Assam ﬂood toll 13 CM takes aerial survey

PR ESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATL AUGUST 23

ASSAM CHIEF Minister Tarun
Gogoi on Sunday took an aerial
survey of flood-affected districts
inn  Kokraihar, Chirang,
Songaigaon, Goalpara and
Dhubyi, as the death toli in the
state rose to 13

After an aerial survey of

" more than twe houss, the chief

minister said the state govem-
ment has stepped uprescue and
reHef operations in the state
with al} ministers and officials
having been directed to visit the
affected districts and monitor
relief operations. He alse lauded
the role of NDRF and SDRF per-
sonnel for their all-out efforisin
rescuing marooned people.
The chief minister was ac-
companied by Chief Secretary vV
K Pipersenia,  Assam State

Aman collects water in Morigaon district, Sunday. Daswroth: Deka

Disaster Management Authosity
chatrman P K Tiwari and other
seniorofficials, aspokesman for
the CMQ said.

Thecurrent wave of fooding
has affected 18 districts, the
worst  hit being Dhubri,
Goalpara, Chirang, Kokrajhar

and Bongaigaon, an official re-
port said here, The flood hasaf-
fected a popuslation of £.16 1akh
and has inundated 1291 villages,
At feast 260 retief camps have
been epened so far to provide
sheiter to 1.79 1akh people.
Gogoi said the Centre was yet

to release a sizeable chunk of

funds sought by the state gov-
emment for infrastructure dam-
age causedt by floods last year. He
saidithe Centre has oy redeased
R 380 crore so far. “We have
submitted memoranda to the
central government, inchuding
the Prime Minister and Home
Minister, but have not received
the funds sought by us for huge
infrastructure damage caused by
floods tast year,” he said.

. He, however, pointed out
that there was no funds con-
straintsin providing refief to the
affected. "We have funds for re-
lief work, What we require from
the central geverament is suffi-
cientfunds tobuild uptheinfra- .
siructsre, such as roads, bridges,
school buildings, health centres,
dwelling houses and embank-
ments, that were damaged
by lastyear's flood and proper re-
habilitation of the flood-hit peo-
ple," he said,
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Mahadayi ' dispute: Karnataka
to seek out-of-cou

‘.P'

Afshan Yasmeen

BENGALURL: Leaders of all
parties in Karnataka, who
met on Sunday aheud of a
meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Medi on Mon-
day, resolved to seek his
intervention for an out-of-
court settlement of the Ma-
had_ayi inter-State  water
dispute, '

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Chief Minis.
ter Siddsramaiah, who will
iead the all-party delegation
to Dethi to meet the.Prime
Minister, said leaders of afi
parties had discussed the is-
sue in detail and had decided
te convinee Mr. Modi on re-
solving the row,

“We will apprise the
Prime Minister on the im-
pertance of the Mahadayi is-
sue and the problems faced
by peeple of the region. We
will request him to call a
meeting of the Chief Minis-
ters of Maharashtra, Goaand
Karnataka and mediste to

solve the issue through an

out-of-court settifement,” he
said.

Other issues

Apart from the Mahadayi
issize, the State wifl also seek
the Centre’stassistance in
addressing the problems
faced by farmers due to the
drought situation, the issue
of sugarcane, grapes and po-
megranate growers, and the
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Karnateka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah (second

rt settlement

L

from left) along with other party leaders at an
all-party meeting in Bengaluru on Sunday.

— PHOTO: SAMPATH KUMAR G.R,

problems faced by farmers in
the sericulture sector.

Leader of Congress in Par-
liament M. Maliikariun
Kharge, who recalled the in-.
tervention of the late Indira
Gandhi in resolving the Te-
fagu Ganga project dispute,
said the Prime Minister
shouid convince the Chief
Ministers of Goa and Mah-
arashira, )

The former Chief Minister
B8, Yeddyurappa suggested
that the Chief Minister talk
to the Opposition feaders in
Goa and Maharashtra. The
BJP MPs and Union Minis-
ters wiil speak te the Chief
Ministets of these States, he
said,

The meeting was attended
by representatives of ull par-
ties, MPs and Union Minis-
ters along with farmery

leaders and seers spearhead-

ing the protest in North
Karnataka, '

JEXS) floor leader HD.
Kumaraswamy, whe did not
attend the meeting on Sun-
day, wrote to the Chief Min-
ister extending support, He
said he would not be part of
the delegation due o heaith
issues.

Farmers' protest

Farmers, who have been
protesting seeking an early
settlement of the Mahadayi
issue in north Karnatska,
staged a demonstration out-
side the Vidhana Soudhs on
Sunday. .

Aminor scuffle ensued be-
tween protesters and the po-
lice when the farmers tried
to barge into the premises of
the Vidhana Soudha. in the
melee, & woman activist
sprained her ankle,
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hydropower plant”,,

gy
NEW DELNE'he Delhi Jal Board  X¥Whof electricity per year The
willsoon beableto produceeiec-  phant has been commissioned at
tricityusing waste water treated  Chilla area in East Delhl,
from its own sewage ireabment “This is the first plant in
plant. Defhi which will be run through

The water utility hascommis-  hydraulic turbines propelled by
sioned the first-ever treated effiuent coming out of
plantin thecity which willhave  a Sewerage Treatment Plant

a generation capacity of 20,000

(S1TP),” a statement said,. WTC




Nehx Madaan@timesgroup.com

Pune: The water situation
across India appears grim as
the tofal storage i 81 main
reservoirs across the country
has gone below the average of
the past 10 years, the Central
Water Commission (CWO)
hagsaid inareport.

The reservoirs currently
hold 91 billion cubic metres
(BOM) water, which is 58% of
thelr total Hve storagecapacity
During the same period last
year, thesereservoirsheld 103.6
BCM. The sverage of the past
yearsstandsat 98.7 BCM.

Hxcept thenorth and cen-
irai regions of the country,
storage levels are sinking ev-
erywhere, Of the 17 major
reservoirs in Maharashira,
13 have less water than last
year and the 15-year average.
In fact, Jayakwadi, Bhima,
Yeidari and Girna have less
than 5% water left. The 37 res-
ervoirs in the western region
{Maharashtra and Gujarat
have 15.8¢ BCM, (89%) water
left, while they can hold 27.07
BCM. The situation was
slightly better this time last
year at §1%. The 0-year aver-
age storape during the same
period was 66% of the live
storagecapaciy

The storage in the eastern
region, which inciudes Jhark-
hand, Odisha, West Bengaland

Tripurs, is also less than the
decade’s average. Himachsl
Pradesh, Punjab, Ralasihan,
West Bengal, Tripura, Gujarat,
{Htarakhand and Madhya Pra-
desh are among the states
where the situation is better as
compared tolast yearn

Other states wherethe ws-
ter levels havedipped inciude
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Karnataka.

A member of the Central
Water Commission  sald,
“The reserveir storage has
been directly affected by less
rainfali nationwide. But the
previous year's siorage is al-
sozdecidingfactor.”

Awaterexpertwhoisalsoa
part of thecommission added,

“Duringmonthsof excessrain:

£all, when water levels in reser-
voirs go bevond the maximum,
water is refeased for down-
sfream regions. But this has
not happened this monsoon.”
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| in half the nation,

country still has 9% def1c1t

New Delhi: Even as thepros-
pectof drought insomeparts
of India looms large, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment hag reporied that more
than half the gountry hasre-
ceived normal rainfall so far.
Some regions in central and
southern parts, on the other
hand, have reported defi-
cientraing this monsoson,

According to TMDdata, 20
of india’s 36sub-divisions, or
over 55% of the country, have
received normal rains.
About 29% has witnessed de-
ficient rainfall, while 13% re-
ported an excess.

Overall, a deficiency of
9% was recorded inthe whole
country. Amongthefour divi-
sions, the northwest re-
ceived the highest rainfall —
only 2% lower than the noy-
maxl. ‘The east and northeast
foliowed with a deficit of 6%,
while central India and the
southern peninsula reported
a shortfall of 119% and 20%,
respectively, The weather-
man has reported a positive
sign in that no sub-division
has recorded “scanty” or
“no-rain” precipitation.

5D says none of India’'s 36 sub-divisions has reported scanty rains

Sub-regions Assam, Megh-
alaya, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, Jharkhand and Bthar,
Utarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh, Jammu and Kashmir
wast Rajasthan, (disha, east
Madhya Pradesh, Gnjarat, Vi-
darbha, Chhattisgarh, Ands-
man and Nicobar Islands,
coustal Andhra Pradesh, Ta-
mil Nadu and Pondicherry
Lakshadweep and southern
interiors of Karnataka have
received normal rainfall,

With a deficiency of 44%
and 46%, the northern interi-
ors of Karnataka and Maha-

rashtra’s Marathwada region
arethe worstaffected sofar

The rainfalideficitincen-
iral Maharashtra was re-
ported at 36%, 33% for Kon-
kar: and Goa, 34% foreastern
VP and 29% for its western
parts, 31% for Punjab , 30%
for Kerala, 26% for coastal
Karnataka, and 22% for Te- :
langana. Dethi reported a
deficitof 25%. H

Only threesub-divisions— |
Gangetic West Bengal (32%), !
west Rajasthan{76%yand west 1
MP {35%) have witnessed ex-
¢essrainfall. sn



An aerial view of the fiood-affected districts of iower Assam. Pri

Central ﬂooﬂa( }%lief
inadequate: Gogoi

Brjay SaNKar Bona
‘TREBUENE NEWY SERVICE
GUWAHATE, AUGUST 23
The flood sifuation in Assam
has remained gritn as abost 7
lakh people from 19 districts
have been affected so far
Twelve lives have been lost in
the stale, besides causing
exiensive damage o stand-
ing paddy over 566060
hectares of land. :
Chief Minister Tarun Gogot
today rued that the Centre
was yet to provide adequate
assistance for re-building of
infrastructure damaged by
ast year’s flood while the
current wave of flood had
damaged several roads and
- bridges in the state so fax
*fhe floods have damaged at
least 54 roads in Kokraghar
Barpeta, Goalpara? Dhubri,
Colaghat, Dibrugarh and Bon-
gaigaon while five bridges
were darnaged in Barpeta and

Dibrugarh so far. He said the
Central Governiment was yet
{o release a sizeable chunk of
funds sought by Assarn Gov-
grnment for  infrastructure
damages caused by floods last
year. *The Centre has only
released 380 crove so far We
have submitted memoranda
to the Central Government,
including the Prime Minister
and Home Minister, but have
not received the funds sought
by us for huge infrastructure

damage caused by floods last

yean” he said.

Gogot today made an aerial
survey of flood affected west-
ern Assam districts of Kokra-
jhar, Chirang, Bongaigaon,
Goalpara and Dhubri. Land-
ing at Narengi Army helipad
here after almost two hours of
aerial survey, Gogui said the
state government had geared
uprescue and relief operations




CENTRE SEEKS BEPORT FROM ASSAM ON FLOOD DAMAGES 14 ( ND

Gogol mak

PRESS THUST OF iNDHK
New Delhi, 23 August

Assam chief minister
Tarun Gogol today made
an aerial survey of
severety flood-affected
districts of Kokrajhar,
Chirang, Bongaigaon,
(Gealpara and Dhubri dis-
iricts even as the death
toll in the ficods rose to
13 while a report has
been sought from Assam
gavernment giving
detaiis of damages
caused due to floods so
that necessary further
aid can be planned out.
Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh said here today
said six teams of Nation-
al Disaster Response
Force {NDRF) have
already been deployed
for rescue work in the
flood affected areas of

Assam. The NDRF teams
have been deploved in
Tinsukia, Lakhmipur,
Kokrajhar and Kamrugp.

There is one Battalion
(about 1,000 personnel) of
NDRF stationed in
Guwahati to move into
action as and when
required without wasting
any time, the Minister
said.

Singh said following
heavy rains since 17
August, river Brahmapu-
tra, particularty, and also
other rivers, incinding
Jia Bharali, Putimari,
Beki and Manas began to
flow above normal level.

After an aerial survey
of more than two hours,
chief minister Gogol
said the state govern-
ment has stepped up res-
cue and relief operations
in the state with all min-

isters and officials direct-
ed to visit the affected

districts to monitor relief

operations.

He also lauded the role
of NDRF and SDRF per-
sonnel for their all out
efforts in rescuing
marooned people,

The chief minister

was accompanied by
chief secretary VK
Pipersenia, Assam state
disaster management
authority chairman P K
Tiwari and other senior
officials, a spokesman of
the chief minister's
office said.

The flood has affected

aerial survey

& popuiation of 8.16 Jakh
peopie with 1291 villages
inundated.

Altogether 280 relief
camps have been opened
50 far with 1.78 lakh
inmates taking shelter in
these camps.

The chief minister
further said the Centre
was vet to release a size-
able chunk of funds
sought by the state gov-
ernment for infrastruc-
ture damages caused by
floods last year and has
only released Rs 380
crore so far “We have
submitted memoranda to
the Central Government,
including the Prime Min-
jster and Home Minister,
but have not received the
funds sought by us for
huge infrastructure dam-
age caused by floods last
year,” he said.
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%ssamﬂoodworsens HMrev1ews situation

F38 TRUST OF INBIA ,ﬁ
wy Jdedhi, 21 Angust & .1'
ome Minister Rainath
ngh today reviewed ficod
tuation in Assam and
ssured all central assis-
nee for rescue and relief
perations there.

Singh telephoned Assam
hief Minister Tarun Gogot,
he hriefed him about the
oods which have hit peo-
le in 13 districts.

“Central and stateagen-
s are carrying out velief
nd rescue operations. 1
ave asstred the Chief Min-
ster of all possible assis
nee from the Centre tohelp
ne people in flood-affected
reas of the state,” he said
ere,

Assam's flood situation
as worsened following
heessant rainfall in the
atchment areas affecting

nearly three lakh people in
13 districts of the state,
Brahmaputra river was
flowing above the danger
tevel at Nematighat inJorhat
and Dibrugarh and was
maintaining a rising trend
inmostof the othey districts,
accordingtoareport issued
by the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority.

Rivers swetl: The ficod sit-
uation in Assam worsened
today foliowing incessant
rainfail in the upper catch-
ment areas of Bhutan and
Arunachal Pradesh, affect-
ingmorethanthree lakh pec-
pie in 13 districts and hit road
communication in several
places.

The water level of the

rivers fiowing through the
districts of Dhemali,
Lakhimpur, Kokrajhar, Bon-
gaigaon, Chirang, Barpe-
ta, Jorhat, Baska, Senitpur
and Dibrugarh was rising
alarmingly while in Nal-
bari, Sivasagar and Tin-
sukia districts it was main-
taining arisingtrend, Water
Resources Department

report said. Brahmpautra
river wasflowing above the
danger level at Nematighat
in Jorhat and Dzbmgarh
and was maintaining a ris-
ing trend inmostof theother
districts. Several areas of
Kaziranga National Park
were under flood waters
foreing wiid animals tomove
to highland areas .

Fiood waters have inun-
dated vast tracts of land in
Burapahar and northern
range of the park but there
was no loss of any wildiife
sc far, he said. Many other
rivers in Kokraihar, Bon-
gaigaon, Barpeta, Mori-
gaon, Sonitpuy and Natbari
district are alse flowing
above the red mark.

Over three lakh people
have been affected in 611 vit-
lages while nearly 36
hectares of cropland are
under flood water.



Even treated water shouldn’
bereleased into Ganga: Bharti

Nrmisy SHMMA

L

THITLFNE NET

KURUKSHETRA AUGUST 21
Ganga is among the top 10
poiiuled rivers in the world
and we are committed o tum
itintothe I cleanest riversin
the world within three to sev-
£1 Years,

Thiz was stated by Uma
Bharti, Minister of Watler
Resources, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Refuvena-
tion. She was in the city to
attend Bhujal Manthan-
national dialogue onclean and
sustainable ground waler
orgainsed by Central Ground
Water Board here foday,

“Even freated water should
not be allowed to flow in Gan-
ga. It should be used for oth-
er purposes Jike agriculture,
gardening and infrastructure
development. NDMC is an
example as gardening there
done using treated water A
plan needs to be prepared in

this context. The classifica~

fion of water must be done,”
she added,

She said that before con-
siructing any dam it must be

Umon Mirister Umd B?tal“d ifghk; thb Leremomai Eamp o mai:gur‘dte
a serninar on Bhujal Manthan at Kunskshetra University on Friday.
Agricuiture Minister OF Dhankar lo0Ks On. IRIBUNE PHOTO: RAVI KUMAR

enstred thal the dam would
neot kifl any river. There musl
be ample water flowing in the
river every time so that the
rivers are kept alive,” she
observed.

Expressing her concern

with the condition of Yarnuna
River, Bharti said that the
real Yamuna ends  at
Hathinikund Baorrage. I
Haryana adopis the latest
technology and el # flow in
Yamuna, the real river would

‘66 Treated water

‘should be used for
agricultute, gardening
and infrastructure
development. The NDMC
‘has sét an example. it

" uses treated water for

gardening. Aplan
needs to be prepared
in this context. The
classiication of water
mmilist be done$%
Utz BEQME, uhiow MINSHER

again flow {1l Prayag. We
have talked to UP in this con-
{ext and would ask Delhinot
10 ask for more water than its
allotied share,” she added,
“The sHuation of ground
water level in Haryana is a
maitor of concern. Ot of 118
biocks, 71 blocks are over
exploited, 15 blocks cxitical,
seven blocks sermi-critical
while only 23 blocks are safe,”
she pointed out, Agriculiure
Minister OP Dhankar raised
the water dispule beltween
Harvana and Punjab and
sought her infervention.

16
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More than foreign tech, our

choices can

METRO MATTERS

SHIVANI SINGH

Inever miss & chance to soak
up the view of the ¢ity when
ever I am on the 17th flcor
of the H'¥ building. From
up there, one can stili spot
almost all of ceniral Delhi's
landmarks — the medieval
dotnes, Nehru stadium and
Pragati Maidan. Last weck,

I caught a rare view of the -

Yamuna. it seemed like a
mirage.

In Delhi, monsoon is
the only time the Yamuna
behaves like a river. The
surplus rainwater from the
wpstream allows it foreclaim
the floodpiain. It increases its
span and flow: If even appears
blue from a distance.

How do Delhi residents
react to s viver in flow? Going
by the hyperventilating TV
reports, they fear a deluge of
the Waterworld variety every
time the riverbed fills up
with rainwater. But can one
fault them when most of the
new residents of Dethi have
always known the Yamuna
as an oversized toxic sewer?

Last week, HT reported
on the government's plan fo
seek foreign participation
in reviving the Yammmna. We
could pick up technigues on
river cleaning but the plan to
develop our riverfront hasto
be our owhL

Even after all those
encroachlnents in the form
of unauthorized colonies,
metrso yards, train stations,
bus depot, a temple, residen:
tial complexes, and power
plants, a huge floodplain is
left unclaimed in Delhi. Not
many grban cenires in the
world can boast of suchvast
cxpanses along their rivers.

Most western ¢ities com-
promised their floodplains
cenfuries ago by heavily
urbanising on its rivers and
wetlands. Paris, for instance,
has all major landmarks such
as Notre Dame, the Louvre
Museum, Eiffe]l Tower
and the Musée d'Orsay
built on the Seine flood
plains. The Qrganisation
for Economic Cooperation

L

revive Yamuna

P

» The Yamuna behaves fike a river only in monsoon when surplus
waler from upstream flows into it. ARUK SHARMAZHT FILE PHOTD

and Bevelopment last vear
warned that a once-a-<centis
ry event (the last big flood
was in 1810y would ¢ripple
France's commercial, politi.
cal and cultural centre.

According to WWF's
report ‘Keeping the River
Allve’, over 208 years, the
Rhine has lost more than
B3% of its flocdplain due to
dams, dykes and urbaniza-
tion, resulting in dramatic
reduction in its natura flood
retention functions as wit-
nessed in the floods during
$993.95. The floodplain of the
Panube and its five tributar
ies had seen a decline of 85%.

At least 1.5 million people
live in the foodpiain of the
Thames and its tributaries
where the stately riverside
struchiresof London also sit.

Two years back, 1 was
shocked watehing, on news,
Vitava waters flooding the
heritage esplanades - and
threatening to knock down
the Charles Bridge with
accumuiated debris - just
days after | flew home
from Prague. The Cyech
capital just like Budapest,
Vienna, Dresden, Passau or
Bratislava {all affected by the
2013 floods) is built right an
the river if flanks.

“in most developed cities
in the world, multi-channel
rivers have been furned into
single-channel canals,” savs

- Manoj Misra of Yamuna

Jive Abhivan. “They appear
attractive but that is not
what you call river restora.
tion." it was on Misra's peti-
tion that the NGT ordered

Maili se Nirmal Yamuna
Revitatisation Project 2617,

#f at all, we could Iearn
from the west how they are
undoing the damage they
perpetuated on their river
fronts for centuries. The idea
of freeing rivers is gaining
ground in many couniries.
After building dvkes to keep
waters from entering the
couniry for 880 vears, the
Putch are now implement.
ing the “Room for the River'
project. They are moving
dykes back, increasing the
depth of flood channels, and
construeting a flood bypass.
The Dutch government also
demolished 50 houses and
some shops {o make room
for the river Waal.

Relocating a fifth of iis
poepulation that lives on the
fioodplain s notanoption for
Delhi. But there should not
be any excuses for not remov-
ing non-residential strue-
tures, upscale farmhouses or
imposing a permanent ban
on fresh construction in the
floodplains,

That the river needs
fresh water to live is native
wisdom. We don'f need for.
eign consultancy for that.
H we stop throwing waste,
the river wili stop heing a
drain. If we stop cluttering
the riverbed, it will have
breathing space. If we don't
eye immaediate real estate
value, the floodplain will
be our insarance for water
and fresh air for all times fo
come. We have o make these
choices ourselves,

» shivani snghtindustantines com
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JAL  SATYAGRAH £

Villagers during the second day of ‘Jai Satyagrah’ after the Upper Veda dam water reaches to the fields and houses
submerged a vitlage Udaipur,

district Khagggpe_. Madhya Pradesh on Saturday - . — b
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Commuters wait for the road to be cieared on the Shimia-Kalka
highway near Shoghi affer a landsifide on Saturday. AmIT KANWAR

Landslide blocks Shimla
highway for 14 hours

Baanu P Lopus Sonia’s route diverted
TREALND NEWS SEIVICT -
SHIMLA, AUGUST 22 Congress chief Sonia Gand
Hundreds of vehicles were |1 2nd her daughter Privary
stranded on the Shimla- ka, W,m were on their way
Kalka high for 14 hours o Shlmla by road. had to
. ghway . ) travet via Dharampur

following amassivelandshide  gapathitgpbarhatti route
between Shoght and Tarade- 4 reach the town. They
vi, 12 km from here, today. would visit Privanka's house

The incident ocourred  thatis under construction
ground 5 am and the traffic  in Chharabra on Sunday.
could be restored only around

Tpm. The supply of essential
commodities was  badly
affected. The traffic had to be
diverted via Shoghi bypass,
but a heavy rush of vehicles
soon choked the route.

The public works depart-
meni resorted {o blasting to

clear the boulders amid use
of other heavy machinery
said Mahesh Singhal, Super
intending Engineer (NH;.

Shimia. Superintendent of
Police DW Negt said a large
rumber of vehicles were divert:
ed to Shoghi-MehH bypass,
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BENGALURY, DHNS: The mod-
. erate rains that lashed the Gity
on Saturday evening threw traf-
fic sut of gear, inconveniencing
. COMMEILErs.

Traffic was seen moving at
snail's pace in most parts of the
City such as MG Road, Rich-
mond Road, Pouble Road,

. Jayaragar 4th Block, KR Road,
Sazﬂ{cyRcad, Brigade Road and
surroundmg areas, According

. 1o the officials at Bruhat Ben-

| galuru Mahanagara Palike con-
| trol room, a tree fall was report-
ed near Ambedkar Medical

* College in Kaval Byrasandra.

. Fhere was also a complaint of

- waterlogging at Opera Circlein

: Ashok Nagar, Commuters had

| a harrowing time in reaching

! their destinations as more than

| 1,000 BMTC buses have been
| deployed for BBMP elections.

"~ The auto drivers made most

of the opportunity by demand-
ing exorbitant fare fromthe hap-
less commuters stuck in rain,

‘The showers also affected the

last-minute poll preparations of
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Rain throws trafhc out of gear m City

; SR MBS R HATEIH
Temperatures and rainfall
DATE MANIMUM | MINIMUM | RAINFALL
August 16, 2018 313 22 Nit
Augyst 17, 2015 2.3 202 27.3 mm
Avugust 18 2015 296 21,3 Ni
AUgust 19, 2015 308 22.3 Nii
August 29, 2015 31.2 224 o8mm
Augyst 21 2315 318 217 144 mm

{Up 10 8.30 pm)

{Temperatures in degree Celsivs}

TR

candidatesas wel as election of:
ficials, The Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department has forecast
rains on Saturday, the poiling
day for BBMP elections. Over
the last few days the City was
nof seging a rise in mercury lev-

-¢ls, bt on Friday evening this

phenomenon changed,

“Alow pressusre area is likely
to developover north Bayof Ben-
gal within the next three days.
As a resudt of this City hias been
experiencing rainfall and will
alspexperience rainon Saturday

IR s

towards afternoon and evening,”
said Dr Geeta Agnibotri, Direc
tor in-charge, IMD Bengaluru,
Thus City was experiencing a
rise an increase in temperature

- over the last 2-3 days and it was

terporary. Changes inweather
andwind patternsare acommen
phenomenon during this season,
she added. The IMD has forecast
rain or thundesshowers for Sat-
urday and rains, ifany, may affect
the voter turnout for the BBMP
elections.

DH News Service
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Six feared dead in Assam flood

19 districts of state affected, six lakh marooned

GUWAHATEL At ieast siX peo-
ple were feared dead as the
fiood sltuation in Assam
worsened on Friday foliow-

ing incessant rainfafiinthe

ypper catchment areas of
Rhutan, Arunachal Pradesh
and Meghalaya inundating
fresh areas in the Brahma-
putra valiey, As many as 19
districts of the state are af-
facted and 5.76 lakh people
are marooned.

Atleast six people are feared
1o have been washed away in
lower Assam’s Engalmari area
in Dhubei district. A total of sev-
en were traveling in a passen-
ger van when it was washed
away by heavy currents.

On Friday, one womman pas-
sengerwasrescued by locals at
Singimar area,

Union Home Minister Raj-
nath Singh reviewed the situa-
tion on Friday and assured
Chief Minister Tarum Gogoi of

BHIGREHEHHH T

IR TR

Relief from heat as rain lashes Delhi
Rain lashed various parts of the national capital on Friday
*bringing much needed respite for Delhiites from hurmidity
that persisted for the past several days, PTI reports from

New Delhi.

Rainfall of 6.2 mm was recorded till 5.30 prras humidity
levels oscillated between 63 and 75 per cent, a Met official
said. The weatherman hias predicted light rains in some ar-

eas for Saturday,

fall support from Centre,

Brahmaputra is flowing
above danger mark in
Neematighat, Phubri and
Ferpur, Jia Bharali river in
Tezpur, Puthimari in kamrup,
Manas in Barpeta and Sankosh
in Golakgan} were flowing
abave danger level, In Assam’s
Barak vailey, Kushiara river is
flowing above danger level in
Karimganj.

Accordmg Assam Sgate Dis-
aster Management Authority
inthe past 24 hours one persen
has drowned in floodwatersin

Biini revenue circle of lower As-
sam’s Chirang district. In the
Potmarevenne circle of neigh-
bouring Kokrajhar district two
people have died,

Chief Minister Tarun Gogol
reviewed the situation with
Minister for Water Resources
Basanta Das and senior offi-
cials in Dispur on Friday and
directed the authorities topro-
vide necessary food, medicine
and drinking water 1o relief
camp inmaies.

1.22 L.akh people have been
shifted to 177 relief camps in

the state; over 77,000 of them
are housed in 133 camps in the
worst affected Kokrajhar dis-
triet. The floods have cansed
huge loss to standing paddy
and Hvestock.

~ Ruralread and irrigation inr
frastructure in lower Assam
has been totally devastated, the
flvods have also broken down
bridges and washed away part
of national highways in differ-
ent parts of the state. Apart
form NDRF, the Army is assist-
ing the flood fescue operations
in the state.

The Army continued its
flood relief operations in Lower
Assam, providing succour o
more than 2,500 people in the
past 24 hours, Army sources
said.

The Army has sofar de-
ployed six colomns along with
speed boats and other rescue
boats in the flood-hit districts
of lower Assam, '
DH News Service
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40 rainwater harvesting
structures to be set up

They will help restore depleting groundwater table in NDMC areas

NEW DELH], AUGUST 21

The NDMCwill comeupwith
40 raipwater harvesting
structures at prime locations
in Lutyens’ Delhi which will
aiso help restore depleting
groundwater tabie,

ter harvesting systems with
storage facilities. At these
gpots, the rainwater cowdd be
stored and excess water used
to secharge the groundwater
table NDMC chairman
Naresh Kumar today said.

Kurnar said 40 such strue-
fures will be set up under the
project and as of now; 10 loca-
tions have been identified.
The systems will be opera-
tional in another six months.

Locations identified for the
Phase | of the project include
Shantipath, Commonweaith:
games village, Singapore
Embassy road, Sardar Patel
Marg and Lodhi Garden
among others.

*The 10 plants will have a
water storsge capacily of

50,000 f%o 1 Iakh litre and
excess water will be used for
pexforation of grounds.

"Also during the summer
season, we are not abie to
contain Our grass COVEr prop-
erly. We are also strengthen-
ing the reservoirs we ajready
have for storing waten Dethi
Jal Board services will be
used to provide water duxing
sumnmer time o these reser
voirs,” he added.

As part of its green city ini-
{iative, the council has also

launched a major plantation
drive in which around one
lakh saplings are scheduled
o be planted,

Saphings from 20 countries,
including Bangladesh,
Argentina, Sri Lanka, Pak-
istan, Thailand, the US,
Brazil, Ausiralia, Chile, Cuba,
Indonesia and Laos, among
others will be planted during
the drive.

The NDMC area is home to
the high and mighty of the
country—PTE

bore Y
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Rain bnngs relief from humidity |

NEW DELHE Rain lashed various
paris of the national capital on
Friday bringing much needed
respite for Dethiltes from the
humidity that persisted for the
past severai days.

Rainfafiof .2 rmrm was recorded
£l 5.30 pm as humidity levels oscit-
lated between 83 and TSper cent, a
Met official said,

“The maximum temperature
was recorded at 34.2 degrees
Celsius, whereas minimaom set-
tled at 278, oth one notches shove
normat for this time of the yean”
2 Met official said.

The weatherman has predict-
ed light rains in soIne areas on
Saturday

“Iight rain or thundershow
er can occur in several areas,
Humidity levels are expected fo
behigh” he said.

The maximum and minimm
temperatures are jikely to settieat
34 and 27 degrees Celsius, respec
Hively On Thursday, the minimum
and maximin temperatures were
recorded at 27.7 and 34.5 degrees
Ceisius respectively o1
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» The city received 6.2mm of rainfall ift 5.30pm on Friday, The Mat
department predicted light rains for Saturday.  rAVICHOUDHARY 7 BT
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For Ganga, inspiration flows from.
Rhine, once among dirtiest rivers

VishwaMola@timesgroup.com GANGA RIVER

NewDeHﬂ:AsIndiastaresat 1S INDIA'S NATIONAL RIVER
the mammoth task of clean

ingtheGanga andlooks for in LENGTH: 2,525 km
spiration outside the country, Ganga basin is the

it is the Rhine river of west tver basin in [ndia

erh Europe which has caught tchment area

the attention of policy mak- kavin bndia)

ers heredueto s recorsl of ro. A
juvenationdespiteonce being Covers an area of

oneof fite most polluted river }.,986;090 sqkm,
systemsof theworld, extending over India, Nepal

India initially looked at A
many suceess stories while .
making its plan to clean the

national  river However:
hine 3 (2}

Englany S ames switzerand. | MURRAY-DARLING RIVER
stabe {central and eastern B . & LIECHTENSTER BASIN ausTrALIA
rope), Mississippi (USA) and i e i » i $ Fest

 riverSingapore, LENGTH-1 320 dam - o ﬁéi:mgg%memégndd es

1 Germany, which played » »Anamberofindastﬂesmiocatedaiongthe Fiver 7515 DIVISES ik Tvon cvilivasa
ing this rlver system which AORAtInN r ik S T e iimais Ta se )Nerthemnasm_mm
passes through many coun. | GaNGa rejuvenation in view of is success in the ! Fias - | _ )
fries in western Europe, haq | Téluvenation ofRhine - - ' ' > Scuthers bagin - Ny system :
made a nomber of presenta. > Germany had in January committed €3 million to > The total basin covers a huge area
tions and impressed officials Support Ganga refuvenation of over one miflion sq km :
here who have been inoking
for some workable solistions which ohee saw discharge of  we are now planning to do maintaining the Muzray-Dar
toelean Ganga. industrial effluents and solig with Ganga and Yamuna” ling Basin, one of the world'y

A team of officials from waste from citles like Basel, said an official. noting that largest river 3¥ . The

the water resources ministry Strasbourg, Worms, Maing Hhineismuch cleanerdespite  third country whick would
will now travel to Europe next and Cologne. having many chemical indus. help in the process is Israel,
week to see how courttries like “This is, however, a thing  trial unitsalongitsbank, mmm@m
Austria, Switzerdand, Germa, of the past. The western Eu. Thelessonfrom Rhinewll]  tion technology .-
7y, France and Netherlands  ropean countries had fought bhe clubbed with what India Forthefull report, logon
managed the river system many odds and achieved what would learnfrom Australiz on ta wets. timesafindin.com
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GUWAHATY, AUGUST 21

The flood situation in Assam
has remained Erim with the
main channel Brahmapuira
and several of its tributaries
flowing above the red mark

in different parts of the state. :

The floods have so far
affected over 578 iakh peo.
plefrom 1,071 villages under
51 revenue ciroles spread

over 1 districts of the state, |

Assam state disaster man-

¥

Fhe Assany Tribune { Ciuwai}&ﬂ }
The Times of india { Mumbat }

The Telegraph { Kolkata }

[Pt { west )

agement authority informed
that over 188 1akh people had
been affected by the floog in
the  worst-affected . Bon-
gaigaon district followed by
over 1.3 lakh people in neigh-
bouring Barpeta distries.

The rivers in Assam are on
Spate because of incessant rain
in Assam valley, neighbouring
Arunachal  Pradesh

, e & VFalsHt PLH
RLHFEN Y dd G deptRic a1t/ die &
Wt -

The Decean Hearld { Benglure } ’
'f'?w Deceon Chronical { Fiyderabar
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ne grim, 5.7

Standing paddy crop .on
over 55,200 heclares has
been inundated by the flood,
including 16,027 hectares i
Kolaajhar distriet and 13,122
hectares in Dhemaji district,

The state government has
set up 177 flood relief camps
so far where over 122 lakh
people had taken sheiter till
today. The maximum 77,480
flood-hit have taker shelterin
l‘eiieféampsinKokzaihardis»

tl’iﬂi.Whﬂt @;%ﬂ%ﬁrﬁtaﬁ? -
being

shellered at relief

camps in Bongaigaon distriet.
The Amiy informeq that
despite heavy rainfail and bagd
weather, its personnel contin.
ued with flood relief opera-
tions in western Assam, pro-
viding suecour to more than
2,500 peaple since last night,
Not only has the Army res.
eted marooned people fom
ravaging waters, it is alsg pro-
viding humanitarian assig-
tance along with the district
nistrations in the form of
medical aid and fod #ems.
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Relief materials being transported to a flood affected area af Bilasipara in Dhubri district on

Fﬂday UR Photos

8 dead, 6 lakh hit
by ﬂoods’ in State

FTWAHATE Aug21: Eight
persons died and over sixlakh
people hit by the floods in As-
sam, where the rising Brah-
maputra river and its tributar-
tes have flooded 19 districts
prompting the Army to launch
retief operations.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASD-
MA) said one person died due
to the flood at No 1 Kawadi vil-
lage under Bini revenue circle
in Chirang district and two oth-
ers in Dotoma revenue circle
in Kokrajhar district,

Two persons have died in
Lakhirmpur and one each in
Rongaigaon, Baksa and Sonit-
pur districts, the ASDMA said
b!! O)IJ;;‘ rﬁ(‘a&?e E THX

AXXAKL SSVTID) ADOTOM
‘SHLVIE  “ANLSIWNAHD
‘SHSAHL BO4 ONFHOVOD

QUSTLE/dAU0AME,

‘STE99TPSH6 |

gar, Nalbari, Goalpara, Mori-
gacn, Dhubr, Kamrup, Gola-
ghat, Darrang, Nagaon, Kokra-
jhar, Bongaigaon, Chirang, Bar-
peta, Jorhat, Baska and Sonit-
pur districts to rise alarmingly,
a report from the Water Re-
sources Department said,
Flood waters have inundat-
ed 27 anti-poaching camps in-
side Kaziranga National Park
and damaged a bridge and a
culvert at Burapahar Range, the
Forest Department reported.
Fhe Red Horn Division of
the Army has since yesterday
deployed two columns, con-
sisting of an officer, two junior
commissioned officers and 35
Qf omer ranis along with boats,
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| Bosky Khanna that of rotten eggs. Ir's poi
; sonous, odourless, lammable
| BENGALURU: Vrushabha-  ang explosive,” Nandini N,
! vathi vailey, 3 tributary of Chairperson, Department of
| Arkavathi river that flows  Environmenta Science, BUJ,
| through Bengaiury, is in told Deccan Hergly,
{-' dire negiect, The lone STP functioning
* Astudy conducted recently  ar present jsnt enough, The
by Bangalore University (BUy treatment plants in the City
on odour management of the areableto address just 60 per
valiey has concluded that cent of the probiem, There is
nore piants are needed 1o a need to treat the polhsted
treat the sewage waterflowing  water flowing in the valley ag
through it. it streams towards Ramana.
“We did a study on how to garand Mysury,
manage the odeuremanating
from the Vrushabhavathj
waste water and found thar
the root cause for the foul
smell is hydrogen sulphide
which is colourless and
odouriess. The foul sthelf is

Irrigation

On the way, many farmers use
itfor irrigation and cattle-rear
ing, “The produce is consumed -
by Bengaiureans, So, the gov-

STPs of at least of 510 MLD  sides, the professor went on,
erement shouid buildmore

capacity each,” she sajd. Be- the treatment plants in periph-

eral and rural areas should be
upgradedas the contaminated

water gets mixed into this val
fey water, A full-fledged trear
ment plantwith grit cham bers,
PH correction, anacrobic di-
EESter, primary clarifier, floc-
culation chamber, aeration
chamber, secondary clarifier
and stay pond should be creat-
ed and installed, she said,

Vrushabhavathi s 4 tribu-
tary of Arkavaths river wihich
Joins Cauvery,

Romestic discharge

The river draing 2 Rajor part
of western Bengaluny's waste
water — domestic as well ag i~
dustrial — covering an area of
97 sq km, It carries around
2,300 metre cube per hour of
urban and domestic discharge.
It also carrieg se¢asonal dis-
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charge to Byramangala reser-
voir, People living in Magadi
Read, Mysuru Road and
around the valley are fed up
with the foul smell ang want
the new corporators to solve
the problem,

“The open drainis a deatfs-
frap. The ares around itisn't
well fit and covered, The
Brubat Bengahyry Mahana-
gara Palike and the Bangalore
Development Auth ority have
desilted it and cleared en-
croachments on it | byt with
fittle success,

“The government must
clean and fence it and ensure
there is ne more foud smefl,”
said Sanjay L, 3 resident of
Rajarajeswari Nagar
DH News Service





