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RELIEF Regions that received good
rains include Maharashtra, Odisha,
Rayalaseema and coastal Andhra
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NEW DELHI: A long dry spell,
which sparked back-to-back
drought, has officially ended
with the monsoon rains drench-
ing some of the worst-affected
areas this week.

Parched regions that received
good rains over the past few days
include Rayalaseema, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, north-interior
Karnataka, northern Madhya
Pradesh, parts of eastern UP,
Odisha and most of Maharashtra.

Last year's dry spell was trig-
gered by India’s worst monsoon
in six years, which was 14% below
normal. The drought shriveled
crops, denting sugar, pulses, rice
and oilseeds output, among other
crops. Farm incomes took a hit,
impacting demand in other sec-
tors of the economy.

“The main drought-hit areas
have got their first full monsoon
rainfall this week, ending the
drought. Soil moisture levels and
sowing are improving,” a farm
ministry official said.

For instance, Maharashtra’s

Marathwada region, a cotton
belt, recorded 40% deficient rain-
fall by the time the 2015 monsoon
season ended. Eastern UP was
worst with 47% below-normal
monsoon. Paddy-growing north-
interior Karnataka’s deficit was

LAST YEAR'S DRY
SPELL WAS TRIGGERED
BY INDIA'S WORST
MONSOON IN SIX
YEARS, WHICH WAS

LTINS

29% . Karnataka was one of the
first states to declare a drought
in September last year.

At the end of last year’s wet
season, 39% of the country’s
area ended up with deficient
rainfall, 55% received normal
rainfall and 6% received excess
rainfall.

According to information
given in Parliament, 266 districts
in 11 states declared a drought
and central assistance of 13,497
crore was approved for relief.

Beginning this week, the rain-
bearing system activated over
some of the driest parts, covered
most of the country barring four
states and made up for the delay
by penetrating Uttar Pradesh
slightly ahead of time, but the
initial delay has meant the rains
were still 18% deficient.

The rains have resumed over
southern states, such as Kerala,
after their usual pause.

The next surge should see
the rains move into Delhi,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Pumab
towards June-end.

The Met has forecast heavy

precipitation over the fourto five
days, which should bridge the
rain gap significantly |

A heavy rainfall warning has
been sounded for Friday (June 24)
for eastern Uttar Pradesh, parts
of West Bengal, Sikkim, coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.

On June 25, heavy rains
are predicted for Konkan and
Goa, coastal Karnataka and
Uttarakhand. On June 26, three
northern states — Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand -— will get the
heaviest showers since the mon-
soon’s start. Summer sowing
of rice has picked pace in most
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The rains surged

into northemn states
quickly this week, after
being sluggish for a
while. A fresh mon-
soon-boosting weather
> pattern, Madden-
Julian Qsdillation, is
expected to deliver
heavier rainfall in

the second-half of the

. monsoon. Atthough
remains 18% deficient
due to its slow initial
progress. The Met has

predicted surplus
" rainfall this year.

southern and eastern states, the
official added.

The rains are vital for Asia’s
third-largest economy as they are
an important source of drinking
water, power generation and agri-
culture. Two-thirds of Indians
depend on a farm-linked income.

A monsoon-boosting wind-

cloud weather pattern, known as
the Madden—-Julian Oscillation,

one which sweeps the tropics

and dramatically enhances
precipitation, i8 likely to push
to the monsoon into a surplus
state i July. ‘
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avy rainfall in the northern hill town of Barog near Shimla on Wednesday. The
nt has issued a heavy rain alert in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh in the

- mext 48 hours. (PTI)

Fog envelops the mountains after he
Indian Meteorological Departme
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Guwahati: Assam was hit by
a second wave of floods on
Tuesday, a week after the
south-west monsoon arrived
in thenortheast on June 14.
‘More than 9,000 people
have been affected till
Wednesday, the Assam State
. Disaster Management  Au-
- thority said. The affected dis-
trictsare Lakhimpur, Dhema-
ji and Karbi Anglong where
29villages have been inundat-
ed. More than 2,000 hectares
of crop area have been flood-
ed, the disaster management

- authority added. More than
+-8,000 people have been affect-

ed in Dhemaji district alone.
This eastern district, located

on the northern bank of the
Brahmaputra along the foot-

hills of Arunachal, isusually .
the worst flood- hit district ev-

ery year.
In Karbi Anglong distriet,

the Dighalpani river has

breached an embankment in

‘the Ok-Kereng area, Thelives

of around 200 people across

four villages in the district

havebeen affected ‘The disas-
ter management authorlty
said the Brahmaputra is flow-
ing above the danger mark at
Nematighat in Jorhat dis-
trict. The Dhansiri 1s also
flowing above the danger
markatN umaligarh, Golagh-
at. The first wave of ﬂoeds in
April affected nearly onedakh
people and killed nine. |
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BENGALURU: In just three
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ISTRSSE BY DOWN PR ShOppes struleto walk on the wateriogged Meenakshi i in Shivajinagar on |
Wednesday. Plastic covers come in handy for commuters at the Shivajinagar bus stand. bH PHOTOS

City gets 5.8 mm rain in three hours

likely to occur at many places

hours, the city on Wednes-  gar flyover. over all the districts of North
day received 5.8 mm rain- IMD officials state that Interior Karnataka and over
fall and HAL airport 7.2 south west monsoon has cov- remaining districts of South
mm. ered the whole state and south Interior Karnataka. They have

According to India Meteor- interior Karnataka and coastal also forecast thunder showers
ological Department (IMD) of- Karnataka are experiencing over coastal Karnataka for the
ficials, the city and HAL air- good rainfall. next 48 hours.

port upto 5.30 pm had
recorded rainfall as ‘trace’ (be-
low 0.1Imm).

However, the city received
5.8 mm and HAL received 7.2
mm rainfall by 8.30 pm. Kem-
pegowda International airport
recorded 5.2 mm rainfall upto
5.30 pm and Yelahanaka sta-
tion 19.6 mm.

BBMP call centre staff said
that there were no complaints
received from the public till
9.30 except water stagnation

it ieiientee e ————— |

The IMD has forecast rain
and thunder showers over the
city and state for the next 48
hours.

The officials have forecast
moderate to heavy rain very
likely to occur at most places
over all the districts of coastal
Karnataka and at many places
over Kodagu, Shivamogga,
Chikkamagaluru, Hassan dis-
tricts of south interior Kar-
nataka.

Light to moderate rain very

Chaos on roads
Motorists struggled to make
their way through traffic as
rains lashed the city. |
A traffic police officer, wh
was monitoring the traffic con-
gestion across the city said,
“The rains caused havoc, as
traffic congestion was wit-
nessed in the central business
district area, Mehkri Circle,
Ballari Road, Hebbal, Outer
Ring Road near Marathabhalli,
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Bellandur, Electronics City,
Madiwala junction, Vijayana-
gar, Magadi Road, Nagarb-
havi, Race Course Road, Se-
shadripuram and surrounding
areas.”

“Apart from rain, the other
reason for traffic congestion

are bad roads. There are sev-

eral potholes and no proper
outlet for water to drain out.
All this leads to stagnation of
water on the road, affecting
traffic. Also, vehicles get stuck
in water-logged areas and
break down causing even
more traffic snarls. Traffic was
paralysed at the Tin Factory
junction near KR Puram for
more than an hour due to wa- ;
ter logging,” added the officer.
DH News Service
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KODAGU/DAKSHINA KANNA-
DA, DHNS: Moderate rains
lashed parts of Mangaluru on
Wednesday evening. With
stormwater drains clogged,
rainwater was overflowing on
the roads, resulting in water-

logging.

In the last 24 hours, Dakshi-

na Kannada district received
an average of 39.9 mm rainfall.
This includes 53. 3 mm in
Belthangady and 40.8 mm in
Mangaluru.

On the other hand, the in-
tensity of sand erosion 1n-
creased in Ullal coast. Mo-
gaveerapattana, Kotepura,
Kaiko, Subhashnagara, Ki-
leriyanagara, Ucchila and Ta-
lapady areas are bearing the
brunt of sea erosion.

A woman was washed away
in floods at Puttur village of
Udupi on Tuesday night. The
deceased is Suchitra (25). She
was returning home after her
work when the mishap oc-
curred. The Udupi district has
experienced an average of 67
mm rainfall in the last 24
hours.

Drizzle in Kodagu
Though the southwest mon-
soon has been active in differ-
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Though mon

n has just commenced in coa

Ullal of Dakshina Kannada dist

Wednesday. DH PHOTO / GOVINDRAJ JAVALI

ent parts of Karnataka, Kodagu
district has been experiencing
drizzling for the last one week.
The district has been depend-
ing on the rain for agriculture
activities. Farmers are worried
over the delay in advancing of
the monsoon.

In the last three years, by
June 20, Kodagu district was

experiencing the highest rain-

fall. However, this year, even af-
ter 10 days of monsoon hitting
the coast, the rain has failed to
advance further in Kodagu dis-
trict.

Talacauvery and surround-
ing areas have been experienc-
ing only mist for the last 15 days
with drizzling. In fact, the Ta-
lacauvery Sangama at Bhaga-
mandala was flowing to the

_ stal region, sea erosion has already started in
rict. Huge waves have started to lash the shores. A view on

—
'l-: |-. { i j;r""ﬂ ! . . I .-‘ . }x‘- g .
."!-‘___ rat ..'_- .'-it'i e i:#

brim, last year during the cor-
responding period.

The district had recorded
755 mm rainfall from January
till June 22 in 2015. However,
this year it was only 342 mm
rainfall. Compared to last year,
the district is facing 50% less
rainfall till date.

Meanwhile, it rained heavily
in Shivamogga district.
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Basavaraj Havaldar

MANDYA: For the second time

tmc feet of water. The present
storage is 3.75 tmc feet. While
the inflow to the dam was 6.79
cusecs on Wednesday, 1t was
13,469 cusecs, the same day
last year.

In 2015, the water level had
not touched the 110 ft mark.
Hence, the Irrigation depart-
ment released water for only
one crop in the district, to

. -- W’,t ..:. 0 |t

Depleting water level in KRS raises concern

A

angtals Water level

next few days, it may spell
trouble again.

If water in the KRS dam
does not reach to its maxi-
mum level this year, farmers

in the decade, the water level Ol1 J une 22
in the Krishnaraja Sagar
Reservoir (KRS), in Sriranga- YEAR WATER LEVEL
patna taluk, Mandya district, 2007 67.30ft
has depleted to 70.95 feet, 2008 102.85 ft
ringing alarm bells among the 2009 72.20ft
2 people. e
™ The water level had plum- igﬁ g;gg:
5 meted to 67.30 ftin 2007 and - '
c;i’ this year (2016), the water lev- S B 2012 72.70 Tt
el as on June 22 is 70.95 ft. S 2013 78.70 ft
(z The inflow into the dam is usu- S5 o e 2014 76.00 ft
s  allymore by J}lne and it is not o o - | 2015 80.40 ft
{1 the case this time. g g b S e 2016 70.95 ft
The maximum water lev§1 Py P EEE M i R — IR
™y of KRS damis 124.80 ftand it A view of the Krishnaraja Sagar reservoir in Srirangapatna |
r has the capacity to store 49 taluk, Mandya district. oH PHOTO

there was no drinking water |
problem for Bengaluru, My-
suru, Mandya districts as 3.75
tmc feet of water was available
for use.

Speaking to Deccan Herald,

Mandya has been declared avert drinking water crisis. As will be affected again. Basavraj, Executive Engineer,
as a drought-hit district for aresult,sugarcane cropsdried ~ More than 110 farmers had KRS, said, as Kodagu and sur-

three years. Even though the
water level was low during
those years, it had not plum-
meted to this year’s low.
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up, causing huge losses to
farmers. |

It is feared that if the inflow
to the dam does not rise in the

committed suicide in Mandya
district last year. However, of-
ficials of the department of
Water Resources claim that

rounding regions have not re-
ceived rains as expected, the
water level has gone down.
DH News Service
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Lightning, showers claim

57 lives in Bih

PATNA/LUCKNOW: At least
102 people were killed and
several others injured in in-
cidents of lightning and
house collapse in different
parts of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar in the last 48 hours.

According to reports, about
57 people, including women
and children, were killed in Bi-
har in the last 24 hours, while
at least 45 people died in Uttar
Pradesh, which was lashed by
heavy rains in the past two
days.

The casualty figures could
go up in Bihar as the Disaster
Management Department has
sought reports from the district
magistrates of the 16 affected
districts.

The maximum number of
deaths in Bihar were reported
from Bihta, around 40 km
from Patna, where lightning
killed 5 people followed by 2 1n
Naubatpur and 1 in Danapur.
All the 3 places fall under Patna
district.

Four deaths were reported
each from Nalanda, Bhojpur,

Kaimur, Rohtas, Aurangabad

and Purnia. Katihar and Sa-
harsa recorded 2 deaths each.

“An ex-gratia of Rs 4 lakh
will be given to the kin of the

ihar alone

victims.” said Principal Secre-

tary of Disaster Management
Vyas Ji here on Wednesday.

e Deccan Hearld {

The Deccan Chronical
Central Chronical { Bhopal }

“Patna recorded moderate

rainfall of 17.2 mm. It was Pur-
nia which received maximum
rainfall at 83.7 mm,” said a Met
department official here,
adding that the state is likely to
witness heavy rainfall in the last
week of June. Though this 18
not the first time that lightning
has claimed so many lives in Bi-
har, in recent times this will be
arguably the first instance
where more than 50 people
have died in less than 24 hours
due to rain/lightning through-
out the state. According to re-
ports, 23 people were killed af-
ter being struck by lightning in
Varanasi division alone.

DH News Service

R A TR

w of cracks in a field ;
where lightning struck dur-
ing monsoon rains in Naubat-
pur in Patna on Tuesday. PTl

Bengluru )
( Hyderabad )
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Monsoon in city
by Monday?
onsoon 1s likely to hit

\1 Delhi by Monday, a day
or two ahead of its normal
onset date of June 28, the
Met officesaid on Thursday:.
Good rains are predicted on
Sunday and Monday P 3

Mo

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After pre-mon-
soon showers earlier in the
week, the capital could get
the real deal in the next
three-four days. The mon-
soon 1s likely to hit Delhi by
Monday,aday ortwoahead of
Itsnormalonsetdate of June
28, the Met office has said.

“A circulation is forming
in the Bay of Bengal. It’s ex-
pected to develop into a low
pressure system, move inla-
nd and push the monsoon in-
to Delhiand areas of east Ra-

jasthan, Haryana and Pun-
jab,” an India Meteorologi-
cal Department official said.
(Good rains are predicted
in the capital on Sunday and
Monday, which should bring
relief to Delhiites from the
muggy heat of the past few
days, though occasional
showers have prevented tem-
peratures from rising above
thenormal range.
Thenorthernlimitof the
monsoon currently lies alo-
ng the fringes of west UP
passing through Surat, Rat-
lam, Jhansi, Lucknow, Deh-
radun, Una and Jammu.

Other conditions too are
ripe for the monsoon’s ad-
vance, the official said.

An east-west line of low
pressure, called a trough, cu-
rrently runs from north Ra-
jasthan to Manipur across

SUMMER RELIEF

UP, Bihar and Bengal. It’'s a
characteristic of the mon-
soon season and help bring
rains into the region.“In ad-
dition, an upper air cyclonic
circulation over south Kon-
kan coast could also bring in
moisture from the Arabian

;;;;; [T — ' T

nsoon to reach in 4 days

Early Arrival Likely Due To Circulation In Bay Of Bengal

Sea,” the official said.

Ailded by three surges till
now, monsoon has made
good progress despite hit-
ting the country eight days
later than the normal date of
Junel.

Ason Thursday, the mon-
soon was 17% below normal.
The deficit stood at 25% in
the first half of the month
and has been steadily de-
creasing.

However, June is expect-
ed to end with a deficit. IMD
has forecast a healthy 106%
rainfall in July and 104% in
August.
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\nd they finally strike water

igging awell in drought-hit Chhattisgarh village, Baiga tribals find their payoff 40 feet down
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At this wedding, villagers were also celebrating the achievement; (below) they had reached 20 ft when The Sunday Express reported their effort on May 8. Dipankar Ghose

J DIPANKAR GHOSE
" PIPANTOLA (KABIRDHAM), JUNE 23

PIPANTOLA HAD looked forward to this day

for several weeks. Amid a cluster of small

huts, under a makeshift canopy built with

- leaves, the villagers danced with joy, sere-
- naded by four musicians on one side. They
-~ took circle after joyous circle around four

I s T w——p——Tn-F_r-—--q__ Bl it =Rkl pe o -

pots, one of them burning brightly. One per-
son at a time carried the groom, covered from
head to toe in turmeric.

It was not just the Baiga tribal wedding

- that was giving Pipantola such joy. Nearly

every guest asked the other, “Have you seen
our well? We have found water.”

Like most parts of Chhattisgarh, this vil-
lage of 25 homes in the hills that dot
Kabirdham district was hit by drought. The
Baiga tribe, listed a protected by the state
government, saw their small subsistence
crops fail, and their only drinking water
source, a small stream that ran down a rock
face, turn into a stagnant, pungent, white
film-coated pool of water. “We had to use
that for everything. Cleaning, bathing, drink-
ing and cooking,” said Jugti Bai.

Then in April, encouraged by Naresh

A L i - il

Bunkar, an NGO worker with Goonj, mem-
bers of every household in Pipantola began
building a community well from scratch,
with no help from the government.

When The Indian Express visited the vil-
lage in May, they had just begun. The well
was scraggly and unruly, the villagers pre-
cariously perched on steps cut on the sides.
It was then about 20 feet down, and there
was always the fear that the toil would come
to nothing. Now, the radius is smaller and the
well neater, its insides covered with cement.
With the well 40 feet deep, no stairs can be
used now. Instead there is a makeshift pulley
for people or buckets to travel down. And at
the bottom, glinting in the reflection of the
sun, is a pool waist high. “Yeh humne kiya. Jis
din paani pehle dikha, woh abhi bhiyaad hai,”
Mishra Baiga said proudly.

They had been digging for weeks and
hopes were beginning to fade. “Work was
abandoned for the night,” Bunkar said. “Then
the next morning, there was a small pool. The
joyin the village was incredible. Since thenit
has only grown. Now the rains will come, and
it will get filled. The fact that we struck wa-
ter means the well will hold water, and will
help the village next summer. Since then, we
have worked even harder to cement the sides
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through Goon).”

The NGO has helped dig 10 other wells in
the blocks of Pandariya and Bodla and four
open dugwells, and build three stop-dams,
a community centre and a 3-km road. “The
NGO incentivises public action by giving
every worker new clothes, blankets, and
household equipment. In Pipantola, given
how incredible the story is, even the cement
has come from the NGO,” Bunkar said.

“Officials from the district administration
came several times,” a villager said. “Initially
they told us that while we were doing brave
work, we would find no water. We proved
the sahablog wrong. Now suddenly, they

have begun work on two other wells in our
village.”

Dhananjay Dewangan, DM of
Kabirdham, a district Chief Minister Raman
Singh calls home, said work on the two wells
in the village had already been sanctioned
“The work was already in progress and is
now being carried out in the village. There
are 1900 wells sanctioned that are being dug
all over the district and they will all be com-
pleted by June 30,” Dewangan said.

Villagers insist that the two government
wells “were decided in a hurry”. “Only after
we had dug our own well did the district ad-
ministration begin work on these two. Both
of them are far from the village, and they
have not decided the right spot. The engi:
neers asked us to work on their wells instea
of our own, so even the work on our own wel
slowed down for a while. But now, one of the
wells has hit rocks after some digging, anc
work has been abandoned for the past 1
days,” Mishra Baiga said.

Although the issue of not the entire vil
lage being on government rolls remains, a
least some, through the two governmen
wells, will receive payments under MNREGA
And if either of them works, there will b

even more water.
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Brahmaputra crosses danger
level Ma] u11 cut off from mainland

it s ek e R A

SAMUDRA GUPTA
KASHYAP
GUWAHATI,JUNE 23

MAJULI ISLAND was Thursday
cut off from the rest of world af-
ter authorities suspended boat
services to the island because of
the Brahmaputra flowing above
the danger mark.

“We had to suspend plying of
ferry boats and other vessels be-
tween Nimatighat and Majuli af-
ter the Brahmaputra crossed the
danger level Thursday morning.
While the water level receded
slightly later in the day, boats are
likely to ply on Friday,” Jorhat
deputy commissioner Roshni
Aparaji Korati told The Indian
Express over telephone.

A swollen Brahmaputra Thursday. Dasarath Déka

the world, boats and ferries are
the only means of transport to
the mainland. A large number of
people from the island travel to

For the 1.53 lakh people of  Jorhat daily} forwork, ediucation

Majuli, said to be one of the
largest inhabited river islands in

3
CD'&*ET‘iﬂE} L. YIS

and better healthcare.
Sonowal, who was elected

from Majuli Assembly constit-
uency, had Tuesday announced
that his government would, be-
sides addressing the island’s
problems, launch a campaign to
attract tourists and get Unesco’s
World Heritage Site tag for Majuli.
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