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to settle Yamuna row

| SC Tells Chief Secys To Meet With Centre
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AmitAnand.Choudhary
- @timesgroup.com

.~ New ‘Delhi: Taking excep-

'; each other for the ongoing
dispute on sharingof Yamu-

tion to chief secretaries of
Delhi and Haryana blaming

' na waters, the Supreme Co-
urt on Monday directed

them to sit together with se-

cretary of Water Resources

Ministry of Centre to sort

outtheirdifferences.
. Incomplianceof theapex

. court’s order, chief secreta-
~ries of the two states perso-

nally appeared. before a

. bench of Justices Madan B

Lokur and Deepak Gupta

. and raised their grievances

of water-sharing and their
differences ontheminutes of

ameetingheld earlier.
Additional solicitor gene-

‘ral AN S Nadkarni, appea-

_ring for the Centre, also rai-
sed objection tofailureof two
top bureaucrats of the states
to amicably resolve their dif-
ferences and pleaded the co-
‘urttogrant themanother op-

_portunity to sit together to

“sort out the issue. “They sho-

uld have sorted out themsel-

 Haryana assures supply till May 15

aryana government officials have assured thatthe water

supply obligations would be met till May 15, incompliance
with the Supreme Court order to sort out the water sharing
issues. However, the status beyond that still remains unclear,

~DJBvice-chairmanand AAP MLA from Sangam Vihar, Dinesh
Mohania,toldT0L. - -~ .

“Haryana CStold us that t"h'ey are commiftéd forthe water
supply,as perthe quota, till May 15 and after that they will

“reconsiderthe matter. But that will be the peak time, when

demand will be highest,” Mohania said. DJB officials asked the
chiefsecretary to keep the status quo till monsoons but sofar no

.commitment was made. “The top bureaucrattold us thathe did
- nothave the mandate to give such assurances. May be thg
- decision needs a political backing,” Mohaniaadded. Tnn

ves instead of makingallega-

tions in court. They should.
sit together and sort out the
_problem,” he said.

~ The ASG said the chief se-
cretaries can sit with Union
water resources secretary to
sort out dispute on Yamuna
water-sharing. Agreeingwith
the ASG’s proposal, the court
asked them to sit together and
talkina “cordial” atmosphere
and come out with an amicab-
lesolution by April 27.

“The  Haryana govern-

° ment also assured the court

that it would continue to

- supply water to the national

capital and the amount of
water would not be reduced
till the next date of hearing
on April 27.
. The court was hearing a
plea filed by Delhi Jal Board
accusing the Haryana go-
vernment of disobeying the
-apex court’s1996 order direc-
ting the state to release 450
cusecs of Yamuna water dai-
1y to Delhi for drinking pur-
poses. The Board told the
~ bench that Delhi was facing
an acute water crisis owing

to shortage in supply of wa- .

ter by Haryana and pleaded
the court to,intervene.

P ——— .
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freshmeetingonwat

- Tugofwarbetween states overYamuna watersupply 2 olr A

IANS
NEW DELHI, 23 APRIL

he Supreme Court
on Monday asked
Chief Secretaries
of = Delhi .and
Haryana to hold fresh meet-
ing with the Union Water
Resources Secretary in’
"cordial atmosphere” to
discuss theissues relating
to the ‘supply of Yamuna
river water here. :
Justice Madan B. Lokur
and Justice Deepak Gupta

asked the Chief Secretaries, i

presentin court, to hold the
‘meeting on Monday itself
ontheissue of water shar-
ingbetween the states and
posted the matter's next
hearing on April27. .
On April 19, the bench
had sought the presence of
the Chief Secretaries of
Delhi and Haryana, after it
was. told by the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) that it hasnot
been receiving sufficient

‘water from Haryana.

: During*the hearing,'the
Chief Secretaries of both the

_States were present in court

and said a ‘meeting was
held but raised the issue on
the minutes of meeting.

Delhi's Chief Secretary

told the court that they had

notagreed on the aspect’

of withdrawal of cases

filed by the Delhi gov-
-ernment against Haryana

on the water issue but it

-was recorded in the min-

utes that the issue was

~agreed upon.

-~ The Chief Secretary of
Haryana said the minutes
of the last meeting were

MR Chronicte

koaj (Bind)

Nai buniye (Hindi)
The Times of Indiz (A)
Blitz

correctly recorded.

- Hearing the issue, the
bench said: "What should
be done now? Do we need

to have CCTV cameras
installed to see what they
have said in the meeting?
All of them are senior offi-
cers. Are we reducing our-
selves to this stage?"
.~Additional Solicitor
General N.S. Nadkarni,
appearing for the Centre,
told the court that both

- Delhi and Haryana should
sortit out and they should

‘have a fresh -meeting. to
deliberate on the issue.

~ Haryana's Chief Sec-
retary said they had start-

ced releasing water to Delhi
from April 2 itself and

~water was being released -

.as per the agreement.
However, Delhi's Chief
Secretary said Hayana had
-reduced the Yamuna water
‘supply to Delhi leading to
a severe water crisis in
the capital. /

tohold
erissue

. With Delhi facing a
- water shortage, the DJB
~had moved the Supreme
~Court seeking directions
. to Haryana to release ade-
-quate water to the

Wazirabad reservoir, alleg-
“ing that one-third of the
- Yamuna water supplyhad
‘been reduced. :

_ The petition filed in
‘the apex court sought
instructions to Haryana to

“supply 450 cusecs of

potable water daily to

<Delhi as agreed upon

. between the states.

“Haryana was supplying

-to Delhi only 330 cusecs °
"-of water daily as against
450 cusec per day, the
“DJB petition said.

"Delhi is in the midst
of an acute water crisis
owing to stopping of sup-
ply of water by Haryana in
the Yamuna, which is
meant for drinking pur-
poses in Delhi," the plea

stated. I
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Strangling the ¢
source of Narmada

(\:D\

. WILFUL DESTRUCTION The Narmada was once holstered by seven perennial

Gayatri Jayaraman

= gayatri.jayaraman@htlive.com

How did Amarkantak, a town once lush
with perennial rivers, streams, tributar-
ies, wetlands, even swamps, atan eleva-
tionof1,048m, come tobesodry astonow
fear forest fires?

Several factors, some of neglect and
wilful destruction, have contributedtoits
dryingout, namely: mining, impaettothe
bauxite substrata, deforestation, con-
struction, sand mining and rampant
water pollution. Everythingthat dries uj
the source contributes. .

Thetrajectorytopoorriverhealth has
taken aturnin thelastfivetosixyears.

In April 2012, researchers Nidhi Gupta,
Pankaj Pandey, Jakir Hussain studied
the ‘Physico Chemical Evaluation of Nar-
mada river water at Kalghat in Madhya
Pradesh’.

The study found Narmada water safe
for domesticand irrigation purposes.

In2014, the Central Pollution Control
Board found the Narmada polluted in
stretches from Garudeshwarto Bharuch
inGujarat; AND Mandla toBheda Ghat,
and Sethani Ghat to Nemawarin Madhya
Pradesh. Itnoted that utilization of water
resources was at a low 23% and that
despite over drawingof ground water and
salt water incursions, the Narmada,
amongstotherriversinpeninsular India,
had asurplussupply of water.

In2015, the Biological Oxygen Demand
(BOD) level in the river was found to be
7.1mg (permissiblelevelsare 3mg).

By 2016, with untreated sewage from 52
cities being dumped into the river, Prof
Mukesh Katakwar, of the Department of
Chemistry, Govt PG College, Pipariya,
Hoshangabad, in his study of Narmada
river water published in the Interna-

tional Journal of Chemical Studies was
observing that the poor Dissolved Oxy-
gen levels (DQ) indicated: T

quality of Narmadariver maynotbeina
position tosustain the aquaticlifeand not
suitablefor using domestic purpose”.

Themoretheriver water reduced dur-
ingthenonrainy seasons, thegreater was
itspollution.

The Madhya Pradesh Pollution Con-
trol Boardtlﬁsyearbeganinstal)jngreal-
time water quality testing facilities at
Omkareshwar, Bhopal, and 14locations.
Whilethe Water Quality Index Report for
Feb2018 markstheriveras ‘satisfactory’,

itomitsmentionsof MPN index (ameas--

ure of bacteriological content) between
Narsighur and Nemawar, only discreetly
markingitsas ‘B’ category of the bureau
ofIndian Standardsafterthe confluence
ofthe SPMnallah. Since 2017, the MP gov-
ernment hasbegunamonthly andannual
monitoring of the water intheriver.

Afundamental change hasbeentothe
temperature of the river according to a
January 2017 study by Utpal Bhaumik of
the Central Inland Fisheries Institute
(since retired). The main cause would
appear to be the dams on the river and
other developmental projects. The pro-
Jectsand thedams havealsoaffected silt
levels. Catchment denudation caused
high silt contents in the run-off waters
andtheriver, increasing chloride values
increasingin the lower plains (615-3248
ppm)because of the decrease in freshwa-
ter dischargefrom upstream. This would
slowly begin to alter the ecological bal-
anceoftheriver. Thesourceholdingsta-
bleisthelast thingkeepingthe Narmada
from completeimbalance. Now, even that
isunder stress.

Theestimation ofhow much ofariver
comes from base flow component (the

sources of water feeding into her apart from wetlands. Now, only one remains. -

amount of ground water flowing into a
river where the watertableintersectsthe
streambed), hasmany variables. For the
Narmada, itis estimated to be 20-to 22%:;
60% ofitisrainfed. Once there were seven
supportingriversfeedingin tothesource.
The Narmada firstrises out of aspring
nowhoused by atemple known as MaiKi
Bagiya, in Amarkantak.
- Theriverisworshipped 5kmaway, at
the Narmada kund, from where she
gushes forth after travelling under-

_ ground. But untouched by worship or
. ceremony, thereal source of theriverlies

inaspringthatisnowavillage well.
Now operational only in the mon-

soons, it used to be a perennial gush of

water thatsplitinto two streams: the Sav-

_itririver, swerving left to what remains

nowofthealgae-ridden Savitrireservoir,
before it fed into the Narmada. And the
Son, which travelled right. Locals who
have filed applications before the NGT
have donethe groundwork. From appli-
cant Sanjay Tiwari toaretired forest offi-
cial, Virendra Kumar Mishra, professor
of environmental sciences at the neigh-
bouring Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University, localsadhus and saint, elders
and others, the origins of the other rivers
that fed into the source of the Narmada
have been mapped and documented for
over 20 years, from when it was first
warned they were goingtodry up.

The Gayatririver is also bound by a
brick wellmarked by asmall orange tem-
ple. Such was the gush that when S.D.
Khare was Secretary (Judicial) to the
Government Home Department of the
thenRewa, Vindhya Pradesh,in 1952, he
erected adam to containits waters. The
dam still stands, but contains nothing
morethanapuddle of water. Thesource
of theKapildharariver, known more by

MAIN CAUSES OF THE MALAISE e

' Culling of mother species

= Remnants of the Gayatri river during sumr

the waterfallon the river’s course, along
with the Arandi river has also disap-
peared. In the ridge behind the Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Corporation’s resort,
the careless construction of a road has
cemented and tarred thesite of the natu-
ralspringthatgaveriseto the Amravati
river in one direction and the Vaitarni
riverinthe other.

Behind the Narmada kund, where a
canal wasbuilt to connect the flows of the
Savitri and the Gayatri, is a trickle of a
gutter, accumulating the residue of the
pilgrim influx.

Themostthrivingsource of water, and
the only one that now backs up the Nar-
mada, lies within the ASI’s Kalachuri
templecomplex—known locally as ‘surya
kund’ or ‘brahma kund’. All the others
only come intoexistence during themon-
soons. And theseareonly therivers that
performingastipporting roletothe Nar-
mada, seven more springing from this
sametowntosuppert the Son, apart from
the Johila river, which run in different
directions. For therest of the yearridges
inthesoilremain totell theirtale.

It’sbeenanenvironmental battle this
town hasbeen fighting since 1986. When

Bauxi i Ren : i KCS Acharya was Chief Secretary of MP
xite M ni"g conﬁmﬁ.i oy b Removal of ecosysteny T in1985(t01988), he fileda comprehensive
A primary cause for Rampant concrete Onkar Gosw B localsteflofa = | reportoffactorsimpacting thezone, from
the disturbance ~ | constructionand wasfirst posteda 3 townfilledwith its jurisdictional divisions to theimpact
that KCS Acharya @ theexplosionof _ayoungforest .- " jamuntreesripe - ofmiving, -
pointed out s === population feeding | officerforten with plump frujt; ‘Onthegf)asis ofit, in 2000, Amarkantak

bauxite mining,
most commonly
found in basalt rocks, and a primary
raw material for aluminium.

In 2014, responding to a petition

“=ssseel  off diminishing
resources. Around Independence,
the town was home to just above .
200 families. Today it is 1,952

households and 8,416 people. .

that the Narmada were lined
witha grass variety known as

-~ yearsintheregion
in1982 and again in 2000. In his.
early stint, he says, he observed -

neem, mango, sal,
peepal, and palash. None remain
now. With the plantationof
mono-cultured forests, two impacts
have occurred: one is many planted

wasmarked asabiospherereserve, more
toattracttouristsand buy intothe buzz of
‘ecotourism’ rather than out of any real
needtopreserveit.

D v . Sl e el ke A NaST wEEn e M
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This report also became the basis of
Sanjay Tiwari’s petition filed tothe NGT

INONIE Mhicmran fallae 3L - ™

filed by the Narmada Khand
Swabhiman Sena, the NGT observed
that landscape plans presented

far minine icanmamn ceimea aat st

trees have not survived, and
secondly, there are no young trees
inthe faract mactlacinn At #a -

Moba. Moba is a varietal of coastal
grass that s formed out of algae
andatype of sea weed that arows

According to the MP Tourism
department of the 15.05 crore
d'omestic tourists that made it to

L e 0 o)
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the waterfall on the river’scourse, along
with the Arandi river has also disap-
peared. In the ridge behind the Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Corporation’s resort,
the careless construction of a road has
cementedand tarred the site of the natu-
ralspringthatgaverisetothe Amravati
river in one direction and the Vaitarni
riverintheother. .

Behind the Narmada kund, where a

canal wasbuilt toconnect the flows of the
Savitri and the Gayatri, is a trickle of a
gutter, accumulating the residue of the
pilgrim influx.

Themostthrivingsource of water,and
the only one thatnow backs up the Nar-
mada, lies within the ASI's Kalachuri
temple complex—known locallyas ‘surya
kund’ or ‘brahma kund’. All the others
only come into existence during the mon-
soons. Andtheseareonly theriversthat
performingasuppartingroleto the Nar-
mada, seven more springing from this
same town tosupport the Son, apartfrom
the Johila river, which run in different
directions. For therest of the year ridges
inthe soil remaintotell theirtale.

It'sbeenanenvironmental battle this
town has been fighting since 1986. When
KCS Acharyawas Chief Secretary of MP
in1985(t01988), hefiled acomprehensive
reportoffactorsimpacting thezone, from
itsjurisdictional divisions to theimpact

-of mining.

“Onthebasisofit, in 2000, Amarkantak
wasmarked asabiospherereserve, more
toattracttouristsand buy into the buzz of
‘ecotourism’ rather than out of any real
need topreserveit.

This report also became the basis of
Sanjay Tiwari’s petitionfiled tothe NGT
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= Remnants of the Gayatri river during summer.

Itis necessary to understand

that the river Narmada has
aunique position geographically,
ecologically and environmentally
apart from having an economic
impact on the lives of the people

of the region
JUSTICE DALEEP SINGH, in his NGT judgment
TSI

have been formulated. But report after
report of findings have lain unactioned,
some members claim.

The intended refashioning of Amar-
kantak into a ‘mini smart city’ now has
locals worried that it willinvoke rampant
construction and influx without imple-
mentation of even prior NGT orders.

Tounderstand theriver’sdeclineitis
important to go into what has disturbed
the source. The man léading the battle

chargeagainstthe Madhya Pradeshgov-

ernment for over adecadehasbeenJus-
tice Daleep Singh, atthe NGT, inresponse
to PILs by concerned social organisa-
tions, religious groups, and the ABVP.
His judgements are also the only place
where the larger picture of minor interde-
partmental responsibilities and lapses
come into picture. Respondingtoacom-
bined four petitions on the subject of pol-
lutioninthe Narmadain November 2017,
Justice Singh observed:

“Itisnecessary tounderstand thatthe
river Narmada has aunique position geo-
graphically, ecologically and environ-
mentally apartfrom having an economic

rashtra. ... the eco-system of the Nar-
mada valley the Vindhyan mountains of
Amarkantak which ensuresa perennial
flow intotheriver needstobe preserved
atall costso that we ensure the perennial
flow of water into the river”

The Narmada basin extends over an
area0f98,796sq. km. Theriver flows west-
wards over a length of 1,312 km before
drainingintothe Arabian Sea. Theaver-
age annual rainfall in the basin is 1178
mm, 90% of whichisreceived duringthe
monsoon months (June to September).
Situated in a core earthquake zone, the
Narmada lies in a rift valley formed of
basaltic flows.

About32% ofthe basinisforested, 45%
beingthenetsownarea withanaverage
croppingintensity of135%.

The source sits in a ridge made of
basalt rock, which has water retaining
properties thatitthenreleasesthrougha
dripmechanism. Hence, thetown’s water
tablewasalways high. It hasnow dropped
by 30% at source. In 2017, Madhya Pra-
desh received 27.69% less than average
rainfall affecting 97% of the Narmada’s
catchmentarea.

Thisyear hasseen the lowest availabil-
ity of water with the Narmada Control
Authority peggingit at 14.66MAF.

EvenasGujarat writestoMadhya Pra-
desh demanding more water bereleased
as per the water sharing agreement,
giventhattheoriginal agreementdidn’t
take into account future population
growth, here’s the open secret no one’s
thought to factor in: governments don’t
get to decide how much water the river
hastogive, theriver does.



