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More Vsultry days, ralny nlghts for aty

K. Lakshrm '

CHENNAI: On Monday, res1dents of
several areas woke up to flooded
roads due to heavy overnight show-
ers. There are indications that for
another two days, city residents
will experience sultry weather dur-

ing the day and rains durmg the

night.
__ During the day, temper_gture is
likely to rise above the average and
there may be thundershowers late

atnight. S. R. Ramanan, Director of

Area Cyclone Warning Centre, said
that such convective rains immedi-
ately after many hot days are nor-

mal during September. He added
thatisolated rains would be experi-
enced across Tamil Nadu and that |
- there might be an increase in rain-

fall by Friday or Saturday.

Pointing out that Tiruttani re-
ceived the highest volume of rain-
fall of 18 cm, he said a few other
places would also get heavy show-
ers because of the convective activ-
ity. “It will bring scattered rainfall
in one place or other. Many places
around the city received between 1
cm and 4 ¢m of rainfall on Sunday
- night,” hie added.

The rainfall has helped the city
touch its average share of rains for
the season. Chennai has registered
41 cm of rainfall, which is excess by

1 cm since June 1, Similarly, Mee- -

WEI.COME REI.IEF’ Marlna beach was among the many areas that
were flooded on quday after overmght showers — PHOTO: R. RAGU

nambakkam has recelved 43 cm so
far, which is slightly less than its
average for the season. .

S.B.. Thampi, deputy director

- general of meteorology, Regional

Meteorological Centre, said this

-phenomenon was common durmg

September.

Whenever there was not much
clouding, an increase in solar radi-
ation would bring in rainfall. A
trough of low pressure over Bay of

Bengal near Coastal Andhra Pra-
desh had also contributed to Sun-
day night’s rain.

Meanwhile, the Southwest mon-
soon is already retreating, in North
India. “The State has so far re-
ceived rainfall that is 13 per cent
less than the average for monsoon,
close to the predictions of the de-
partment. There is still a week be-

fore the Southwest monsoon winds

up in ourregion,” he added. :
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Although firm numbers are not available,
reports suggest that more than 4,00,000
people have arrived at the European
Union (EU) border so far this year, driven
by wars and conflicts in places such as
- Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea. In recent
weeks, we have watched in horror the
images of officers firing water cannons
and tear gas at desperate crowds at bor-
ders and railway stations, of people
struggling ashore on small dinghies, and
fchildren who could not make it across.
One hopes that these pictures are nota
glimpse intoa future with climate change
impacts and the resulting conflicts. Di-
' sasters such as intense storms and heat
' waves and slow moving changes like
_droughts and sea level rise (SLR) are ex-
- pected to exacerbate living conditions to
_such an extent that people could be
forced to move from their homes and
' become climate exiles. Many may be
forced to move into neighbouring, more
| protective spaces in the same country or
. perhaps across national borders. Accord-
ing to the 2006 Stern Review, climate
. change may displace 200 million people
. by the middle of the century ;

. Island Nations

. Consider, for example; atoll nations in
' the Pacific such as Tuvalu or the Mal-
L“d'ives in the Indian Ocean. With an eleva-
tion of only a few metres above sea level,
these islands will suffer the worst effects
| of storms and flooding and may be partly
- orentirely submerged by even acouple of
'E metres of SLR. While the population of
. these small island states is relatively
. small, people will have to leave their
country without a viable nation state.
. Those forced to move in this manner
'~ have no legal standing under the United
. Nations Refugee Convention, which of-
_ fers protection only for those who have
~ been forced to leave their country owing
to “well-grounded fear of being persecut-
ed for reasons of race, religion, national-
" ity, membership in a particular social
group or political opinion.”
Worst of all, the people most affected
by these changes will be among the poor-
' est and most vulnerable. Their own na-
tions’ contributions to greenhouse gas
(GHG) concentrations in the atmosphere
are relatively trivial, but they would suf-
' fer some of the most severe effects. It is
" no surprise then that Alliance of Small
Island States (AOSIS) has called for glob-
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«..opposed to the general focus on a 2°C
limit. In a grim reminder of reality, how-
ever, the World Bank in its report “Turn
Down the Heat” says that without action,

e could be seeing warming by 4°C above

“pre-industrial levels.

Low-lying delta regions of the world

such as those of the Irrawaddy and the
Ganges-B;fahmaputra are also vulnerable
 to the effects of SLR More than a tenth of

al action to limit warming to 1.5°C, as
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Preparing for the climate exiles

SEARCHING FOR SAFETY:

exacerbate living conditions to such an ext
Picture shows a woman in the flood-affecte

of the world that are within 10 metres of
today’s sea level, also known as Low Ele-
vation Coastal Zones (LECZ). Close to

 half of Bangladesh lies in the LECZ and

these areas will be severely affected by
rising seas. '
Anticipating these changes with rising
temperature, it is important that we pre-
pare to address these issues instead of
building fortress-like nations. Regional
agreements, joint action, training and
skills, sharing of knowledge, technolo-
gies, lessons from successes and failures
to adapt should all be part of a regional
focus in preparing for SLR. Labour agree-
ments are especially important and
should be combined with skill building
and training in advance of migration.

Loss and damage

The United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
has acknowledged a domain referred to
as Loss and Damage (L&D), which essen-

‘tially tries to capture these types of in-

ability to cope with the effects of

- warming. This is distinet from mitiga-

tion, or reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and adaptation, or finding ways to
live in a warmer world. At the Conference
of Parties (COP19) of the UNFCCC, held
in Warsaw in 2013, all parties agreed to
set up a new mechanism on L&D. The
issue is important because even after
GHG emissions are reduced and commu-
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“Intense storms, heat waves, droughts and sea level rise are all expected to
ent that people could be forced to become climate exiles.”
d Rampur village, 35 km from Guwahati- PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR

Anticipating the changes
with rising temperatures,

regional agreements, joint

action, sharing of
knowledge, technologies
and labour agreements
among nations will

be crucial

would still be loss and damage to people,
livelihoods and infrastructure as a result
of their inability to cope with climate
change. Loss generally refers to the com-
plete forfeiture of items like land, ecosys-
tems, or of human lives, while damage
refers to the harm to infrastructure and
property that could be repaired. The
term includes both economic and non-
economic losses. '

In order to gain traction, however, this
issue needs support from rich countries
(Annex-1 countries in UN parlance). The
term L&D has, at any rate, come to imply
liability and compensation, which makes
it particularly challenging for rich coun-
tries, which are responsible for the bulk
of the GHG concentrations in the atmo-
sphere. It is still not clear if L&D will
figure at all in the negotiations and
whether it would then be part of the core

The poorest and most vulnerable ‘p'eople, forced to move as result of 'c‘limatek change, will have
no legal standing under the United Nations Refugee Convention | ‘

The Loss and Damage mechanismisu
for review in 2016 and developing cour
tries want to ensure that it is part of I
core agreement in Paris, so that its cel
trality is established. This is why deve
oping countries “are fighting tooth ar
nail to ensure L&D figures in the col
agreement”, said Indrajit Bose fro
Third World Network.

Commentators on a recently conclu
ed meeting in Bonn, a preparatory mee
ing for the Paris COP, have said progre
was slow but others contend thét vario
issues will get trimmed down as discu
sions move forward and the focus w
shift to ‘key matters’. With less th
three months remaining to decide the
questions, time is running out. |

The refugee crisis in Europe remin
us that the Paris agreement needs to!
‘wider than just the reduction of gree
house gases, or mitigation. The text oft
recently concluded meeting of Li
Minded Developing Countries in Del
states that the issues for the Paris Cf

" are “mitigation, adaptation, finance,

pacity building, technology developme
V'and transfer, transparency of action a
support as well as loss and damage.” £
knowledging and acting on these isst
would help prevent the kind of crisis’
are now seeing in Europe in future a
result of climate change. ‘
(Sujatha Byravan Is Principal Reseal

Scientist, Centre for Study of Scien
S N, SRS S O e Pl g 7T b Y
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Artlfiual | ﬂood throws life out of gear

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHAT 1, Sept 20: A torrent1a1 downpour for
about two hours this morning left many localities in
the city reeling under artificial flood.

Besides the low-lying localities of Anil Nagar
Nabin Nagar, Tarun Nagar, Ra-
jgarh and RG Baruah Road,
‘other places like Panjabari,
Down Town, Sarumataria, Ja
origog, Dispur, MLA Hostel
and Geetanagar also w1tnessed
maSvae water—loggmg. o

Traffic along the RG Baruah
Road was halted for many hours
as water-level in the road went
up alarmingly. Traffic police di-

verted vehicles to other thor-

oughfares. :

At the Assam State Zoo a
guard wall collapsed, flooding
many houses.

Water also entered remden-,
tial compounds at many places
in Nabin Nagar, Anil Nagar,
Panjabari and other localities.

“The situation in our locali-
ty is pretty bad. The entire locality is submerged
Water has entered many houses, including my own,

_ People are unable to go out anywhere. Life has come
to a complete standstill,” said Dwip Baruah, presi-
dent of the I\fabm Nagar Welfare Society.

He added, “The situation would have been more
chaotic if it had not been a weekend.”

Baruah said that despite repeated meetings with

senior ofﬁclals including Chief Minister Tarun Go-
goi, by local residents’ committees, the district ad-
ministration, GMDA and GMC had failed to take
concrete steps to deal with the problem of artificial

- floods in Guwahau

- “Mere short-term measures are not enough' The
Bahini rlver has to be diverted on an urgent basis

and dlggmg of Silsako Beel, Deepor Beel and Bhar-
- alu river has to be carried out to mcrease their re-
' tamlng capamty, he saxd ‘

Fun in the flood: Even as Guwahatians had a harrowmg time with the artificial flood and
water-logging, a few young boys frolick in the flooded RG Baruah Road on Sunday. UB Photos

Abhijit Bhattacharjee, a resident of Geetanagar
~who is a senior official with a telecom major, said
that all residents at his housing society had to buy
drinking water today as ﬂood—water entered the
water tank.

“We are unable to go out. The RG Baruah Roadis
closed. The administration needs to take measures

on a war-footing to ensure that repeated flooding in
Guwahati does not take place. The drainage system

“has tobe improved,” Bhattacharjee said. 4
Cycle-rickshaw pullers along the RG Baruah Road

and other localities made fortunes by ferrying peo-

‘ple through ﬂooded streets by chargmg many tlmes
‘over the usual rates.

Meanwhile, the district admm1strat10n said that
the rainfall today was to the tune of 80 mm within
the first half an hour, covermg the greater Guwa-
hati area.

: Kamrup Metro DC DrM An-
gamuthu said that all circle offic-
ers have been directed to assess
the damage covering roads,
bridges and guard walls.

“The Water Resources De-
partment has been asked to
| checkall the riverside bunds and
| critical embankinents and the
PWD has been directed to
‘checks the roads and undertake
immediate restoration work, if
needed,”he said.

~ RB Barua, Additional DC, said
that pumps are working round-
the-clock to release water from
the flooded localities into the
Bharalu and Brahmaputra riv-
ers. “SDRF personnel have been
deployed at many places to en-
sure that no untoward incidents

take p‘lace They have boats at their disposal. Water

has started recedmg and by 10 pm we expect the
situation to be back to normal,” Barua said.
Our Jorabat correspondent adds: A heavy

~ shower that lasted for just fifteen or twenty min-

utes, caused a heavy flash flood at the Jorabat tri-
junction at noon today, d1sruptmg vehlcular traffic
and normal life for hours.

Thousands of vehicles remained stranded on NH-

; 37in] orabat area, giving the commuters a harrow-

ing time. Flash floods occurred in areas like 8th Mile,
9th Mile, 10th.Mrle, Hastinapur and 11th Mile also.
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Artlﬁcml ﬂood throws life out of gear

~ STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI Sept 20: A torrentxal downpour for
about two hours this: morning left many localities in
the city reeling under artificial flood.

‘Besides the low-lying loca11t1es of Anil Nagar
Nabin Nagar, Tarun Nagar, Ra-
jgarh and RG Baruah Road,
other places like Pan;abarl,
Down Town, Sarumataria, Ja
origog, D1spur, MLA Host -
and Gﬁetanagar also w1tnessed ]
masswe water-loggmg

Traffic along the RG Bafuah
Road was halted for many hours
as water-level in the road went
up alarmingly. Traffic police di-
verted vehicles to other thor-
oughfares.

At the Assam State Zoo a
guard wall collapsed, ﬂoodmg
many houses. ,

Water also entered resxden-,
tial compounds at many places
in Nabin Nagar, Anil Nagar,
Panjabari and other localities.

“The situation in our locali-
ty is pretty bad. The entire locality is submerged
Water has entered many houses, including my own,

_ People are unable to go out anywhere, Life has come
to a complete standstill,” said Dwip Baruah, presi-
dent of the Nabin Nagar Welfare Society.

He added, “The situation would have been more
chaotic if it had not been aweekend.”

Baruah said that despite repeated meetings with
senior officials, including Chief Minister Tarun Go-
goi, by local residents’ committees, the district ad-
ministration, GMDA and GMC had failed to take

concrete steps to deal with the problem of artificial

- floods in Guwahan

- “Mere short-term measures are not enough. The

Bahini river has to be diverted on an urgent basis
and mggmg of Silsako Beel, Deepor Beel and Bhar-
- alu river has to be carried out to mcrease thelr re- .

taining capac1ty, ‘he saxd. ,

Fun in the flood: Even as Guwahatians had a harrowmg time with the artificial flood and
water-logging, a few young boys frolzck wn the ﬂooded RG Bamah Road on Qunday UB Photos

Abhl]lt Bhattachax]ee a resident of Geetanagar
who is a senior official with a telecom major, said

that all residents af his housing society had to buy
drinking water today as ﬂood-water entered the

water tank.

“We are unable to go out The RG Baruah Road s
closed. The administration needs to take measures.

on a war-footing to ensure that repeated flooding in
Guwahati does not take place. The drainage system
has to be improved,” Bhattacharjee said.

Cycle-rickshaw pullers along the RG Baruah Road

and other localities made fortunos by ferrying peo-

ple through ﬂooded streets by chargmg many times
‘over the usual rates.

Meanwhile, the district admmlstratlon said that
the rainfall today was to the tune of 80 mm within
the first half an hour, covermg the greater Guwa-
hatl area.

- Kamrup Metro DC‘ Dr M An-
gamuthu said that all circle offic-
ers have been directed to assess
the damage covering roads,
bridges and guard walls.

“The Water Resources De-
| partment has been asked to
| checkall the riverside bunds and
| critical embankiments and the
PWD has been directed to
checks the roads and undertake
immediate restoration work, if
needed,” hesaid.
~ RB Barua, Additional DC, sald
that pumps are working round-
the-clock to release water from
the flooded localities into the
Bharalu and Brahmaputra riv-
ers. “SDRF personnel have been
deployed at many places to en-
sure that no untoward incidents
take pIace They have boats at their disposal. Water
has started rec_edmg and by 10 pm we expect the
situation to be back to normal,” Barua said.

Our Jorabat correspondent adds: A heavy
shower that lasted for just fifteen or twenty min-
utes, caused a heavy flash flood at the Jorabat tri-
junction at noon today, disrupting vehlcular traffic
and normal life for hours.

Thousands of vehicles remained stranded on NH-
37in] orabat area, giving the commuters a harrow-
ing time. Flash floods occurred in areas like 8th Mile,
9th Mile, 10th Mile, Hastinapur and 11th Mile also.
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A rarity: September snow in Gulmarg

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 22
- Incessant rain over the past
24 hours has brought down
the mercury and caused win-
ter’s chill in Kashmir today
as several high altitude
places like the Gulmarg

meadow resort received a

rare autumn Snow:
The rain lashed most areas

of the Kashmir valley caus- .

ing a considerable drop in the

Rain brought down mercury in
Srinagar on Tuesday. Pl

temperature, while Gulinarg,

~where the higher reaches of

the Afarwat mountains

received mild snowfall,

recorded the day’s maxi-

~mum of 8.0°C, the lowest in

the region.
Anofficial of the state Mete-
orological Department said

. the maximum temperature
in Srinagar city was recorded

at 15.2°C, a drop of 10 degrees

from the yesterday’s maxi-.

mum temperature.

“Rain has been received at
almost all places, while snow

- was received in the higher

reaches of Gulmarg at Afar-
wat,” the official said.
_ Srinagar

There were reports of snow-
fall at several other high alti-

tude places like the Simthan

Top in south Kashmir, but the

Met Department said it had

no observatory there ar_ld

_could not confirm it.

city received
" incessant rain during the day.
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Naldus ambltlous Godavan—Knshna hnk pI'O]eCt comes a cropper

HYDERABAD, DHNS: The

| much publicised interlinking

of Godavari with Krishna
rivers took a severe beating

‘When an agueduct built on

Tammileru river stream to
carry 80 tmc water to Krish-
na delta suffered a major
breach, on Sunday.

. The work on the Polavaram

Right Canal, which is a part of
 the Godavari-Krishna link, was

completed within a short peri-
od of six months. Water from

-Godavari river was on Friday

released from Pattiseema -
through liftirrigation. But, the
canalbreached at Thammileru
aqueducton Saturday evening.

- Though only one of the 12
pumps of theliftirrigation proj-
ectwas functioning, the breach

‘has put state Irrigation minis-
ter Devineni Umamaheswara

Rao’s future in jeopardy.
According to experts, about
15 to 20 feet lining of the hur-
riedly built aqueduct breached
within a day after irrigation
minister Umamaheswara Rao
formally switched on the
pump, which has the capacity
of pumping 354 cusecs water.
However, the rain water

from catchment areas raised

the quantum of water to almost
3,000 cusecs, exerting tremen-

\

minister could declare the in-
terlinking on September 16.

The water, which was sup-

 posedto enter Polavaram right

dous pressure on the weak lin-

ing. The gap between canal and
the aqueduct was not filled and
that could be the reason for the
breach.

Itis 1romcal that the entire
concrete work was completed

canal and then to Krishna
delta, has gushed into Kolleru
Lake instead. ‘
Astheresidents of Janampet
village in Pedaveg1 mandal in
close proximity to the pump

house raised alarm, the author-,

ities have shut down the pump

but the damage was already

done. People in nearby Eluru

«city and villages are a worried

that a breach of this kind when
allthe 12 pumps are in full force
pumping 8,500 cusecs of wa-
ter, could wash away a major
chunk of the habltatlons on 1ts

‘path.

Meanwhile, the opposmon,
which has been/alleging that
the Naidu government took up
the redundant Pattiseema proj-

ect only for kickbacks, is
‘mounting pressure on the TDP

government to sack the i 1rr1ga—
tion minister.

“Devineni shouldtake moral
responsibility for the breach of
the canal and resign from the
post,” Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress chief N Raghuveera Red-
dy said. He said the irrigation
minister exerted pressure on
the engineers to complete the

work, throwing quahty norms'

towinds.

The YCP spokesperson and

former minister Kotthapalli
Subbarayudu alleged that the
quality of the civil works was
substandard. “The contractors
were forced by Naidu and his

within 30 days o) that the chief ~officers'to complete the project

feegeae ( ucen )

and dedlcated it even,‘before
one pump could be started, for
pub11c1ty The mterlmkmg isa
sham,” he alleged. »
 “What would be the condi-
tion of the canal after all the 12
pumps are working when the
aqueduct could not withstand
the force of water with one
pump,” he asked.

[Itisbelieved that Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu, who
is on a tour to Singapore to fi-
nalise construction work of -
new capital Amaravati and also
to invite that island-nation’s
prime minister for the ceremo-
ny slated for October 22, will

‘havetotake a final ca]l onRao’s
" future. :

The aqueduct built on Tammileru river stream to carry 80 tmc water to Krlshna delta caved
‘inonSunday and (below) water gushing out from the breached part. DHPHOTOS
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Retreating rain lifts govt hopes '
of 5% rise in rabi crop output

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22
Good rainfall in the past one
week has raised the hopes
of the government to
improve the foodgrain pro-
duction in the rabi season.
The government believes
that despite deficient mon-
soon the country's food-
grain production could rise
by over five per cent to near-
ly 133 million tonnes (MT)
in the coming rabi season.

Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh today
said the government was
expecting a higher food-
grain output in the rabi
season than last year
despite less rainfall.

“In the last one week or
so, there has been a good
rainfall in the rain deficient

- states, so we have set an
ambitious target of 132.78
MT (of foodgrain produc-
tion) in the rabi season this
year," he said. The monsoon
deficit so far was 14 per
cent, the minister said.

According to the fourth
advance estimate released
last month, the foodgrain
production from rabi (win-
ter) crops in 2014-15 crop
year was estimated at

126.38 MT, though the Cen- -

tre had set a target of 130.75
MT of foodgrain produc-
tion. The sowing of rabi

| 8 In the last one week or
so, there has been a good
| rainfall in the rain deficient
| states. Therefore, we have
set an ambitious target of
1 132.78 MT (of foodgrain
| production) in the rabi
season this year.99

Radha Mohan Singh, AGRICULTURE MINISTER

<< Agriculture Minister Radha
Mohan Singh (2nd from left) with
| other Union Ministers after the
Cabinet meeting in New Delhi

crops starts in'the first
week of October and its har-
vesting begins in last week
of March. The production
of wheat — the main Rabi
crop — is estimated to have
declined to 88.94 MT in
2014-15 crop year as against
a record 95.85 MT achieved
in the previous season.

The government recent-
ly projected the country's
total foodgrain production
to drop by 1.78 per cent to
124.05 MT in the 2015-16
kharif (summer) season
on the back of poor mon-
soon and a drought-like
situation in some states.
The country's total food-
grain production is esti-
mated to have declined by
4.66 per cent to 252.68 MT
in 2014-15 crop year owing
to poor monsoon and

| on Tuesday. PTi

unseasonal rains in Febru-
ary and March.

The country had regis-
tered a record foodgrain
production of 265.04 MT in
2013-14 crop year.

Regarding the steps taken
by the government to min-
imise the effects of defi-
cient rainfall, Singh said to
compensate farmers in the
event of delay and deficient
rainfall, enhanced seed
subsidy was provided for
oilseed crops. "The subsidy
went up from Rs 1,200 to Rs
1,800 per quintal in case of
normal varieties and from
Rs 2,500 to Rs 2,700 per
quintal for hybrid varieties
of oil seeds," he said.

To address the needs of
drought-affected areas, the
government has announced
the implementation of diesel

subsidy scheme for crops
irrigation with an allocation
of Rs 100 crore, he said.

To check rising imports and
prices, Singh said the govern-
ment was concentrating pro-
moting rabi pulses through
National Food Security Mis-
sion (NFSM). "The NFSM-
pulses is being implemented
in 622 districts of 27 states,
including hill and north-east-
ern states to promote the
cultivation of pulses," he
said, adding that an outlay of
Rs 440 crore has also
been proposed to raise the
output of pulses.

Likewise in oilseeds, he
suggested replacing low
yielding wheat area with
mustard to help reduce the
dependency on import and
also provide better returns
to farmers. 5
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A musical festival to
save Yamuna soon\*”x

HT Correspondent
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-

. ment’s efforts to clean the

Yamuna are expected to get a
boost with a large-scale festival
being planned along the river’s
bank.

The government is planning
Yamuna Mahotsav — a music
festival — at the Golden Jubilee
Park near Rajghat and on the

river bank.

The idea is to help people draw
a connect with the river.

“In our city; it will be impos-
sible for someone to guess there
isahuge river. We do everything
possible to get away from the
river. The idea is to involve more
and more people and get them to
the river so that they care what
happens to it. This is one way
of doing that,” said an official
of the Delhi government.
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