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“‘China for more dams on Tibetan rivers instead of Brah

PTI

China, which is constructing
many hydropower projectsin
Tibet, plans to focus on dam
building on rivers close to its
provinces and not on the
Brahmaputra which sparked
concernsinlndia, state media
reported today.
Chinahadlast month reject-
edas“falseand untrue” amedia
report that it was planning to
build a 1,000-km long tunnel
todivertwater from the Brahma-
putra river in Tibet close to
Arunachal Pradesh to the
parched Xinjiang region.
India, asariparian state, had
ﬁ flagged its concerns to China
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aboutvarious dams being built
byiton the Brahmaputrariver,
which is known in China as
Yarlung Tsangpo. An article in
Global Times said that “the
Jinsha, Lancang and Nujiang
rivers are famous waterways in
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Tibet with enormous
hydropower potential, but they
do not run through India.
“This does not necessarily
mean hydropower stations in
transboundary rivers flowing
from Chinato India, such as the

M.P.Chronicle
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China had last month
rejected as “faise and
untrue” a media
report that it was
planning to build a
1,000-km long tunnel
to divert water from
the Brahmaputra river
in Tibet close to
Arunachal Pradesh

Yarlung Zangbo River (Brahma-
putra), will be isolated from the
plantotransfer Tibet's electricity
out, but they may be not the
first choice,” the article said. The
Zangmudam over the Brahma-
putra, which became partial-

ly operational in 2014, raised
serious concerns in Indiaas the
firstmajor hydropower project
among few more planned by
Chinaon the trans-borderriver
in Tibet. The dam's reservoir
capacity of just86.6 million cubic
meters of wateraccounts fora
tiny portion of the average
annual runoff of the Brahma-
putra, the article said.

“Inany case, India does not
need to be oversensitive to
Tibet's hydropower develop-
ment plan,” it said.

Tibet wants to accelerate
water-resource exploitation
and makeitanewsource of eco-
nomic growth by selling excess
hydropower to economijcally
prosperousregions, itsaid.“But

there are stillanumber of chal-
lenges. Once hidden costs of
transmission are considered,
sendingelectricity over long dis-
tancesisinherently inefficient.

“To transfer Tibet's elec-
tricity out, the exploitation of
hydropower resources in the
regionislikely to be mainly con-
centrated on the Jinsha River,
Lancang River and Nujiang
River, which are located close
to the border area between
Tibet and other Chinese
provinces,” itsaid. India's con-
cerns figured in the official
media coverage of the USD
three-billion Suwalong pro-
jectovertheJinshariver which
State-run Xinhua news agency
is proceeding smoothly.The
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Jinsha is a tributary of the
Yangtzeriver. The Suwalong pro-
ject is located at the junction
of Mangkam countyof Tibetand
Batang county of Sichuan
province in southwest China.
ltwillbe thelargest power sta-
tion in Tibet upon comple-
tion, bigger than Zangmu dam
over the Brahmaputra.

The power station has a
designed capacity of 1.2 mil-
lion kilowatts and will be able
togenerate about 5.4 billion kwh
of electricity per year.

All2-meter-high dam will
bebuiltto form areservoirthat
canstore about674 million cubic
meters of water. Generators are
expected tostart operations in
2021.
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Hundreds evacuated fréi
bound Lahauyl] valley

SNOW-

. MC THakur

MANALI, NOVEMBER 23

Hundreds of people were
€vacuated from the snow-
bound Lahay] valley in
over 100 vehicleg today
after the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO)
cleared snow from the

‘ Manali-Rohtang~Keylong

highway yesterday.

As many as 112 vehicles
crossed the rescue post at
Koksar village in the
Lahaul valley till 1 pm.

As the road ig covered
with a thick layer of snow
due to extreme cold condi-
tions, many vehicles got
stuck mid-way and had to
be pulled out by the
BRO’s vehicles,

Border Roads Task Force
Commander Colonel
AK Awasthi said 112 vehi-
cles had gone to Manali
from Lahay],

“The road surface is slip-
bery and risky for vehi-
cles. To ensure the smooth
movement of vehicles, we
are allowing one-way traf-
fic. Vehicles from Lahau]
were allowed to Cross
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Vehicles cross the Rohtang Pass on Thursday. proro BY WRITER

VEHICLES FROM MANALI MOVE TODAY

®As many as 112 vehicies crossed the rescuie post at Kok-
sar village in the Lahaut valley till 1 pm today

®As the road s covered with thick layer of Snow, many
vehicles got stuck inthe mid-way which were pulled oyt
by the BRO's vehicles -

®Vehicles from Manaili will cross Rohtang to Lahay on Friday

®BRO officials will conduct a joint recce of Rohtang with
Kullu and Lahaul-Spiti administration to decide if road
should be cloged to traffic : :

Rohtang and vehicles said.The Commander said

from Manalj will cross it Was not an easy task to

Rohtang on Friday,” he clear the road within 3
=
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record time as severe cold
and blizzards were the main
challenge. “Even machines
do not work in such
weather. At some stretch,

we had to clear up to 4-ft -

snow. We had engaged
Snow cutters, four dozers
and three JCB machines
from Koksar and Marhj
sides,” he added. .

Awasthi further added
that the highway had been
officially closed on
November 15 byt the BRO
had cleared Snow only to
facilitate residents of the
Lahaul valley.

The residents travel
between Lahay] and Kullu
to stock essentials before
heavy snowfal cuts off the
valley from Kully,

He also said BRO
officials would conduct a
joint recce of Rohtang
with Kullu and Lahauy]-
Spiti administration to
see the conditiong and
decide if road should be
closed to traffic, He said
they would not clear snow
from Rohtang if another
spell of snow blocked it as
it was not safe.
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to supply water to city again

Record rainfall after about 15 years does wonders

Poornima Nataraj

BENGALURU: A British-era
reservoir that once sup-
plied water to Bengaluruis
coming back to life, thanks
to copious rainfall this
monsoon.

The Thippagondanahalli
reservoir, on the city’s north-
ern outskirts, is just a few feet
short of its maximum capacity
of 72 feet.

Withthewaterleve] risingto
68.7 feet, the BWSSB is gear-
ing up to resume supply to the
city, stopped in 2012.

TG Halli dam, as the reser-
voir is popularly called, was
builtin1933 at the confluence
of rivers Arkavathi and Kumu-
davathi.

It was the first source
of piped drinking water to
Bengaluru, and was named
Chamarajasagara, a name
now almost forgotten.

BWSSB’s assistant engineer
Ramakrishne Gowda S said
the water level was just42 feet
four months ago.

“Ithasreceived record rain-
fall after about 15 years. The
sluice gates built during the
British era are openied when
the level goes beyond 74.6

The Thippagondanahlli reservoir show
Ramanagaram district. oH pHoTO/s K DINESH

feet,”he added.

Thatlevelwaslast breached
in1997-98, by his reckoning,

The decision to resume sup-
ply from the dam was taken af-
terthe quality of waterin terms
of TDS (total dissolved solids)
was measured.,

“The raw water shows less.

than 500 mg/litre of TDS,

Area
received

Currentlevel:68.7 ft
(capacity 72 feet)

record
rainfall after
15 years

BWSSB

had stopped
supply in
drought
year 2012

Who will get it?

neighbouring areas.

| The treated water will be supplied to Rajajinagar and

The TG Hallireservoir used to supply 130 million litres |

which is the standard level for
supply. After treatment with
alum and sodium hydrochlo-
ride, the water goes through
sand distilling, the traditional
methodhere,” said Chethan M
S, chemist, TG Halli dam.
When DH visited the treat-
mertt plant, the rusty equip-
ment were in the process of

ing the 68.7 feet water level (inst) in Magadi taluk,

-aday (mld). That had come down to about 12 mld when

- supply was stopped in 2012,a BWSSB official said.

Ineers estimate they can begin by supplying about 15
everythingisin place.

being repaired.

“We have estimated Rs 2.5
to Rs 3 crore as requirement
to execute repairs and main-
tenance. Once the funds are
released, we will take amonth’s
time to resume supply,” said B
M Nagendra Babu, assistant
engineer, BW5SB, - -
DH News Service
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Monsoon may
pick up pace
from Sunday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

After a brief lull, monsoon
is likely to pick up pace
from Sunday.

The low pressure that
formed over the Andaman
sea was over the islands on
Wednesday. An associated
cyclonic circulation also
persists. According to the
IMD, the system is likely to
become more marked over
southwest Bay of Bengal
and the neighbourhood
around November 26.

CONTINUED ON > PAGE 6

FROM PAGE ONE

Monsoon may.
pick up pace
from Sunday

According to the Indian
Meteorological Depart-
ment’s inference, the
weather system is likely to
become more marked
over the southwest Bay of
Bengal and neighbouring
areas around November
26. '

Officials of the meteor-
ological department note
that the system is still far
away and is being mon-
itored for revival of mon-
soon. Tamil Nadu has re-
ceived 26.4 cm against its
quota of 32.1 cm so far
this season, causing con-
cern of rainfall deficit:
However, officials note
that the winter monsoon
may bridge the shortfall
even with one intense
rain spell.

S. Balachandran, Dir-
ector, Area Cyclone Warn-
ing Centre, said “We will
wait till Friday for better
clarity on the weather
system and monitor its
movement. As of now, we
can expect moderate
showers in southern
Tamil Nadu and heavy
rainfall in one or two
places.”

The northeast mon-
soon may get more active
towards the weekend.
The department forecasts
that the coastal parts of
the State and Puducherry l
may begin to get fairly
widespread rainfall from
Sunday. A few places may
even experience heavy
rain spells on Sunday.



