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Course correct

Greater Citizen Participation Must For Not Only Reviving The River But Als

Risha.Chitlangia
@timesgroup.com

New I)é]]ﬂ: Even though

rivers are revered in India, .

urban planners believe that
cities are turning their backs
on them. Experts say plans
to develop the Yamuna river-
front should be complement-
ed by efforts to restore the
natural ecosystem and in-
crease citizen participation
in maintaining it.

Globally several  cities

have revived waterfronts
and created public spaces
around them. “We should
set an example for the en-
tire world by reviving the

D
Pointing to a growing
disconnect between the
river and the city, many
urban planners say
development plans
along the riverfront
here are ill-conceived.
They cite efforts |
worldwide to involve
the peopleinthe |
redevelopment
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river in a natural way,” says
Manoj Mishra of Yamuna
Jiye Abhlyaan.

Mishra warns against
erecting concrete structures
along the river. “These will
compromise the natural
role of the floodplain. Do we
want a beautiful canal in the
city that gets overwhelmed
by the next big flood, ne-
cessitating huge spends On
flood-control infrastruc-
ture,” he asks.

Pointing to a growing

Globally, several cities
have revived waterfronts

1011 NCC

and created public spaces
around them to reclaim the
waterbodies. There's plenty

L

. » Encroachments

» Untreated sewage being

» Rampant illegal construction

India could learn from them
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disconnect between the riv-
er and the city, many urban
planners say development
plans along the riverfront Sandy, for example, New

here are ill-conceived. They

cite efforts worldwide to in-
volve the people in the rede-
velopment. After hurricane

York started work on the

TS il -

Big U project to address the
city’s vulnerability to coastal
flooding. It plans to construct
a natural barrier that will
double up as a public space

A3. 700

released into the river
» Dumping of construction
waste on the banks g e i ARG
“WHATNEEDS TO BE DONE® S 1w v GLOBA .
» Detailed mapping of the | to establish Some cities which have, or are reworking, their waterfronts in a natural way
river and its precincts hetween the river and - o
eople of the cit Stgapore » New York»
» A study to assess the peop y ‘Marina Bay A 360-hectare devel :
damage done over the » Policing of the arina Fay ectare development Big U It was planned
years and how it can be cverfronts designed to §eamlessly extend Singapore’s after hurricane
ostored _ downtown district and further support the city- Sandy to address the
| » Plantation to restore state’s continuing growth as a major business - city's vulnerability to
» Stop concrete | the ecosystem and financial hub. It is carefully planned and ‘coastal flooding. The
development on riverfront | . pevelop cycling and provides an environment-friendly, state-of-the-  planis to develop a
» Create public realms walking tracks art and people-friendly space to people 10-mile protective
- R il g ) | system that protects
. “‘["’ R acst ) e T4 Seoul’ the city from fioods
¥ gt ool | Cheonggyecheon Stream Restoration project and storm water and
The stream was revived by demolishing an also provide public
elevated highway. The aim was to re-introduce  realms as per the
nature to the city and promote a more eco- needs of the city’s
friendly urban design diverse community

where people can sit, cycle
and enjoy the nature.

Neerja Tikku, professor
at School of Planning and
Architecture, cites Singa-

-

ded to save Yamuna

o Restoring Ecosystem

pore’'s Marina Bay area as
an example of how water-
fronts can be developed as
public spaces. In her hook,
“Repositioning  Watertront
Settlement”, Tikku stresses
on reviving the watertront
through design solutions, but
in a natural way.

Tikku says there is a need

_to re-imagine and restore the

waterfronts in such a way
that it becomes relevant in
the current times. She high-
lights the problems at wa-
terfronts in Varanasi (Gan-
ga), Mathura (Yamuna) and
Srinagar (Jhelum). “A visit 10
these sacred precincts is a dis-
piriting experience, The river
is dying a slow death and so
are the cities that once boast-
ed of a coherent skyline. It’s
about time we give the river
back to the city,” says Tikku.

In 2003, Seoul undertook
a major initiative to rein-
troduce nature to the city
It decided to demolish the
elevated highway that was
constructed over the Cheong-
gyecheon stream. .

Fxperts say before plan-
ning any restoration project,
there is a need to map the riv-
er and its precincts. Asserting
the need for a topography sur-
vey, PK Das, a Mumbai-based
urban planner, says it’s impor-
tant to know the natural eco-
logical settings to assess how
much of the wetlands have
been disturbed. “Restoration
or conservation work should
establish a close relationship
between the natural area and
the people. Several cities In
the world are working on de-
veloping waterfronts to revive
the natural conditions. Big U
in New York is one such pro-
ject,” he says.
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- Mild wmter

3
- Covering L., YIS

| Neha.Madam@ﬁmeSgrqup.cnm ?

Pune: Most parts of Indiaare
likely to witness a mild win-

ter this year with higher- -

than-normal average tempe-
ratures in November, Decem-
ber and January, the Met offi-
cehaspredicted. -

In its seasonal outloak for
south Asia, the India Meteo-

rological Department (IMD)
said average temperatures
- during theseimonths could be

above normal by 0.5 to 1 deg-
ree celsiusinindia.

The forecast of above-nor- .

mal temperatures comes de-
spite weak La Nina condi-
tionsinthePacificOceanthat
are usually associated with

 severe winters in India be-

cause of greater influx of
cold air over the northernre-
gion. But this winter may be

different, said officials.
,  'This, however, doesn't me—l
"an that winter would be uni:
' formly mild in all regions of
~ the country. The analysis sho-
~ wed that warming over cen-
. tral India during November-

January would be slightly less

" than in other parts of the co-

untry, but average monthly

+ temperatures are likely to be
. warmer than normal here too.

The computer model used

~ for the analysis forecasted
; monthly precipitation

and

- Afghanistan,
Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, Pa-

temperatm'e for four months
— Octﬁber, November and De-
cember 2016, and January 2017
— averaged over the eight so-

uth Asian ccruntrles — India,
“Bangladesh,

kistan and SriLanka.

The forecast showed the
average monthly temperatu-
re in January 2017 may beabo-
ve-normal by 1 degree celsius
in India and between 0.5 and
0.75 degree celsius in Novem-
ber and December.

Though thereasonsforabo-
ve-normal average temperatu-
res remain unclear, experts ci-
ted global warming as one of
the p0351ble causes. “The war-
ming signal has been observed
over several years now. The

- winterof 2015turned outbequ-

ite warm, but the current sea-
son mayhot bethat warmas El

 Nino, which caused the war-

ming, d1581pated earlier this
vear,” aMet official said.
“If the approaching win-

" ter remains slightly warmer,
" one can also expect a reduc-

tion in fog intensity,” he said.
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