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| NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 23
- Amid growing strain 'in
- Indo-Pak ties, the govern-
} " ment is planning to fast-

. track four projects in the
basin to

i Indus - Tiver
" increase the irrigation area
' in Jammu and Kashmir by
nearly 2.05 lakh acres.

The move comes weeks
" after India decided to “exploit

{0 the maximum” the water

» of Pakistan-controlled rivers,

1 ' including Jhelum, as per the -

: Indus Water Treaty IWT).
~ Prime Minister Narendra
? Modl had last month chaired
a meeting to review the 56-

year—old IWT in the after-

' math of the Uri attack, assert-

-ing that “blood and water
carmot flow together”.

" Of these four projects, three

— Tral Irngatmn Project in

i
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' Sources sald the four pro;— 3
- ects were part of the efforts
1:0 lmgate larger swathes:

-~ acrossthe country by com-
pletmg small/medium99 - .
~Irrigation projects and had
- :nothing to do with theUn

attack and LoC aggressmn i

do want to bring optimum
""" Iand under irrigated area as

per the deadlmesworked

ut they said

Canal in Kargil and restora-
tion and modernisation of the
main Ravi Canal in Jammu'’s

- Sambha and Kathua — are
expected to be completed by
this ﬁscal The fou.rth project

to fast-track Indus

T-24- P10

b asin 1rr1gat|0n proj e

CtS

of Rajpora Lift Irrigation is
planned 1o be completed by
December 2019.

While the first three proj-
ects will help irrigate around
145 lakh acres of land, the
Rajpora Lift Irrigation 1s
expected to help irrigate

around 59,305 acres of land.

All these works are expect-
ed to cost Rs 117 crore for
which money will be raised
by the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Devel-
. opment (NABARD).

“Until now, as per the J&K
records, 7 lakh acres of land is
irrigated in the state. Thisisa
very small number. So, the
government is trying to com-
plete work on these projects

{0 increase the size of the

——

total n'rlgated area In the |
state” sources sald F’TI
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DURGA PUJA

Yamuna

< T -~
. ‘1’ -

pollutlon splked

durmg idol immersion
but rlver cleamng helped

ST B R O R

 EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
- NEWDELHI OCTOBER 23

A REP_ORT on the pollutlon lev-
- elsinthe Yamuna before, dunng -

- and after idol immersion during

Ay

- e s i M T ey ey

Durga Puja shows that pollution

levels were highest during the
time of immersion, butquickac-*

“meant most pollutants were
- fished out within three days.

Samples for the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee re-
port, released on Wednesday,
were collected from six ghats.

“One sample was picked upon

October 7, before the immersion.

One was picked up on October 1],
~ the day of the immersion, and

one was picked up on October 14,

~ three days after the immersion.

The report states that while

- pollution indicators such as bio-

logical oxygen demand (BOD),

. chemical oxygen demand (COD)

and total suspended solids (TSS)
shot up during the immersion,

~ their levels came down consid-
erablythreedayslater —insome | Lo 2 3750 - il il
 cases, they were equal to what |/ [l =ta=rg,
~ theywerebeforetheimmersion, | jgsdei g
- 'The report indicates that
~ while the immersion took the
~ pollution up, its impact was not
as drastic three days later. - =~
~ AtKudesiaGhat,forexample, |
" the COD was 25 before immer-

sion, 38 during immersion and
30 after immersion. While no
chromium was detected before
or after immersion, its value was

- 0.074 during immersion. -
| At Shyam Ghat, the TSS was

38 before immersion but

| dropped to 26 after the cleaning.

The Delhi government had
made elaborate plans to clean
theriver after the event and sev-
eral people, including contrac-
tual labourers, showed up forthe

‘ exemse

The 1mmer81on effect

. S Pollutmn levels in the Yamuna before, during and
tion and ariver cleaning plan | -

after 1dol unmersmn du:rmg Durga Puja last week

L " 15 BOD COD _TDS'”
ot7 - . 56 25 80 609
o1l . 102 38 120 640

04 = . 58 30 100 689
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Oct 11 106 28 72 653
0ct14 48 24 80 677
" TSS Total suspended sohds  mBOD: Biologir:al oxygen demand

m COD: Chem:cal oxygendemand B TDS: Total dissolved solids
(allvalues are m mg/] water is purer if values are Iawer)

Source Delht Pollunon CoanCUmmIttee .
| Compiled by MALLICAJOSHI |




News item/letter/article/editorial published on @(//@3194-/é “ﬁa/cl In the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hind')
Punjab Ke
The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Cyclomc storm hkely to move

- M.P.Chrenicle

A g} (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya {Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

~ towards Odisha: MeT office "

DepreSS|on over Bay of Bengal has moved east-north-eastwards

"- STAFF REPORI‘_ER

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha is keep-
ing its fingers crossed over

prospects of occurrence ofa
storm

. possible cyclonic _
along its coast as a depres-

sion over east-central Bay of

~ Bengal heading towards My-
anmar could re-curve to-
wards the State. - o
“The depression  over
- east-central Bay of Bengal
- moved east-north-east-

- wards and intensified intoa

deep depression. The sys-
tem lay centred at 950 km
east-southeast of Gopalpur.
The system is most likely to
" intensify into a cyclonic

3
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storm -durmg next 24 hours,
S. C. Sahu, Bhubaneswar

Meteorological Centre, here_

on Sunday.

Mr. Sahu said, “1t will
move north-eastwards and

reach close to north Myan-

mar coast by Sunday night.

Thereafter, it will re-curve -

initially north-north-west-
wards skirting Myanmar
coast and then north-west-
wards towards northwest
Bay of Bengal”

‘A clear picture would
emerge within next 24

hours. But, meteorologlcal-

model indicates that there is
fair chance of system veer-

1ng towards Odisha coast,”

he pointed out.

Indian Meteorological
Department, Odisha, appre-
hends that central and north
districts could be pounded

. under the impact of the at-
mospheric system by Octo-
ber 26 or 27.

Unlike previous storms

like Phailin and Hudhud

that had hit Odisha coast in
- 2013 and 2014 respectively,
chances of the present sys-
tem becoming severe were
less, Mr. Sahui'said, explain-
ing, “previous storms had
intensified as those had
travelled quite a good dis-
tance from south Andaman
sea before hitting the coast.

As far as th15 system is con-
cerned, the distance is not
that much. We think this .
could intensify into cyclomc
storm or 1ts next stage.” i‘

Meanwhile, the Odisha
government said 1t. was |
ready to face any
eventuality.

“IMD has not given any
clear information about the
system hitting Odisha coast.
The picture would become
clear by Monday evening.
However, as a precaution,
farmers are advised to keep
their harvest at safe place by
October 27" said P. K. Mo-
hapatra, Special Relief
Commissioner.
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Govt to extend its free-
‘scheme to NDMC areas

3

press trust of india

NEW DELHI, 22 OCT: The Delhi
government today decided to ex-
tend its scheme of providing up
to 20,000 litres of water free of
cost to New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) areas, and also
approved a proposal to set up
more mohalla clinics in the na-
tional capital.

Announcing the Cabinet's de-
cision, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said, the water scheme
will be applicable to the NDMC
areas from the date on which it
was implemented in rest of Delhi.
Water bills paid by residents of
New Delhi area after that date
will be refunded to them.

New Delhi area is the Assembly
constituency of Kejriwal.

After coming to power in
February last year, the AAP gov-
ernment had announced free-wa-
ter scheme of 20,000 litres to ev-
ery household in Delhi. However,

——

et

Water bills paid
by residents of
New Delhi area
after that date
will be refunded
to them

the scheme could not be imple-
mented in New Delhi area as it
falls under the jurisdiction of
NDMC.

Apart from this, the Chiet
Minister also directed Health
Minister Satyendar Jain to con-

vene a meeting of all other minis-

ters for identification of land
available with various depart-
ments of Delhi government

where new Mohalla Clinics can

be set-up.The Cabinet also deci-
ded to improve the condition of

Chhath Puja Ghats in the nation-
al capital.

Departments concerned - PWD,
DSIIDC, Irrigation and Flood
Control - have been directed to
make elaborate arrangements for
Chhath Puja at around 180 ghats
where it is performed, a senior
government official said.

The Chief Minister said the
Cabinet has decided to make the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department the nodal agency to
survey these ghats, and as per re
quirement make these permanent
before the next year's puja.The
Cabinet also decided to increase in
the bed capacity of the under-con-
struction hospital at Ambedkar
Nagar.“The cabinet has detided to
increase the bed capacity of the
under-construction hospital at
Ambedkar Nagar (Dakshinpuri)
from 200 to 600 beds, following
its redesigning. The estimated cost
of setting-up this hospital has now
been revised to Rs 180 crore,”
Kejriwal said here.

Covering L, YIS
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WINNING LAURELS A flle photo of the renovatlon work at the Almattl dam.

F]:Roz ROZINDAR 9 9 / IZ/ ~

| VUAYAPURA: Almatti dam, one
"of the largest reservoirs in
- Karnataka, was chosen for
- the World Bank’s Award of
Excellence for best utilisa-

tion of funds for renovation

‘to enhance the strength of

the dam. The World Bank

had granted Rs.72 crore to
the Krishna Bhagya Jal

} Nigam Limited to prevent

seepage which could damage

:j_._ the dam.,

3 |
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According to the oﬁimals $

| 'thCh is over .five decades

-of Nigam, the project was

- taken up under the Dam Re-

habilitation and Improve-

‘ment Project (DRIP) for

strengthening the reservoir

- February,

old. While similar work was
carried out in more than 250

dams across 10 States, Al-

matti was chosen for ihe
award, officials said. i«

I~ v T r

First set of repairs - .,

-The foundation stone of
123 tmc capacity -dam was
laid in 1964. However, the

project was completed in

2000 and water storage
began in 2002. “This is the
- first renovation work for the
dam and it was taken up un- |

der the DRIP scheme by the
Union government,” the offi-
cials said.

With funds released in
the renovation

work began in March and
was completed in June when
the water level in the dam
was low. Three different
tenders were allotted to
agencies which used high-
end equipment from Japan
and Germany, the officials
said. After completion, the
officials of World Bank
visited the site to assess
whether the prescribed
norms had been followed.
“The ﬁernﬁcate mentions
that the award is given in rec-
ognition of the excellence in
quality of rehabilitation
works and compliance with
statutory regulatory and en-
vironment requirements,”

the ofﬁcihalssaid. |
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Centre releasesfirstinstalment of

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
New Delhi, 21 October

%1,500crforirrigationprogra

The Centre today released
the first instalment of Rs
1,500 crore central assis-
tance to states to expedite the
worksof 99 prioritised irri-
gation projects under Accel-
erated Irrigation Benefits
Programme (AIBP) that
wotuild cover drought-prone
areas of the country.

“Therelease of the funds
would mark a beginning
for these 99 prioritised pro-
jects. The total cost of the
projects is estimated at Rs
77,595 crores, spread in over
18 states,” said the Union
minister for water resources,
river development and
Ganga rejuvenation, Ms
Uma Bharti.

She said total funds
required for completion of
all the 99 identified projects
have been estimated at Rs

3
Covering L., YIS

The release of the
funds would mark a
beginning for these 99
prioritised projects.
The total cost of the
projects is estimated at
Rs 77,595 crores

~ UMA BHART

77,595 crore (Rs 48,546 crore
for project works and Rs
29,049 crore for CAD works)
with estimated Central Assis-
tance (CA) of Rs31,342 crore.
The projects are likely fo irri-

gated around 76.03 lakh
hectare, she said.

The prﬂjects were envis-
aged by NABARD laying
special emphasis to almost
all drought prone districts
of 18 states, mostly where
farmers suiciderate is com-
paratively high, the minis-
ter said. “It would goalong
way to contain the inci-
dents of suicide by farmers,”
she said, hoping that with
regular monitoring and
speedy implementation, the
government would be able
to complete all the 99 projects
well ahead of the schedule.

The Union government
had launched the AIBP in
1996-97 to provide Central
assistance to major and
medium irrigation projects
in the country, with the
objective to accelerate
implementation of such
projects which were beyond
resource capability of the

T~ OF1 -

mme

states or were in advanced
stage of completion. Prior-

ity was given to those pro-
jects which were started in
pre-Fifth and Fifth Plan
period and also to those
which were benefitting trib-
al and drought prone areas.

From 1999-2000 onwards,
Central Loan Assistance
under ATBP was also extend-
ed to minor surface irriga-
tion projects (SMI) of spe-
cial category states (North
Eeastern states & hilly states
of Himachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, Jammu and Kash-
mir, UttaraKhand and pro-
jects benefiting KBK dis-
tricts of Orissa).

Since the inception of
AIBP, 297 irrigation and
multi purpose projects have
been included for funding.
Out of which 143 projects
have been completed and 5
projects were foreclosed,
the minister said.

L LT
caal -
.
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Realisation at Mettur

hits a new low

Farmers fear release of water for only 50 days won't be enough to save samba crop

SYED MUTAHAR SAQAF

SALEM: The realisation of wa-
ter in River Cauvery at
Mettur dam dipped to a
paltry 484 cusecs on Friday
morning, leading to a serious
concern among the entire
farming community of the
State and the official ma-
chinery alike.

On October 18, the Su-

preme Court had directed

the Karnataka government
to keep releasing 2,000
cusecs of water every day tiil
further orders, which the
Karnataka Government has
preferred to defy, citing poor
storage in the State’s
reservolrs.

The apex court’s direction
followed a report submitted
by the high-level technical
committee constituted by it
“to assess the ground realities
in the Cauvery basin.

With poor realisation in
the last one week, the water
level at the Mettur dam went
down to 58.78 feet on Friday,
against the full level of 120
feet. The storage level was
23.786 tmc against the dam’s
full capacity of 93.47 tmc.
The dam received 1,042
cusecs on Wednesday (Octo-
ber 19) and 1,017 cusecs on
Thursday (October 20).

About 12,000 cusecs are
being discharged from the
dam since the sluices of the
Stanley Reservoir in Mettur
were opened on September
20 for the samba crop season.

AR

HGF s

= 'Emi:r

On three days (October 13 to
15), the discharge was in-
creased to 18,000 cusecs to

‘enable the water to reach the

tail-end areas. The custom-
ary water release period 1S
from June 12 to January 28
(230 days) for kuruvai,
samba and thaladi crops.

 Will last only for 20 days

With the water level de-

pleting at the rate of one foot

a day, the available quantity

-~ is expected to last only for

the next 20 days for the ongo-
ing samba season, according
to Public Works Department

sources here. The apprehen-
‘sion of farmers is that the re-

lease of water for just 50 days
will in no way help in saving
the samba crop.

‘The steep fall inthe inflow into Mettur Dam has caused anxiety to farmers in the Cauvery delta
districts. — FILE PHOTO: £. LAKSHMI NARAYAN
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P. R. Pandian, president of

~ the All Farmers Associations

Organisation = Committee,
who expressed concerns in
this regard, demanded im-
mediate release of 100 tmc of
water from  Karnataka
reservoirs for completing
the samba cultivation,

The Karnataka Govern-
ment, which released about
15,000 cusecs of water from
Krishnaraja  Sagar and
Kabini reservoirs con-
tinuously for 10 days from
September 6, later closed the
shutters. Following this, the
Mettur dam managed to re-
alise between 600 cusecs to
800 cusecs alone for about 10
days by September end, lead-
ing to a panic situation.

PWD sources said that

usually, water is released
from the dam till the dam lev-
el reached 30 feet mark. The
storage of water till 30 feet
mark was for meeting the
drinking water needs of
about 25 districts in the State.

The sources said that wa-
ter was being discharged
from the dam even when the
level reached below the 30-
feet mark on at least three oc-
casions in the last three
decades. In 1986, water was
released from the dam till the
level reached 11 feet. Again,

in 2003, water was released

for kuruvai, samba and
thaladi farm activities in the
delta region till the level re-
ached 28 feet.In 2013 too, wa-
ter was released till the level
reached 29.14 feet.
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TS likely to appeal award

DC CORRESPONDENT

- HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

With the Justice Brijesh
Kumar Tribunal settling
the pending issue on
review of KWDT-2 (Kris-
hna Waters Disputes
Tribunal-2) award in its
verdict of Wednesday
and chances of Mahara-
shtra and KXarnataka
going to Supreme Court
with a fresh plea seek-
ing vacation of the stay
against notification by
Central government,
both TS and AP are now
mulling legal remedies
to prolong the litigation.

TS Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has
convened a Cabinet mee-
ting on Friday to take
stock of the issue and
decide how to proceed

further. He has invited

irrigation advisor R.
Vidyasagara Rao, A-G K.
Ramakrishna Reddy
and additional A-G T

Ramachandra Rao along

and

he Almatti dam.

~with inter-state water
disputes wing officials

engineers-in-chief
for the meeting. |
According to sources
AP Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu sp-
oke to A-G D. Srinivas
for arranging a meeting
with legal experts on
how to go about it, as the
AP government feels th-
at being the lower ripar-
lan state in Krishna
river basin, it would
have to suffer more.
However, both the gov-

ernments feel that soon- -

er or later both the

upper states will move
the Apex Court for vaca-
tion of the stay If they
succeed in that effort
and the Centre notifies
the KWDT-2 award in
the gazette, the impact
of this development wo-
uld be felt immediately
as Karnataka has been
permitted to raise Alm-

~atti Dam height from the

existing 524 meters to
029 meters to impound
170 tmc ft more as per
KWDT-2 final award.

Present capacity of Al-
mattl Dam is about 130

tmc ft and past experie-

nce 1s that Karnataka
does not release water
from Almatti-Narayan-
pur Dams to projects do-
wnstream till they atta-
in full level. “In case
KWDT-2 is operationali-
sed, we can forget about
any further releases fr-
om these dams in kKhar-
1ff season, the inflow
pattern will be adverse-
ly affected. Besides rais-
ing Almatti dam height,
Karnataka 1s also think-
ing of building Upper
Bhadra project upstre-
am Tungabhadra dam to
store more water citing
heavy siltage,” a senior
official said.
According to sources,
the TS government see-
ms to have decided to fi-
le a SLP against the Bri-
jesh Kumar Tribunal pr-
onouncement on Secti-

‘on 89 application in Sup-

reme Court. It is also
mulling various options

to further delay the legal
process.



