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Lenders to Decide on Stressed Power
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New Delhi: Toplenders to power
projects including State Bank of
Iniia, Punjah National Bank, Po-
Wer Einance Corps and others ha-
ve agreed (o decide the fate of a
duzen stressed assets totalling
about 18,000 MW by October 10,
- At-a meeting belween lenders :
and top Buvermment officials late.
on Thursday large lenders explas
ined risks of moving power pro-
Jectstainsolvency court todisag-
melngmqglmoqtﬁfwhh:h have

- smallerexposypes, and songhtto
- drriye upon a decision hetore the

setdeadiine, sonrpes said. {

" The meeting Was attended by
Lop “executives: af most banks
Wwith- eXposure to power sactor
Dowersecretary Ajay Bhalla and
otfier senior offieials of oy

and financeministries, theysaid
- Lenders were informed abont

| rising electricity. dumand and

mgastires being praposed by the
highlev&lempowgrcdpr_mmllttee
that is working to address issues
related to fiel. discom pavment
delaysand repulatory approvals,

- "Banks with lesser sxposure to

stressed assets i powen secior
havebecn asked toeome together

and decide sither to agres with

the resolutinn plan or refer the

Projectsto bankruploy court rat- |
Ber than dilly-dallying,” said a

seilor officlal who attended the
ders were also informed abaut
the risk of geiting lower valyg-
Hons in the insolvency coure.

MNoneof theresolutlon plans forr

the power projects underblddipg.

have so far received 100% lenders.
g@d_Pmiecipmmeﬂhhatg}

mestng. “I'he disagreeing len.

Barh. Energy KSK Mahanadl,
Pmyngrg} Bower || Generation
Corp, Tissar Mahan, RKM Power-
gen, Rattanindia” Amravati angd
Nashik are awalting 100% len-
ders’ nod (o complete resoly-
tons, In most resolution procee-

dings, banks finglised bidders.

but not deals dus:
Sl o resistanee.
Mone of the fropm 1520% len-
resolution ders even ay the:
planshas so offors are bettay
fargot100%  than ?xpegeggr&'*
‘mod.  quiring lenders
Uﬂﬂ!“ to takp 60% hair
cat, thesourees said,

- Banks will not be able to frans.
Tihe power projectstonew -

. motors evenif they agree to fing-

lise'the deals because of the sta-
tus quo verdict of the Supreme
Court, “However, i the resaly.
tion plans are decided, it can cre-

fromInsolveney

jects by Oct 10

choose between resolution plan or bankruptcy

Aate a favburable ground before
the coltet {0 salvage at least soMme
i these good operational assets
proceedings, "
anotherofficialsaid.”  © 17"
Banks and POWET producers got
an interim relief from the Reser-
ve Bapk circular's mandate ve-
ferring the projects to insol venoy
courtduetoSuprene Court'ssta.
s quo ovder: Power companies

had moved courts after the RBT

refused extensionof deadline for
cenmipleting resolutions of sires-
Sied posel plants. The Allahabad

‘High Court ruled in favoun of

RBEI, the Supreme Coupe had ony

Septomber 11 opdered status (i)

ont the projocts and transferred

alleases on thecircular tn itselr
RBUs Fabruary 12 eirenlarman-

dated the banks to resalye stres-

jsedd assets by August 97 oF move

them tobankrupiovcouwrt. i

i
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Kharif Acreagev\

Up 0.61% YoY Qf
toL,05781 L H

. New Delhi: Plantmg of Kharif crops this

season has increased overthe previous ye-

ar's figure. According to latest numbers

from the agriculture ministry, kharif crop
planting has covered 1,057.81 lakh hectare
from'June to September20 a0.61% increa-
sefrom1,051.36 lakh hectares ayearearlier

Rice, oilseeds and sugarcane saw the in-
crease whilepulses, coarse cerealsand cot-
ton saw the decline. The government has

MORE RICE, OILSEEDS PLANTED _

set a target of planting kharif erop on

1,058.10 lakh hectaresthis year.
Meanwhile, data from the weather de-'
partment shows monsoon rainfall has be-
en10% below nermalso far thisyear
Rice plantingsaw a 2.36% increase over
the previous year at 885.85 lakh hectare,

Higheracreage wasreported from Telang- S
_ana,‘Karnataka , Madhya Pradesh and
-Punjab. Planting of oilseeds, chiefly soya-

bean. sesamum and castorincreased while
groundnutand mgerfeliﬂkmgtotal plan-
ting from the previous year to 3.10% inecre-
aseat178.271akh hectare. -
Sugarcane, was planted on 51.94 ]akh hec
tares, up4.17% fromayearearlier. Areaun-
der cotton however was 0.89% lower at
120.64 lakh hectares. The area of pulse cul-
tivation too dropped 111% to 137.93 lakh

e

hectares. Major dip was seen in uradbear. -

In coarse cerealsthe planting fell by 3.92%

. to 176.16 lakh hectare. All major cereals

from jowar, bajra, ragi, small millets and
maize saw thedip.

The 91 major reservoirs held 23% more
water as on Thursday compared with last

. year and 5% more than the ten yearavera-

geat120.087 billion cublc metres _OUR BUREAL
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i Gentral team
| to assess
- flood havoc

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

| THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
]

: The infer-ministerial team
' deputed by the Central go-
. vernment to assess the ex-
- tent of damage caused by
' ~the floods in Kerala last
_; month is scheduled to start
its ground- tmﬂung ﬂxer
1 ciseon Fnday
The 11- member team is
~headed by BR. Sharma,
- Special Secretary, Mlmstry
f of Home Affairs,
I It will split into four sub
| groups and visit the flood-
¢ ravaged areas in all but Thi-
. Tuvananthapuram and Ka-
“sargod  districts  which
were spared the fury of the
ﬂ

T'he team is schedu]ed
to meet Chief Minister Pin-
Aarayi Vijayan and discuss
ﬂleirassessment of the sit-
- uation with him before
therr return on Monday

u.'.ma n.m-rrzmmvn_-.-.-m 3
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HT Correspondent
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JAIPUR: Rajasthan chief minister
Vasundhara Raje on Thursday
said that the ¥37,000-crore East-
ern Rajasthan Canal Project in
the state's Dausa district will
meet thedrinking water and irri-
gationneeds of 13 districts,

KRaje said she had requested
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
approve the project when he
visited JaipuronJuly 7. “Ithank
the Prime Minister, who had
assured us of thisscheme, andthe
Central Water Commission
approved thisscheme,” she said
at a public meeting in Dausa as
part of the Gaurav Yatra she is

= Chief minister Vasundhara Raje during Rajasthan Gaurav Yatra, FrifLe

undertaking across the state to
galvanise support ahead of the
assembly polls later this year,
Rajesaid the BJF government
has introduced the law that pro-

vides for capital punishment for
those held guilty of raping girls
under 12, “Tillnow, three culprits
havebeensentenced todeath.”
Shesaid many rapecaseswere

reported under the Congressrule
but claimed the party did noth-

ing. “Even Manmohan Singh, the
then prime minister, and Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi did
notspeak onthis,” shesaid.

Rajesaidhergovernment has
waived loans up to ¥50,000 for
farmers, which has been done for
the first time in the history. She
added that the farmers havebeen
given 33,000 crore as insurance
claims for crop failure.

She said, for the first time, the
valueadded tax on petroland die-
sel had been reduced by 4% and
the fuel prices were down by Rs
2.50perlitre. “In the entire coun-
fry, it was BJP's Rajasthan gov-
ernment which slashed the fuel

cwe THE ECONMIC TIMES

37k-cr canal prOJect ml\@g\p 13 districts’

price and provided relief to all
sections of the society, " shesaid.

Rajesaid electricity tariffs for
farmers werenot increased and
domestic power supply is being
provided for 20 hours across the
state. “The domestic electricity
connections are being given for
Rs 500 and there will be nohouse
left inthe state that willnot have
power by March 2019,” she said.

Shetook a dig at the Congress
sayingit getsdisappointedifthey
dosome good work.

“Around 6,000 constables were
promotedto head constablesand
for the first time in the history,
the insurance of police personnel
was increased, which has dis-
turbed the Congress.”
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teoralogical Dep enf(IMD)s: : : n,’
herforecast. ot e { maasureﬂup 1024%. . *
ang star - Withdrawal of mensoon mthelasttenda}mﬂf
September is quite normal, but there could bea
roblem for crops ready forﬂlmfest if it moves
yondearl}"a{)f;:tbbm; whichlooks likelyas per
prese; twea&zemzondmnns, saidMadan Sabna- *
chief economistat Careilaﬁngs :
: “At the time of withdrawal of ; ‘monsoon, we
__ tendtoseestormyweather,”! hesaid. “Thisco-
- incides with the time the crop is ready to har-
* west which could be damaged because of
ong winds. A]rea&y wehave seen that the
‘the ) 51 age for certain crops is low. So, that could
‘ason, an eventrecorded after: : bl cerbate the situationfurther”
‘The ongoing spell of rainfall 4 hwe owever, Samaﬂdea&aﬁhehordeﬂme
cnuld JmProve ramfaliﬁgm-es mnthere- dmught conditions do notIook likeaproblem
| - atpresent, since acreage for' most crops bar- =
- ringcotton and pulseshasbeen satisfactory
The national weather office has forecast a

Bl

Tains smneJunel 5t
| Meanwhile, above normalrams&reaiac&

- ely over Maharashtra, Gujarat, Andhra’i’m .marmal monsoon season this year, but inde-

. desh, Telangana, Chha.ttlsgarh Odisha, Kar ' pendent weather farecastmg agency Skymet

18 natakaandTamﬂNaduiﬂlSeptemberaﬁ - in Augustsaid India could see below normal ™
E _ The overall rainfall of the country hasbeen ‘rainfall season this vear, with rainfall measu-

- dampened by below normal rains in the east rmgupmﬁz% of aver.age, _ | I
llll.llllllllll[ijlu!lllllnu||r||mmmuumun e =5 e -
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~ Willitbhea
drought year?
Cyclone Daye
holds the key

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Much rides on
cyclone Daye, which hit the
Odisha coast early Friday
morning and lay over Chhat-
tisgarh in the evening as it
weakened inio a deep de
pression that's expected to
bring widespread rain to
central and north India over
thenext three-four days.
This is probably the last
storm system to hit Indiadu-
ring the monsoon season en-
ding on September 30 and
the amount of rain it brings
will decide whether this ye-
ar'smonsoon finally ends up
in the below-normal range
or in the drought category
Currently, the countrywide
seasonal rainfall deficit is
10%. Anything belowthat is
called a drought year, while
ashortfallof 4t010% isabe-
low-normalmonsoon.
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&
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Storm has energised monsoon

» Continued fromP1

~ yelonic storms are rath-

er rare in Septemben. We

Jexpect the system to
make a make difference to the
monsoon deficit,” said Mruty-
unjay Mohapatra, additional
director-general at IMD.

The storm has energised
the monsoon that's been poor
in September so far, with
rainfall deficit during the
month at 29%. The depres-
sion is currently over Chhat-
tisgarh and is expected to
move north-westward, cut-
ting through Madhya Pra-
desh before fizzling out close
to the south Rajasthan-north
Gujarat border.

The Met department said
the system is likely to cause
heavy to very heavy rainfall
over Chhattisgarh and east
Madhya Pradesh till Satur-
day and over Vidarbha till
Sunday, Heavy to very heavy
rain isalsolikely on Saturday
over north Konkan, north
Madhya Maharashtra, west
Madhya Pradesh, east Rajas-
than and Gujarat.

From Saturday, system is

10% DEFICIT SO FAR |

SUBDIVISION I!.AINF&LI. MAP (JUNE 170 SEPT 21)

Catogerywise number of subdivisions

Large excess (0
Excess F1
Normal EESISUEEESEEENT 23
Deficit NSNS 12

Large deficit 0

Norain 0

All India
Actual | Normal |%Dep
7605 | 843.71 -10

E Large excess (60%+)
¢ Excess (20% to 59%)

I Normal (-19% to 19%) i
I Deficit (-59 to.-20%) 1
Large deficit {-99% to -80%)

Na rain (-100%) |
[C1No data ) |

The department has is-

expected to interact with a
sted “red alert” warnings for

western disturbance, caus-

ing rain over northwest In-
dia, including Delhi, Harya-
na, Punjab, west UP and Hi-
machal Pradesh.

very heavy rainfall over Hi-
machal Pradesh on Sunday
and Uttarakhand on Monday.

Full report on . toi.in

Cyclone Daye
batters Odisha,
then fizzles out

Bhubaneswar: Cyclone Daye
weakened into a deep depres-
sion and moved towards
Chhattisgarh on Friday, leav-
ing behind a trail of destruc-
tion in several districts of Od-
isha. Under its influence,
heavy rain lashed northern
and sonthernOdisha, causing
flashfloods in Malkangiriand
Balasoredistricts.

CM Naveen Patnaik an-
nounced a cash relief for the
flood-hit pecple of Malkangiri,
which was the worst-affected
district, for seven days. While
everyone will get Rs 60, children
below 12 years will be given Rs
45 a day for the next one week.
Special relief commissioner
Bishnupada Sethi said, “Some
parts of the district, like Koru-
konda, recorded a rainfall of
403mm followed by 256.4mm in
Malkangiri and 133.4mm in
Kakrigumma in the last 24
hoursendingon Friday.™ m~
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é i report of any casualty, smd :
B1shnupada Sethi, Managing
" Director of the Odisha State
Dlsaster Managemen:[

g'II‘ld]STIlCt Roadsm Kangu. low
onda and Potteru were

ubmerged, leading to dis-
la ruption in vehicular move-  tion
_ ment between Ma]kangm 0 '

"'ubmergence in low lying The Meteorological De-

areas of Bhadrak and Bala- partment has forecast heavy

sore has also been reported. to veryheavyram atisolated
-‘Ihewater level in the Jalaka -places as the system Wea-_
Kened into a depression.

il L




~
News item/fietter/articleleditorial published on - ?’/I] { [ 1'

Hindustan Times-.‘l_,/

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

in the

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Funjab Keshari {(Hindl)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
eccan Chronicle 3

Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle

Azj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
-Nai Duniya (Hindi}
The Times of Indiz (&)
Business standard

end documented at Bheairath{English}& Publicity Section, CWC.

THE

&
Coverng L. Y15

K’taka rej] ects plan

1:0 declare western

'MEW DELHE ‘The union environ-
| ment ministry will be socn issn-
*mgaﬂmﬂmﬁﬁwhmdm]aﬁng
theWeamt}hatsasem—sensi-
tweama{ﬂﬂ&)fm’awcnﬂﬁme
‘after a similar draft in 2014
;'-e:q:imddugtnalec]mt‘msmsus
among states and the Centre.
Karnataka, oneofthesistatesto
‘e affected, has dlready said it

| willnotacceptthe fresh notifica-
tion as ‘nnd.uha?e anaﬂvorsa 4

AR Mehta, additional secre-
i: rary eivironmen: ministry said,

“Wearein the processof repub-

lshingthedraftnotification. We

will havea discussion withKar-

' A seniorenyironment minis
try official, whodidn'twishtobe
five states seem 1o be on board
requesting minor amendments,

"Karnataka, however, is not

The declaration of Westérn
Ghais ESA has assumed s!gmﬂ-

ala flopds in July. Prmni\m_l_r

v.law of the Kerala flonds. it has
ﬂ:recbﬂtheet‘rﬂ:mtmmm

i

tretonot reduceth
-andissue thenotification inio-to.
Theenvironment ministry, how-

sever, is issuing \a_-d.raft nndilllca—

E\a_nx_m

' tovespond, “We will go back to

GTif states back out,” the offi-

Khmaw.}m ibmsi milmter d@]dtedahmadded.
Shm;}m.rk, said thestate willnot “The new ESA notification is
n—mmmanﬂwmem based on anassessment byahigh-
niotification, "The Westarn Ghats  level working group headed by
¥ FSAnotifcationwillhavemajor  spacescientist KRashurirangan.
impacton the state’s economy.  Before that, a working group
“headed by Gadgil set up in 2010
‘had recommended 75% of the
=, We.gtem{;‘hmsmaheﬂmlmnd
ESA 6 16 37% prop
¥ il irangan eommittes:
| eategory industries will be TheGaEgﬂwmmiﬂml‘ml_me—
restricted in the Ghats, which —ommended thatlocal bodtesand
| wiili affect livelihoods.” willagers should be consulted
Red category m:lustdea are  beforeany development project
heaﬂlypo!luﬂngiadush'mshke ‘'comes upin the ESA, “Tdon't
[ icals, pulp - think the state governmenthas
a:ndpnperan&mmem. i - changed its view on ESA It had
The ESA yrestricts d the Gadgil repart and

' * “destruction in places like Viya:
Tk

m14nutlﬁcaﬂ|m but after the
“Kerala floods, they have been
quiet, Fromanecologicalpotntol
wiewandafter seeingthemassive

Ecommic TIMES
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Shig ‘e Tamil Nadu govern-
I ment has on Saturday

; asserted that the Sterlite
Industries” plant in Tuticorin

. would not be re-opened as its

. .Vedanta Ltd unit was in line
with the people’s sentiments, |
S ‘Thiscomesatatimewhena
three-membet panel appoint-

policy decision to seal the

- ed by the National Green Tri-

. bunal (NGT) and led by former

~ Meghalaya High Court Chief

| tovisitthe coppersmelterplant T

Justice Tarun Agrawal is slated

in the southern district,
"Our stand is that once it is
-closed. itisclosed. Apolicy dec-
ision was taken by the govern-
ment and based on that the
plantwas sealed. They (Vedan-
tayhavemoved the NGT against
the sealing and a panel was for-
med. We have moved the Supr-
eme Courtsaying not even that
panel is required,” Fisheries
Minister D Jayakumarsaid here.
Jayakumar ‘said the local
people were against the plant,

. and therefore the government

took adecision toseal it “inline

withthesenhmenrsofthepw :
. ple of Tuticorin™. “There is no

chance of re-opening it by the

. government,” he asserted.

The Tamil Nadu govern-

ment had ordered permanent .

‘closure of the copper smelier
planton environment grounds
‘inthewake of protests by locals.

‘Thelocals protested deman-

- ding the closure of the Sterlite
factory for 99 days and the stir

- turned violent on May 22, onits

- 100th day, as 13 agitators were

. Killed in police firing.

The state government had
last Tuesday urged the Central

to supportthe Veﬁantamttt

Pollution'Control’ Baard (GPCB)

o postpone Saturday’s visit of
the expert committee tothe

-closed Sterlite Industries; cit-

ing pendency of its appeal in
the SC against the NGT order
settingup the panel.

Inits communication tothe

CPCB, the Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Conirol Board (TNPCB) re-
ferred to pending cases in the
Supreme Court against the NGT
order on setting up the panel.
_Earlier, the state governm-
ent had alsorejected the Cent-
‘re'sreport on groundwater con-
tamination in Tuticorin against
the backdrop of the Stetlite con-
rOVersy, Sa.y!.ng it was “abso-
lutely vague” and seemed to
support the Vedanta unitwhich
was “totally unwarranted™. It
had said the state “strongly feels
‘thatthe reportismotivated and
has been prepared only (o prej-
1udice the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment and the TNPCB cases in
warious judicial fora”.
Toaquery, Jayakumarrejec-
ted archrival Dravida Munnetra

' Kazhagam's (DMK) contention

~hide”,

thar ﬂ:leru]mgA]J]_ndlaAnna ;
‘Dravida Munnetta Kazhagam’s

(ATIADMK) September 25 pro-

-test against Congressand DMK

on the Sri Lankan Tamils issue
“was a bid to divert attention

- from corruption charges faced

by the ruling dispensation.
- * The ATADMK has announ-
ced state-wide publicmeetings

~6'I_i:$_eptember’ 25seeking “trial”
-.of the DMK and the Congress

for “war crimes” against Tamils

~in the 2009 Sti Lankan civil
«conflict. Jayakumar said the:

‘meetings were not an attempt
‘atdiverting attention from any-
thing “as we have nothing to
Jayakumar added,
- “Certain truths have to be told
‘tothe people at the right time.”
- The old political issue has
‘been revived by the ATADME
-in the backdrop of the recent
‘remarks of former Sri Lankan
‘President Mahinda Rajapaksa
ithat the Indian government
‘helped his country during the
final waragainst the Liberation
‘Tigers of Tamil Eelam (ITTE).
+ - Rajapaksa was at the helm

L—;hy'imes of India (A)
lisiness standard

¢ eﬂzmcstrﬁem SriLankaended
- in 2009 with the defeat of the

LTTE while the DMK was part

of the Congress-led United

ng;es&veA]hanee:‘maxmled
Indiathen. = =
The AIADMI{ hati on

- Septemiber 19 adopted a reso- :
‘lution at a meeting here alleg-" 1=

ing that the DMK and the
Congress were Tesponsible for
the killings of thousands of

“Tamils duting the war..

“Now that Rajapaksa has -
openly admitted to all secrets,
‘the DME-Congress. coalition

-governmentaiding thekillings

0f150,000 Tamils and rapes of

thousands: of Tamil women.
-should betreated aswar crimes,

and those involved should be
made war criminals and given

punishment,” ithad said.

Jayakumar sought to know
why the DMK had not warned
the Congress of withdrawing

~supportseeking ceasefire then,

and said had this been done,
“the 150,000 lives would have
been saved™. ;
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TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, SEPTEMBER 22
The post-monsoon rain lash-
ing the region since Satur-
day morning has left farm-
ers worried, as they were set
to harvest the kharif erops,
including cotton, paddy,
bajra, and moong. Agricul-
ture experts say that {he Sat-
urday raim is unlikely to
have a major impact on the
crops but they can suffer
damage if the rain continues
for the next couple of days,
as forecast by the Meteoro-
logical Department.
Farmers have started
plucking cotton balls in the
region and harvesting is like-
1y io pick up next week, How-
ever, the rain can lead to
moisture in the blooming
balls and therr blackening,
The ramn accompanied with
strong winds have also dam-
aged standing paddy, moong,
jawar, and bajra erops.
However, farmers hope
that 1t will be beneficial for
the advance sowing of
chana and mustard for the
coming rabi season.
Kuldeep Sheoran, a farmer
of Badhra village, =aid that
they also suffered losses due
to sudden wilting of cotton.
“Whatever cotton crop is
remaining, the untimely rain
is likely 1o damage it. Bajra
has also been flattened by
winds accompanying the

The flattened paddy crop in a fiel

d near Kaithal on Saturday.

e =

Chi's rally washed out

Untimely rains leave farmers worried

The Pragati rally of the BJF to be addressed by Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal Khattar at Kaimri village in the Nalwa seg-
ment of Hisar on Saturday was cancelled due to rain. The
EJIP had made elaborate arrangements for the rally and par-
1y workers had been working hard to mohilise peopley. The
Chief Minister cancelled all programmes in Hisar.

I\ﬁﬂs’arnims_! along Yamunz

Hisar: The Central Government has issued a warning to the
northern states, including Haryana, about heavy to very
heavy rainfall in the region in the next three days. The state
government has issued & warning urging people living along
the Yamuna not to go close to the river, as the water level is
likely to go up in view of the rains in Himachal Pradesh. Fol-
lowing the weather advisory, Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agriculture University has postponed the Krishi
Mela to be held on September 24-25 to October 4-5 October.

rain,” he said.

Baldev Singh of the Indian
Meteorological Department
in Hisar said that about 44
mm of rainfall was recorded
in  Hisar il Saturday
evening. “The weather condi-
tion will continue forthe next
two or three days,” he added.

Dr Surender Singh, Head
of Meteorological Depart-
ment in the HAU, said that
the rain adversely impacied
the kharif crops, which are
on maturity. *More rain is
forecast for the next couple
of days. The cotton, paddy
and moong crops are unlike-
ly to withstand excessive
rain and strong winds. How-
ever, it will be beneficial for
farmers who are planning
advance sowing of mustard
and chana.” he added.

Paddy crop fiattened
Rurukshetra: Standing pad-
dy crop at a few places was
reportedly flattened due o
rain accompanied by winds
in the early hours of Satur-
day. Deputy Director, Agricul-
ture, Dr Karamchand, said
thal no major impact on the
paddy crop had been report-
ed. However, crops were
lodged in a few pockets in
low-lying areas, he added. A
maximum of 14 mm to 31
mm of rainfall was received
in the district.

Crop at grain markets drenched
Ambala: Sianding paddy
crop al several places was
flattened due to untimely
rainfall in the distriet. The
produce lying in grain mar-
kets got drenched, resulting

in a higher moisture level in
the crop. Suresh Eumar, &
farmer, said that the crop flai-
lened and now it would be
harvested manually. Mean-
while, Deputy Director Agri-
culture Girish Nagpal, said
that, “No report of crop loss
has been received from any
part of the district.

Alert sounded

Sonepat: The district admin-
istration has sounded an alert
in villages located along the
Yamuna and adwvised wil-
lagers nol to enter the river
and leave their cattle near it,
as the water level is likely o
mcrease considerably in the
coming hours following
heavy rain in Himachal area=
since Friday. The district has
received 12 mm to 25 mm of

rainfall at different places.
Though there has been ne
report of crop loss, erop har-
vesting will be temporarily
hampered for & few days.

Now, harvesting to be costly

Yamunanagar: Farmers are
afraid that the excessive rain
can result in flooding of their
fields, causing damage to
their paddy crops. “Most of

the paddy crop in the distriet |

15 in the harvesting stage. At
this stage, rain could flatten
the standing crop or even
lead to germination,” said
Joginder Singh, a farmer
from Devdhar village,

Arun Kumar, a farmer from
Jathlana, said thai farmers
had to pay more to labourers
or harvesters for harvesting
their flatiened paddy crop.
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Monsoon normal in state after 7 years,,

Heavy rain forecast today, tomorrow; cotton, paddy farmers fear crop damage 4

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

7

MOSTLY DEFICIENT :
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 22 YEAR | MONSOON (%) [
Thanks to the widespread 2006 | 113 !
rain on Saturday and a sim- 2006 | .
ilar prediction for the next 2007 377 .
twn? days, IPunjab is likel_vl to 2008 | 203 |
finish this monsoon with =t —
i . 2009 36
normal rainfall. It will be s |
: : 2010 7.4
the first time since 2011 o1 s e
that the state will have a H5is T |
normal monsoon. T |
With Saturday’s rain, the ! = |
stale has so far recorded 2014 %0 |
393.9 mm rainfall this sea- 2015 | 8|
son and till the fourth 2016 25
week of September, 468.1 2 ; = 2017 | 21
mm is expected. The state  People wade through a waterlogged road after heavy rain in Patiala on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO *11.3% BELOW NORMAL

was 16 per cent deficient,

but according to the rainfall. A drop in both day el Those who have In Malwa,_cottnn farmers  of the rainfall, as it in;reas-
Chandigarh Meteorologi- andnighttemperatureswas = ~ N are a worried lot, appre- es the threat of flattening of
cal Centre, the entire gap recorded. The maximum sown shortterm varieties hending crop loss due to crops, if strong winds
is likely to be filled with temperature fell to 32  of paddywill sufferthe incessant rain. accompany the rainfall.
the eurrent spell. degree Celsius and the min-  most asthe harvest Though the area under Earlier this year Ithe gov-
The state had last wit- imum was 22°C. has already started cotton cultivation came ernment had raised the
nessed a normal rainfall in Meanwhile, farmers have 3 down in Malwa this year, MSP of cotton from Rs 4,020
2011. At that time, it was 7  said that the current spell of re_achlngthg markl::-t. the farmers were expect- to Rs 5,150 per guintal.
per cent above normal. rain will prove harmful for Discolouration of high- ing a bumper yield. How- Kamal Deep Singh, a
Twelve districts have so paddy. Jagmohan Singh,  quality basmati would ever, with the forecast of farmer from Jalandhar dis-
far witnessed normal rain- state general secretary of  affoct crop prio&s. The heavy rain _in the state for trict, said most of the paddy
fall. It was deficient in six BEKU (Dakaunda), said ongoingshowerlel three days just around the  sown on nearly 1,500 acres
distriets —  Bathinda, those who had sown short- harvesting time, they fear had got submerged. “We
Moga, Muktsar, Jalandhar, term varieties of paddy also delay harvest. the worst now. have been asking district

Amritsar and Kapurthala
— and scanty in Mansa,
Fazilka and Ferozepur
Ropar district witnessed
excess rainfall with around
1,000 mm so far.

The current spell of rain
will start receding on Mon-
day, while some isolated
places will receive heavy

would suffer the most as the
harvest had already started
reaching the market. He
said the discolouration of
high-guality basmati would
affect crop prices. The
ongoing showers will also
delay harvest, he added.
“There have been no case
of erop damage so far, but

Jagmohan Singh, a1 (DaKaUNDE LFADER

if it continues fo rain inces-
and
strong winds blow. then it
can result in major crop
Baldev
Singh Latala, state vice-
president of the All India

santly  tomorrow

said

damage,”

Kisan Sabha.

The cotton had started
arriving in the market in
areas such as Fazilka and
the farmers were upbeat,
as their produce was
already fetching a price of
above Rs 5,800 per quintal.

Agriculture experts have
advised the farmers not to
irrigate their fields in view

officials to provide pump
sets for draining out water
11 seems unlikely that the
standing crop will survive if
it continues to rain till Sun-
day morning.”

In Patiala, the district
administration is keeping a
close watch on the water
level in the Ghaggar.
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Despite copiousrainfall,
mostrivers godryin state

Climate experts term it rare; greens point to loss of vegetation

BENGALURU: The state,
which witnessed bounte-
ous rainfall withalmost all
rivers flowingin spate until
a few weeks ago, is suddenly
staring at acute scarcity of
potable water.

Paving way for yet another
disaster, major rivers and riv-
ulets along the Western Ghats
and coastalareashave driedup
unfolding a near summer-like
situation in several districts.

The sudden drying up of riv-
ers and water bodies in less
than a month since the heavy
rainfall has not only left the
state’s scientific communi-
ty flummoxed but has also
caused panic among people.

While the climate experts,
geologists, hydrologists have
termed it as avare event, envi-
ronmentalists have blamed it
on the rampant destruction of
vegetation over the vears.

“The earth is like a living
body. Forests, rivers and nam-
ralvegetation are suggestive of
its health. But they have been
destroyed over the years re-
sul in the sudden drying

sand water bodies
espec_:ally along the Ghats
and coastal districts,” opined
Dr Rajendra Hegde, Princi-
pal Scientist and Head at the
Bengaluru Regional Centre of

National Bureau of Soil Survey
and Land Use Planning,

Elaborating further,
Dr Hegde said, “The Western
Ghats act as natural filter fa-
cilitating the percolation of
rainwater into the ground.
Further, the humus on top
of the soil helps in retaining
the water. But over the years,
shockingly water retention
capacity in Kodagu and Mal-
nad districts has been reduced
from 5% to just 1%. This has a
cascading effect on flow of wa-
teraswell. Hence, all thewater
bodies have dried up.”

Alarming phenomenon

Expressing conern, yet anoth-
erecological scientistatIndian
Institute of Science (11Sc) Dr
TV Ramachandra said, “This
is indeed a warning for all of
us. The ground water level has
dropped alarmingly and we
had anticipated it when we
were doing research on the

. Western Ghats rivers. Even

though it is common for water
levels inriverstorecededuring
summer, the phenomenon un-
natural as early as September.”
He also said that change in
theland use pattern hasresult-
edinthe lossof unique bacteria
and fungi in soil affecting wa-
terretention capacity.
DH News Service

' Kongana Naadugunm

Tunga, Bhadra Cauvery
Kumaradhara, Nethravati,
Lakshmanatheertha, Payaswini,
Hemava‘:h:‘ ‘Yagachi and Vaate

Kummadu and Hemhoie

Mal:lii(en Snmawarpet

Plummeting
' groundwater
levelinDK

0.42 wtrs

(2013)

8.63 i

(2018)

Nethravati River fastdryingup
In a normal rainfall-year, the water level in Nethravati
River reaches 21 mtrs, But in 2018, despite the region
witnessing excess rainfall, the water level in the river
alarrniﬂglz,lr came duwn tu 13 mtrs in September.

Tankers to supply waterin Kodagu

Rivers and rivulets across Kodagu were in full spate a few
months ago due to heavy downpour, triggering landslides.
However, in less than a month, the district is staring at
acute scarcity of water and potable water is supplied
through tankers,
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ountless poets and lovers
have declaimed over the ag-
es that Venice is ot justa ¢i-
ty; it's a living dream. By
that same measure, irreverent others
would hold that during the mon-

soons in India, its cities are more L
than just cities; they are lived night- = ¥

mares. Venice'’s waterways are cele-

brated the world over and hordes of
tourists descend on the city every

year. In contrast, the streets of India’s

cities become reluctant ﬂw:s at the

miere hint of rain.

There’s a colloguial =iaymg in Kol
kata that every time a frog wets its
pants, the city goes under water. The

same goes for Mumbai, India’s shin-

ing commercial caplta! A few hours

of rain and the shine is smudged by

knee- deep water. Chennai, which did
not experience large-scale- watertag—
gmg even a couple of decades ago,

drastically changed since the de-
h‘htac[ng fleods of 2015.

Flooding in the country’s cities is
due to poor planning and a wilful ne-
glect of urban ecosystems. Besides
inconvenience caused to citizers, it
has serious economic dimensions..
Foor trban planning can cause 4
country to fose as much as 3% of its
GDP every year, according to a report
by the United Nations Environment
Progranime.

4 2
Poptllal:mn explosion.

India has been rapidiy urbzimsmg

since Independence. Tn 1950, just

about 17% of the population lived in
cities. Today, more than a third lives
in urban areas. There are now more
than 300 cities in India, according to
Census 2011 data, of which some 50
-
¥iG

All abna:ﬂPeapie bemg rescued in ﬁsﬁrng boats dunng Lhe
floads in Chennai in December 2015, siamn JOHN -

“host more than a million people.
Three of the world’s 10 largest cities, .
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata, as wall

as three of the world’s fastest growing.

_ cities, Ghaziabad, Surat and Farida-

bad, are in India. 7
Part of the problem is population

explosion. Chandigarh, one of the

most beautiful and well-planned ei-
ties in the country, was meant to

house halfa milfion people; but more
than million and a halflive there now,

Last year in August, torrential rain
caused widespread fioods in the city.

In July this year, Bhubaneswar,'

another leafy, well-planned city with

~ broad avenues, went under watef

due to extreme rainfall. It's no won-
der that the flooding in haphazardly
gsmvingﬂues like Ghambad and Su-
ratis even worse.

But more than the i mcreasmgm.lm-
ber of people, ecologists and plan-
ners say the problem of urban flood=

ing is' man-made, because not -
enough attention is paid to local ¢ eco-’

rough Chennai

The clunkmg of cities every m@nsaon pomts foa wﬂfu} neglect of urban ecosystems

kb

systems and natural'dminage; In this;

the insatiable greed for real estate, of
ten in eonnivance with c1ty ofﬁdals.

is squarely to blame.

In Bengaluru, rapid, unplanned
urban expansion has ensured that
barely a handful of its interconnected
lakes still" wmve, rchbmg the city of
its capacll:}r of namral storm: water
drainage.

The same cant be said of Chenna:
he degradation of Ennore creek has
lncreased. flood tisk in the northern.
parts of the metropolis, and the con-
stant draining of the Pallikaranai
marshes makes waterlogging ‘inevita-
hIe inits souﬂlem stretches . Add the

: ":_InL‘JSO,justabout o
- 17% of the population
lived in cities. Today,
more than a third
lives in urban areas

The Times of india (A)

ublicity Section, CWC. THE EconmMIC TIMES

I L "l',ﬂ' "

__ur

fact that global warming has made
rainfall more erratic and intense in
South Asia, and the problem almost

seems intractable.

~ Shortandintense

As the effects of climate change be-
tame evident, short bursts of intense.
rainfallare expected to become more
common across [ndia, not sparing its

cities, research shows.. Researchers =

say urban flooding results from two

g factors — permeable soil surfaces be-
- ing replaced by impermeable con-
- crete floors due to rapid urbanisa-

tion, and the strong link between
increase in urban raInfa,I] extremes.

~ and temperature,
" msuch a scenano- 1t's more im-

porrautthaneverﬂmwe pay inmme-

- diate attention to more prudent ur-

ban planning that takes in to account
the ecological dimensions of our ex-
panding cities before it’s too late. The
Indian government is in the midst of
framing a natdonal urban policy. It
must ensure that urban planning is
ecology and people-centric rather
than only providing engmcetmg S0+
lutions.

City governance is woefully in-
adequate in our country. The annual
survey of India’s city systems by Ja-
naagraha Centre for Citizenship and

. Governance has found that the poor

state of service delivery across cities.
points to a failure of urban gover-
nance. This must change, and we:

“should take heart from notable ex-
ceptions like Coimbatore, where citi=
zen participation is leading toa l'Ele‘

enation of its water bodies.

India is at the crossroads of an ur-:
ban transformation. We must mian-

age it well, with an eye on sustainable
ecalogical management to avoid
flooding. Otherwise, we will have to.

face up to the unpieaﬂantpmapectof'
being ferried by canoes inChennaior

gondoias n Ghazmbaﬁ. e
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Ra]at Arora&Yogima Sharma

. New Delhi: The governmentis -

wérkmg onaplantosetupa wa-

. terway freight corridor to con-

‘nectthemainland with thenort-
heastern states wia Bangladesh
atacostof £5,000 crore.

- The move would substantially

reduce the time taken to trans-
portgoodstothe eightnortheas-
tern statesand costs. :

The proposed 900-km waterway
would be used to transport fre-
ight from the northern and eas-
tern states to the northeast and

would start near Haldia in West &

Bengal go to the Sundarbans,
merge into the Padma river in
Bangladesh and then join up
withthe Brahmaputrain Assam.

“We are working on the details
‘of theproject. It would substanti-
ally unpmvecﬂnnecmt}’behve-
[ States and nort-
heast, The_ ost of freight trans-

portation would come down sub-

stantially” shipping secretary
Gopal Krishna told ET.
Currently, ‘highway connecti-
vitytothenortheasternstatesis
patchy and transportation of go-
ods by road entails a high cost
and takestime. Accordingto the

!1lustrat:0n ANIRBAN BORA

mimstrv s estimate, the water-

Wway could help reduce the cost

.of transportation by about 70%.

‘The government is already de-
veloping a waterway along the

Gangariver between Haldiaand

Allahabad (1,620 km) at a cost of
74,500 crore. This link will also

NOW happenmg at
~hesaid. -'

“each on the west and east

COI'I'ld()I- 1 a Bangla to N- E States

'Move WIII substantlally red uce costs and time taken to transport goods tothe erg‘ht states

beutilised for trade between In-
diaand Bangladesh.

India and Bangladesh share a
4.095km horder, of which 1,116
kmisalohgrivers. Knshna;s&ld s
Bangladesh plan‘s touse Indian
portsas transhlmnenthubs '

“Instead of using Colombo or
Singapore as a transhipment
hub, Bangladeshisnowlooking
at India. ‘Our eown container
traffic moving to Colombo has
come down 'as trans}_upment is
our fpurts 72

- The shipping m:.matry recent-
ly allowed foreign vessel opera-.
tors to transport containerised
‘cargo meant for import or ex-
port within ports located i in n—
dian territory 10 ensure carg
doesn't Iand up in foreign ]Jubs
suchas Smgapure and Colombo,

He said that in the long term,
India plans to develop tw

as transhipment hubs.
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Delhi gets more
rainas monsao
withdraws -

WBELHI'Interm;ttenrrains con-

tinued in Delhi for the second
- consecutivedayon Sunday clean-

ingupthecity'sairand bringing
| down themaximumtemperature
belew normal. Scientists of the
India Meteorclogical Depart-
mentsaidra]nsarehkelytomn
tinueonMonday.

“We are expecting }ight to
moderaterainfall even on Mon-
day. The sky is expected to clear }
upfrom Tuesdayonwards,”said
BP Yadav, deputy director gen-
eral of Indian Meter:ru]oglcal
Department(IMD).

Officials said this will be the
last spell of rain for this year’s
monsoon over northwest India,
|| including Delhi. Once the rain
ceases, IMD scienfistswould ook
for withdrawal symptoms ofthe
monsoon. Thesymptomsinclude
| morainfallactivity overaperiod
of atleast five days, dry air and
| changingwindpatterns:
| Delhistartedreceivinglightto =

moderate rains since Saturday. -
Between8:30amon Saturdayand
8:30am on Sunday, the IMD s Saf-
dariung observatory, which is
taken to be a representative of
Delhi'sweather, received around
24mmofrain: Another 0.5mmof
rainwas recorded between 8:30
amand 5:30 pmon Sunday. HTC

g
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- MANDI, SEPTEMBER 23
~ The Chandigarh-Manali l'ugh-
. way remained blocked for

" “hours after the water level

P TR —————

Y e S

O TRFE T La a1

~ 1ose in the Beds, submerg-

- ing a portion of the road near
Dwada in Mandi district on

. Sunday, Heavy rain in the

‘upper parts of Kullu- distriet
-spelt chaos inthe area.
Moderate 1o heavy rain
Jashed several places in the
| past 24 hours, The authorities

* have issued an alert and have -
warned residents not o ven-.

tureneartheriver and rivulets,
Water was released from the
- Larji and Pandoh dams, which

~ increased thewaterlevel ofthe
- Beas at Aut. The district
" administration ‘has urged

veoplenotto go towards the

. Beas for the next two to
. three days, which is flowing
. -above the danger mark. -

¢~ Mandi Deputy Superinten-

"

dent' of Police Hitesh

" Lakhanpal said at Dwada, the

TnmumNms Smme 7

. shifted

' CHAMBA; sm-*rnmnua i
-'Chamba Depu 1
“sioner Harike

PALAMPUR SANS POWER, WATER FOR 24 HRS

 Incessant rain has thrown Iife out ofgeaf in Paiampur Ba:—

Jnath and Jaisinghpur.

Al rivers, rivulets and streams are

in spate. Higher reaches uﬂhe Dhau]adhars experienced
'snow on Saturday. Roads, water supply schemes, irriga-
tions channels, residential houses and public property.

have suffered extensive damage. Besides, many parts ol

the region are without power supplyfn]lowmgdamage ity

caused to the transmission lines.

Tiverwater
The traffic had to be halted
for an hour. In the evening,

‘the riverwater level rose
again, forcing the authorities to
+stop the movement of vehicles
for some  time. Meanwhile,
Manali in  Kullu district

flooded ~ the

received the highest rainfall at
1274 mm, followed by

‘Dharamsala (1252 mm), Una
(124.2 mm), Gagret (118 mm),
Jogindernagar (1156 mm),
‘Sujanpur {112 mm), Bhar-
'wain (110 mm), Nadaun (104
-mm), Baijnath (97 mm) and
Kangra (975 mm).

‘held
: meeimg mthdlsinctoiﬁmais
“and directed functionaries uf
- the District Dlsastgt!\&anage-

Raw abﬁve
dangermark
sch oollﬂ__ds __

ena on
Sunday said the students of

 Navodaya Wdyaf_laya at Sarol

“on

the ba:nks ~of
the Ravi had 'bet—:n shifted to
safer places in the wake of
heavy 1 downpour  for

the past 24 hours:

Hesaldthfmerm'sm

‘spate and the Navodaya

Vidyalaya huﬂﬂmghad been
facing serious threat,

The Deputy Onmnnssloner :
an | emergency

‘ment Authority to remain

- prepared to tackle any emer-

gency situ a‘uon:m the wake
of heavy downpour. Hesaida
woman, identified as Guaddi
(47), a resident of Talara
village in Bhattiyat subdivi-

_sion died after falling off

a cliff while" wurkmg A
her farm. Four houses wers
completely damaged at dif-
ferent villages. —OC
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St‘udy by HT professor 1dent1ﬂes four major factors for the dlsasler

R.PR PIU\SAD

| +CHENNAI

A combination of four fac-
tors led 1o extreme flooding
across Kerala this year, a stu-

i dy says. Above mormal sea-
. sonal (May-August) rainfall,

i extreme rainfall events oc-
~curring almost across. the
State during the season, over -

90% reservoir storage even

before the onset of extreme

rainfall events, and finally,
the unprecedented extreme

‘rainfall in the catchment

areas of major reservoirs in

the State led to the disaster.

The summer monsoon
rainfall in Kerala from May to

“August this year was 2,290

. mm, which was 53% above

normal. The average rainfall
during the summer mon-
soon period (June-Septem-
ber)is about 1,619 mm. This
makes 2018 Kerala’s third
wettest year in the last 118

Afile photo of a rescue effortin Alappuzha, Kerala.

years (1901-2018); 1924 and
1961 were the wettest years |

with about 3, 600 mm of an-
nual rainfall. -
. Second, till August 21 the

State witnessed few extreme

rainfall events covering al-
most the entire State. These

-extreme rainfall events have

very low probability of re-
curTence in any given year-
" Third, Kerala received

1634.5 mm rainfall during
the period May 110 August 7, -

which is more than the aver-
age rainfall (1619.37 mm)
during the summer mon-

soon period (June-Septem- :

bena =
As a result, six of the se-

-ven major Teservoirs in the
 State had over 90% storage

before August 8, well before

) Kerala received the unprece-
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Business standard
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What caused the ﬂoods in Kerala?

-dented exrreme raii_lfa]l
-~ events.
_ Finally, the catchment
:areas of major reservoirs in
the State received extreme
rainfall never before wit-
mnessed in the State. The role
of other factors such as
‘changes in how infrastruc-
ture has grown at the ex-
pense of vegetatlon and

§  drainage remains to be stu-

- died.
“The State w1de ﬂoodmg

. shows that reservoirs can
play a major role in improy-
ing or worsening the flood
situation,” says Prof. Vimal
Mishra from the Civil Engi-
“meering Department at 1T
Gandhinagar.

- The results of the study
‘were posted on September
14 in Hydrology and Earth
System Sciences Discis-
sions, and the manuscript is
‘being peer-reviewed.

T 1L, I ey
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EReport hints at our

I"

+Bharati Chaturvadi

| wistters@hindustantimes.com

| ‘NEW DELHI: The United Nation
Programme

¢ Development

1 :(UNDP)recently gave twopieces

- of data to sober us up . First, a

majority of theworld's poorare

under 18 vears of age. And the

i wother, thata third of South Asia
. are multidimensionally poor.

By multidimension, the

: UNDP means not eonly less

income, but lacking access to

“tion, primary education and
¢ health. Tbelieve it tells usabout
* how deeply we have neglected
I our water and soil.

In South Asia, we have pol-
¢ Iuted ourwaterbodiesseverely.
Rivers have not béen cleaned.
| Since centralisedmodelsto han-

dle sewage have failed, clearly,
decentralised models have tobe

—

. rolled out urgently, even retro-

lﬁthngbuﬂdmgcomplexesﬁpos
sible.

- clean water, sanitation, nutri-

far

water and soil neglect

As far as mdustrla] eﬂluen__t

goes, thestoryisdifferent. South
& u)\t\_s

ia has to rapidly move
tcwardsac;rcularecnnomy,
materials, which are less toxic
and make manufacturers and
importersresponsiblefor clean

- disposal of materialsanditems.

As far as nutrition is con-
«cerned, South Asiais already hit

‘by climate change and as a

result, agricultureis alreadyin
‘crisis. If business as usual con-
tinues, we won'thave thefoodwe.
need. A guick shift is needed.

There should be anincentivised

moveto go back to ecologically
‘appropriate crops. Also, there

- should beacampaign toeatfoods |
_ not only more climate change
‘resilient but also more nutri-
- tiousand affordable. SouthAsia

already hasatreasuryc of millets, i
‘for example. At this moment,

smallfarmershavebeagreater
focus point. Last week's grim
newsis our damning score card.
Weeannotallow thisto continue
unattacked with every weapon

«ave have. L e
ey Bharati Chaturved
Founderand Director

- Chintan Environmental Research and
Action Group

Lan e
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SQO homeless in Bengal as Ganga swallows land

The river has submerged large swaths of land of Mu rshidabad causing locals to flee to Malda é&v\

STAFF REPORTER
KOLKATA

Nearly 500 people have be-
come homeless in the Hos-
sainpur area of Murshidabad
district due to severe river
bank erosion by the Ganges.
Since Wednesday the Ganga
has swallowed large swaths
of land in the area causing
locals to flee to neighbour-
ing Malda district.

Locals said the erosion
started in Hossainpur in the
district’s Farakka block from
Wednesday night. After a
temporary lull on Thursday,
the river started raging again
from Friday.

“So far about 100 houses
have been swallowed by the
Ganga rendering nearly 500
people homeless and more
than 40 houses are on the
verge of collapsing into the

=SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

river,” said Obaidur Reh-

man, an area resident.
While a section of the af-

fected people have fled to

Malda district, nearly half of

Rwer bank erosion at Hossainpur in Mursh:dabad distri

”

them are living in makeshift
camps. The situation has
generated severe discontent
among the locals against the
district administration and

the Farakka Barrage Project
authorities.

Locals alleged that the
project authorities “ig-
nored” their warnings re-
garding the erosion.

Denying the allegation, an
official of the Anti Erosion
Division of the Farakka Bar-
rage Project said that “adeg-
uate preventive measures”
have been taken to check the
erosion and the situation
was now under control.

“Whenever such river
bank erosion takes place it’s
a tendency among the locals
to blame us. The section of
the bank which collapsed
got weakened due to abnor-
mal rise in water level this
year along with removal of
soil by the villagers to con-
struct houses,” the official
said.

He further claimed that a
section of the villagers hur-
led abuses at the team of Fa-
rakka Barrage Project offi-
cials when they went to the
spot on Saturday to streng-
then the river bank.

However, district admi-
nistration officials said the
“preliminary measures” ta-
ken by the project authori-
ties were not very effective.

Conforming that about'

500 people have lost their
homes due to river bank ero-
sion a senior district admi-
nistration official said that
they have distributed 250
trampolines among the vil-
lagers and also set up a med-
ical camp in the area.

“We are also helping the
villagers in constructing ma-
keshift shelters,” the official
said.
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Sawng Cauvery scradle

Pratectmg the Kodagu watershed is essential fo ensure the: water security of three States '

Jected te ¢ to about 10 billion by
2050, according 1o the United Na-
tions, and with climite change dis-

‘vernible, both the guantity-and qual-

ity of fréshwater will become critical,
affecting health; food security, and

economic well-béing. A 2015 UN re--

port, Water for a Sustainable World,

painted outthat the gap betweenthe
availability of water and our need for

water is crn}y'mt'ugto increase.
-Projectshrﬂ:erivurhasm

The growing demand on freshwater
resources demonstrates the need for
-sustaimable management of warer, In
this eontext, projects that are being

* contémplated, such as the laying of

n——

mmultiple railway tracks in the critical
Cauvery river basin in Kodagu dis-
trict, Karnataka, are not only eco-
nomically unviable but also ecologh
cilly damaging. Mega prajects pose
clear threat to the longterm water
security of the three States that de-
pend on the Cauvery (Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu), and exacer
bate the threat posed by seasonal
droughts and floods.

The Cauvery basin drains an area
of abour 81,000 sg. km. Originating

* in Taliliveri, Kodagy, the river irri-

gales dgricultural figlds, gencrates
electricity, and “provides drinking
water to-downstream communities
acrnss south India. The Cauvery and

(s tributaries contribute the bulk of

water to the Krishna Raja Sagara dam
near Mysury,' the primary water
source for’ Bengaluru. ‘However, in-
creasing development pressure from
the transportation’and construction
sectors poses.a severe threat to the

* forests, riverbeds, wildlife and agri-
* cultural lands, This March, for the

first timmie in decades, towns such as
Virajpet in Kodagu faced a severe
shortage of drinking water, The con-
tinuing Joss of forestcoverand illegal
sand mining from river beds-endan-

++ ger water and food secutity for all the

downstream communities in - the

t Bhagirath(English]& Publicity Sectio

Uauvery bes{n

The three pmpnsad rallway plans -
‘have major implications, Cne, all the -
tracks will cut through large swaths
vof agricultural farms and felds ‘as -
well as Protected and Reserve For-

iests that aré spread across Kodagu
‘and Mangaliuru districts of Karnata:
“ka, and Wayanad and Kannur dis-
tricts of Kerala. Along this sparsely
populated ‘area, transportation
needs can be met by simply improv-
ng Ex:lsi:mg mads at a fraction of the
mongtary and ecological costiof the
proppsed rallways., In fact, in fts feas:
ibility Teport of the Mysury-Thalas-
sery line, the Delhi Metro Rail Corpo:
ration stated that the project would
not be beneficial 1o the State. In res-
ponse to prolests by the people of

Kodagi in February, the plan to build
the  Mysuru-Thalassery  line  was

s:rappedm March, However, if histo-

rv is mny guide, plans to build the.

tracks will reemerge in time.
Two, they will affect the Western
Ghats, one of the mpst biodiverse re-
gions-on earth. Kodagu has about
45% forest cover ‘and about 30%
agroforestry systems {(coffee planta-
tions and paddy fields). Between
2013 and 2015, a high-tension power
line linking Mysuru and Kozhikode
resulted in theloss of about 50,000
trees in Kodagu alone, 1f the pro-
posed railway lines are constructed;

they would conservatively result in .

tree loss that is 10 times more than
this. Forests help capture rainfall, re-

"# forest-depleted Kodagu basin will have reduced capacity to capture and
store rainwater.™ |t isa picture of destruction inHattikola near Somwarﬂﬂ
Kndagu afterthe floods. =sampaThkUMAR G

dnce run-off and soil erosion, re-
“charge groundwater aquifers, miti-
‘gate  flooding, -support - pcal
communities, and provide refuge for

rativeflora and fauna. Raised railway

tracks will also impede wildlife and
coulld fesult in the deaths of endan-
‘gered animals such as elephants,
Most impartantly, a forest-depleted
Kodagu basin will have reduced ca-
pacity to capture and store rainwa-
ter. Even without the raflway tracks,

-a satellite-based report titled India
* slate of Forests 2017 noted that Koda-

B0 lost 102 sq-ImL oTtree ‘cover in
Just Lwc}'ea.rs

~ Variable monsoon

The Kodagu basin receives heavy
rainfall, mainly during the southwest
MORSHon Uuue-ﬁeptembeﬂ that
feeds the Cauvery, However, studies
by the Indian Institute of Tropical
Metearology and others, published
in the journal Nature, have found
-evidence  for increasingly variable
‘monsoon rainfall. Thus, we can ex-
pect o' experience more extreme
Toods as well as dmughtsinthefu—

ture. These are scenarios that make

preserving forest cover more vital in
order to mitigate the collateral ef
fects of these extrerne everts,

During this year's soutihwest mon:
soon season, Kodagy received twice
asmueh anrmal rainfall
with greater intensity:

The Times ef Indiz (&)
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-th.e world, published in Barth and
Space_iciena' News (Bos), has re-

- vealed that activities like construc-

~tion, fllegal mining and hill cutting
~are increasingly responsible for: Ihe
uptick in fatal landslides, particularly
n Asia. It will be hard to elaim that
the umcentrolled development and
Jorest cearance inthe steep slopesof
~the Western Ghats in recent years
~has not been a factor in thetragedy
* that just unfolded in Kodagu, and in
the coastal districts of Kerala. With
100-year storms | likely 10 become
‘more frequent ‘as the climate be-
“eaimes warmer, business as usual is
sure to increasingly endanger lwl:s
and property, -
' Erratic monsoon rﬁm.# can cause

’ ‘ﬂmdjng. droughts, water and food

Lsecurity. Preserving existing forests
in'the watershed provides an effec-

* tive ‘insurance policy” for reducing
+the effeet of floods and droughts

“while récharging groundwatér across
the Cauvery river basin! Nateure has
- veported that diminished access to
‘WalET Tesources increases the risk of
“spcial unrest, political instability, in-
tensified refugee flows and armed
“conflicts, even within ‘borders. The
‘waridble nature of monsogns makes
India one of the most vulnerable re-
gions to waterrelated disasters asso-
~ciated with climate change and ex-
- treme weather events. According to a
BEC report, Bengaluri is Tikely to
run ot of drinking water in the next
. decade. Economists should estimate
L ihe monerary and human costof ci-
“ties like Bengaluru becoming dry,
and implement policies focused on
-achieving and maintaining sustaina
“ble water resources,

We are at the start of the UN De
“cade for Water, which emphasises
water security for all. Everyone lives
in 4 watershed, yet water remains &
remote concept for these who con-
sume it the most ’peopl(.,ind.usmes
sand farmers, There are no substi-
tutes for wateras the very basls for
life. Protecting the Cauvery’s source

48 essential for the sustained well-be-

ing of the entire basin and of the
three States that the river nourishes.
In fact, good water governance ofthe
nation's watersheds will be key tojits
sustainable future. We can begin by
saving 'Ca.uvery’s u"adie.' 7L

th md'daﬁda B‘Ww of Witter
th 18, Arnis Water,

irilandslides and floods A
dy of nearly 5.000 Ia’nds!ldes arpund

Ueseuroes Iristinae, 1.8,
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Heavy rain lashes Himachal Pradesh, snowfall in Spiti

Woman, intant daughter killed as roof collapses in Haryana; officials asked to keep a watch on river water levels in their areas

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHIMLAS CHANIDIGARH

Rain and snowfall on Sunday
in many areas of Himachal
Pradesh brought down meax:
imum temperatures, while
Naina Devi in Bilaspur dis-
trict was the wettest with
178.2 mim of rainfall.

Many areas in the State re-
ceived moderate to heavy
rain since Saturday with Sar-
kaghat recording 137 mm of
rain, Mehre 132.6 mum, Mana-
1 127.4, Dharamsala 1252
and Kasauli 105 mm, the Me-
teornlogical  department
said. Shimla received 471
I rEin,

The upper hills in the
State, including tribal La-
haul-Spit district, witnessed
snowfall, Rohtang Pass re-
ceived over 1.5 feet of snow,

Stranded people rescued
At least 20 stranded people
have been rescued from the
Rohtang Pass, a Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) of-
ficial said. They were strand-
ed due to the closure of the
Pass after heavy snowfall,
Lieutenant-Colonel .5,
Bisht said.

After getting information,
a General Reserve Engineer
Force (GREF) truck was sent
and they were brought to
Manall safely with the help
of Col. A Awasthi and Kul-

sSunday. «sn

lu Deputy Commissioner Yu-
nus, Lt -Col. Bisht said.

Rohtang Pass witnessed
about four feet of fresh
snowtall on Sunday. The pe-
ople should take utmaost care
while coming out of their
homes in the area, the offic-
er added,

Kalpa was the coldest
place with minimum tem-
perature of 9 degrees Celsi-
us, In Dalhousie, the mini-
mum temperature was 10.1
deg € followed by Kufti 10,6,
Manali 10.8, Shimla 13 and

Mandi 14.2 degrees Celsius.

The maximum tempera-
ture in Nahan was 26.3 de-
grees Celsius, 25.2 in Mandi,
25 in Paonta Sahib, 24.8 in
Una, 23.6 in Dharamshala
and 219 deg C in
Sundernagar.

The weather department
forecast heavy rain and
snowfall in the upper hills dll
Monday.

Normal life was badly hit
in the State’s Hamirpur dis-
trict due to heavy rain for
the past three days, officials

Children splash water as they walk on a waterlogged street following heawy rain in Amritsar on

said,  Sujanpur, Nadaun,
Bhoranj areas were worst

L.

The Beas river and its trib-
utaries lowing through the
district were in spate and the
administration has directed
the people not to go near the
river,

Meanwhile, there was no
drinking water supply for
the people in various parts
as power supply was unavail-
able. A spokesperson of the
Irrigaton-cum-Public Health
department said that the

Séhools to remain
closed in H.P.

PRESS THUST OF INDIA
SHIMEA

Heavy rain has driven the
Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment to order closure
af all sehools in Kullu and
Kinnawr districes on Mon-
day, the officials said.

Al government and
private schools will re-
main closed in tribal dis-
trict of Kinnaur on Mon-
day as per the directions

supply would be restored
once the situation improves.
An official spokesperson
said that there was heavy
loss to the crops.

Woman from Moga

A 28-year-old woman and
her infant daughter were
killed on Sunday morning af-
ter the roof of a house where
they had taken'shelter, col-
lapsed due to heavy rain, th
epolice said. The incident
occurred in Nilanwali village
in Dabwali town of Sirsa dis-
trict, Deputy Superinien-
dent of Police Kishori Lal
said. The woman, Kiran, and

missioner Gopal Chand,
an official said on Sunday.

Similarly, all private
and government schools,
colleges and ITls will re-
mainglosed on Monday in
Kullu. district, Deputy
Commissioner  Yunus
said. However, teaching
and non-teaching staff
would remain present in
their respective institu-

tions, he added.

her oneyear-old daughter,
belonged to Punjab's Moga
district, he said.

Earlier on Saturday, two
persons were killed and four
others of a family seriously
injured when the roof of a
house in Dilipgarh near Am-
bala cantonment collapsed
due to heavy rain,

In the wake of heavy rain
in Haryana since Saturday,
the officials have been di-
rected to keep a close warch
on the water level of rivers
and ponds in their respec
tive areas. Widespread rain
continued to lash Punjab for
the second day on Sunday.
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.balancmg act rsqmred inthe | power sectnr

ihis veay, therowas’

_ abouthawthe state would finance these,

* Many whothoueht theloan waiveryias o
a valld response (0 agrarian distrnas |

& nﬂmmggestsubsldyoompmeu .
budget - goverpment subyentiontothe

thes 'nsﬁ;quwamomam,m
mﬂnﬁ;{gal bodies do not pay the

huﬂgeraﬂsghnwm&m pawer in May

intarn,

COMs for the electricity they con-
M'&Dﬁmm the power sectorhas

n'mt

arued fory uttingthe

tinthe |

© Eleetricity  Supply enmpamm

(ESCONs).

Thiassesnmtmmhen],nonims-

. Jor FY2018:18 according to the most

| canprovidefreee

: eovmmt'a welfare

wtmwmmmwmmm

Electricity Regulatory Commission
C RERC) and s owed by the government

to the ESCOMs in the state so that they

Jectrigity toiiriga
pump setsbelow 10HP, 2 Iguynlarlkh[w

Elamiwsubmasmmam

uted fo the ncompetence of ESCOMs

apd age rarely interprated as welfare

policy. This has led to a near- m]:!ate i

' silonee sbout the continpous exele of

evaEion nf:zﬂspcmslhﬁtym the sector:

the gover Bl

ESCOMs is only partially-paid; the

‘ESCOMs delay payment for power
from state-owned sta-

_umsmmngmmwmmmmnsz :

TARIFF SETTINGNORMSAND
SUBSIDIES IN THE STATE HAVE
EVOLVED AN EQUILIBRIUM
THAT CAN ACCOMMODATE
VASTLY DIFFERENT CUNSLIMER
FRDHLES VARIOUS

o

‘h bgi'.einan b How-familiar
m:ry ‘v\t.lchtlmstheuﬁﬁﬂvsmm
villaing of fiscal problems of the state -~
meﬂim]tmh]munhuaathathavann

:_aeccrding to cost of supply in each

L1
practice, however, lariff settmg
narm.sand suhs:.dieb in ﬂ:e state have

'emlmdanaquﬂlhrtum thattanaccom-

modate the vasfly different consumer
profiles in varions regionsof thestateso
thatmaost of the mdge_tedpm‘erskmsbdy
isallocatedtothe ESCOMsin the northe

The state’s historical ontext and jts

i Ve to: perfor
promise gitil
mu:hnae‘:wdpuhuwtpwdibmamsec— e
tors slsch ashealth and education, alldue -
lnpolﬂw]mmﬁummalmngﬂ;
~uencies. In this story, the solutioh is ¢ s Mtechmm
straight forward: there mustbe strong  na mﬂ Y iple higher
palitical willat thetop ofthehierarchy o agri:ull ‘mriﬁ’s n the northern
:mlsmenttnughmeaaamtsmfwm reglon arejusfified onthe basis of desper
groundwater levelzinthatregion.
nﬁmmatahr xmgkmdnfthhﬁ;mg " Thereal effect of this adjnstment,
that seeks to sepqraie“pe-ﬁr' polities howevar, 18 not on ground water eon-
fromwh reidared techmical mat- sumph.urlasthal s completely freafar
mmmnmmmmmm users, Instead, ESCOMSs in the regions
Ao theobfuscation of the very real politi- with lawgaymg mnsmnm mceiw a
wlneguﬂaﬁmstha.thmebemhnnpw— higherallocation of th 1 power
inginthesector. Thisthinkinghasalso  “sector subsidy in the State rqh;.l:lw to
stiffed what wouldhe a useful debatein - theirshary of salestoconsumers that do
the sector on whether and how public-- nutpgyﬁorelem‘id‘tﬂl?mammmfnr
“gwmed companies can heincentivisedio ﬁv%qfﬂﬂssalusmwm
mm‘émmemmly-v!awmdlws Htsmrlmfanmanhmmmpl
prene fo corraption. i TegionsinKa
This thinking has restricted the @
debatesinthe sector fowaysand means
{0 improve techmical and commereial
efficiency parameters i publicutilities
withoatacknowledeingthecentralrole
that electricity departments andutilities
playedinagriculturaldevelopmentuntil -
 therecentpastand how to transition eut
ofthis res:meandatwhatcmt
Political settlay efore, Imua
i

palitics of development, including the
dobate on the inegualities hetween the
‘sequences for the halanging act that is

: requhedmﬂmmop-nmauhmlwedb!

departmentand the regula-

e T usefu] o emindfulaf this polin.
“eal dynamic i the tector rather than

Telyingon meéasurementand monitoring

.]ﬂmmmmnunhﬁuh mmudm1m!nhammnmhimmn dn. ]ﬁmwn!iunmdﬂmdmﬂml

When reglon. decides benefits
ESCOMs or electricity supply companies in areas with low
paying consumers recejve a higher allocation of pawer subsidy.

[ % Share in electricity supplied to nnn—ﬂ];lgqutem
Pl %Sbaremgmremmm subvention

Banga_hre ESCOM
sl i i 33%
R %

Hubli and Glﬂhil'ﬂi BCOMS {nurtham regmn}

" Spyrvir KERY tariff ovdler #19




& :
News item/letter/article/editorial published on A :{'Mf£ in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hingi) W.F.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hinai) Aaj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune . Deccan Chronicle E The Times of India (&)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Business standard

and documented at Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section, CWC, THE EConmMiIC TIMES 1_/—"




: LI
News item/letieriarticle/editorial published on lqﬂ [_ __inthe

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

and documenied at Bhagirath(Enalishjé Publicity Section, CWC. THE ECONMIIC TIHES

Nav Bharat Times [Hindi)
Punjab Keshar (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Pairika [HmJ i}

Dececan Chronicle
M Herald

M.P.Chranicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

£

1
5

harvesungsu'ucmresa T

éalled the Jata Dasoha; was laumoh,

beiﬂngmﬁmamderangenf

with a common goalof conserving naty- to

ral resources, it mobilised
people living in the area
0 construet trenches on-
& il to harvest rainwater.
How did it begin
“This idea was conceived
in last December and we
qu.icldy got into action,”
Muallikarjunaiah Bat-
tarwadj akey groupmem-
ber. The group
8 survey of the average
rainfall in the area and its:
pattern in the lastiwo dec-
adestounderstand thewa-
ter requirements and the

issues thatrequired immedinte attentinn. .

Groundyater stress in and around the
district is eritically high because its ag-
uifers are loited, hence the need  water
furthnpmm‘lhmxmlsedmbemen
with lush fields, but now it is a barren
landscape andthe hillsare scarred d.uem
mwagaadthe ipsail here has

- Wike-minded pcoph. came to-
i gether from different walks:
Vof life 1o harvest rainwater one
a'hill. A community project,  The
ed on' I
.Jungsﬂusyear on World Envirenment - 1y ¢
ay. Spearheaded by a group of people . have:
professions Y

e, last two

mulated here instead of gering soaked,”
explains
That apal:t, ‘the residents do not find

beyond 1,000

d exgloresacommumty
. water cc 'umakuru district, where
: chal pe@ple have cansmj,ctcﬂ wamusrammter

.spn,srwpaopkwmxgrmmmcsmm i ".
decades, g:h:ppgd_ and il

| for the pm]e:: '

becanse of its strategic loca-
tion, “There arc no canals in
the vicinity of the hill, hence
no water projects will come
up here, It i an isolated hill
and is spread over 80 acres
of land,” says M -
ah. This initiative is slowly
carching up with people from
all walks of life, from farmers
o government employees, evervone does
. their bit. The construction work mostly
rﬂppens when d’]e penple have the time,

kends, The toalsthat

after dnilling beya
fﬂmlfsnn:mlythewmshmgedm
has raised concerns, but the poor quality,
too. Also, the health of the pmple living
here is advmseiyaﬁeurdbmuseﬂfﬁle
‘contamination of groundwater with ar-
ulﬁﬂdﬂamrﬂe . This is one of the rea-

a.reused in the construction work are kept
in the temple on the hill and snmt:pmu
the residents bring their own tools

This project is situated in the. u.iiurai
concept of shramdaan (voluntary labour),
“Social mobilisation is the linchpin of

III|| IIulII A I||II [

summg Tt unites pmple anil builds social
caprm] of a community to address water
issues. Hence, wa.redepemhngomulm—
tary labour,” says Mallikarjunaiah.

Apart from € Yathiraju and Mallikar-
junaiah Bartarwadi, H H Manjunath,
an agricoltural scientist; Nagendra, a
natural farmer; Indiramma, a principal;
Ramakrishna, aieadmaster are the other

members of the Jala Dasoha team.

Social effort
Tomobilise more people for the initiarive,
the group has been holding meetings in

“about 20 villages in the surrounding ar-

eas. “In these meetings, we discuss com-

- munity development and we alsoput forth

i g

mendraﬂxatwewmtmmtke thisregiona
betier place to live. All of this is explained
in simpleterms and the participants dis-
seminate theinformation across villages,
Thus, weare ah!emmm—ayzmmnum
ylevel discussions,” he adds,

“Many of them have realised thit only
people's collective effort can solve man-
made condition of drought. Our work
has a ransformative impact on them.
We are hopeful of seeing unity in action
00" Manjunath points out. The team
was able to restore confidence and hope
among the local resid and is confid
that it has created enough awareness to
act on time and help conserve natural
sgsources. “Once the work is complete,

ORT {Clockwisa)

4 Citizens of Tumakury constructing
& rainwater harvesting structure
on Malikarjuna Swamy Hill;
asapling planted near the
unit; construction of a trench.

rainwater won't drain, but it will ger col-
lectedin the bunds, trenches and artificial
lakees: This will revive water table and
sustain farming. 17 such effurts are repli-
cated, it can save the region from chronic
drought which has wrecked lives here,”
Yathiraju adds.

Thax said, given the enarmity of dis-
trict’s water issues, encouraging single
village to revive and protect its own wa-
tersheds can seem a feeble response to
@ crisis. However, this mitiative is set out
1o prove that a careful grass roots effort
to manage water Iocally is & sensible and
sustainable move,
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tin reduced pmduu- |
financial resources and

b bad g 10166 bewells per government did lftle beyond
- | lakh heetate against anational aver- - exténding subsidised electricity. s ho
- age of 3,753 tube wells per lakh  the other states of the country: -
ﬁm mﬁiﬂ?u aﬁmmme;’ “became inereasingly self-reliant in

now. need ain needs, wheat stock =

-2 tﬁbereplaeed mﬁm&rsxblenm s v i

ed mmng in gwerm:nant godowns,
wailing to be accepted by a reluctant
" Food Corporation of India (FCT),

: - Rice shipments were rejected. This  Th d
postﬁﬂsmedimismmafthe' has led, over the years, o an accu: Centre does _needPu,nAab‘u

[arming process had alveady made it mulative and spiralling financial e e oy

increagingly difficult for the small | less forthe Punjab government. ! shg

farmer, who own. undea'twuhgq:&nps The present situation is grim, Sev-  diale greed 'muvally‘cmpt
ofland and form 45 per gent of the  enty-fiye per cent of the fotal develop- | leaders prhasmmgm.mhmme

{arming community; to sustain the ment blocks in Panjab have bepn ﬁhkk}fdxgaste " The .

bility of small farms. He did not  declared *dark” due to gver exploita-

~ have~ ‘the -resources for a sub- ﬂmnfwa‘lean-lsnfsouth-weeth

] ”ma's!ble pumpand was deprived of jab are on the way to becoming

J :liis right tol c;nddutgm;md * Indigeriminate and peﬁmcmsmqﬁ i :

* which was sucked out by those of | cation of the cco-system by agro- | facing a rontmuous exodus
(lhe neighbbnﬂng big m:m The: chemieals has {aken its {oll. The soil, wr.nhgtafmmlandb s tede
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Itstar;ednﬁ‘ asadarlingatp

vate equity invesiment, gene-
rafing much euriosity along
the way butended up apainst
a-wall. The story of selar power in
India reads tike @ litany of ‘woes;
chief among them beinglow taritt
waler{hinmarginsand high debt,
‘The initial days of solar
were briht and sty It wa
‘ched asthenext bi,gihingm
roomsandatinvestments

=
Between 2010and M4, evervope

from . llmmgmwn ‘smiail busines-
sas 19 global companies to inves
trs — was happy with retiims,
The euplmr!a DrOvEd. s}mrtﬁ od

EY Emm\rel. Snla.ﬁand A]m: "iaku:

hata‘tummntnntheb‘lnckaﬂerihc d

Ir long strugele with \skalemi 3
b > :

ment. | However, " senior officials
Trom the company told ET Prime
it a deal is almastthratzh, Tn.
vestment banker Credif Sujsse has
beentasked withﬁnd.mgaa itahles
b Hegal I th

though, as tasiif dipped lohistorip (EBA}S
lows and intense competition led  Othy

to unsustainably low marzins. The,
result wasa waveof consoll anurL.
hoth forced and strategle, in' ‘the
h]ghly bﬂ:{)lt&l mtens‘lvehugmg X

@ psauoam
Already several states
aredelaying payments.
If paymentsare noton
time, we arestaringat
anather NPAcrisis

af pub,

CLOUD COVER
80 what took the slnshine awqy f
from smalternlayen

Fivst, came the cyash’ in prices.
from. the highs-of 1216/ EWh,

- when the National Sojar Missjon

(NSM Batch1) kicked off in Decem-
Dher @G, prices have tumbled o
2.4/kWh In “August BE “The lo.
wes| sofar tarifl was in May 0017,
Tariffs have stabilisod at #-¢5 lovel
sinee thin,” says. Mani Aggarwal
Dragramme assoniate, Councll on

- Epergy, Environment and Walet

i (CEEW), aDelhi- Based not-fur-pro-

Smaller players Have leén the

hardesthit They don't haveaccoss-
ta low-eost finance that's erirical

fnrqummklnwtamﬂqmdwmnmg
Solar guetions, They also aperate
undiversified portfolios that can-
not absortithe Hyuldity prassure
that “comes - from - ancertaintizg

such.as delay in paymoents, or the.
Tollout of gonts-and servltes g

(GSI!:mdfﬁi-fea'uHI‘dndut}
5muain COMERRIes; S“d:l qssha-.
poarii - Pallongi .
O auee]gennwshhﬁ Entqmihq "3

acm.u-aur djsu-lhﬂﬁ;ﬁ

ﬁ.lpnlh:\vresca.mhmanmtion
There are othdh systemic, rea-
sans too, Mahesh Kolli, founder of
Greauko Group, one of the largest
m&ewa.hh_ players in the country,
says, “More reforms are nesded in
tho digtrihistion system. Oneof l.he
impartant (needs) for business via:
bility in thespace inchading for yo-
uenl.;e mmagomtnl. ls ﬂﬂcn.rm

tmrn

-gpluhw elfiec eneia,
andsimln onfinanees.

the black did
mrresmndmguenmhllthe n]_is
hing, =4 ey

LhY

N

BRIGHT

DECLINING SOLAR |
CTARIFE IN INDUA

cers says:” %ebme(m}snla-h-ns?.
shiflad. from entroprengsirs o i
“manging. Larga cmmpanies have
. better nogatiaiing sapactty to pro:

‘wurs supplies and armnge flnance

‘at 800-400 hasis points lower than
smaliandmedivmyplayers can. (Al
‘st )the transmission costhas Seen

aniseot r.s%in theiasts.uc years.”
Ar:mrdmg Rahul Goswami,

“menaging direetor of Greenstons

Energy Advisors anda copnsellor

10 g number of small and mediin

‘selarfirms, ihe envirgnment 18 be-
toming more challenging as dis-

£OmS are not honouring pavments-:

as per PPAs with highertarlifs,

Morereformsare need-
edin distribution. Oneof
melmpurtant(needsj for
businessviabilityis -
atcurate,verlf able mfa

Rmnsh Ku.ma: Mediratia, direc-
ton India Energy Exchange, the oo
unifry's only wwar—undlng plit
form;, seconds him. “Alieady seve
Tal states are delaying payments.
This willideal a death blow fo the
subsiantial foreign and domestis
investmentflowing lmuth.:.ss:-ctmr‘
IF payments are not on time, we ary
staring ai another NPA' (hon-per.
dorming assets) orisis," hesays
There is also a lot of uncertainty
taused by mdtiole ehanges to bid.
ding rules, Like the recently intro
diced caponpricesduring auction
rather than a price.discovery me.
chanism. - Auctions for &t least
SOGW capacity were sgrapped i
thelast five months compared with
about 11.66GW of rapacity suctio:

- ned'inthesame period last year, Bx.-

perts bellevethe keyreason behing

g2 strapping of thabids may be tariff

guates higher than the minimum
tariftsguoted in pastauetions, |

Then therg’s/the confusion over
the safegiard duty andthe in ered:
sed priject cost due to a repracia
fing rupeg. The government has
Propased @ cap on solar power ta
Tiifsates.sand 22 piper unitforde

welopers using domestic and im-

“ported solar cells and modules; re-

spectively, CEEW bellevesany cap
on solar power et in future aue:
tioms goild hurt the free market
sentimentand derail the countr’s
zoal of achieving the solar power
capacity targetof J0GW by HY2e:

{The target inclndes 40GW thro-
agh decentralised reoftopprajects,
ANGW through utility-scale solar
plants, and 20GW through oltra-
mega solarparks.)

Vivek Jain, director of India ra-
tings and research at credit mtjng
agency Fitch Ratings, says, “The
ministry of new and renewahle
eergy (MNRE) is-contemplating
capplog the @eiff on solar power
generaped nsingmpor IF!ﬂu.—n‘ia.ﬂd
modiles ‘at 3268/ kWh, which in-
eludes - safegiard  duty of” #0.90.
035/ Whi Thistariff islower than
what bidders have quoted in'the e
cent past, I the MNRE decides to
80 ahead with this capping, {tmay
ead tonon-participation bys num-
her of potentiai hidders in future
Aueriong. This may negatively af:
fect MNRE's vearly S0GW capagity
addulmm]nnunlum’m iy

'Fhe cost of mnduim, makes up a
substantial portiom of totaleostof

-.1ut1i:ty~<.a]e=;n]arnrn_1err T ismi:
rethan 6% of fotal project tost in !

Ingia, butis pxpeetadto come down
as prices fall further These rosts
are determingd in the internastio.
nal market, given that Tndia dops
not have asignificant domesticmao-
ﬂul&mufmuringcapaqlus

ROAD AHEAD

Greenstone's Guswa,liﬂ.s.s:ys “The

solarindystry dandseape s chang-

Ang rapidly Tfwill hogﬁe!d for the
big boys.” On the other hand, g/

nigrMNRE pificials tell BT Prime
it isa “healthy sign " that the map-
ket 15 maturing, and only the toug-
hestwill survive, On the question
of tarilfs and whether the proposed

eapwill hamper investment in the
spags; one official says “low tarifis.

are good for the country Acear-
ding to him, nvestors will alsa he
nefitin the longan,

CEEW's Aggarwal says an analy-
518 of solar tenders fiom the last
three years shows the top 10 firms

WO nver 60% of thesolar capacity

Q ASHOK KHURANA

= DU Associption af Fower Froducers
The game (in) solar has
shifted fromentrepre-
neurstofinancing. Large
companies have better
negotiating capacity
awarded furing the peried. * ]3.1;,
develnpers with Iow-cost finance
will eontinue dominating the Indi;

an utilitvseale solar marker. We
see fhis trend forther amplifving,

a5 the eapacity limits thatan ingdi|

vidual developer could winin So-
Int¥ Energy Corparation of Indis
(SRCTY tenders have been remoyed
alingethor Other big strategic snd
financial inwestars are alsy expac:
ied to join the alreadj, “hat Indian
salarmarket {n eaming fmonths.”
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NmaLl companies are facing diffi-
citlies in vaising funds, which is
kcepmg them away from governs
ment powerproject alctions, rest-
rigting their growth and crippling
their abdlity 10, reflnance loaps;
The Iarger players are, howaver,
sustaining their business with di
versified portfolios: They are also
latkingroraise capizalthrough lis

| lijig inpublic markets: Most of the

hig rppewshleemmr developers
mﬁamaauafunﬁedbyprtvat&equl
ty (PE) monew PE investors typi-
cally look foran exitafierfive to se:
VENYEHTS, mas‘ﬂymuulngoutwm n
thestok markeiisata hight
Many small players tried tapping
the markets for funds, but nves.
tors showed no Intergs*; Cgmpqm
es:1ike Aome Solap an M;trah
Enerm: postpimed ﬂmir Initial
public ott’ering ANBOLNEEMent ci:
tinglackof nvestorinterest,

- FEASIBLETARGET?

The hig qmestion 1s whethor the
TO0GW by 2009° target achiovahle?
‘Theraare twosolar targets: 60GW
of utilitw-sedle and WCW of roof
topselat Theutility seals tatget lo-

“oks achiovable but would require

activepolicy making,

Recently the “governmoent - has
shiftgd its focus from renewable-
onerey development tomanufacty-
ring While thisisa welcame move,
project developmentsiill warrants
some foetts as a lot has changed 1n
the last ning months, oth an the
policy ‘and market frants. Tender
activity hasslowed down due to po-
licy uncertainties ' avound pass-
thmugh of duties; inadequate sva-
cuation infrastruciure, and  (he

“propoded caponsolarlEriifs,

On:the markets front-a deprecia-
ting rupee-and mpre.;.ou;;, elobal
mterest rates might raise solar ta-
il Beyond 2/KW. But diseoms
uughl not sign PPAs with develo-
parsatthat price paint.

Rooftop selar on'the other hand,
islagping. Inmovative bosiness mo:
dels eoupled with a condicive re
gulatorysh'ucturr. w‘i}.l b gritical
Lfmweung!m:g' 5,
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Delhi gets more
rain as monsoon
withdraws

NEWDELHE Intermittent rains con-
tinued in Delhi for the second
consecutiveday onSunday clean-
ingupthecity'sairand bringing
down themaximum temperature
below normal. Scientists of the
India Meteorological Depart-
mentsaid rains arelikely tocon-
tinueon Monday.

“We are expecting light to
moderate rainfall even on Mon-
day, The sky is expected to clear
upfrom Tuesday onwards,” said
BP Yadav, deputy ditector gen-
eral of Indian Meteorological
Department(IMD).

Officials said this will be the
last spell of rain for this year's
monsoon over northwest India,
including Delhi. Once the rain
ceases, IMD scientists would look
for withdrawal symptoms of the
monsoon. The symptoms include
norainfall activity over a period
of at least five days, dry air and
changing wind patterms.

Delhi stanedreoetvinglightm
moderate rains since Saturday.
Between 8:30amon Saturday and
8:30amon Sunday, theIMD's Saf-
darjung observatory, which is
taken to be a representative of
Delhi's weather, received around
2.4 mmofrain. Another 0.5mm of
rain was recorded between 8:30

am and 5:30 pm on Sunday. HTC
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2 hours of showers drown
Gurugram traffic crawls

GURUGRAM : Major city junctions
and underpasses were water-
logged on Sunday eveningfollow-
ing two hours of rain, causing
trafficjamsinthecity.

Passengers exiting the Huda
City Centre Metro station faced
problems as the compound was
inundated. Waterlogging was
alsoreported from outside other
metrostationsin the city.

The Medanta underpass was
shut due to heavy flooding and
hydracranes were parked at the
entrance to block entry of vehi-
cles. There was heavy waterlog-
ging at the Hero Honda Chowk
and Cyber City underpasses,
though they remained open.
Police were deployed at the Hero
Honda Chowk underpass, which
remained under water for two
dayslastmonthfollowing heavy
rains, tomonitorthe situation.

Commutersoutside Metrosta-
tions had a hard time accessing
intermediate public transport
due to waterlogging. Autos
charged exorbitant amounts for
travelling short distances, said
residents. Jyoti Panjwani, who
was travelling to Sector 31 from
Huda City Center, said, “Autos

=

= There was heavy waterlogging at the Hero Honda Chowk after a

spell of rainfall in Gurugram on Sunday.

arecharging Rs120foratripthat
usually costs me Rs50.”

The rain started around
5.20pm and lasted till 7.30pm.
Waterlogging and snarls were
reported from Hero Honda
Chowk, Huda City Centre,
Subash Chowk, IFFCO Chowk,
Sheetla Mata Road, Signature
Towers, partsof Palam Viharand
Udyog Vihar, and Sectors 30,31,
22,23and 14.

The sudden waterlogging
raised concerns of Gurujam-like
situation of 2016, when commut-
ers had to leave vehicles on the
road and walk totheirhomes due
to a massive traffic jam. More
recently, almost all major junc-
ﬁmsandunderpasses ofthecity

— T &

PARVEEN KUMAR/ HT

went under water after record
heavyrainson August28.

Earlier on Sunday, the India
Meteorological Department had
predicted heavy to very heavy
rainatisolated places over Pun-
jab, Haryana, Chandigarh &
Delhi. High wind speeds of
23kmph prevailedduringtheday.

Power supply was also
affected, with areaslikeRajendra
Park and Ardee City suffering
outages for more thanfour hours.
Shortly after the rain began, the
Dakshin Haryana Bijli Vitran
Nigam cut power to the cityona
precautionary basis, according to
adiscom official. The power sup-
ply was restored after the rain
stopped, the official said.

L e,
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Krishna water on its way to

the city from Kandaleru

About 300 cusecs released; outflow to be increased to 1,000 cusecs by today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL

At a time when reservoirs
supplying drinking water to
the city are running dry, wa-
ter from the Krishna, consi-
dered a lifeline, is on its way.

According to the Water
Resources Department
(WRD) officials here, about
300 cubic feet per second
(cusecs) of water was re-
leased into the 152-km lo
Kandaleru-Poondi canal at
p-m., on Saturday.

The outflow will be
stepped up to 1,000 cusecs

by Sunday and further in-

creased next week, the offi-
cials said.

. The Kandaleru reservoir
now has 9.16 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet of water
(tmc). The water could not

- Good flow: Chennéi had already rec_eie

e

d 2 tmc from the

Ly . e 4 at
il S =

Kandaleru reservoir between January

and March this year, helping it tide over the crisis during summer.

Tiruvallur district. As the ca-
nal bed is dry, it would take

vernment has promised to
provide 2 tmc of water dur-

year, that helped the city
tide over the crisis during :

be released till now as the six to seven days for the wa-  ing October. summer.
¢ storage had to reach a mini- ter to reach the inter-State This would be sufficient to The regulator gates in the
i mum of 8.4 tmc for dis- border, officials said. manage the city’s water re- K-P Canal at Kandaleru dam
charge. A team of Chennai Metro-  quirement till the onset of were opened on Saturday in
The water released into politan Water Supply and the northeast monseon, the presence of Kurugondla
the K-P canal would also ca- Sewerage Board (CMWSSB)  sources said. - Ramakrishna, Te am
ter to Kalahasti and Tirupati  officials are on a visit to the It may be recalled that MLA of Venkatagiri Consti-
enroute, before reachingthe  Kandaleru reservoir. Chennai received 2 tme bet-  tuency and Prabhu Shankar,

State’s border at Uthukottai,

The Andhra Pradesh go-

ween January and March this

L SR

executive director, CMWSSB.

1
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Krishna water for Chennai
likely to be released today

Storage in city’s major reservoirs dips to less than 10%, may last for a month

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

After water from the Veera-
nam tank, Chennai will get
another source to augment
its drinking water supply in a
few days. Krishna water is
likely to be released from the
Kandaleru reservoir in And-
hra Pradesh on Saturday.

This comes ata time when
storage in the city’smajor re-
servoirs has dipped to less
than 10% and may last only
for a month.

A team of officials from
Chennai Metrowater. plan to
travel to the Kandaleru re-
servoir on Saturday. The wa-
ter body, in Andhra Pradesh,
has been receiving a steady
inflow from the Somasila re-
servoir located upstream.
The storage has gone up to
8.4 thousand million cubic
feet (TMC) in the Kandaleru
reservoir, which is consi-

The Water Resources Department has 5mplet_ed 90% of

repair work in the Kandaleru-Poondi canal.

dered adequate to discharge
water,

Sources in the Metrowater
said their counterparts in
Andhra Pradesh have pro-
mised to release 2 TMC of
Krishna water to Chennai in
October.

More volume of water
may be released, depending

on the storage in Kandaleru.

Delayed release

According to the agreement
between Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh, Chennai
would have to be provided
with 8 TMC of Krishna water
between July and October.
However, there was a delay

o The water body;, in
Andhra Pradesh,
has been receiving
a steady inflow
from the Somasila
reservoir

this year due to lack of in-
flow in the waterbodies of
Andhra Pradesh.

Meanwhile, the Water Re-
sources Department (WRD)
has completed 90% of repair
work in the Kandaleru-Poon-
di canal for a stretch of 10
km, to facilitate free flow of
water. The WRD had taken
up work in the 25-km-long
canal from the entry point at
Uthukottai to the Poondi re-
servoir, to clear vegetation
and clean the canal bed, that
was silted up at a cost of 724
lakh. Work is in progress in
the remaining portion of the
canal.
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- Afternoon shower throws
life out of gear in city

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, Sept 20: An
hour-long heavy shower this
afternpon caused waterlog-
ging in various parts of Guwa-
hati, which was followed by
traffic congestion on most of
the main roads of the city. The
rain was followed by power

cuts that continued till late in
the evening.

According to a report of the
Assam State Disaster Man-
age.ment Aurthority (ASDMA),
after the rain partlal waterlog-
ging took place in Anil Nagar,
Nabin Nagar, Lachit Nagar, B

‘Barooah Road, GNB Road and

Chandmari areas in the cen-

tral part of the city under the
Guwahati revenue circle.

. A similar situation prevailed
in the eastern part ¢ of the city
inareas like J uripar, Panjabari,
Veterinary Field road, Sixmile
and Rukminigaon under the
Dispur circle. Under the same
circle, waterlogging also took

place in Hatigaon and Qdal-

bakra areas.

District administration
sources informed that water-
logging took place mainly due
to incomplete drainage and de-
siltation work.

In many areas of the city,
contractors appointed by the
Guwahati Municipal Corpora-
tion (GMC) have been carry-
ing out construction of drains,
which create barriers in the
flow of water and cause wa-
terlogging, the sources said. .

On the other hand, Dispur
is yet to formulate a solution
to mitigate the disaster caused
by the water flowing down

from the hills of Meghalaya,

which is the main reason for
waterloggingin Rukminigaon,
Juripar, Panjabari and Khana-
para areas of the city, Even in
the Jorabat area, the district
administration had carried out
an eviction drive a few days
ago to mitigate the problem,
but today’s waterlogging

&l STFa=el AATH

Ramwarer being pumped out into the Bharalu river after the shower. — UB FPhotos .. proved the attempt futile.
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rain spell turns air

uality good; traffic disrupted

BREATHE EASY Capital witnesses good air quahty for second tlme this year CPCB data shows

NEWDELHE A continuous spell of
light rain that started early Sat-
urday morning was enough to
throw traffic movement out of
gear in various parts of Delhi-
NCR.However, the showersalso
brought with it some good news:
the city’s air quality turned
‘good' for afewhours for the sec-
ond time this year, officials of the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)said.
Accordingto data released by
the CPCB, thenational Capital's
air quality index (AQI) was
recorded at 48 micrograms per
cubic metre, which is catego-
rised as ‘good’. However, the
average AQI for the day
remained ‘satisfactory’— at 54
microgams per cubicmetre.
The spell of rain brought the
mercury down by 6.4 degrees to
27.6degrees Celsius, fivenotches

below the season’saverage. The

cooler weather is going to
perature may again rise to 36
degrees Celsiusby Thursday.
Long snarls were witnessed
on several key stretches due to
waterlogging and potholes on
the roads. Vehicles moved
bumper to bumper on arterial
roads, including the Badarpur
underpass at Mehrauli-Badar-
pur Road, ITO-Bhairon Marg,
Modi Mill flyover (Okhla), Rao
Tula Ram (RTR) T-Point, Raj-
ghat, Lajpat Nagar on Ring Road,
Mundka to Surajmal Stadium
(both carriageways), Dwarka ,
Shankar Road, Anand Parbat
and Rajdhani Park.
Commuters in east Delhi,
meanwhile, had a harrowing
time owingto the ongoing strike
of sanitation workers. With the
rain, the piles of garbage that
were dumped on roads gotscat-
tered and emanated astench.
“The constant drizzle has
hrought respite toalmostevery-
one in the city except us. The

1n",1

= The rain brought the mercury down by 6.4 :Inureas Celsius, five nntdm helurw the season's average.

heaps of garbage on streets are
allovertheplaceand couldeven
cause accidents of motorists.
Whyisn’tthegovernment taking
any action regarding this
mess, 'asked Prabhat Jain, a res-
ident of LaxmiNagar,

Officials of the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) said
the day temperature on Satur-
day was 27.86 degrees Celsius
down from Friday’s 34 degrees.
Theminimum temperature, too,
sawadrop ofnearly four degrees
from Fridayat22.2 degrees Cel-
sius. The eity will continue to
receiverain till Monday and itis
the lastspell of monsoon.

The Safdarjung observatory,
considered tobe a representative
of the city’s weather, received

A 2

26.8 mm rainfall between Friday
and Saturday. Light rain and
thunderstorm are expected on
Sunday as well, said the official.

“Light to moderate rain is
expected on Sunday while iso-
lated parts of Delhi-NCR could
receive heavy spells. Monday
again could see some traces of
rain. However, this would be the
last spell of rain for this year’'s
monsoonover northwest India,”
saidasenior IMD official.

On Saturday, chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal too tweeted
about the improved air guality.
“Am glad people's efforts are
bearing fruitand Delhiairqual-
ityisimproving,” hewrote quot-
inganews reportonthesubject.
Earlierthis year, the AQIfellin

the ‘good’ category on July 28,
when pollutants in the air were
washed away with the the onset
of monsoon.

“Theair quality turned good
thistime duetoboth widespread
rain and strong winds. The
incessant rain in Delhi and sur-
roundingareas did not allow pol-
lutants generated locally to be
carriedin theair,” saidasenior
CPCBofficer, who did not wish to
benamed. Asperinputsreceived

~ from the IMD, the officer said, air

gualityisexpected toremainin
the ‘satisfactory’ category over
the next twodays.

FARIDABAD UNDERPASS
SUBMERGED AGAIN
Heavy rains lashed Faridabad,

leading towaterloggingand traf
fic disruption at several places
including the Greenfield colons
on the Faridabad-Delhiborder
Most affected areas include
Neelam Chowk-Ajrondha, part:
of Ballabgarh, Sector 17, NITant
Greenfield.

Therainled tothe Greenfielc
underpass to get submerged —
which triggered massive protes
by residents of the area wh
demanded an immediate solu
tion to the prohlem. Just a few
weeks ago, 52-year-old Krishn:
Devi, lost her leg which go
crushed underatrain while she
wascrossing therailway tracks
According to sources, she had
take the railway road as the
underpass wassubmerged.
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BHUBANESWAR: Cyclonic
storm ‘Daye’ hit the Odisha
coast near Gopalpur early on
Friday causing heavy rain and
Malkangiridistrict, which bore
the brunt, was virtually cut off
from the rest of the state.

Special Relief Commissien-
| er (SRC) B P Sethi said no loss
of life has been reported till
12 noon. -

The SRC said, Malkangiri
district was severely affected
bythecyclonicstormand some
people were left marooned in
submerged areas, including

Poteru. Around 150 people
have so far been rescued from

some places in the district, the

SRCsaid.
Immediate steps have been
taken for distribution of relief

* materials in the affected are-

as and damage caused by the
natural calamity was being
Rain water was flowing

low-lying areas in the district
that experienced a total rain-
fall of 1163.8 mm since Thurs-
day, Malkangiri Collector

E—

S: People wade thr ouvh rlooti water at a \nllage in Balasore Odlsm on Fr |clay PTI

Cyclone ‘Daye’ hits Odisha coaf‘-*‘

Manish Agarwal said.

After reviewing the situa-
tion, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has directed the Mal-
kangiri district administration
to reach out to the affected
people and extend all assis-
tanceto them, anofficialinthe
Clnef Minister’s Office (CMO)

Pamaxkalmanmm

over northwest Bay of Bengal
crossed south Odisha and ad-
joining Andhra Pradesh coast
close to Gopalpur in the early
hours of Friday, Director, Me-
teorological Centre, Bhubane-
swar, H R Biswas said.

The cyclonic system then
moved west-northwestward

- with a speed of 26 kmph and
edgra- weakened into a deep de-

tuitous relief for seven days at pression and lay centred over

Rs 60 per day per personand

Rs 45 each for children below

12 years in the district, he said.
The cyclonie storm “Daye”

south interior Odisha and its
neighbourhood, about 65 km
g.:anst-souﬂ:easr of Titlagarh.
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Northeast monsoon tobe

normal in state: weatherman
State got unlucky during kharif season this year

BENGALURU: Owingto the
weakening of the southwest
‘monsoon since June, Karna-
taka got uniucky duringthe
Kharif season this year too.

However, all's notlost, asthe
weatherman is predicting a
good Rabi season for the state
this year. Rainfall activity is
said to pick pace next month
withthesettingin ofthenorth-
east monsoon (October to De-
cember-end), giving the farm-
ers, especially those in north
Karnataka, areasontorejoice.

Except for the year 2017,
Karnataka has been experi-
encing successive drought
years ever since 2011, with the
failure in both southwest and
northeastmonsoon activities.

This year, the state has al-
ready identified 86 taluks as
drought-affected. More num-
beroftaluks mightbe added to
the listif the state continues to
receive deficient rainfall.

C N Prabhu, scientificofficer
atthe Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC) told DH that the
state was expected to receive
normal rainfall during the
Rabiseason.

“As of now, the northeast
monsoon will be normal - we
are not expecting any abnor-
mality, unlike 2015 and 2016.
Those years, Karnataka was
the only state to have submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Centre seeking grants under
National Disaster Relief Fund.
The withdrawal of the south-
west monsoon has started,
and the northeast monsoon
isexpected to setin by the first
week of October,” he added.

Interestingly, the cumula-
tive progress of rainfall for the
period from June 1 to Septem-
ber 9 for the state as a whole
shows a drasticimprovement.

As the percentage depar-
ture from normal rainfall is
(+)1, the state has been classi-

TORRENTIAL DOWNPOUR: People take shelter at a shop asit rains heavily at Hubballi

on Thursday.

Parts 'of_Nurth. Ce_ntral I(arnata ka
receive heavy showers

Several parts of North and Central Karnataka received
heavy rains on Thursday. Rains that lashed for over two
hours brought respite as weather was hot and humid in
the last one week.Heavy rains accompanied by gusty
winds lashed Hubballi and Dharwad for nearly an hour
towards evening. It started raining around 4.30 pm at Da-
vanagere city and lasted for two hours. Several parts of

the district, including Harihar, Malebennur andHonna}h -

too received rains,

Koppal town continued to receive rains, It rained heavi-
ly atthe town, while Yelaburga and surroundmg areas too
received rains. The district has been receiving rains for
the last four days. It drizzled for a while at Belagavi city,
while Kittur and Bailhongal taluks received mild show-
ers. Chitradurga town and parts of the districtincluding
Holalkere and Chjkka;apn'witnessed heavy rains.

fied under ‘normal’ category
for this period. While the per-
centagedeparturein 2017 was
()14, itwas(-)17 in 2016.

In 2015 the percentage de-
parture was (-) 23. The rain-
fall, when compared to the

i

corresponding period in the
last three years, is much bet-
ter. This, however, does not
mean that rainfall has been
distributed equally across the
state,

“In Malnad and coastal re-

(HLE LR ikl 40 N

gions rainfall has been above
normal, while it has been be-
low normal in south interior
and north interior Karnataka.
There has been a successive
dry spell in these regions, and
hence they come under the
drought category. Though
the amount of rainfall has im-
proved, distribution has been
erratic,”added Prabhu.

While Karnataka hassought
a grant of Rs 1,199 erore un-
der NDRF for flood-affected
districts this year, it is yet to
draw up an assessment for the
drought-affected districts.

In 2016, the state had sought
Rs 1,600 crore for the failure of
crops in Kharif season, and Rs
700 crore for crop failure dur-
ing the rabi season. In 2015,
thestate had soughta financial
assistance of Rs 1,547 crore
under NDRF.
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