.

The devotees visited the
temple on Sunday and were

rajapulanka island to take
care of their cattle.

The country-made boat in
which they were travelling
capsized in the return jour-
ney. A major tragedy was
averted since the boat was
close to the shore and all of
them knew swimming. Nalla
Buchi Maheswara Rao, ho-
wever, was washed away in

during the day,,

trapped there due to flash
floods in the Kondavagu and
other rivulets which were in
spate due to continuous
downpour in the hilly areas.

As the water did not re-
cede till late in the night, the
pilgrims stayed put at the
temple. Officials could not
take up any rescue opera-
tions immediately due to
the heavy rain.

On Monday, they reached
the temple by boats and res-
cued the devotees.

the currents and efforts
were on to locate him.

This incident prompted
the officials to suspend the
operations of country-made
boats all over the district. In
the absence of mechanised
boats, residents in the low-
lying areas and island villag-
es faced severe hardship

P —

v .



The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

\_HTE Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

The Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati)
The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

( Tegae )

AAATIA STZFA
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu ( Chen g

e R1:08:2018.. 57 RraAMREd TATATS T 3 FebIRIA ATRIE/ &llg AFT=el A=

Hindustan Times ( Delhi)

| luém's [ FURY

; CORRESPONDENT
;DEL!'II/ KOCHI, AU_G 20

» unprecedented floods
in Kerala have been dec-
}ﬁc}“a calamity of severe
i the Union home
r%mstry said on Monday.
i

ce-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, who is also

the chairman of the Rajya

Sabha, read out an appeal
31gned by him and Lok
Sabha , Speaker Sumitra
Mahajan, urging the law-
makers to consider donat-

- ing amonth’s salary for the

cause.
“Keeping in view the

intensity and magnitude of

‘the floods in Kerala, the
government has declared
this a calamity of a ‘severe
nature’,” Mr Naidu said.
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#® WITH THE rescue
operations in the
state reaching the
final phase, the gov-
ernment has decided
to undertake health,
sanitation and pre-
cautionary measures .
on a big scale right
away.

Meanwhile, in the ngh
Court, the Centre said the

floods cannot be _declared
as a national disaster due

. to the lack of legal provi-
sions for such a classifica-

mitted in the High Court
on Monday the govern-
ment has stated that a dis-
aster however big it may

&
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- national disaster.

tion. In an affidavit sub-

be cannot be classified as a
The
usage of national disaster

has no meaning other than
its popularity. The affi-

-davit was submitted by the

joint secretary of the
Union home ministry.
Meanwhile, with the res-
cue operations in the state
reaching the final phase,
the government has decid-
ed to undertake health,
sanitation and precaution-
ary measures on a big scale

~right away. The govern-
‘ment will coordinate the

activities of diffe agen-
cies for unleashmg a mas-
sive campaign for preven-
tion and control of commu-
nicable disease post floods.

W Reports on Page 9

NIZAMABAD, KAMAREDDY
WATER TANKS FILL up

DC CORRESPONDENT
NIZAMABAD, AUG. 20

Following incess
days in the un
tricts, water tanks, after restoration
under the Mission Kakatiya programme,
have filled up. Around 1,200 water tanks
in the district have received surplus water
during the continuous rains. Minor and

medium irrigation water tanks were
restored and repaired in Nizamabad and
Kamareddy districts at a cost of T332 crore
in four phases of the Mission Kakatiya pr-

t rains for the last few

‘ogramme. Irrigation officials are monitor-

ing the flow of floodwaters into the water
tanks across the districts.

B Report on Page 5
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ivided Nizamabad dis-

“entre declares Kerala floods ‘severe calamlty’

HEAVY RAINS GRIP TS, AP;
FLOOD-LIKE SITUATION I.IKElY

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 20

North Telangana and Coastal Andhra
Pradesh that are under the grip of a heavy
rainfall warning have already teceived
over 100 mm of rain and both states are
staring at a flood situation, weather offi-
cials said. The southwest monsoon has
been vigoroys over TS and coastal AP,

however, it js weak over Rayalseema. A

fresh weather system has developed over

the Bay of Bengal which is likely to
progress in the northwest direction bring-
ing heavy to very heavy rainfall to TS and
AP, apart from Odisha and Vidharbha.
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Cattle wadmg through a submergea‘ pada) ﬁeld on the river tsland Majuh, on Monday

UB Photos

Navy rescue Op in ﬂood-ravaged
~ Kerala one of the biggest ever

R DUTTA CHOUDHURY

GUWAHATI, Aug 20: The
Indian Navy is involved in one
of its biggest ever rescue and
relief operations in flood-rav-
aged Kerala and the helicop-
ters of the Indian Navy are car-
rying out sorties from sunrise
to sunset to rescue marooned
people and to airdrop relief
materials. The officers and
men of the Navy are working
round the clock as mainte-
nance of the helicopters has to
be carried out at night, while
properplammglmstobemade
every day before sendmg out
the aircraft at sunrise.

Talking to The Assam Tri-
bune, Commander _Abhijit
Barkataky of the INS Garuba,

Chl, ‘who is coordinating the

flight operations from the base,

“admitted that it is one of the

biggest such operations car-

ried out by the Navy as Kerala
is totally ravaged by the un-

precedented floods. He said
that till yesterday evening,
the Navy personnel rescued
more than 50,000 marooned
people, of whlch around
15,000 had to be an’hfted

the Naval Air Station at Ko-

ARSEERSN ey g

Those who were airlifted in-

clude one pregnant lady, who
gave birth to a healthy baby
at the Navy hospital, while
several other pregnant wom-

‘en were airlifted and now they

are undergoing treatment in
Navy medical facilities.

- Giving details of the opera-
tions, Commander Barkataky

‘said the Navy swung into ac-

tion from the early morning of

August 16 and the rescue and
relief operations are continu-
ing round the clock. Apart
from aircraft, the Navy person-
nel are also using inflated rub-
ber boats to rescue marooned
‘people. The Naval air base has

~also handled more than 20

tonnes of cargo till yesterday
evening, which include relief
materials, life jackets and oth- -
er paraphernalia flown into
Kerala from different parts of
the country.

More than 30 helicopters of
the Navy and a few Dornier air-
craft have been pressed into
servm,while %afeviehoppers
of the Indian Air Force and
Coast Guards have also been
sent for rescue and relief oper-

= ations. Around 70 to 80 pilots -

: (See page 4)
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New Delhi: Heavy rain and
landslides may have caus-
- ed a major river tributary
in Kerala’s Kozhikode dist-
rict to split into two branc-
hes twice over the past two
weeks, intensifying the flo-
 oding, water experts said.
The branches later merg-
ed downstream, a scientist sa-
id, adding that extreme rain
isunlikely to cause rivers to
change cogmge;mamnﬂv
The tributary nair ¥
vanjippuzha, w
with the Chaliyar river, split
into left and right branches on
August 9 and August 14, V.P.
Dinesan, a senior scientist at
the Centre for Water Resou-
rces Development and Man-
agement, Kozhikode, said.

Scientists believe this hap-

pened because of bouts of in-
tense rainfall upstream and
massive landslides that de-
posited soil, boulders and
treesinto theriver, hampering
its natural flow.

“After the split, the tribu-
tary’s left and right branches
flowed through several houses
close to the riverbank. This
happened in the night; people
didn’t know what was happen-
ing,” Dinesan told The Tele-
graph. “The same thing hap-
pened again on August 14.”

However, Dinesan said,
amid the extensive flooding,
the two branches merged dow-
nstream about 500 metres fr-
om the point where the tribu-
tary split. “Once the trees and

ic merges

debrls were cleared from the J

tributary the direction of nat-
ural flow was restored. But the

entire area downstream is:

flooded,” he said.

Water resources speclal-
ists say that extreme rainfall
events are unlikely to change
the geomorphology — land el-
evation and other terrain fea-

tures — or the courses of
‘rivers permanently.
“The extent of the inunda-

tionmnehange ;&pla@@

(TeaT)

asswtant professor at the Cen-
tre for Environmental Science
and Engineering, Indian Insti-

~tute of Technology, Bombay.

“So, along some stretches

-of the river, the floodwaters
" may flow into low-elevation

channels nearby, creating the

visual effect ofa parallel’ﬂow.” ;

Karmakar said quick visu-
al inspections of flooded areas
even b mihe water had re-

leading.

A child on Monday eats in a school that has been converted mtoa’oemporaryﬂood—re]iefcammeochl, Kerala (watersplcture) B See Page 4 and Metro

lits and mvades

northern Bay of Bengal on Au-
gust 8 and August 14 had trig-
gered intense spells of rain
over Kerala.

Environmental scientlsts
have attributed the floods to
the heavy rainfall, Kerala’s
distinct topography, its net-
work of rivers and the land’s
loss of capacity to hold water.

‘Severe’ calamity tag

The Centre has declared the
floods a “calamity of a severe

. o n@tgrg’f gr;d told Kerala High

Court there’s no provision to
declare a “national calamity”
or “national disaster”, as de-
manded by the Kerala govern-
ment and the Congress. :
Focusing on the mammoth;
reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion tasks that lie ahead, chief
minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said: “The Centre has cited
technical issues against de-
claring a national dlsastelj but
has promised all help.”
The death toll" sfhce May-
end has risenrto:376: ~
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Floods prompt migration attack on Mamata

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: The devastating
floods in Kerala, which have
brought into focus the number
of people from:Bengal eking
out a living as labourers in the
southern state, have prompted
the Opposition to question Ma-
mata Banerjee’s claims of de-
velopment and employment
generation.

The Congress, Left Front
and the BJP attacked the chief
minister on Tuesday asking
why migration of the Iabour
force to other parts of the
country was on if the state had
somuch to offer.

It is estimated that around
20lakh people from Bengal are

employed as labourers in
Kerala.
The CPM cited the 2011 Lan-

guage and Mother Tongue Cen-
sus, which revealed that of the
9.6 crore people who identified
themselves as Bengali, 1.8 crore
were living outside Bengal.

The party pointed out that
low wages in the state were
forcing semi or low-skilled
labourers to flock to Delhi,
Kerala and other states in
search of livelihood.

“Had the chief minister’s
claims been true, we would
not have had village after vil-
lage in vast stretches of Bengal
with male members working
in Kerala, Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat, Tamil Nadu and the Na-
tional Capital Region. This is
only because of the difference
in opportunity and wages. In
Bengal, the minimum daily
wage is Rs 240. In Kerala, it is
Rs 600,” CPM central commit-
tee member Sujan Chakra-
borty said.

“There is little opportunity
for low or semi-skilled people
to be gainfully employed here.”

The BJP said the Kerala
floods had highlighted once
more that the Trinamul gov-
ernment had failed to turn the
migration tide that had started
during the Left regime.

“New employment oppor-
tunities are not being created
here. Existing opportunities
are shrinking. Wages else-
where are much better,” said
Sayantan Basu, general secre-
tary of the state unit of the BJP.

“If the Trinamul chief has
flooded Bengal with develop-
ment, why are so many
labourers from Bengal strand:
ed in the Kerala floods?” he
wondered.

Basu pointed out that even
now the unreserved compart-
ments of the trains to Kerala
were packed with thousands
from rural Bengal, exposing
the “grim” reality.

Earlier in the day, a delega-
tion of members of the Confed-
eration of Kolkata Malayalee
Organisations called on Ma-
mata at her home, seeking
help for the people from Ben-
gal living in Kerala. The con-
federation put the number at
251akh.

People from Bengal com-
prise a large chunk of the mi-
grant labour population in
Kerala. Most of these workers
are from Malda, Murshid-
abad, Nadia and Birbhum.

Adhir Chowdhury, presi-
dent of the Congress’s Bengal
unit, said the state would not
have experienced “a negative
net migration” had it achieved
even a fraction of what Mama-
ta claimed it had under her.

Chowdhury had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday urging him
toopenacall centre whereem-
ployees would speak Bengali
and help the migrants strand-
ed in Kerala.

Mayank Jhunjhunwala (centre) drops off relief material at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan in Salt Lake on Tuesday;
(right) relief material to be sent to Kerala stocked in the principal’s office. Pictures by Ankit Datta

School collects relief items

Calcutta: Mayank Jhunjhun-
wala, a 2003-batch student of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, was
back in school on Tuesday.

Not for areunion, buttodo-
nate 100kg of rice and 10kg of
dal for Kerala flood victims.

“I had been thinking how [
could be of some help. Then I
learnt that myv own school was
taking contributions. So I de-
cided to come and give some
relief material,” said Mayank,
a businessman, who had come
with his mother Anju.

The management of the
Salt Lake school has placed a
box near the gate and asked se-

curity personnel to accept do-
nation from outsiders. “We
have not only asked our own
students to donate but also
kept our doors open for others
not associated with the school.
Anyone can come and con-
tribute,” said G.V. Subrama-
nian, director of the school.

There was a steady flow of
items — from utensils to bed
sheets and blankets — since
Tuesday morning. Students of
the school, too, pitched in. The
items are being stocked in the
principal’s office.

Garden High School in
Kasba and Andhra Associa-
tion School in Kalighat are
also accepting donations from

outsiders.

Several Malayalee organi-
sations have welcomed con-
tributions in their city offices.

Calcutta police commi-
ssioner Rajeev Kumar and a
few other officers met mem-
bers of Malayalee organisa-
tions on Monday. The police
promised to help the organisa-
tions transport relief material
collected by them to Kerala
along with their own relief con-
signments. “We have sent 5,000
gumboots to Kerala. We are
now trying to procure hand
gloves,” said a senior officer.

The Kerala police have ap-
pealed to other states to supply
clean-up materials that are in

short supply in the flood-rav-
aged state.

Members of the Confedera-
tion of Kolkata Malayalee Or-
ganisations met chief minister
Mamata Banerjee at her home
on Tuesday. They requested
her to organise a cultural
event at Nazrul Mancha and
contribute the proceeds to-
wards flood relief.

A memorandum submit-
ted by the confederation urged
the chief minister “to consider
supplying rice, onion, potato”
to Kerala and advise compa-
nies manufacturing antisep-
tics, bleaching powder and
chlorine tablets to supply
these to Kerala.

soriecm Zia#

Xavier's
reaches out
to Kerala

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Park Street: Teachers and
non-teaching staff of St
Xavier’s College (Autono-
mous) have contributed a day’s
salary for the Kerala flood vic-
tims, principal Father Dominic
Savio said on Tuesday.

At a meeting with teachers
and staff, alumni and students
on Monday, the Park Street in-
stitution decided to collect and
send relief materials and do-
nations.

“Around 200 teaching and
non-teaching staff donated a
day’s salary on Tuesday,” Do-
minic Savio said.

There are around 200
teachers and 250 employees at
the institute and all have
agreed to the proposal.

The meeting was held after
Jesuits operating in 25 centres
in Kerala sought help from the
college.

Apart from teachers,
members of its alumni associ-

ation, students and parents |

have offered help, the princi-
pal said.

St Xavier’s expects to send
around Rs 20 lakh and a sub-
stantial amount of other relief
materials to Kerala by Sep-
tember 2.

All items are fresh and
donors have been asked not to
give used materials.

The alumni association
that has around 7,000 mem-
bers across the world have
been alerted of the decision.
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