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‘No deal with Pak onindus row’

WorldBank falteredona SO|Ut|0n toIndusWater Treaty asPak voiced concernsoverkKishenganga

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 23 MAY 9,

heWorld Bank failed
toarriveatan agree--
ment with Pakistan

on a way forward to
address Islamabad’s con-
cerns regarding the Indus
Waters Treaty with India.

A senior Pakistani dele-
gation, led by Attorney Gen-
eral, Ashtar Ausaf Ali, met with
Kristalina Georgieva, World
Bank Chief Executive Officer,
and theregional management
for South Asia over the past
two days,

During the meetings, held
at Pakistan’s request to dis-
cuss issues regarding the
Indus Waters Treaty and
opportunities within the
treaty to seek an amicable res-
olution, “several procedur-

File photo: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurating
Kishenganga project.

al options” forresolving the
disagreement over the inter-
pretation of the treaty’s pro-
visions were discussed, the
bank said in a statement.
“While an agreement on the
way forward was notreached
at the conclusion of the

The Indus Waters Treaty is a
profoundly important Inter-
national agreement that
provides an essential coop-
erative framework for India
and Pakistan to address cur-
rent and future challenges
of effective water manage-
ment to meet human needs
- and development goals

WORLD BANK

meetings, the World Bank
will continue to work with
both countries to try and
resolve the issuesin anami-
cable manner and in line
with the treaty provisions,”
it added.

“The delegation of the
Government of Pakistan also
shared with the Bank their
concerns about the recent
inauguration of the Kis-

hanganga hydroelectric
plant,” the statement said.
Last week, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had inau-
gurated the 330 MW Kis-
hanganga hydroelectric pro-
jectinJammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan had protested the ~

inauguration.

“TheIndusWaters Treaty
is-a profoundly important
International agreement that
provides an essential coop-
erative framework for India
and Pakistan to address cur-
rent and future challenges of
effective water management
to meet human needs and
developmentgoals,” the bank
said.

Asasignatoryto the treaty,
the bank’s role was limited
and procedural, it noted.

“In particular, the rolein
relation to differences and dis-

putes is limited to the des-
ignation of people to fulfill
certainroles when request-
ed by either or both parties,”
the World Bank said.

At the conclusion of the
talks, the World Bank said it
remained committed to “act
in good faith and with com-
plete impartiality and trans-
parency” in fulfilling its
responsibilities under the
treaty, while continuing to
assist the two countries.

Islamabad had beenrais-
ing objections over the design
of the 330 MW Kishangan-
ga hydroelectric project, say-
ingitwasnotinline with the
criteria under the Indus
Waters Treaty between the
two countries. But India says
the project design was well
within parameters of the
treaty.
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1 howdoyou viewthe sectors

| ASSESSING THE four years of |
| the NDA government and his

- ministries, NITIN GADKARI,

© Union Minister for Road

Transportandﬂlghways Water
: ~and
_ Rejuvenation, says that in 48
. months the government has

; ;'jdone10t1mesmoreworkthan %
- what the Congress could doin

8 years. Gadkari spoke 1
SHEK. & DASTIDAR and

~ youareinchargeof?

 Some works are complete :

- while some are startmg One
project that gives me a lot of

B happmessxstheDelhx -Mumbai

- highway in which we have
saved Rs 16,000 croreinlandac-
quisition. Instead of the Delhi-

Ahmedabad-Surat-Vadodara- .

~ Mumbai alignment, we have
fixed alignment of Delhi-Jaipur-
 Alwar-Sawai Madhopur, and
then Madhya Pradesh and
_Gujarat to reach Mumbai. With'
this, we have brought down the
cost of land from Rs 7 crore per:
hectare toaround Rs 801akh per
hectare.Works worth Rs 45,000
crore on this highway will start
in15days.

Will this ever coxiie true,or
are theyjust dreams?

- Ganga

dreams. Today I have issued

- workordersoffive packages re-
~ lated to this project betwee
- Vadodara and Mumbai. By

December, the entire

; bemﬁﬂlsmngAllpro ects,
 the Zojila pass tunnel (in J&K)
have been executed with much -

lowercostWehavesavedm )

12 percent of the costin

ects through execution.

~ Zojilatunnelalone hassaved
.~ 1600 crore. All these projects
- are transparent, corruption-
- free, andtlme—bound i

How didyou untlogthe
highways sector whenyou

tookcharge?
- There were 403 stalled proj-

- ects,wortharoundRs 3.85lakh. -
- crore. We took 22 Cabinet deci-

sions in which we got the help
of the Prime Minister and the
Finance Minister. [ remember

taking marathon meetings,

from 10 am until midnight. I sat

- withthem and solved eachand

every problem. Today the num-
ber of stalled projectsisnextto
nil, and we saved Indian banks
from (incurring) around Rs £
lakh crore of NPAs.

Are thereno NPAs inthe
sector?

- AllNPAsrelated to the high-

ways were from older times.

Nitin Gadkari never spins-

We have in fact increased the
income of banks.... See the share

markets, how stocks of all com=

panies engaged in the sector are
doing so well. We have taken

Cabinet decision fo terminate

45 projects, re-tendered some
projects and even loaned
money to some through NHAL

We had to terminate the Delhi=-

Dehradun project — the con-

 tractor could not work, there.

were alotof prob_le\ms,,v

The motorvehicles.

amendment Bill got stuckm ;

RajyaSabha.
What can I do? It went to

the Standing Committee, Select

Committee; before thata com-
mittee of transport mimnisters
from 20 states endorsed it... but

‘Yamuna project got stuck

ey-(opposition) jt
itbe tabled mRAJya Sabh

“In Inland Waterways, t

cause of the Natmnal 1

Itis dcm.e The workls

schedule. Delhi to Meerut will ¢

. Arunachal Pradesh (Dhol

Sadiya bridge connecting
AssammthAmnachalPradesh
stands erected. In Arunachal

Pradesh alone, worksworthRs |
3 lakh crore has started. &K |
we are building the Zojillapass |
- tunnel for Rs 6,000 crore. The | -

UDAN schemehas started, bt
1ettramxs cormng

What wﬂlbe on top of your
prioritylistin the lastyear?

Cleaningthe Gangaremam% ~

my topmostpnonty now

ByMarch 2019 wﬂltherebe
_ anyprojectontheGanga = |

thatwillbeasuccess?
There are 200 Gangacle n-
ing-related projects.By March-

- end 2019,70-80 per cent ofthe

Ganga wﬂl be clean.

be(covered in)40-45minutes-

from present four hours. It will -
be completed by December or
maximum March next Year

How do you rate YOUF own
~ performance, and that of
the government?

I don’t claim that we have

~done 100per centwork.ButIdo -

say thatthe amount of work the |
Congress did in 48 years, we '
have done 10 times more in48 |
months. Work on the Bihdr ©

package anid Kashmir package |

But the country has been

hearmgtheseclalmssmce o
- longand nothing happens.

. Iwillgiveyoualist of projects.

linviteyoutogoand inspecteach

one.Tendities are responsiblefor -

70 per cent of the pollution load
* onGanga. InKanpur, seven proj-

ects are underway, five in
Varanasi, 11 in Patna.. goand see
for yourself. Of course, all thxs
work will take time. :
FULL INTERVIEW ON
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Dark clouds over the Eden Gardens on Tuesday afternoon.

Picture by Sanat Kr. Sinha

Rain relief
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 disrupts

- flights

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Alipore: Thunderclouds that
formed in districts to the north
of Calcutta emptied them-
selves in the city and delayed
as many as 31 flights on Tues-
day afternoon.

The strong winds that usu-
ally accompany summer sho-
wers in the city was missing
on Tuesday.

“Rain might return on
Thursday. But even if it does,
the weather will be extremely
sultry during the sunny phas-
es because of high levels of hu-
midity,” a weather depart-
ment official said.

The weather delayed the

departure and arrival of 31
flights. Seventeen of the flights
were outgoing. :

A SpiceJet flight to Banga-
lore, in which chief minister
Mamata Banerjee was travel-
ling, was supposed to take off
at 5.10pm but could only leave
at 5.57pm, an airport official
said.

“The disruption continued
from around 5pm to 7pm. A
few flights operated during the
brief periods in between when
the conditions improved,” the

offfcrarsar.
The dark clouds that trig-

in the districts to the north of
the city, an official in the Ali-
pore Met department said.

“That is why the clouds
were the tallest over Dum
Dum. The cumulonimbus
clouds blocked the sunrays,” °
the official said.

Tuesday’s maximum tem-
perature was 34.6 degrees Cel-
sius, one notch below normal.
But the weather was sultry,
like the previous three days,
because of high relative hu-
midity. o

The conditions improved a
bit around 1pm when dark
clouds started covering the
sky. Around three hours later,
it poured.

The Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Alipore recorded
just 4mm of rain but some
pockets received more. The
Calcutta Municipal Corpora-
tion’s drainage pumping sta-
tions in Palmer Bazar and
Dhapa recorded 11.18mm and
9.4mm, respectively.

“A cyclonic circulation
over east Bihar and adjoining
sub-Himalayan Bengal is
pulling moisture into the city
from the Bay and creating con-
ditions favourable for thun-
dershowers,” said Sanjib

aepaly &k

BandyopadtyEy;
rector general, India Meteoro-
gered rain in Calcutta formed logical Department, Calcutta. =~

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )



Rain causes widesp

dama in parts of

Treefalls

on auto, kills
Infy staffer
in Mysuru
BENGALURU: Rains caused
widespread damage in the
state. Hailstorms lashed
Gadag and Betageri towns in
the early hours of Tuesday,
causing extensive damage
to property. However, there

have been no reports of loss
of life. :

Tree branches fell on some
houses in Gojanuru village
near Lakshmeshwar, dam-
aging many houses. In some
cases, huge hailstones fell on

cement roofsheets, which

were broken to pieces. Scared
residents ran out of the hous-
es, along with their children.
Electricity poles were uproot-
ed, leading to power disrup-
tion.

Incidents of rooftops being
blown away were reported
from elsewhere in the district
too. Roadswere flooded due to
overflowing drains in Gadag
city.

read

DEECup MERALD
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Residents struggle after the roofsheets of a house were bl
(Right) A check-dam overflows at Uttangi in Hoovinahadagali taluk of Ballari district. o+ PHoTOS

More than 40 electricity
poles were uprooted due to
strong winds and hailstorms
in villages of Hosapete taluk,
Ballari district. Tanks have
been filled in these villages.

Agriculture fields were
inundated with rainwater in
many places due to rain and
thunderstorms in Davangere
district. Losses to paddy farm-
ers have been put at Rs 41.98
lakh.

The deputy commissioner
has promised to provide com-
pensation to farmers affected
by the showers.

The water level in River

Tungabhadra in the taluk has
risen by 4.6 feetin the last few
days, Revenue department of-
ficials said.

Awomansoftware engineer
from Chennai died as a tree
got uprooted and fell on an
autorickshaw inwhich she was
travelling in Mysuru on Mon-
daynight.

Police said the tree got up-
rooted due to the heavy rain
and high-intensity winds.
Revathi (25), an employee of
Infosys in Chennai, had come
to Mysuru onja project of her
dompany. She was supposed

o report tp her office on

......................................................................................................

ownawa

Wednesday and hence, she
was bound for the railway sta-
tion on Monday night to catch
atraintoChennai. The mishap
occurredon KRSRoadin front
of the ESTHospital.

Showers were reported in
many places of Hosadurga
taluk in Chitradurga district.
Uprooting of electricity poles
led to power outages.

Aheavy downpour on Mon-
daynightthrewlife out of gear
in Hoovinahadagali taluk of
Ballari district.

There have been rains on
alternate days in the taluk in
the last one week. Agriculture

S ta t é &

Vv in wind at Gojanur in Lakshmeshwar, Gadag district.

activities have intensified in
the taluk. Water bodies have
been filled up.

Rain lashed Kalagi and

incholi taluk in Kalabura-
gi district in the evening. As
many as 10 electricity poles
were uprooted in the town.
Heavy rain accompanied by
gusty wind lashed Chincholi
taluk on Monday night, caus-
ing damages. Plantain crops
were destroyed near Kallur
Road in the taluk. As many as
50 electricity poles were up-
rooted due to rain and winds
in the taluk on Monday night.
DH News Service

(1euusayd ) npuiH ayy

(yJedipueyd ) aunquy ayy

(‘eieyjoy ) ydeadajay ayy

(requiniy ) eipuj Jo Sawiy ay|
(neyemno ) aunquil wessy ayy

(ledoyg ) |eatuody) [es3uad
( peqesapAH ) jed1uoayd ueddaqg ayl

=,
%)

(1

(1y]

| ) 126212 DAULPLe

ad

Sawll] UeISNpuUIH

)

( nunj8uag ) pjieaH ueooag}u/\

Heltie IRzl Dl [leidlelle DIl 1 Kh

Z]
.

'f‘{:,

Bl[5[5=

F
e

=]
=

Jo|le
Enee)

Clllie PB3|




o - :
ST &L}} . P BIrARTREd STATATY 9F F TARIRIA AT/ S1E DFE=El QTHI7
Hindustan Times ( Delhi ) L/TﬁAssam Tribune ( Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearlq ( Bengl;:ru )b i
SFAATIT SIS ( Teeet ) The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Ch.romcal ( Hy| eraba
The Tribune ( Chandigarh ) The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical ( Bhopal )
The Hindu ( Chennai ) feegedme ( uee )

Photo; Hiranya Kumar Barmwn

‘Even the railway tracks got - past couple of years, citizens are wary
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