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The water supply continued to remain affected for the third day after Delhi Jal Board shut down the
Wazirabad and Chandrawal water treatment plants on Friday afternoon as ammonia levels spiked in
the Yamuna. Full production was resumed late at night and supply is expected to remain partially
affected on Saturday morning.

DJB chairperson Kapil Mishra spoke to Union water resource minister Uma Bharti on Friday and
asked her to intervene since Haryana has been releasing untreated sewage and industrial waste into the
river, leading to a rise in ammonia levels. The government held an emergency meeting on Friday
night after which it announced that operations in both plants were to be resumed fully . Supply on
Saturday to some areas will be at low pressure.

Ammonia levels had started rising in Delhi from Tues day night and the Wazirabad and Chandrawal
plants were shut down for most of Wednesday, affecting supply in north, northwest, west and south
and NDMC areas. “Ammonia levels had started rising in the Yamuna since Tuesday morning. The
permissible level is 0.04 parts per million but levels touched a high of 2.6 ppm because of which two
plants, both of which draw raw water from the Wazirabad pond, had to be shut down.The level came
down on Thursday but not sufficiently .They started rising again on Friday which necessitated another
shut down,* said a DJB official.

Areas which were affected due to the closure include NDMC areas, Chandni Chowk, Jama Masjid,
Civil Lines, Subhash Park, Mukherjee Nagar, Shakti Nagar, Adarsh Nagar, Model Town,
Jahangirpuri, Wazirpur Industrial area, Punjabi Bagh, Gulabi Bagh, Hindu Rao, Jhandewalan, Motia
Khan, Paharganj, Karol Bagh, Old Rajinder Nagar, Naya Bazar, and adjoining areas.
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Concern over Kerala sand-mining norms

. .1 T. Nandakumar

A notification issued by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change prescribing regulations on river sand mining is
feared to result in a mismatch with the State legislation on the issue, sparking concern over its implications on the protection of the ravaged
rivers in Kerala.

The January 15 notification mandates the creation of a District Environment Impact Assessment Authority empowered to issue
environmental clearance for sand mining below five hectares. In Kerala, district-level expert committees have been constituted to identify the
locations for river sand mining. In June last year, the State government imposed a ban on sand mining from six rivers.

Printable version | Jan 27, 2016 11:45:51 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/concern-over-kerala-sandmining-
norms/article8149213.ece
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Om, Ganga!

he muck is settling vet again in the “hal-

lowed” Ganga in Varanasi barely a few

weeks after a contrived clean-up drive was

initiated ahead of the visit of the Japanese
Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, in the company of
his counterpart to watch the arti at one of the
ghats. The fact that the holy of holies also hap-
pens to be the Lok Sabha constituency of Naren-
dra Modi had made the seasonal initiative still
more compelling. The adjective “seasonal” is
used intentionally. The National Green Tribunal
has called the bluff inherent in such shambaolic
exercises, if Monday's rap on the knuckles is any
indication.

It has censured both the Centre and the Uttar
Pradesh government for “polluting the river”™,
couched in the caveat that slogans on cleaning up
the river ring hollow... as does the Swachh Bharat
abhivan in the national perspective. The political
connotation of the stricture must be that both the
Bhartiva Janata Party at the Centre and the
Samajwadi Party in the state are equally answer-
able as to why the river wallows in the mire;
hence the directive to the UP government and
the Union ministries of environment and water
resources to deal with the mess with urgent
despatch. Indeed, the degree of pollution has
attained a direly revolting level with the dumping
of bodies and animal carcasses into the river - as
rampant as it is almost incredible. It is hard to
escape the conclusion that civic consciousness is
virtually non-existent; the reports of dumping
that have been highlighted by the NGT under-
score the abysmal failure of Varanasi’s munici-
pal administration, such as it exists. The suppos-
edly sacred river has been reduced to a potential
hazard to public health and in the season of the
Ardh Kumbh mela in nearby Allahabad.

The environmental degradation of the holy
town can be contextualised with the failure of the
Clean Ganga project generally. The Centre has
been directed by the tribunal not to release funds
for cleaning the river from Gomukh to Kanpur
without its approval. In the net, a vast swathe of
UP and Uttarakhand has been afflicted by the
river water pollution.

It is more than obvious that the administra-
tion in Lucknow has tripped on the basics, most
particularly to identify the polluting industries
on the banks of the Ganga, let alone furnish to
the NGT data on the “guantity and quality™ of
the discharge that is generated by the factories
and then dumped into the river. Negligent non-
chalance alone explains why the “guantum of
effluents and sewage” remains an unknown
gquantity The pollution of the Ganga is a classic
instance of how Man destroyvs Nature... from
Varanasi to Kolkata's waterfront and bevond.
Regretfully, the West Bengal Pollution Control
Board, which too has been put on notice by NGT,
is no less ineffectual.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8249005?show=print 12
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A chilling story of white magic across Asia too

A massive snowstorm that blanketed the US East Coast moved out to sea on Sunday , leaving 18
people dead, near-record snowfall in some major cities and heavy flooding along the coast. Residents
emerged with snowploughs and shov els, and tens of thousands of stranded travellers were scrambling
to get to their des tinations or find alternate ar rangements.

The morning arrived on the Eastern Seaboard with low temperatures and clear skies, as states and
cities assessed the storm's impact and outlined cleanup efforts that could last well into the week.
“Happy Sunday to all,* governor An drew M Cuomo of New York said at the first of a several news
conferences scheduled on Sunday morning. “We sur vived, and then some.* In New York City ,
where the storm left more than 30 inches of snow in some parts, grappling with its sheer volume was
the next or der of business.

Alternate-side parking rules were suspended through Friday , and mayor Bill de Bla sio urged
residents to stay off the streets and leave cars parked to help speed snow re moval efforts. Schools will
be open on Monday , he said, and sanitation crews were pressed to get roads prepared for school buses
to begin their early morning routes.

The mayor said he hoped higher temperatures expected this week would also help clear the snow.

At 7 am on Sunday a travel ban imposed by New York State and city officials on Saturday afternoon
was lifted. Tunnels and bridges into the city, all of which had been closed during the storm, reopened
as well, according to the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. Service had been suspended
during the storm on the Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North Railroad, as well as the aboveground
routes of the subway and the Staten Island Railway. Also at 7 am, some Metropolitan Transportation
Authority buses began rolling again. Snow stopped falling around 10pm on Saturday , leaving a total
of 26.8 inches in Central Park, according to the National Weather Service, the second-highest amount
recorded since 1869.

Crews worked overnight to clear runways though with thousands of flights cancelled, service had not
yet been restored. Cuomo said on Saturday “the vast majority of flights would be cancelled on
Sunday.

[
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WHITEWASHED: A man makes his way during the storm in New York
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{Top) Coastal waters are frozen in Qingdao, in China's Shandong provin-
ce, an Sunday. Much of China shivered as a teeth-chattering cold snap
broke decades-old records and snow fell in some parts for the first time
in years. (Above) Planes on a snow-covered landing strip at Jeju Inter-
national Airport in South Korea. Seoul on Sunday experienced the cold-
est day of this winter with temperatures dropping to near record lows.
A cold-wave warning was issued in Seoul for the first time in five years
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Delh1 s coldest mght
 this season sees the

mercury fa

Tines News Nmn:ﬁ\ L
: New Delhi: Delhi experien-

: ped its eoldest night of the.

i winteronFridayasicy north-
! westerly: winds and a cloud-

i Jesssky led to asharpdropin

! the minimum temperature,
i which fell almost four not-
i ches compared to the previo-
: usnighttosettleatd.2degrees
i Celsius.
; There was no escape from
: the chill during the day as
i well. With the cold night lea-
: dingtocondensation of mois-
¢ tfure, afog hung over the city
i through the day screening
¢ out the sun. The maximum
: temperature remained four
i degrees below normal at17.7
i degreesCelsius.
The current cold spell, the
: harshest of the winter so far,
: is being mainly caused by
i changes in wind patterns in
i the Artic and Siberia which
i have sent a cold burst south-
ward from there into India.
_The weather, however,. is
again expected toturninaco-
uple of days. “From Sunday
or Monday both minimum
and maximum temperatures
are likely tostartrising,” said
B P Yadav, director;, India Me-
teorological Department.
The fog too has persisted
for the longest number of da-

ysthisseason. “Ithaslasted10

1l to 4. 2 C:

Piyal Bhattacharjee

‘Allbundied up on the coldest day
of the season in Delhi

SEEN=

Fog hk é ’g&stay fo

he previous lowest
| temperature of this
winter, &

Celsius, was seen on Decem-
ber20. :

Maximum temperatures
have been below normal for
eight days in arow following
a three-week spell of freak-
ishly warm weather. There’s
another turn in the weather
in store from next week.
“The expected rise in tem-
peratures from Sunday/
Monday is due to local fac-
tors. As of now, it’s difficult

degrees 7\

3;..,. | Max17.7°C/Min4.2°C
| ':r‘.“i' Moenrise: Saturday -
05:24pm

Hbonset: Sunday~07:03am

| Sunset:Saturday-05:53pm

‘Sunrise: Sunday-07:13am

Mainly clear sky, moderate fog at many
placesand very dense fog to occurata
few places. Maximum & minimum

- temperature on Saturday willbearound

19°C & 05°C.. Maximum humidity on
Friday was 100% and minimum 72%

to say whether the cold will
return or when,” said Yadawv

On Friday, the airport ex-
perienced zero visibility be-
tween 6am and 10am and

r3-4 days

flight operations were se-

verely affected.
“Since no major western

disturbance is expected till

January 27, late-night and
early-morning dense fog is

most likely to continue for :

thenext3-4days: Moderateto

dense fog is likely tooccur at~

afew places over P_umab Ha-
ryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh and north Ra-

jasthan during next two |

days. Delhiwill experiencea

mainly clear sky which will

start becoming partly cloudy

from January 25,” saida Met  :

department official.

Fog, VIP movement

o N
hit 14 flights at IGl
ver12flights were delayed
and two diverted atiGlon
Friday due to poor visibility, VIP
movementand airspace closure
for the Republic Day rehearsal.
ATC denied reports that curbs
were imposed due to PM's flight
to Varanasi. Atleast 35 trains
were cancelled duetofog. P9

days already. The fog spell :
started on January 13.and is i
likely to continue for some
more days over most parts of i

north India, including Del-
hi,” said R K Jenamani, direc-
torin-chargeof Gl Met.
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Besides Ganga, 254 polluted river

stretches too require attention
Water Min To POLLUTED RIVER STRETCHES IN 2015

COMPARISON BETWEEN GANGA AND NON-GANGA BASIN STATES

Hold Meet
Next Month

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Looking beyond
India’s national river Ganga
and its tributaries, including
Yamuna, the Centre had last
week taken up the case of the
polluted MulaMutha riverin
Pune by finalising a number
of river cleaning measures.
Butother rivers in the count-
rvhavesofarnotattracted si-
milarattention.

Ganga river basin states,
having48 polluted river stret-
ches, need special attention
due to their length and the si-
ze of dependent population,
but this does not take away
the case of other river basin
states which have asmany as
254 polluted river stretches.
The Central Pollution Cont-
rol Board (CPCB) found the
number of such stretches
had increased from 150 in
2009 to 302 in 2015. The report
was based on the BOD (bio-
chemical oxygen demand) le-
vels in water that shows the
extentof organicand bacteri-
al contamination.

Asmany as 532 towns/citi-
esfall along the polluted stret-
chesof different rivers across
the country as against 118 in
the Gangariver basin states.

“The muniecipal corpora-
tions are not able to treat in-
creasing load of sewage flo-
wing into the water bodies:
Secondly, thereceiving water
bodies also do not have water
for dilution (of pollutants),”

NO. OF POLLUTED RIVER STRETCHES
GANGA OTHER RIVER
BASIN BASIN

A TR Rl
(Uttarakhand, UP,
Bihar, Jharkhand
and West Bengal)
NUMBER OF TO\'JNS\CITIES \\(

TOTAL NO. OF POLLUTED RIVER
STRETCHES IN THE COUNTRY

Mumber of ‘polluted river stretches’
increased from 150 in 2009 to 302 in 2015

State-wise polluted river stretches

Maharashtra -

Gujarat - lz?,

- 12
13

Karnataka - 1115

=9
MP i1

(Source: CPCB reports of Dec 2009 & Feb 2015)
(CPCB monitors 445 rivers in 29 States and 6
Union Territories in the country)

(The 302 polluted river stretches found in 275
rivers in 2015)

MUNICIPAL SEWAGE GENERATION, TREATMENT
CAPACITY AND GAP

GANGA BASIN | Five states - Uttarakhand, UP, Bihar,
Jharkhand & West Bengal

Generate sewage Total available capacity to treat
W 7301MLD - sewage in these five states
3,314 MLD PR | (it means 3,987 MLD of untreated
Gap | sewage discharged which
3.987 MLD ——— — pollutes the riveras well as
: | groundwater
OTHER RIVER BASIN

Gen erate sewage

EETENE S 49,699 MLD
Capamty to treat sewage

17,044 MLD

Untreated sewage

CPCBsaidin itsreport.

1t is learnt that the water
resources ministry will bra-
instorm onthese issues when
it meets stakeholders over
the larger issue of water con-

servation early next month.
Themeetingwill beheld follo-
winga proposalthat the juris-
diction over National River
Conservation Plan, which ta-
kes care of 30 major rivers

other than Ganga and its tri-
butaries, should be transfer-
red from theenvironment mi-
nistry to the water resources
ministry to ensure an integ-
rated approach.
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Pollution levels in Yamuna
breach limit, hit water supply

DANGEROUS Delhi government takes up the matter with the Centre for a lasting solution

HT Correspondent

] htrepnrters@hlndus;amlme&ccm

NEW DELHE Water supply to vari-
ous localities in the city has
been severely hit as ammonia
levels in the Yamuna water has
inereased beyond treatment
capacity, forcing the closure
of Wazirabad and Chandrawal
water treatment plants.

The Delhi government took
up the matter with Union water
resources minister Uma Bharti
as it is a recurring issue.

. “Both plants closed again
due to again high levels of
ammonia. [ have called a high-
level emergency DJB meeting
at Wazirabad plant at 8.30pm,”
Delhi water minister Kapil
Mishra tweeted.

The plants, which supply
water to large parts of the
Capital, were made partial-
1y functional on Thursday.
Authorities were forced to
close them first on the evening
of January 19.

“The ammonia levels in the

Yamuna have reached above
the danger mark yet again and
the water treatment plants

have been shut. The level of and his family are not getting X ._[_ A d.arsh Niaga

ammonia is between 2-2.5 drinking water supply “Weare Wazirpur e --mo&!”"—

ppm (parts per million). Thave  forced to buy packaged water for dustrial Area - /& &“‘“— Nukhariee

spoken to Uma Bharti ji and  drinking and other cooking. On i —J:"'\ s Nagar,

she has promised to take up the ° Fridaymorning, water came for b 't,. S Shaktl f\{agér

matter with Haryana chief awhile and again stopped. The Ll ' * Hind Rao !

minister Manohar Lal Khattar,”  government should take proper il | ® dvi unes L/

Mishra said. action and get this fixed,” the \ Eﬂabe Bagh J .@—. ol = ;
As per Bureau of Indian 70-year-old said. == OhINEES

Standards (BIS), the safe level Delhi chief secretary KK Y 3*‘15’ i

of ammonia is0.5 mg per litre.

The closure of water plants
has been affecting water sup-
ply in New Delhi Munieipal
Council areas, which includes
the Lutyens’ zone, North Delhi,
North West Delhi, Central Delhi

= The levels of ammonia in Yamuna's water had gone over the dangerous mark, forcing closure of two
SONU MEHTA/ HT PHOTO

water freatment plants that supply water to several areas across city.

and parts of West and South
Delhi.

Hanuman Chaudhury, a
resident of Chawri Bazar, said
that for the past four days, he

Sharma had written to his
Haryana counterpart appris-
ing him of the “deteriorating”
water quality and sought his
intervention for taking neces-
sary steps to prevent entry of
pollutants downstream.

{5\ @ Chandl Chowk |
O-r_“ @ Jima Masjiq

\{ilmuna
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City shivers,
sight for at least a

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: As the city continued to remain
under a heavy fog cover for the 12th consecu-
tive day, Delhiites experienced a freezing Sun-
day Temperatures were down to 10 degrees
Celsius evenasearly as 8.30pm. The day's max-
imum temperature was 16.3 degrees Celsius,
five degrees below normal, while the mini-
mum was 7.5 degrees Celsius.

Fogdisrupted operations atIGlairport, de-
laying 21 flights. Also, a dozen trains were de-
layedand10rescheduled. “Stinday wasthe12th
consecutive day when heavy fog was wit-
nessed but in terms of intensity and duration,
it was the worst day, The IGI airport experi-
enced CAT-IT conditions for the longest period
this season. Sunday was also the third day
this January when fog was recorded for 24
hours,” said RK Jenamani, director in-charge,
IGI Met,

Jenamani said that since January 13, there
had been 210 hours of fogevery day at the air-

no relief in
week

Anindya Chattopadhyay

£

FREEZE FRAME: Visibility was low through the day

port. “The present westerlynorthwesterly 3

cold winds of up to 6 knots may turn easterly
from January 26, which is when fog will start
weakening in intensity and duration. Howev-
er, amajor respite is only expected from Janu-
ary 30 as the western disturbance would have
moved by then,” he added.

Tn Delhi, Jafarpur was the coldest area
with a maximum temperature of 10.4 degrees
Celsiusand aminimum of 6.1 degrees Celsius.

{
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Ammonia in

Yamuna: DJB

Times News Nerwork

writes to Uw

New Delhi: Delhi.]amaard(ms)m-

man Kapil Mishra on Saturday wrote a
Jettertoministerof waterresources Uma
Bharti to complain about industries in
Haryana releasing untreated effluent in
Yamuna.

Mishra said the operation of the
Chandrawal and Wazirabad water treat-
ment plants of 220 MGD capacity has be-
en suspended due tothis.

“if the quantum of Ammonia in raw
water increases to 0.5 ppm and beyond,
the operation of treatment of raw water
has to besuspended as ammonia with the
treatingagent chlorinegivesriseto triha-
lomethane whichiscarcinogenicinnatu-

re,” Mishra stated in his letter, adding

that the Centre should persuade Haryana

to check the industries from releasing |

untreated effluents.

Theareas identifiedby DJBanditsco-
unterparts in Haryanawhere illegalrele- :

ase of effluents is adversely affecting the
quality of water includes: industrial was-
e discharge through DD8 drain near

Mandora village, industrial waste in ri-

ver course through Munak escape and
the spill-over of domestic industrial was-
tofrom drain number 6 into DD8 drain.

~ On Tuesday after a sudden degrada-
tionin watergquality at Wazirabad intake,
both Wazirabad and Chandrawal water
treatment plants were closed.
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Water sul_)ply FeSUmeS

after 4 days, Yamuna 3~
pollution under control

NEW DELHI: Water supply across
many parts of thecity resumed
on Saturday after four days as
the Wazirabad and Chandrawal
p]antsbecameoperaﬁonalagam.

A rise in the ammonia level
in the Yamuna, the lifeline of
the Capital, forced the closure
of the plants.

1t affected water supply
in New Delhi Municipal
Council areas, which includes
the Lutyens' zone, north
Delhi, north west Delhi, cen-
tral Delhi and parts of west and
south Delhi.

Delhi water minister and
Delhi Jal Board chairman Kapil
Mishra late on Friday night
tweeted that 100% production
started from both the plants.

“Congrats TeamDJB for
showing highest levels of alert-
ness and vigilance at this time
of crisis! Close monitoring of
water quality by installing
cameras and upgrading labs
will be done. The DJB will
find and adopt technical solu-
tions before this summer s0
that production ig never
required to stop due to pollut-
ants,” he tweeted.

On Saturday morning,
water supply resumed in
Chandni Chowk, Jama Masjid,
Civil Lines, Subhash Park,

e ,_!-',d"“: :
= A rise in the

ammonia level in the Yamuna forced the closure
of the Wazirabad and Chandrawal plants.

Mukherjee Nagar, Shakti
Nagar, Adrash Nagar, Model
Town, Jahangir Puri, Wazirpur
Tndustrial area, PunjabiBagh,
Gulabi Bagh, Hindu Rao,
Jhandewalan, Motia Khan,
Pahar Ganj, Karol Bagh, Old
Rajinder Nagar, Naya Bazar,
Ract and West Patel Nagar and
Malka Ganj, among other areas.

DJB CEO Keshav Chandra
told HT that the sitnation was
stabilised by Friday morning
but water guality took a dip
later in the day.

“Onece the ammonia level
exceeds 0.5 ppm, you have to
shut down the water treatment
plants. On Friday, Haryana
released 300 cusecs of water in
the DD8 drain, which is quite
polluted. This water got accu-
mulated in the Wazirabad pond
and had a high level of ammo-
nia. So, we had to shut downthe
operations of Wagzirabad and
Chandrawal water treatment
plants,” Chandra said.

He said the DJB teams were
monitoring water guality every
half an hour.

“We are also trying to find
a solution so that production
in these water treatment
plants doesn't get affected,”
Chandra said.

Ag per Bureall of Indian
gtandards (BIS), the safe
level of ammonia in water is
0.5 mg per litre.
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New Delhi: The water supply i
continued to remgin affected ;
for the third day after Delh_i

Sbiked in the Yamuna, myj :
Production wag resumed late
at night anq supply is eXpec- !
ed to remain Dartially affac. :

ted on-Satlu‘daymurnjng.
DJB chairparson_ Kapil

Mishra Spoke to Union watep
Tesource minjstap Uma Bhar. :
tion Friday ang asked hep tq
intervena Since Haryang has
been releasing untreated go. :
Wage and industpiag Wastein- :
1otheriver, leadingto 5 risein
ammonia levels. The govern- !
ment held an emergency mee.
ting on Friday night after :
which it announced that Ope- :

rations in hoth Plants were

be resumeq fully, Supply on
Saturdaytosomeareas Wwill be

atlowpressure.

Ammonia Jeye]g had stay-
ted rising in Dejy; from Tues.

SUPPLY AFFECTED

day night gn the Wazirabaq
and Chandraya] Plants were

Nesday, al‘.‘fer:bng Supply in :
north, northwest, west and sg- :

MCareas, “Amme.
Nialevels hadstarteq risingin

uthand NDy,
the Yamuyng sinee Tuesday

Morning. The permissipje 1.
VeI_isD.Mpartspermﬂ]ion'but

levels toucheq 5 high of 2

8 i
BPm because of whicy two :
Plants, hoth of which. draw :

Thursday but not sufficiently, :
'I'h_ey started rising again on !

Friday which Necessiiatad

another shyt down,” saiq

DJB official,

Areas which were affecteq
due to the closure include
C

Chandnj

aregs, :
Chowg, JamaMasjid. Civil Li- :

Ties, Subhash parg Mukher-

Jee  Nagar Shakti

Nagar, :

Adarsh Nagar, Mode] Towmn,
J; girpuri, Wazirpyr n! :
dustrial-area, Punjabi Bagh,
» . Hingd :

Gulabi Bg

S
Bazar, ang adjoiningareas.
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