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Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis and Telangana

settle water
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CM

K Chandrasekhar Rao in Mumbai on Tuesday. pTi

SURESH DHARUR
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD, AUGUST 23

Breaking new ground In
resolving inter-state water
disputes, Telangana and
Maharashtra today signed
an agreement to build three
irrigation projects across
the Godavari and its tribu-

tarjes, benefitting farmers

from both states.

Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao and
his Maharashtra counter-
part Devendra Fadnhavis
signed three separate
agreements in Mumbal dur-
ing the first meeting of the
Grodavari Inter-State Board.
The irrigation ministers of
the two states, MPs and sen-

. 1or officials were present at
the historic occasion.

Earlier in the day, Rao,
accompanied by his cabinet
colleagues and top officials,
flew down to Mumbai by a
special aircraft to sign the
agreement to pave the way
for the construction of three
barrages on the Godavari
and its tributaries—Pen-
ganga and Pranahita.

The water pact by the two
governments to construct
irrigation - projects will
resolve decades-old dispute
on water utilization of the
Godavari and its tributaries.

T by,

2-4 ’
arrages to come up

B Telangana will build a 100-
mrhigh barrage (16 TMC
storage capacity) at Medi-
gadda in Karimnagar dis-
trict. It will help irrigate 18
lakh acres in six districts

B Tummadihatti barrage on
the Pranahita will be 148-
m-high and of 1.8 TMC
storage capacity; it will
ensure irrigation in 2 lakh
acres in Adilabad district

B Chanakaorata barrage
(213-m-high, 0.85 TMC stor-
age capacity) will come up
on the Penganga; it will facil-
itate irigation in both states

The inter-state water board
was constituted in March this
year, following an in-principle
agreement between the two
states. The board has 23
members each from both
states, including their respec-
tive chief ministers.

- Rao described the agree-
ment as “historic” and said 1t
would set anewtrend at atime
when there were water dis-
putes among several states.
Fadnavis said the agreements
would protect interests of
farmers in both states. He said
the projects would ensure

- minimum submergence and

ensure urigation of 30,000
acres in Maharashtra.
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VARANASI FLOODED

= letiers@hindustantimes.com

VARANASE With the Ganga show-
ing no signs of relenting, the
temple town seems 10 be head-
ing for the second worst flood in
the last three years.

In 2013, the city was gripped by
2 massive flood when the Ganga
touched 72.63mefre mark flooding
several pockets of thedistrict, said
the central water commission. The
viver had reached the highest ever
level of 73.901 metre in 1978.

On Tuesday, the Ganga was
flowing at 72.48 metre and ris-
ing at the rate of one centimetre
per hour. The officials said that
the river water will increase to
7960 metre in the next couple of
hours, hitting some more pockets
in the city.

The Varuna, a tributary of
the Ganga, is also swelling. The

condition at Assi Ghat is no dif-
forent. Flood waters entered new
areas on Tuesday, one of them
being Trauma Centre Road. The
swollen Ganga has affected 40
pockets in the city. Besides, 225

= An aerial view of Allahabad city submerged in flood waters.

villages are also in the eripof the
floods. Several thousand people
have been affected in eastern UP
districts of Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur. In Varanasi, many
Jocals from Ramana shifted their

||||||||||

SHEERAZ RIZVI/HT

cattle to safer locations.

SDM (sadar) Aryaka Akhauri
said, “Gram pradhans (village
heads) have been instructed to
prepare a list of affected families
and set up relief camps.”




VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

As central and eastern parts

of the country — Bihar,
Uttar . Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan —
reel under floods, experts
are pointing to reasons oth-
er than heavy monsoon rain
for the catastrophe like
heavy silting of the Ganga,
haphazard infrastructure
development and misman-
- agement of dams, in this
case Farakka.

Hundreds of thousands of

‘people have been affected.

across the flood-ravaged
states with swathes of agri-
cultural land with standmg
‘crops submerged. Besides

state agencies, the Centre

has pressed NDRF compa-

-nies for rescue and relief

- operations. While agricultur-

al losses are not yet been

~assessed, officials admit

" huge losses to both man and

- property in these floods.

. Heavy silting of Ganga as
- one of the causes was also
- pointed out by Bihar Chief

~ Minister Nitish Kumar when

"~ he met Prime Minister
- Narendra Modi today. Seek-
ing the Centre’s interven-

tion, Kumar said de-silting

Ganga was the only solution

to. avoid the almost annual

occurrence Unless riverbeds -

are de-sﬂted the problem
will keep recurring, he said.

The Prime Minister prom-

ised immediate action,
including formulating a
national silt management
policy, Kumar said after
meeting the Prime Minister.
As per environmental

&

expert Himanshu Thakkar,
Kumar 5 demands are legit-
imate. “He raised it earlier
also butlt seemed the Centre
was not listening,” he says.
Though flooding in MP and

 onthe Ganga in West Bengal.
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: ':‘Water released from

dams worsened it’
é6Unprecedented floodsinthe |

the upstream and Farakka Dam

»

Had the Bansagar Dam been

‘operated optimally, it need not

have released over 10 lakh

~ cusecs of water, therebycausing

the flooding9®
Himanshu Thakicar, ENVtR[}NMENTAL EXPERT

Rajasthan can be attributed
to excessive rain, Bihar

- received 14 per cent less rain-

fall than normal during the
season. Several parts of Bihar

and neighbouring Uttar

Pradesh .came under floods
due to heavy rain in Nepal
and Madhya Pradesh and

_— LAY S . o

gain Biharand UP are largely
* due to contribution of Bansagar
- Damonthe Soneriverin MPin

I Y ST

e

Jharkhand, resultmg in huge
discharge of water into rivers

- passing through these states.
attribute

IMD officials
heavy rains in central
regions to three back-to-back
systems over a long period.

As per IMD Director BP.
Yadav, Madhya Pradesh and

‘A flooded Shankar@rh village in Allahabad The inundation is being attnbuted to murtlnle factors mcludmg release of water from dams. P
| " e NltISh meets PM seeks
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reglens adJ ommg 1t received

heavy rain for “a bit longer

than usual” this season.
“They are not record

* breaking rains, but 15 to 20

cms of rainfall everyday Con-
tinuously for over 15 days is
bound to create problems,”

‘he says. “There has been no

& Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

met Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi on Tuesday and
sought Centre’s intervention. High-
lighting heavy silting of the Ganga, -
he suggested de-silting of the river
to avoid the almost annual occur-
rence. “Unless riverbeds are de-

silted, the problem will keep recur-

ring,” he said. The PM promised
immediate action, including for-
mulating a national silt manage-
ment policy, said Kumar.

respite and Madhya Pradesh
in particular received more
than 40 per cent more than
usual rain and likewise

Rajasthan,” he adds. T

Their intensity may reduce
but the rains are not expect-
ed to stop, at least over the
next couple of days, he says.

More than the monsoon,
Thakkar says, the cause of
these floods i1s mismanage-

- ment, mostly of dams, and of

course the haphazard devel-
opment and embankment of
the river. |
“Himalayan reglons like
Uttarakhand, are vulnerable
to flash floods and all develop-
merit should be undertaken

'kEEng that factor in mind.

However, the rains received
this year are not unprecedent-
ed. They have occurred in the

.pastaswe]l”heasserts

He says “mismanagement

,at Bansagar Dam and the

drainage congestion and sil-
fation in Ganga created by
the Farakka dam together
created an avoidable flood

disaster this year in Bihar

and now in Uttar Pradesh”.
Thakkar says reservoirs

like these should only be

filled closer to the end of
the monsoon and need to
be operated in such a way
during the monsoon that-
when downstream area 1is
getting high rainfall, or fac-
ing floods, the reservoir
does not have to release

-water to add to the down-

stream flooding.

“Unprecedented ﬂoods in
the Ganga in Bihar and UP
are largely due to contribu-

_ tion of Bansagar Dam on the

Sone river in Madhya
Pradesh in the upstream and
Farakka Dam (misleadingly
called a Barrage) on the Gan-
ga in West Bengal.

“Had the Bansagar dam
been operated optimally, it
need not have released over

10 lakh cusecs of water. As

pointed out by the Bihar
government, the heavy
flooding brought about by
the Ganga in Patna is

‘majorly due to the high flow
‘contributed by the Sone
upstream of Patna”.
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 dent of Tamla, said: “We were

1

Cars partly uhder water in
Sitaladanga, Asan§ol, after

(Santosh Kumar Mandal)

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Durgapur, Aug. 22: At least
10,000 residents were maroo-
ned as swathes of low-lying ar-
eas of Durgapur and Asansol
were submerged after heavy
rain throughout last night.

An official at the Regional
Meteorological Centre in Cal-
cutta’s Alipore said Bankura
town recorded a rainfall of
172.6mm between 8.30am on |
Sunday and 8.30am on Mon-
day. Panagarh in Burdwan th-
at neighbours Durgapur reco-
rded 197.2mm of rain in the s-
ame time and Asansol got
94.2mm.

A Met official said the low
pressure formation had mov-
ed away from Bengal this ai-
ternoon to Jharkhand and ad- |
joining southern Bihar. To-
morrow scattered rainfall 1s
expected across Bengal.

In ward 13 in Durgapur to- |
wn that was the worst affected,
the Tamla canal overflowed |
because of the heavy rain and
flooded the area prompting
1,300 residents to flee their
homes. Most buildings near
the canal, which is 26km long
and flows through Durgapur
town and into the Damodar,
are under water.

Around 500 residents are
in nine relief camps that have
opened in primary schools.

Birendra Thakur, 55, aresi-

sleeping when it was raining.
We realised at night that water
had entered the ground floor
of my two-storey house. We sat
on our beds till daybreak. We
waded out of chest-deep water
to higher ground. I have mov-
ed with my family to a rela-
tive's house.”

In Asansol’s Kalla in ward
30, a portion of land beside a
road caved in following the
rain.

In Raniganj a portion of
land subsided last night trig-
gering panic among residents.

Durgapur barrage has dis-
charged 1,13,150 cusecs of wa-
ter till this evening while the
combined discharge of water
from DVC’s Panchet and Mait- |
han reservoirs was 75,000
CUSecs.
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~ desilt tanks,

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI: Terming
ter situation in most parts of

Karnataka grim due to defi-
cient rainfall, the Centre on

Monday suggested that Kar-

nataka desilt existing water
tanks and reservoirs to in-
crease their storage capacity

n case of rainfall in coming

Centrete
P];Lr |
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months.
«Karnataka has been facing g S
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In correlation with the deficit A report on the spot stud f the water situatio ared by |
in rainfall pattern from istJan- the Central Water Commission said water level in major
uary to 16th April, 2016, the reservoirs of Karnataka was precariously {OW. DH FILE PHOTO
water levelsin all major reser-
have de- HH\lHH\HlHlHH\H\H\HH\\Hi‘:HHHHHH\H\HHHHH\l\mHHH\HHHHHH\HH\H |

voirs in the state
rt on the

clined,” says a repo
ter situa-

spot study of the wa
tion in drought-affected areas  Kodagu

of the country (2015-16) pre- _ _
pared by the Central Water goé];;:g;feeﬁtgr

Commission. .~y MOt
rains on Monday.
The report suggested that  mooga district gn
the state government assign 2
drinking

priority 1o domestic/
water for human and livestock

consumption as water levelsin
reservoirs is very low.
ter level

The report said wa
i Major reservoirs of Karnata-

 kais prec_:ariovt_lsly low. The wa-

Moderaterains

Linganamakki
level of 1,819 feet
Belagavi and Havert

and Chamaraj

that provide wate
face water shortage

like Koppal, Ballari etc is a
mere 7%, and Ghataprabha

that provides water to districts
like Belagavi, Vijayapura etcis SO
around 13%. Similarly, Almatti,

Malaprabha reservoirs of an
North Karnataka have very including

less water. Overall, the sce-
nario in the Krishna river basin
of Karnataka statc and partic-
ularly North Karnataka, 1S ly.

Due to the

grave.
The rainfall er since January,
ly to persistent

South Karnataka,p

in the Cauvery basin, years,
shown a decline, particu
in the mo
March and

Therefore, th
in Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) 18 said.

a mere 25%, Kabini 35% and
Hemavathy 14%, the report
said. The Cauvery basin, par-

In many N

pattern ov
articular
also has lasttwo
larly ably conclu
y, water tab

beyond th
2012 in th

South Karnat

district received
Jevelin Har
akshina _
Moderate rains co
Monday.
ahalli, Sagar received

till noon. Bhadravathi,
Shikaripur, Sorabrece _
dam rose to 1.791.55 feet against maximum
+ There were reports o '
districts. '
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no rain in the res
months of the MONsoon Sea-

orth Karnataka

d Malnad regionrese
Linganam
bha and Al-

deficit rainfall ®
2016, and due st
drought for the li|
it can be reason-

ded that ground-

les have plummeted
e levels observed m  £r0

e state, the report

In some areas, p

in North Karnataka, an
aka districts of DH News

inpartsofstate
7.34 mm rainfall in the last 24
angi reservoir stood at
district did not receive any
ntinued to lash Shiva-

- —

Kannada

' good spell of rains

Shivamogga,

some parts of
+ains. Water level in

ived moderate
f drizzling in Ballari,
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eportsays.-

ery and Krishna basin
reservoirs face severe short-

age of water
a Priority should be givento
domestic consumption
= |nefficiencies in water dis-
tribution networks should be

rectified
B Awareness created to pre-

- vent waste of potable water
More water harvesting
ructures be constructed
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Tumakuru, Kolar, Chikkabal-
Japur and Chitradurga, the
und water situation is grim.
Ason 2015, about 135 taluks

the 176 in 27 districts are
ght and water

ke

t of the
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orime Minister Narendra Mod!
has promised the Centre's support
for rescue and relief operations

SprCIAL CORRESPONDENT

he Ganga and many
of its tributaries
were in spate after
torrential rain, and
the monsoonal deluge left
thousands of people in five

States struggling to cope on

Monday.

As the Ganga swelled, the
Central Water Resources
Ministry directed that all the
flood gates of the Farraka
barrage in West Bengal be
opened to relieve the danger
to Bihar.

Heavy rain over the last
two days in Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand caused several

. rivers—tributaries of the
Ganga—to flood and rise to

record levels. In Bihar, flood
waters spread to Bhojpur,
Buxar, Munger, Bhagalpur
and Khagaria districts.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi expressed concern

over the situation In Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pra-

desh, Rajasthan and Uttarak-..

hand and promised the Cen-

tre’s support for rescue and

relief operations.

Mr. Modi spoke to Chief'
Ministers Akhilesh Yadav,

Nitish Kumar and Shivraj
Singh Chouban, official
sources said. Home Minister
Rajnath Singh was closely
monitoring the situation and

%@gk‘d!ﬁ ( de=T )

had spoken to the Chief Min-

isters of the five states.

NDRF rescues thousands

As a large number of peo-
ple reeled under the impact

~ of floods, more than 26,400

were rescued by the National
Disaster Response Force.
The NDRF put together an
emergency operation with
56 rescue and relief teams
and had two Deputy Inspec-
tor General-rank officers in
Rihar and UP monitoring the
situation. | |
The order to open the Fa-
rakka barrage was se€D as
crucial. “I spoke to the Bihar
Chief Secretary” Shashi
Shekhar, Secretary, Water
Resources Ministry said.
«We have directed that all
gates of the Farakka barrage
be opened. This should help
somewhat in managing the

flood.”
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The Farakka barrage has
104 gates and they are being

opened to manage nearly 1I
 1akh cusecs of water that

have inundated Bihar and af-

fected nearly 10 lakh resi-

dents in the past week.

On Sunday, Chief Minister,
Nitish Kumar, had said that
the Farakka barrage needed
to be “removed” and a na-
tional desilting policy put in
place to prevent flooding.

“I¢ is not possible to pro-

tect Bihar from devastating

floods -without removal of
the Farakka barrage oD the
Ganga,” Nitish Kumar said,
before going on an aerial sur-
vey of the flood-hit districts.

The barrage, built in 1975
close to the Bangladesh bor-
der, was designed to transfer
1100 cubic metres per Sec-

ond of water from the Ganga

to the Hoogly to flush out
sediments. However 1t has

been controversial, with

complaints that it 1s choking
up the rivers natural flow
and affecting aquatic life.
The Centre says the States
have to take a role in manag-
ing problems with the bar-
rage. |

People forced to move 10
relief camps in Bibar protest-
ed at some places as they
~ould not get food and fod-
der. Many residents of Patna
and adjoining Vaishali dis-
tricts shifted to relief camps.

Similar protests by flood-
affected communities 1n
Nathnagar of Bhagalpur and
Begusarai, Saran and Bakhti-
yarpur were reported, OVer
Jack of government aid and
relief.

In-West Bengal, nearly 200
people were let homeless as
an entire village 1n Malda
district was submerged by
the Ganga on Sunday.
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Flood—hlt 1rr1gat10n tanks to

o LA

be restored

" Nearly nine months after the December deluge doubts remain over the city's capabullty
to resist flooding. About 50 water bod|es to be covered under the IAMWARM prOject

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAL: Nearly 50 irrigation
tanks in the neighbouring
districts, which were bat-
tered during last year’s tor-
rential downpour, will be

. taken up for restoration as

an emergency work under
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Bodies Restoranon and —

Management
WARM) project-I1.

The ; Water. Resources

g Departme t, the coordinat-

!ng agency for IAMWARM,
preparing a report to
seek funding for the second
phase of the project. How-
ever, the World Bank, the

- funding agency for IAM-

WARM, is allocating Rs. 50

(I’AM-'. |

crore to restore water bod- -

ies and surplus channels in
Tiravallur, Kancheepuram,
‘and Cuddalore districts.
‘This is to protect them
from further damage dur-
ing rains as the northeast

monsoon is tWO

months away.
Officials of the: depart—-

. just

~ ment said these tanks fall-

| mg under various sub-ba- -
sins such as of Lower Palar
-and Nagari river have a to-

tal irrigation area of about

| 8,300 hectares. Most tanks

fall in Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur districts. These
include tanks in Chettipun-

N myam, Veerapuram penYa

 Uthu

tanks fed by Uppanar river

" in Cuddalore ‘district that

were breached would also
be rehabilitated.
The bunds would be

| 'st.rengthened,' The supply

 save. them from
 damage, the ofigial added.

channels and ﬁeld wmld -

“be improved. , D d

sluices and weumul be

restored, an official said. -

The process to:start the
project by September was
being expedited and the en-
tire project would take SIX

months to be celeted._

. _-':-to rep’alr Pibe vulnerable”?‘ -

portion of the watﬂ':bodles '

- Meanwhile, the depart-
ment is gearing to restore

'flood-affected water bod-

ies, which do not congtrib-
ute to 1rngat10n pui'poses
anymore, in the cn'y’s peri-

phery under various other.
schemes. -
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Lucknow/Jaipur/Bhopal:
Incessant rains heaped mise-
ry and threw life out of gear
in various parts of Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan on Sunday. A WO-
man died in a wall collapse
taking thetoll to 30in thelast
48 hours in MP, while army
teams had to be deployed 1n
Rajasthan. In UP, rising le-
vels of the Ganga overflowed
into villages.

The swollen Tamsa river
wreaked havocin MP’s Satna
and Rewa districts. A day af-
ter a three-storeyed building
crumbled at Maihar town in
Satna district killing two,
another house collapsed due
to heavy rains in Narsingh-
pur district, 220 km from
Bhopal, injuring a woman.
Another died after being
trapped under debris of a
wall, which collapsed in Raj-
garh district.

“We are on high alert tho-
ugh rains are a drizzle now.
Hinautivillage had to be eva-
cuated on Saturday night af-
ter a dam was brimming ov-
er. A holiday has been decla-
red in schools,” Rajgarh col-
lector Tarun Pithode said.

About 22 people were re-
scued by Army and National
Disaster Relief Force teams
in Rajasthan’s Pratapgarh
district, while threedistricts
in Udaipur witnessed flood-
like situation.

The Ganga flowed above

| e ———
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Monsoon fury rages,
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Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan is carried across flood
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waters by securitymen during his visit to Amanganj in Panna
district on Sunday. The photo was released by an MP govt PRO

MP CM faces wrath of flood victims

M adhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhanhad to
/1 tace the wrath of villagersin Rewa, one of the worst-hit

areas, where houses were wash

ed away by gushing waters. As

soon as Chouhan reached the spot forinspection, locals raised
slogans against administrative apathy in relief distribution.
Some asked why authorities failed in disaster management
efforts despite forecast of heavy rain. Officers had to stop CM
from visiting Bansghat after inputs of mobilisation of locals.
Mayor Mamta Gupta had toflee inface of mob fury. TnN

Allahabad, Mirzapur, Ghazi-
pur and Phaphamauandtou-
ched 60.21m in Ballia, just
0.04m below the highest level
recorded in 2003.

After crossing the danger

mark in Mirzapur on Sunday,
the Ganga spilled over in
Ghazipur and Varanasi, The
overflowing Ganga maroo-
ned several villages, especi-
ally in the Chunar area.
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MP toll now 30

6 rivers in spate In
Bihar, 15k housed in
32 relief camps

Patna: With theriseinlevelof
the Ganga, Bihar Chief Mini-
ster Nitish Kumar today ex-
pressed apprehension of furt-
her rise in water level by to-

morrow in view of release of

water from Bansagar dam as
flood-like situation prevailed
in state.

Kumar, who held a high le-
vel meetingto assess the situa-
tion, later went on an aerial
survey of Patna, Bhojpur, Sa-
ran, Vaishali, Begusarai and
Khagaria. He told reporters
there is at the moment no pos-
sibility of flood waters ente-
ring into Patna city.

Meanwhile the rising wa-
ter level of Gangahas moreor
less created flood-like situa-
tion in all the districts situa-
ted along the banks of the ri-
ver in Bihar.

Ganga and six other rivers
were flowing above danger
mark in Patna, Bhagalpur,
Khagaria, Katihar, Siwan,
Bhojpur, Buxar and Hajipur
districts, a disaster manage-
ment department statement
said. The districts which are
witnessing flood-like situa-
tion included - Patna, Vaisha-

li, Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran, Be-
gusarai, Samastipur, Lakhisa-
rai, Khagaria, Munger, Bha-
galpur and Katihar, the
department statement said.
Around 15,000 people are
sheltered in 82 relief camps af-
ter being evacuated from flood
affected areas, it said adding
that all camps have the faciliti-

a5 of medical team with medi-

cines. Stating that several dis-
tricts of Bihar have been fa-
cing the threat of inundation,
Kumar said that “The water
level of Ganga has increased
due to release of water from
Indrapuri barrage and other
rivers merging into Ganga.

“Besides, a huge volume of
water has been released from
Bansagar dam and it 1S expec-
ted that water level, which has
reduced, will once again rise
by tonight or tomorrow mor-
ning,” Kumar said.

The CM held Farakka dam
responsible for slow dischar-
ge of water from Ganga which
has become shallow due to he-
avy siltation. This causes flo-
od water tospread toother are-
as. The CM appealed to people
to vacate therivebank areas.
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Ina corner of Patna distnct. those who left ﬂooded homes descnbe how they endured a week of hard<

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 23

FOR THE first time in a week, since the
swollen Ganga forced them to leave their
homes and camp in higher places, residents
of Kasaha diarg ate dinner sent by the gov-
ernment. The diara, part of Mokama assem-
bly constituency, lies at one end of the

Rajendra Setu, on Patna district’s border with
Begusarai.

“It1s not that we had been going without
food,” said Saho Nishad, “but we had been
surviving on meagre provisions and trying
to prolong our stock as long as possible. Until
today, there was no government help.”

When food did arrive Wednesday, it
brought scenes of relief all around. Nishad's
children happily started eating chura(beaten
rice) from one dish as soon as the family got
its share of chura, rice and pulses. The area of
about 10,000 people, mostly EBC Mallahs or
Nishads, had never seen inundation of this
scale in the last 25 years.

“We had been surviving on old stocks or
by borrowing and sharing with neighbours,”

- sald Yogendra Nishad of Shivnagar village of

Kasaha, spread over 5 km. “It is only because
of the presence of media and local politicians
that the Mokama block administration has
woken up from its slumber and started dis-
tributing food.”

“It is true that the Mokama circle officer
reacted late,” agreed JD{U) spokesperson and
MLC Neeraj Kumar, who toured the area. “We
are happy that people are now getting food.
We will give the people’s feedback to the
state government.”

Kasaha is one of 20-odd belts flooded by

a Ganga swollen after the discharge of addi-

tional water from UP, MP and Jharkhand.
Overall, 12 districts of Bihar have been af-
fected by flooding in riverine and low-lying
areas, from Buxar to Bhagalpur along the
(anga, in Rohtas and Saran along the Sone.
Some 30 to 40 per cent of Kasaha diara’s
residents earn their living from animal hus-
bandry. As such, their biggest worry was the
safety of their cows, buffaloes and goats.
Sanjay Nishad and Manti Devi, for example,

Saho Nishad's three children share a dish of chura after relief arrived; sofar, the
family had been rationing its meagre stock. Santosh Singh

. il .

raised a machan, or elevated bamboo plat-
form, and tied their cattle below it.
“Though the administration sent 14
boats, not one was used to carry our animals,
our most precious possession. Some of us
paid Rs 1,000 to a private boatman to carry
one cow or one buffalo,” said Sugla Devi of

Janjeera village.

Living under plastic sheets, hundreds of
people are waiting for the Ganga to recede. In
the last two days, it has receded two feet but

is still hovering around the danger mark,
with the Sone putting additional pressure on
the Ganga in Buxar.

Disaster management control said 22
people including 11 in Bhojpur have died in
the last three days. Over 1.39 lakh people
have been evacuated, of whom 1.05 lakh are
camping at 162 relief centres across the 12
districts.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar called on the
Prime Minister seeking a solution to floods.




VARANASI FLOODED

(xanga in spate, rising a centimetre an hour

= lettars®hindustantimes.com

VARANASE With the Ganga show-
Ing no signs of relenting, the
temple town seems to be head-
ing for the second worst flood in
the last three years.

In 2013, the city was gripped by
a massive flood when the Ganga
totiched 72. 63-metre mark flooding
several pockets of the district, said
the central water commission. The
river had reached the highest ever
level of 73.901 metre in 1978.

On Tuesday, the Ganga was
flowing at 72.48 metre and ris-
ing at the rate of one centimetre
per hour. The officials said that
the river water will increase to
72.60 metre in the next couple of
hours, hitting some more pockets
in the city,

The Varuna, a tributary of
the Ganga, is also swelling. The

o m e HUP‘LI..I.E:[L].UH.

= An aerial view of Allahabad city submerged in flood waters.

condition at Assi Ghat is no dif-
ferent. Flood waters entered new
areas on Tuesday, one of them
being Trauma Centre Road. The
swollen Ganga has affected 40
bockets in the city Besides, 225

villages are also in the grip of the
floods. Several thousand people
have been affected in eastern UP
districts of Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur. In Varanasi, many
locals from Ramana shifted their

SHEERAZ RIZVI/HT

cattle to safer locations.

SDM (sadar) Aryaka Akhauri
sald, “Gram pradhans (village
heads) have been instructed to
prepare a list of affected families
and set up relief camps.”
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FLOODS SOFAR Sg A

UTTAR PRADESH

Release of water from Nepal,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttrakhand
raises river levels further. Ganga
above danger mark in parts of
Allahabad, Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur and Ballia. Yamuna above
red mark in Banda, Allahabad,
Betwa in Hamirpur, and Sharda in
Kheri. Rs 23.84 crore flood relief so
far.

BIHAR

Over 23 lakh people affected by
floods in 12 districts of Bihar. 22
dead in the floods over the Jast one
week.

RESCUE

10 freshly NDRF teams began rescue
and relief work in flood-hit Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh even as the force
rescued over 33,000 marooned
people from various states, The
force deployed a number of boat
ambulznces. Until the fresh
dispatch, the NDRF had 17 teams in
Biharand 19in UP,

&+
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Major rivers in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
flowing above the danger mark .-

At least 22 per;ﬁﬁfs" have been killed, 23.71 lakh people affected in Bihar

NEW DELHE: The Ganga and SR
five other rivers are still ) B | | . L
flowing above danger mark - %Y | | Y R
in many parts of Bihar, trig-
gering a flood-like situation
in the districts situated
along the banks of the river,
while in Uttar Pradesh wa-
ter level of major rivers has
crossed the red mark at sev-
eral places in the State.

At least 22 persons have
been killed while 23.71 lakh
people affected in the Bihar
floods with many areas, €s-
pecially the riverine belt of
12 districts was badly reel- o o -
ingunderwaterinthe State,. A= T S Sy

The floods caused by a g oo === T<zi s
spate in rivers Ganga, Sone,  JAEME: - - S
Punpun, Burhi Gandak, DRI o= = .
Ghaghra and Kosi have af-
fected 23.71 lakh people 1n
1,115 villages under 362 pan-
chayats in 12 districts of the
state, a Disaster Manage-
ment Department state-

—— —_—_

STAYlNG AFLOA msés inflated tubes to cross a flooded area of Haijipur, Bihar, on Tuesday. —PHOTO: PTi

ment said. Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran, Be-  danger mark atsix placesin  Water Commission  crossed the danger mark at
gusarai, Samastipur, Lak- Digha ghat, Gandhi Ghat, (CWC), Ganga is flowing Palliakalan (Kheri).

Bhojpur worst hit hisarai, Khagaria, Munger, Hathidah in Patna, Bhagal- above the danger mark at . |

Bhojpur district, which Bhagalpur and Katihar —a  pur and Kahalgaon in Bha-  Fafamau and Chatnagin Al- Heavy rainfall warning

accounted for the maxi- Disaster Management De- galpur district, and in cer- lahabad, Mirzapur, Varana- The IMD’s Bhopal Centre

mum number of deaths, re-
ported 12 deaths followed
by Vaishali (6), Bhagalpur
(2) and one each in Buxar
and Lakhisarai district.

The districts witnessing
flood-like situation in Bihar
included — Patna, Vaishal,

partment statement said.

Ganga and five other riv-

ers were flowing above
danger mark in Patna, Bha-
galpur, Khagaria, Katihar,
Siwan, Bhojpur and Buxar
districts of Bihar.

Ganga was flowing above

tain points of Munger
district and Buxar district,
it said. |
Ganga, Yamuna, Sharda
and Ken are flowing above
the danger mark in Uttar
Pradesh. |
According to the Centre

si, Ghazipur and Ballia,
while Yamuna is flowing
above red mark at Chillagh-
at (Banda), Hamirpur and
Naini (Allahabad).

Ken river is flowing
above the danger mark at
Banda while Sharda has

director Anupam Kashyapi
said heavy rainfall is likely
at isolated places in Sin-
grauli, Sidhi, Rewa, Satna,
Umaria, Katni, Shahdol,
Rajgarh, Guna and Agar-
Malwa districts in the next
24 hours. — PT1 |
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Farakka barrage the cause of silt in Ganga,

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

CHIEF MINISTER Nitish Kumar called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi
Tuesday and pitched for a national silt man-
agement policy as a permanent solution to
the flood problem, which has killed 22 peo-
ple so far. He also urged the Prime Minuster to
to send a team of experts to assess the “un-

precedented” situation and the latter agreed,
Nitish told journalists.

Nitish demanded removal of Farakka bar-
rage in West Bengal, which he said was be-
hind the increasing silt in the Ganga. He said
the benefits from the Farakka barrage are far
less than the damage that is happening due
toit. It is due to the barrage that the level in
various rivers of Bihar have gone above pre-
vious records despite rainfall having been 14
per cent below normal, he said.

must be rem oved, Nitish tells P%Modi

“NitisK whamet Home Minister Rajnath
Singh separately, told journalists he feels like
“crying” when he sees the condition of the
Ganga in Bihar. He suggested that the gov-
ernment’s Namami Gange project focus on
better silt management.

“The only way to get rid of this problem s
desilting. There is a need for national silt
management policy,” Nitish said. “The Prime
Minister assured me that experts will be sent
toBihar.”
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