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Odishagovt demands
Rs 3,500 crdroughtaid

PRESS TRUST OF IMDIR
Bhubanesw ar, 22 October

The Odisha government to-
daydemanded special Central
assistance of Rs 3,500 crore
tomitigate the dry-spell sit-
unation which has resulted
in crop loss in about 5.23 lakh
hectares of cultivable land.

The state government’s

demand was made by Chief Odisha has continuously

Minister Naveen Patnaik
when he met Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley in
MNew Delhi today, a release
issued by the CM's office
said.

log of previous years, the
release said.

The Chief Minister re-
quested the Union Minis-
ter to review the prevail-
ing situation and enhance
the outlay inder Acceler-
ated Irrigation Benefit
Programme (AIBP) for
Odisha for ensuring the

ongoing major and medi-

um irrigation and flood

1 . control projects were com-

suffered since I”ff"f’egg pleted without further de-

ence on account of 1nade- lay Patnaik said Odisha de-
quate flow of central re- serves a greater share of

sources. The state's prob- mﬂﬁﬂtﬁLﬁﬂﬁ:@ ﬁﬁ;
lems are compounded BY io 400 in terms of its back-

During the meeting, Pat-

naik said in 2015, Kharif recurring floods, cyclones wardness and low levels
crops have been severely im- gnd drought, which plgy of almost all socio-eco-

pacted in large parts of Odi-
sha due to inadequate rain-
fallin July/ August and about
5.2 lakhhectares of cropped
area has suffered damage to
the extent of 33 per cent or
more.

Stating that the state has already an-
nounced a drought assistance package for
farmersestimated at over Bs 1,000 crore to-
wards drought mitigation and protection
of interest of farmers, Patnaik said the Cen-
tre needs to provide a Special Central As-
sistance of atleast Rs3500crore to thestate
attheearliest, the release said. In addition,
Painaik requested to provide interest incen-
tives for converted mediom term loans to
enable the affected farmers to avail prompt
repayment incentive at par with short
term crop loans.

Noting that thestate has prepared along-
term drought mitigation plan, the Chief
Minister said the ongoing major and me-
dium irrigation projects sanctioned in
the state were suffering on account of in-
adequate release of funds by the Centre
and inadequate provision made for the 2015-
16 fiscal.

Patnaik stated that the requirement of
the state to meet the balance cost of ongo-
ing irrigation projects worked out to about
Rs 5200 crore and there was a huge back-
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havoc with the state's
econonty

NAVEEN PATHAIK adequateflow of central re-

nomic indicators,
“Odisha has continu-

ously suffered since Inde-

pendenceonaccount of in-

sources, The state’s prob-
lems are compounded by recurring floods,
cyclones and drought, which play havoe with
the state’s economy,” Patnaik said.

He expressed concerns that even tilldate
about 2/3rd of the state was not covered by
any bank and asserted that for ensuring fi-
nancial inclusion, it wasnecessary tohave
atleastone branchof abank inevery Gram
Panchayat.

The CM requested the Union Finance bin-
istertoissue directions to the banks topro-
vide required logistics and manpowersup-
port foropening Brick and Mortar branch-
e5 inallunbanked Gram Panchayats as per
the schedule finalised by the State Level Bank-
ers Committee, the release said.

He brought to the attention of the Un-
ion Finance Minister that discontinu-
ance of Central Assistance for Key Area
Development Programmes including Spe-
cial Plan for KBK, Backward Reglon Grant
Fund and Integrated Action Plan for Left
Wing Extremism affected districts, were
severely impacting the most viulnerable
groups in the backward regions of Odi-
sha.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Health hazards of linking rivers

SIR, This refers to Sam Rajap-
pa'sarticle, “Interlinking
rivers". The plan has been con-
sidered under various nomen-
clatures, such as the Garland
Canaland Ganga-Cauvery Link
canal. Eminent academics and
administrators have rightfully
expressed fears over this mas-
sive, expensive environmental-
ly unsustainable scheme.

India has 2.4 per cent of
the world's land area, but it sus-
tains eight per cent of the
world's biodiversity Altering
the flow of rivers is not the best
way to protect our forests.
Much of our forest cover isdi-
minishing. Forests are a major
source for water systems. One
major example is the Western
Ghats where the forest cover is
dwindling and rainfall patterns
erratic. Some Chief Ministers
of the southern states are Keen
on linking rivers. Rivers in the
South are dependent on the
monsoon, while those in the
North are alsoreliant on the
meltdown of the Himalayan
glacier; but then, even the
glacial flows are not secure.
China reportedly proposes to
build dams and alter the course
of its south-flowing rivers. The
mighty Brahm aputra will be
the first river to be affected by
this alteration, involving India
and Bangladesh. There is
bound to be regional tension
over shared river basins. We
may inthe long run be left
with canals and no water flows.

The idea of linking rivers is
fraught with serious health
risks as well. If monsoons can
trigger water-borne diseases,
anextended canal systermn will
only make diseases endemic.
Water-borne and drug-resistant
diseases such as malaria, den-
gue, leptospirosis, schistosomi-
asis, chikungunya, typhoid,
and cholera are already a chal-
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lenge to public health. It would
be best to leave Nature alone;
we should take care of our
rivers by not polluting them.
Yours, etc., HN Ramakrishna,
Bangalore, 7 October:

ENDEMIC UNREST

SIR, Student unrest has
assumed endemic proportions

inIndia. Shyamal Datta, in his
article, “Education in a sham-
bles” (4 October) has expressed
concern over the political affil-
iation of student organisations
and has suggested certain
remedial measures to plug the
erosion of teacher-student
bonding. Regrettably most of
the institutions of higher edu-
cation in Bengal have been
turned into cradles for political
indoctrination. Indeed, student
polities is the sphere in which
Bengal leads from the front.
Though student elections in
most other states are low-key
affairs, it has traditionally
been a do-or-die battle here,
making a mockery of the
democratic system witha
‘might is right’ mantra.

The Chief Ministeris try-
ing to establish her writ
through some sycophants and

SOLAR ENERGY

SIR, Thisrefers to Shantanu Basu's two-part article, “The Solar Alternative”. Turning solar
glare into watts would be the perfect step for India in order to face the energy challenge. Solar
energy isasmart and clean source of energy India has abundant sunshine with an average of
2800 howrs of sunshine and even more in some locations. It can generate significant quantity of
power to meet at least its household requirements. Progress in solar and wind-power technolo-
gies have led to lower equipment prices, making clean and renewable energy competitive with
coal. Nuclear energy may be a short-term option, but solar energy is a permanent alternative,
Germany is a world leader in photovoltaic cells contributing about 6.9 per cent of its energy
needs. By collaborating with Germany, India can meet its needs in terms of illuminating our
vast rural areas. [t will also check the high cost of power lines. To cite an innovative use, Pak-
istan is harnessing solar energy to deliver clean drinking water in rural areas through the use
of an ATM-like card for the citizens to draw their daily quota. India too can adopt a similarsys-
tem to deliver not only low-cost power to our rural areas, but help improve public health as well.
Yours, etc., HN Ramakrishna, Bangalore, 17 October.
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vandals. In this dot.com era,
the role of teachers has become
somewhat limited, if not deval-
wed, with the availability of
ready-made answers and the
commodification of education.
The concept of ateacher has
also undergone adramatic
change. MrDatta has rightly
observed that growing disre-
spect towards the teaching fra-
ternity certainly reflects a
“breakdown of the socialhier-
archical order”.

Students in the 21st centu-
ry can hardly be expected to be
conformist and they may same-
times have reasons to be
agerieved over developments in
their respective institutions.
But they ought to draw a Laksh-
man rekfia while questioning
the actions of teachers. Howev-
er; in the name of ‘student
movement', the walls of a VC's
chamber are defaced with
posters and heritage properties
destroyed. I entirely agree with
Datta that the system of educa-
tion should be de-linked from
politics, education should be
free from government interfer-
ence and the autonomy of an
institution should be honoured
even though the government
has to bear the lion's share of
its expenses. But, unfortunate-
1y the teachers often fail to rise
above their political allegiance
~ paving the way for teacher-
student conflict.

Yours, etc., Indranil Banerjee,
Kolkata, 20 October:

e

.
LT ]

17



10/23/2015

, :DigitalEdition

mﬁw%wﬁﬁaﬁﬁ

« fehereti @ dee e

syt @ b
patrika. com

mqﬁﬁwmﬁq__w
1 ST 3T & e IR
# T o S A
SRR & 3l ot fie =
7g H THEMAT & S w1 A
T M) A H T F T
opl & e o 9 9 g
T wh| 15 e 7% |t
#19 @ e % =t fae 2
s wm wfawd
aariee I o = e g
aiftd & woE, =4 us e
1 el w1 STfeE o T
TR aa fF oafw e @
adl # FER e 8 e
el % fow @ o oo o
A T T 7% FEA *
foru weTEE E6lh

foarsren frar @
¥ig =t dt

g deen afgae w9l ow
Fletare Ma § G9ar o
faﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ}l@t%ﬂ‘ﬂiﬂﬁﬁ

d5igE v & e B W 3R afe o UE

#

T O O A I,
af e AT Hion Ue e
PRI w4 i W
wEE g w1 s forn
gt Tyaers A= o
an o S 3 a9 e
firet & sfm = ot 21 )

T wwe afzam o

http://epaper .patrika.com/c/6986546?show=print

UF O W O o % omy
farsett frft, of ¢ adwa
7H gam
-FHE HEE 9 W
aael # U e # sarn
afd &1 T
ame o und & weam |
TE F FEmT AN g
F I T4

17



10/23/2015

http://epaper .patrika.com/c/6986560?show=print

- - - =
TR & e b @ TR
SRR 3 TR v 557

@ ufaent. o =2 fetf
Tﬁgﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ'{tﬁ
® A% WEE R aEd o
STEF TRl B ST 3
o AT S e A
SN e e ) s i
15 fire % 7R % am |
= & o S g | S
AT JEE qE ST\ &
4 wad I @t ) i
g i w\E-TE #
FieAfd, WMAEUE, Foaes
mmﬂmﬁgiﬁ'ﬁﬂmgl
a1 fewdl # At e
W dmm faam 3 46
fiefnfer afty = =1 %1
alfter % =m o & aoE g
firrae and)

, :DigitalEdition

17



10/23/2015

- P e a1 — 8 = e e

e

, :DigitalEdition

2UIC cfiec

EEAL | ATLIRIE SRS LA SRRl R R

o Bt g . 3. 10,2015

AR Helel : FETYSl O ST afel, =i  fefsarct § 97 ot Stetfergra aftatsmu

ST Y Sereh, 2T FY A1)

ﬁaﬁrgardmaérﬁa@mrzaﬁ S eI T 2, mamaiaﬁaﬁaaaahgamaﬁgaaﬁérsﬁwaaaaﬁraa
uaaamégrﬂﬁﬁ%mn IS R B & BRUITE & & S8 a8 e 41 3@ siveied 3 &, & o e ol T
urel &1 gB1d e Fehetl & 3R el I8 SETd Sela 81G o BIl Ual o Adbdll &1 Biciich Tiiel of ST ol delia 3%l ol Jeaiel
foeen 2 ifeme 3ast a1 i 4R B2 4R @t Reieuslt ot e i e o1diR 27 ai & 2Rt SXee 3 Sona & fog aRa 2
o IR & 27 3BT Uedl # g Biel aiet! sietielel Ureicensit @i 318 e foreem uei g9 W FjRRl R 319 o WicHse. .

Tl T e
el e vl

& AR

&

% e Tevsan &9 1 (0

8w ford i o s

AW @ = §, el
s & fer =2 & s, 5
% forstell 2 oE o fom 1 g
T H 3300 TETHT S WA 1w
ate 5fn & waffis S=r w T
iy A Hm # FEe 550
Tereindies =1 4 wd ) =9 o d1 g
s Sy & HrEE e W
Fad 7 ofe s 529 & Wy
e T TG SEEE T8 w0,
T 2T S g SE I R
e o 7 #)
o1 e & A
=l ot A fefe & 1 i e
2w WA o See 59 w5 AT
ifenn faes w2 % G 4 e
i e wftdran & qeaa =)
TEETT | o SEE A T T
F o 1 siivemius o s
w3 o s e A e
w9 @ SR F s T w awE o
AN HE TE B T 6
A TE T SEE e
uftirern w s Ef e <
¥ fers ga o @A e
foeam % g  fasredt &t 9 T
# oW wE afes TR WM
s fawm & fem o #@mm
3wE =an ¢ e 28 oftEre w5
I .5 aTE ATl o #
F T WM 2.5 37 FRetane

FEd ¢ i aw T e #
fig # a1 7% Tw o e & A
e #1 T STerE G e
T 7% ¥, 99 ¥ e e A
SEE AT TEAE WA A A
@ faeret soma & o = 9 &=
TR A 0N = 9w
T = T A ST deRe
=1 s #1958 90 & vl
=T 1 s S T, 6
Tt werTe i wgars A F1 A
et ot =iferera Jra

fam w3 AfET =1 aniid,
gmfes i afts mee # o
< g Teredre wr = S e
It S8 SlfHEas SEoHTe & ol
¥ &t dreer &1 7l o= 5w swe
wfE e 1 S O

S R U8 A8 fp ol
AT e 3 e
uRE o Ry Ben &
3t criferon e

o A et g, IWaRE
o1 B 3k sieriesan
o 3 @ g

U F I S SR 5 e
# %1 7 Ty ey W e
SR = S T A ST £
S < A 5 EH & s o
Tl #1 e § 1 39w
AFEME | SEE AT wE
fasm = A % e T e T
S 5% Al ST B T
F1 wefoe dE % e W

http://epaper .patrika.com/c/6986574?show=print

oA T g e T § e
e fom = wAfe
| T T8 & I -
S S s S ] el o
At 39 feafag F =t =em =
=g w51 S 16 78 A1 # 6w we
# A wieaa § et oftee
aa"ra"‘a;tfaﬁu?rﬁ% ea'n:m%fm

fret 2= vl # ST T
F=ifrafin w1 gdifem =w
e, =R, nga?ra:nfﬁ:ﬁwfmqt
thﬁh‘(*@_‘rﬂ%l

Urelt 25 3UART IR IRBR

ST w9 OE % S9dm #5
ﬁmmémmn‘fmgﬁ%m
= T F e F Iudm #
P 1997 F1 @Y = WH W@
o # 1 e e A # o owE
T4 % W mE sfuw B9 vl
M Ed min i v = wa g,
TE TEE WA T TE AW W auE
gmélwmuggtﬁ%ﬂaﬁ
SAEERT TE TR S =
R o ol s e B
T = | TS e = e e
# o v T 1 T HA W A
o o wfew =9 T 0 T
e 1 za ofifeefa ¥ <9 o5 =%
T i T w1 O A g A e
TR T e A e wEA R
T W A wEE E A § g
sHd frgg ™€) o oF BN SEE
=1 & ynfieed 5 o

ﬁaﬁﬁma@rﬁmmﬁa’ma@r

|
3D TAR Uoiae

2 s Ry fime drtee -

| 7. dxaia mer2 dide -

1. gEEdrh e gt 3000 RTAR
2007, @0 & 38 10 A T
T % SRR R @ 6T

20 FRTEE
Figpa-2000, TR I B AP &
E

3. S dnR Reimdtee . 2700 FwTER
FHigpa-2010, 33 FIE B P =
B

4. THTAETH B1 Wt 120 FETEE
FG-20M, T 3 & Iuel & AR
1 IR

5. ¥ W g UeEe 780 30TEE
Fga200, R wu s = m
e @l TR

6. ergai ool -1 geee : 500 FeTaR
FHhge-20710, TR g @1 SR
700 FTEE
201, WY JEEf & ZauR

8. vemadA e 2 : 2 dved deae
8000 FmaR. Fepe-201, Glm wma
it R @ SR

9. pi P ERR UReE : 1750 FRTEE
FEGH-201, I Seiiar 380 !

10. rd g dvre - 500 FeTaE
i « 2013, WHiEi i @ SR
1. SoudEive defm doe . 3097 deTaE

Hpr-201, e B anh e

12. R e dE e 225 doTaE
Fgpa-2013, TieHiE 3EER @ ZauR

13, g At e « 1000 e
w201, wiei 3EERT @ Zaur

14, pEEd R R 1000 dRTaE
FHige-201, e 3EER & Zaur
| B e i R I AP o

12



10/23/2015 , :DigitalEdition
TEr=Tedl =1 309 TR S HR A S TEeR Tl ST R0 S ST ST R W | SEE i

1, Sel I 2. ggal stefsrszo 3. TE FERE
ﬂE[ Dl A =g i R T Tga gy S o =8 R 3 e R,
. B E OE sRE G | e Gk Ak oEe | oig it ik & el B
uic] dhc s Y AAOVm TR | B pamRdtmda® | e aede 2 B
& sl dee A@EE s =) TRTR @ e A B
-

http://epaper .patrika.com/c/6986574?show=print

12, SRR~ L WA LELAR) ol
Fhgp-201, THETiY 3R @ ZauR
16. yoqoddE et . 240 mTaR
Fep-201, TR JEERT @ ZauR

17. GRS 21 AR
FHhepe-201, TR JEER @ ZauR
(=h o de soTen e )

i, AL

22



10/23/2015

, :DigitalEdition

Tl UG Tl TSSO 4 DO,

doileet difofar » e 28t fiwd @ i, aied |ied gorna @l el

ﬁmﬁat%ammﬁubﬂﬁ

T Aveh AaEH

% farett @ ufret. firead vt
# TfoE a3 w1,
e 7@ % wifee o
130 S S 1 = =
#| Toirae St w1 e o 9
i et A e w # e
e, =, s ol w®
v o e W wm
e anfimfes w9 &
wefary Sitad= o H #
mﬁnﬁmﬁmmﬁml
fiream 3 T T2 T
T Tl § e B faa%
e 1 39 e w e
#) SF SEET et HEdy
feranatt o s = B

ﬁaﬂﬁfﬁﬁm T

qIATE A

firee 3 46 BoR & At

g i Al AR i s e
oA Ui U3 o @ I
ERT B | 2o amg, Fay, =,
ForE @ Ut ok Wi E | 5
1k O GioRI & 40 W
R kel 21

frert oor & @i wamERe
= a5 & i e 12,300
a1 F At TEe sieaEs
G 8| wotee di 3 oo
A T & e &

A1 T TAT T
50 oRg @of W 3 e Rrett
UBR 3 FeT @ gl ia & A
T TR ah B 33 el 3
A 3 oRt @ o FR gee A
5 m T 88 e 2
WRd, OF o 9| UEn o
MRETR o W B0 Rme
om oo # fiea o A

e B | 3R e oo 3
ki et e B R R o
TN 81 3 aoE AR B!
URpRIE MR &5 ¥ 3 iR
RO 3PRT 5 Fd B

o 3 13 Tl s o
il B 51 By 3w T B
5 femx 3 @6 @ O W
BIel 1 s A 0 gt 3 o
a5 chit &1 Rt Fum Saket
@l g & &6 Re & aearg
uRERE A 3. PR @
i gl

e o e Relide & R e o e ity oo e B 7 273, sl el ot e, o et 2 ol o 1. P el . R, g0, BT, e,

http://epaper .patrika.com/c/6986604?show=print

90D O .

17



10/23/2015 Environment activist writes to Modi for RRZ notification - The Hindu

NATIONAL » OTHER STATES

Published: October 22, 2015 00:00 IST | Updated: October 22, 2015 05:38 IST NEW DELHI, October 22, 2015

Environment activist writes to Modi for RRZ notification
o Akanksha Jain

In the backdrop of the NGT ban on construction on the Yamuna banks , Environment activist Manoj Misra of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan on
Tuesday wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking immediate publication of the draft River Regulation Zone (RRZ) notification before
India participates in the climate change conference beginning November-end.

Mr. Misra pointed at the delay in finalising the draft RRZ notification, which was started by the Ministry of Environment & Forests in 2002
on the lines of the Coastal Regulation Zone.

“This step was necessary not only to safeguard the river ecology, but also life and property of people who may unwittingly, and for lack of any
statutory prohibition, come to occupy the floodplains and then suffer its consequences,” Mr. Misra’s letter read.

Pointing out the recent flooding in Mumbai, 2008 deluge in Bihar, and the 2013 devastation in Kedarnath, due to rampant construction of
residential and commercial projects on the floodplains, Mr. Misra attributed those to the delay in RRZ notification.

In January 2011, after a building collapse, the then Environment Minister, Jairam Ramesh, had promised to notify the RRZ in two months.

“...the draft RZR notification after vetting by the Law Ministry is awaiting nod in the MoEFCC to become public for inviting comments. But it
appears that MOEFCC mandarins are busy preparing for the climate change conference in Paris and hence have little time for lesser
important things like the RZR,” he wrote in the letter.

“It is indeed a pity that the MoEFCC cannot see the integral link between RZR and climate change adaptation strategies and the fact that if
the RZR notification became public in advance of the Paris talks, India would have an opportunity to tender it as an example of its various
climate change commitments,” he said.

Printable version | Oct 23, 2015 2:31:11 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/environment-activist-writes-to-modi-
for-rrz-notification/article7791060.ece

© The Hindu
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: The Indian EXPRESS

Govt prepares for canoe event on Yamuna river

Written by MAYURA JANWALKAR | New Delhi | Published:October 22, 2015 2:14 am

Other events in the offing include a maha-aarti at Qudsia Ghat and cultural events. (Source: Express
photo by Oinam Anand)

Delhi will host its first Canoe Sprint Championship on Yamuna river from October 23 to 25, tourism minister Kapil Mishra said
Wednesday.

He said the event was conceptualised to showcase the “cleaner and brighter” side of the Yamuna.

“From the point that the Yamuna enters Delhi till Wazirabad, the river is very clean. So of the 48 km, the stretch of 26 km is clean
and about 22 km is dirty. But nobody talks about the cleaner side. We focus only on the dirtier side and spend crores of rupees on
cleaning it,” said Mishra.

The three-day canoe championship is among a series of events Mishra has planned to bring people back to the banks of the
Yamuna. Other events in the offing include a maha-aarti at Qudsia Ghat and cultural events. “We will earn money from the cleaner
side of the river and use it to clean the dirtier side. When people see the clean side, it will give them a vision about how the dirtier
side needs to be changed. We want every Delhiite to come to the river front and will do all that is necessary to ensure that,” Mishra
told The Indian Express.

Sources said the government will hold the Yamuna maha-aarti on November 13 and priests from all religions will be invited to offer
a Sarvadharm Prarthana.

After the first maha-aarti, it will continue on a smaller scale every day, the sources added. The government will, however, ensure no
flowers or offerings are thrown into the river, in compliance with National Green Tribunal orders, the sources said.

According to the sources, more than 50 students have been receiving training from a BSF coach and boats have been provided by
Delhi tourism.

“It will be a professional championship. The winners will be given medals,” said Mishra.

Copyright © 2015 - The Indian Express [P] Ltd. All Rights Reserved
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10/23/2015 Sept temp signals 2015 may be hottest year on record

Sept temp signals 2015 may be
hottest year on record

Greenhouse Gases, El Nino To Blame

The Times of India (New Delhi edition) - 23 Oct 2015 - 20 - Justin Gillis

Global temperatures are running far above last year’s record-setting level, all but guaran-
teeing that 2015 will be the hottest year in the historical record — and undermining political
claims that global warming had somehow stopped.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the American agency that tracks
worldwide temperatures, announced on Wednesday that last month had been the hottest
September on record, and in fact took the biggest leap above the previous September that any
month has displayed since 1880, when tracking began at a global scale. The agency also an-
nounced that the January-to-September period had been the hottest such span on the books.

The extreme heat and related climate disturbances mean that delegates to a global climate
conference scheduled for Paris in early December will almost certainly be convening as
weather-related disasters are unfolding around the world, putting them under greater political
pressure to reach an ambitious deal to limit future emissions and slow the temperature in-
crease.

The immediate cause of the record-breaking warmth is a strong El Nino weather pattern, in
which the ocean releases immense amounts of heat into the atmosphere. But temperatures are
running so far ahead of those during the last strong El Nino, in 1997 and 1998, that scientists
said the records would not be occurring without an underlying trend caused by human emis-
sions of greenhouse gases.

“The bottom line is that the world is warming,” said Jessica Blunden, a climate scientist
with NOAA, in Asheville, NC. She pointed to measurements in several of the world’s ocean
basins, where surface temperatures are as much as three degrees Fahrenheit above the 20th
century average, a substantial increase when calculated over such large areas.

“We’re seeing it all across the Indian Ocean, in huge parts of the Atlantic Ocean, in parts of
the Arctic oceans,” Blunden said in an interview. “It’s just incredible to me. I've never seen any-
thing like this before.” The combined effects of El Nino and greenhouse warming are already
roiling weather patterns worldwide, probably contributing to dry weather and forest fires in In-
donesia, to an incipient drought in Australia and to a developing food emergency across parts
of Africa, including a severe drought in Ethiopia. Those effects are likely to intensify in coming
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months as the El Nino reaches its peak and then gradually subsides.

The record-high warmth of 2014 and 2015 has undermined the idea that the problem of
greenhouse emissions had somehow solved itself, though some US politicians repeat their
claims. Climate scientists have not wavered in their view that long-term temperature increase
poses profound risks and emissions must be brought under control.
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