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No flood threat nowin
Arunachal,Assam: China

CHINA ON MONDAY said the flood sit-
uation in Yarlung Tsangporiverhas
~ “returned to normal”after it posed a
. threat to India's northeastern states fol-
lowing the formation of an artificial
lake created by alandslide in Tibet.
- Chinaalsosaid itwill continueto share - -
. theflood datawith India. People living
. alongthe banks of Siang riverin Arun-
achal Pradesh were moved to safer plac-
esafter China informed India about the
landslide,which occurred on October
17,blocking Yarlung Tsangporiverin
Tibet leading to the formation of the
artificial lake.Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal on Saturday had
also directed authorities in districts ' ;
bordering Arunachal Pradesh to “rem- '
ain alert” for possible flash flood and
take all possible steps to preventany
major catastrophe.The Yarlung Tsa-
ngpo riveris known as the Siang after it
enters India at Arunachal Pradesh from
the Tibetan region andis called the
Brahmaputra once it reaches Assam.
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Mahadayi:
Centre
A declines Goa
" plea for ASG
to fight its case

PANAJIL: The Centre has de-
clined a request from the Goa
government to have Addi- : _
tional Solicitor General At-
maram Nadkarni appear on ' -
the latter’s behalf before the
Mahadayi Water Disputes
Tribunal.

The tribunal is currently
hearing a dispute between
Goa, Karnataka and Mahar-
ashtra on sharing the Maha-
dayi (Mandovi in Goa) water.

Goa government had, in
August, filed a disobedience
application against Karna-
taka before the tribunal for
injunction against the latter
diverting Mahadayi water to
the Malaprabha basin.

Goa Chief Minister Mano-
har Parrikar had then written
to the Centre for theappoint-
ment of Nadkarni to fight the
state’s case. o

Ina communication, dated
October 19, to the Goa gov-
ernment, Union Minister for
Water Resources Nitin Gad-
kari said, “It is to state that
the Central government is
a neutral party to the river
water disputes among the

: : party states and, therefore,
2 e it would be inappropriate for
AR Y the Central government to
permit Additional Solicitor
General to represent a par-
ticular state for inter-state

river disputes.”

Nadkarni has been repre-
senting Goa beforethe tribu-
nal since 2012.
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Inurban U.P, 87% of waste from toilets goes to rivers, farmlands’

Study by Centre for Science and Environment says if more toilets and septic tanks are built without sewer systems, it will swamp the State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SPEC] Monday, argues that building  that half of all emptying  population still defecate in

NEW DELHI

While urban Uttar Pradesh
has an 80% coverage of toi-
lets, inefficient sanitation
systems ensure that almost
87% of the excreta being gen-
erated by these toilets is be-
ing dumped in waterbodies
or agricultural lands, accord-
ing to a new analysis of 30 ci-
ties by the Centre for Science
and Environment.

“With 2019 just round the
corner, the number of toilets
and onsite sanitation sys-
tems being built in the State
are all set to increase expo-
nentially - if not managed
scientifically and sustaina-
bly, the amount of faecal
sludge that these new toilets
will generate will swamp the
State,” said Suresh Rohilla,

programme  director  of
waste and wastewater man-
agement at the CSE.

'\ The report, released on

more toilets will only worsen
the environmental, sanita-
tion and manual scavenging
situation, unless sewerage
connections increase from
the current 28% of house-
holds in the 30 cities stu-
died. Onsite sanitation sys-
tems — such as septic tanks
or pit latrines — are far more
prevalent, and are used by
47% of households.

Manual scavengers

Without a sewerage system,
the effluent from the septic
tank, along with greywater
from the kitchen and bath-
room flows out into storm-
water drains and open
drains or nullahs. The faecal
sludge, on the other hand,
has to be periodically emp-
tied from the septic tank,
either manually or mechani-
cally using vacuum trucks or
tankers. CSE’s analysis found

work in these cities is done
manually, despite the legal
prohibition of the employ-
ment of manual scavengers.

“As there is no designated
site for disposal, the emptied
faecal sludge ends up in
open  drains/nullahs/open
fields, which eventually lead
to polluting the Ganga and
other rivers and surface wa-
ter bodies,” said the report.

Over a six month period,
researchers mapped excreta
flow diagrams for 30 cities
divided into four clusters by
population.

In cities with a population
over 10 lakh, such as Luck-
now, Kanpur and Agra, the
sewerage system covers 44%
of the population. However,
only 28% of that wastewater
is safely treated. A third of
the population is dependent
on septic tanks connected to
open drains, while 4% of the

the open. Overall, 44% of the
waste generated is safely
treated and managed.

Worse in small cities

The situation is much worse
in smaller cities. In cities
with a population between
five and 10 lakh, more than
70% of the population is de-
pendent on tanks connected
to open drains, and only half
of them would actually qual-
ify as septic tanks. Of the five
cities in this cluster, only
Jhansi has a designated dis-
posal site. Overall, only 18%
of waste and sludge is safely
managed.

In cities with a population
between 1.2 lakh and five
lakh, only 9% of waste and
sludge are safely managed,
while in the fourth cluster of
cities whose populations are
less than 1.2 lakh, that figure
drops to a mere 4%.

Untreated sludge

A very high percentage of faecal sludge is disposed of without treatment in various cities in
Uttar Pradesh, an analysis by Centre for Science and Environment shows. Graphs plot the
amount of faecal sludge generated and the percentage treated in 30 U.P. cities

50 lakh
91"/; ffsludge i;_ % Kaﬂgur Luckoow 889 of
unsafely managed in Agm sludge is
201Lakh | Gities with 1.2-5 lakh (\ .3 unsafely
population () managed in
. Meradabad g
10 lakh ) bt . orags cities with
! - . sidl \ >10 lakh
5 lakh g s populanun
] b Jhansi P
= e 91% ufsludge IS = r
3 2lakh unsafely managed in ‘
Iy thetei
S Amroha cities with 5-10 lakh _‘5‘
&1 lakh Baiﬁ;p population («) Ml \}J |
I 3 s
50,000 |, 3 B
e 96% of sludge is unsafely i
€ managed in cities with
20,000 |Saidpur <7, (akh population (<) [ A
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COMPILED BY: THE HINDU DATA TEAM  SOURCE: MANAGING SEPTAGE IN CITIES OF UTTAR PRADESH ;j
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VILLAGE Lost 15 IN CYCLONE ASKS WHhHY DIDN'T GovT WARN Us?

SAMPADPATNAIK & ﬁr’),
GAJAPATI, OCTOBER 22 X

“AMOUNTAIN collapsed on me
last week,” says Pramila Behera,
45. Running a few feet behind
her husband and five-year-old
son who, like many others from
the village, had taken shelter in
a mountain cave as they fled
Cyclone Titli, she saw the cave
collapse as soonas they entered,
instantly burying them.

Close to two weeks after
Cyclone Titli ravaged southern
Odishaand north coastal Andhra

state S GAJapau district, remains
inshock. On the night of October
10, 15 people, mcludmg three
children, were buried alive in the
cave as the cyclone mggered a
landslide. The death toll ACT0SS
thestatestoodat52, i
In Manikapatna, a mere six
kilometers down the mountain
village of Baraghara, are privately
owned pucca houses and com-
munity buildings, including a
building of the Odisha Forestry ;
Sector Development Project, a
primary school anda church. Yet,
villagers say, none from the; OV~
.ernmentalerted them of thecy-
clone or moved them to these

thatstood ngchance against the
cyclone.

“We didn’t know a cyclone
would hit us. Nobody told us,”
weeps Jagabandhu, a 64-year-
old villager. “Why did no one
from the district administration
warn us?”

The wind that day, he says,
was like a “cruel God”, “As it
grew fiercer, it started tearing
down houses. My wife and |
used a rope to tie ourselves to a

* brokenwalland prayed through

the night,” says Jagabandhu,
adding he was thankful that his
son was in Bhubaneswar when

Pradesh; Baraghara village, in
Gangabada panchayat in the

‘ Odisha village 1¢ >

Management Authority, coastal Odisha is cat-
egorised asa ‘very low hazard’ zone for land-
slides, But disaster management officials in
Odisha say the categorisation — which is
based mostly on landslides triggered by melt-
ing snow, such as in the Himalayas, or areas
thattraditionally recejve severe rainfall, such
as mtheNcrﬂleast needsto beupdated con-
sxdenng severe ramfall and cyclones are in-
creasingly frequent in coastal Odisha.

Dr Biswanath Das of BITS Pilani, who re- *

places from their kutcha houses

Cyclone Titli claimed 52 lives in Odisha earlier this month

¥

searches cyclones in Odisha, says that while
the state government evacuates lakhs of peo-
ple every time there is a cyclone, it doesn't
necessarily “identify and safeguard vulnera-
ble populations” while doing so.

This year, the state government evacu-
ated 3.5 lakh people before Cyclone Titli
could make landfall.

In Das’s earlier research, he had pomted
outthat warnings about cyclon 4
‘beyond attitude of scientific

Hna /
semination to being a user-driven warmng

service. with social science knowledge”.

Citing an example Dash says t:hat when

the administration: 'sends out a warning to
people in “low lying areas” to evacuate, they
- don'ttakein consideration that “thevastma-
jority of people in this country do not have
any ideaabout the altitude atwhich they live”.
Last Wednesday, Chief Minister Patnaik

visited Gangabada panchayat and an-

nounced that the state would carry an ex-
tensive vulnerability mappxgg exercise “in
hilly and difficult regions”, He also increased
the ex-gratiato those affected from Rs 4
lakh toRs 10 lakh.

the cyclone hit.
In 2013, the BJD government

led by Naveen Patnaik had re-
ceived praise from the United
Nations and World Bank for evac-
uating nearly 10 lakh people just
before Cyclone Phailin hit the
state. Thistime, the state’s Special
Relief Commissioner declared
immediately after the cyclone
had dissipated that the govern-
ment had achieved “Mission
Zero Casualty”. But as reports of
death began coming in from the
state’s southern coastal districts,
with the Baraghara incident
sending shockwaves, the state
government came under fire
from the BJP and the Congress. .

While the Gajapati district
administration was notavailable

for comment, a high-ranking of-
ficial from the Office of the
Special Relief Commissioner,
Odisha’s highest disaster man-
agement authority, conceded
that the state should have pre-
pared a vulnerability map on
populated areas thatare likely to
experience landslides. “While
there are Government of India
guidelines on mapping land-
slides, we did not prepare sucha
map because Baraghara-like in-
cidents have never happened
before in the state,” he said, re-
questing anonymity.
According to the Home
Ministry’s National Disaster
 CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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AI‘tlﬁCIaI 'lake.
! China says no
‘4ﬂood threat

: 0T

| +to normal” after it posed

: athreat to India's north-

| eastern states following s
_ ‘theformation of anartifi- TR

| Peoplelmng ;ong the
=,:banks of Siang river in
Arunachal Pradesh were
_ moved tosafer places after
China informed India about
. the landslide, which
- occurred on October 17,
 blockingYarlungTsangpo
. miverinTibetleadingto the
formation of the arnﬁaal
lake.
‘Assam Chief Mmlster
| Sarbananda Sonowal on
~ Saturday had also direct-
ed authorities in districts
bordenng Arunachal
. Pradesh to “remain alert”
for p0551b1e flash flood
nd take allpossﬂ)le steps

““The Yarlung Tsangpo

river is known as the Siang

- after it-enters India at

- Arunachal Pradesh from the

Tibetanregion andiscalled

~ the Brahmaputra once it
- reaches Assam. :

“By October 20, therlver

. section of the barrier lake

. hasreturned tonormal. We

- willkeep close monitoring

- of the landslide situation

- and maintain close com-

e munication and coopera-
renglE tion with the Indian side
- through the existing chan-

nels,” Chinese Foreign

‘Ministry spokesperson

Hua Chunying told a media
. briefinghere.

She said the Chinese . -

* hydrological department
- hadinformed India about

the situation immediate-

ly after the landslide and
~ also launched the emer-
| gency reportmg mecha—
Faism. o0
“Up to October 22 we
- have provided seven bits
. ofhydrological information

and 110 bits of statistics.
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“ tions to the Clean Ganga Fuj
CGF )'since 2015, totallin,

I rmanon (RTI)ACL ;

ccordmg tothe CGF's official web51te, thé
dis “open toall —domesticas well asinter-
ional (NRI &PIO)" When the CGFwas es-
blished, the Ministry had said that it would -
> set up “with volunta1y contributions from
dentsofthe countryand NRIs/PIOsand oth-
ers tohamess their enthusiasm to contribute
el non of thenver Ganga"

govemmenfdepamnents,gov’emrn’eht
E ganisations, public sector undertakin ngs”:
" ceived during 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-1 8and
| 2018-19 (till September30) added up toRs 1
i 16349 crore, or86 42 per cent, of the total : a. cleared by th Uni
contribution. ; LG bmet on eptember 2014,' and'»c’c‘ms
- Therecords show that pnvate organisa- managed by the
ns conmbutedRs 19.54 crore, or 1032 per: Natlonal M1551onforC1 an Ganga
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