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For 30 Years,
- SC Kept Eye
On Project

Dhananjay Mahapatra &
Amit Anand Choudhary | Ty

New Delhi: After a frus-
trating three decades of
monitoring government
effortsto clean the Ganga,
the Supreme Court decid-
ed on Tuesday to entrust
the task to National Green
Tribunal (NGT) even as
petitioner and Magsaysay
award winner M C Mehta
contested the Centre’s
“tall claims” on making
theriverpollution free.

The SC had earlier
asked the NGT to monitor
efforts to reduce pollution
in the river caused by dis-
chargeof untreated indus-
trial effluents. On Tues-
day, it said the NGT would
also monitor discharge of
untreated sewage into the
river. A bench headed by
Chief Justice J S Khehar
askedthe NGTtofurnisha
reportinsix monthsto the
SC on progress of work on
both fronts— controlling
flow of untreated industri-
al effluents and municipal
sewage into theriver,

The Centre, through
solicitor general Ranjit
Kumar, presented an up-
date to the court on the
work initiated by the gov-
ernment through the inte-
grated ‘Namami Gange’
project with an outlay of
Rs20,000 crore, which was
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approved by the Union
Cabinet in January 2016.

On municipal sewage
management front, the Ce-

. ntre said it had entrusted

prefeasibility studies and
condition assessment in 118
identified towns to five cen-
tral public sectorundertak-
ings. It claimed to have re-
ceived reports on 84 towns,
“Development of 82 million
litres per day (MLD) sew-
age treatment plants
(STPs) in Haridwar and 50
MLD in Varanasi on hybrid
ammuity-based PPP mode
have been taken up on pri-
oritybasisandbids werein-
vited on December 31 last
year,” the Centre said.

In October 2014, the SG
had told the SC that to stop
industrial effluents, re-
sponsiblefor 30% of pollu-
tion in Ganga, the NDA
government was commit-
ted to achieve zero liquid
discharge (ZLD) from in-
dustries by March 31, 2015
by putting identified in-
dustries to strict notice.

Morethan two yearslat-
er, the Union government
said, “Diagnostic and feasi-
bility studies havebeen car-
ried out by National Mis-
sionfor Clean Ganga and it
suggests ZLD based Com-
mon Effluent Treatment
Plants(CETPs)asareliable

and environmentally sou-
nd option for effluent man-
agement for small scale in-
dustries in Ganga basin.”

Of the 456 tanneries
identified to be polluting
Ganga in its flow through
UP, only 1]t4 have been dis-
mantled. Among the 442
functional tanneries, 437
units divided in three clus-
ters-—Kanpur (400), Banth-
er(23) and Unnao (14) —are
connected to CETPs but all
three CETPs are non-com-
pliant of Central Pollution
Control Board norms, the
Centresaid. .

It said ZLD was
achieved in17 of the27dis-
tillery units and closure
orders were passed for
nine but only one was
closed. Mehta took the op-
portunity to inform the
courtthattall claimsofthe
Centretoclean theriver of
pollutantsremained most-
ly on paper and the water
quality had not improved.

The Centre said the
ministry of drinking wa-
ter and sanitation had pro-
vided Rs 578 crore to un-
dertake rural sanitation
activitiesin1651 gram pan-
chayats. In October 2014,

theSChad givenventtoits -

frustration in making gov-
ernments work according
to their promise to clean
the Ganga. It had found
that though Rs 4,000 crore
was spent during Ganga
Action Plans I & II, there
was no improvement in

water quality Mehta had :

complained of rising arse-
nic and mercury levels in
Ganga posing grave threat
to lives.
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