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Failed monsoons may have left
India parched, but the real culprit
s overuse of the country’s available
water stock to the point where it can
no longer be replenished by the rains

ZiaHaq

= 7ia. hag@hindustantimes.com

rought-hit Denganmal in
Maharashtra, one of India’s
driest places, has of late caught
the attention of sociologists,
rather than policymakers.

In a strange impact, a constant
water crisis has made its largely
monogamous population turn to
polygamy. Men take up to three
wives because one isn't enough

to fetch hard-to-find water:

Women with metal vessels clutched to
their waists trek long distances foraging for
the day’s fill. On bad days, it can take three
or four expeditions under a harsh sun. So
more wives mean a more equitable division
of labour. Over time, this has skewed the
local sex ratio. Researchers began calling
this the ‘water-wives’ phenomenon.

Elsewhere in arid Vidarbha and
Marathwada, multiple crop failures have
caused wives to take the lead. They are facing
up to taboos, braving stares and sniggers
as they begin to work outside the home for
the first time, selling bangles door to door
to keep their children in school or trading
in livestock so they can buy medicine. (See
www. hindustantimes.com for more)

Water has indeed become India’s scarcest
resource, which isn’t just hurting the
economy, but its people too. A back-to-back
drought after failed monsoons has pushed
large parts of the country to crisis point.

Last year, heatwaves Killed an estimated
2,500. This year, more than 100 have perished
already. If a similar number were to die in,
say, terrorist violence, a national alert would
have been sounded.

On March 13, the Ganga ran so low on
water near West Bengal's Farraka that
eastern India’s largest power plant had to be
temporarily shut down.

In Latur, water is being transported in rail
wagons. In Bundelkhand — an impoverished
Tegion spanning 13 districts across UP and
Madhya Pradesh — district magistrates have
to ensure nobody uses drinking water for
anything else. In 91 nationally monitored large
lakes and basins critical for power, drinking
and irrigation, levels have fallen by a third.

Although the immediate reason for
an exacerbating water crisis is always a
monsoon failure, bad rainy spells are not the
main cause. It's about how water is utilised,
particularly in a country with only 4% of
the world’s water resources and 16% of the
global population.

The country’s public water-supply
systems are creaky. In large cities, much of
the assured supply is hogged by the rich.
Urban demand is currently 135 litres per
person per day, three times as much as rural
India’s 40 litres, excluding farm use.

In mountain state Meghalaya, one of
the rainiest places on Earth, residents
face shortages.

“We don’t have the funds to create storage
for the surplus runoff,” says Richardson
Sangma, an irrigation department
official in Shillong, the state’s
picturesque capital.

HARD TIMES

Asrural incomes plummeted
following successive bad
farm seasons, the make-work
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme —a
crucial social safety net— was
sputtering. It was unable to ramp
up work opportunities or provide
timely payment to drought-stricken
farmers, due to a funds crunch. Slowly,
the country hurtled into its worst rural
distress in decades.

In Beed, Maharashtra, this crisis is
taking the form of under-age marriages.
The only work available is in
sugarcane units, and they pay more if
you work in pairs. As a result, girls as
young as 13 are being married to boys
Jjust a couple of years older.

“Over the past three years, as farm
yields have fallen, we have witnessed
at least a 20% rise in the number of
under-age marriages,” says child rights
activist Tatwashil Kamble. “We know
it’s happened when they suddenly stop
attending school or college. Some reappear
for the exams, wearing a mangaisutra.” (See
www. hindustantimes.com for more)

‘When droughts occur, calls for ramping
up India’s poor irrigation from the current
40% of total arable land grow loud. Yet,
even with arelatively insufficient irrigation
network, agriculture use accounts for 80%
of the country’s total water consumption.

Water-guzzling crops, such as rice and
sugarcane, are the single biggest threat to its
plunging water table.

India’s per capita availability of usable
fresh water is about 1,123 cubic metres,
down from about 4,000 cubic metres in 1947,
and against the current global average of
3,000 cubic metres,

The real problems are irregular supply,
widespread contamination and growing
demand in the face of declining usable
sources. All this can quickly worsen into
a humanitarian crisis when successive
monsoons fail.

“Our agriculture demands huge water.
It’s the biggest consumer. Drinking accounts
for less than 10%. It’s worrying,” says
Ghanshyam Jha, chairman of the Central
‘Water Commission.

Jha is worried not for nothing. According to
McKinsey Consulting’s 2030 Water Resources
Group, India will be one of the largest centres
of agricultural demand for water by 2030, with
projected withdrawals of 1,195 billion cubic
metres in 2030. This will require a doubling of
its usable water generation.

India’s green revolution in the 1960s
saw a spurt in water consumption, as the

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

Hindustan Times e-Paper - Delhi - 24 Apr 2016 - Page #15

T mee— T

[ Number of
districts in
the state

I Number of
districts hit
by drought
(as declared
on April 19)

/

(percentages
denote mon-
soon deficit for
2015, measured
as change

from normal)

RAJASTHAN

Coastal Karnataka: =

coarse cereals

30

Ein summer

drought

]

Meteorological
Department;
Government
of India)

in winter drought =

(Sources: Indianv_‘:}‘i

T . =4 -

THE CRISIS ZONES

v

Two straight years of deficient monsoon have pushed

256 of India’s 640 districts, or 40% of the country’s
total area, into drought. A look at how this has
played out in the states worst affected
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government provided
cheap electricity and diesel
for farm use, in a bid to raise output. Given
water availability patterns, the green
revolution should have been promoted in
eastern India, a rain-surplus region. Instead,
much of the irrigation expansion has been
in the north, where the share of cultivated
area covered by irrigation has risen from
78% in 1996 to about 90% in 2007.

Geographically, India is carved up into
5,723 groundwater blocks. Nearly 1,500 are
overused, making it impossible for rains to
replenish them.

“In Bundelkhand, there is no famine-like
situation but agriculture has been badly hit
for three seasons now. Right now, what is
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relief, not long-term plans,” said
Sudhir Panwar, a member of the UP State
Planning Commission. Aside from two bad
summers, a series of hailstorm in March
2015 ravaged winter crops in five states:
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana.

Inmany rural areas, it’s tough to get to
a water source. According to the NSSO, in
Jharkhand it takes 40 minutes one way,
without taking into account waiting time.
In Bihar, its 33 minutes. Rural Maharashtra
clocks an average of 24 minutes. According
to the World Health Organisation, a
household is considered water-stressed if it

required is urgent

spends more than 30 minutes getting to
its water source.

The current dry spell should end when
the monsoon, predicted to be normal,
arrives in June. But the long-term prospect
isn’t rosy.

“It will require dramatic changes in
agriculture, higher pricing of water for the
rich, more renewable sources for electricity
and newer technologies to minimise farm
use of water;” says Vasudha Deshmukh, a
former water consultant for the government,
who has also consulted with the WHO and
World Bank.

According to Deshmukh, policymakers
tend to rely on short-term goals. One
such step is a lumbering wagon train that
currently pulls into Jaipur railway station
each week from Delhi with much-needed
cargo: 12,000 gallons of water.

-

= A man carries
a container of
water across
the bed of a
drying pond on
the outskirts of
Bhubaneswar,
Odisha. The
WHO defines a
household as
water-stressed
if it spends more
than 30 minutes
getting to its
water source.
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Title : Maharashtra likely to see 30% drop in sugar output
Author : Priyanka Kakodkar

Location :

Mumbai

Article Date : 04/24/2016

Marathwada Region Shows Sharp Decline In Cane Area
Maharashtra, which has long been the top sugar producer in the country, is likely to see a steep decline in its sugar output--of around 30%--on account
of the intense drought, according to estimates from sugar department officials.

Early forecasts suggest that sugar production in Maharashtra will drop from 85 lakh tonnes in 2015-16 to just around 55-60 lakh tonnes in 2016-17. A
decline which ranges from 29% to 35%, officials say .The state's federation of cooperative sugar factories places the decline slightly lower, expecting
an output of between 62 lakh and 67 lakh tonnes.

The sugarcane planting season stretches from June to February . Typically around 6 lakh hectares of new cane is grown during these months.However,
the season of 2015-16 saw a plantation of less than 3 lakh hectares, officials say .

A final estimate of the crop area can only be made by June. Besides the new plantation, the old sugarcane stumps also grow out by then.These usually
account for 45% of the total crop.

“It 1s premature to estimate the crop area. It will depend on the survival of the ratoon or the cane which grows from old stumps. We are hoping for
pre-seasonal showers,* said state sugar commissioner Vipin Sharma.

The steepest decline in cane area has been in the Marathwada region, which was worst hit by the drought. Despite being a historically arid region,
Marathwada cultivates as much as 20% of the water-guzzling crop and has 70 sugar factories. The parched district of Solapur in the sugar belt of
western Maharashtra also reported a major drop in cane area, besides Pune and Ahmednagar.

In 2014-15, which was a drought year, the state saw its highest ever sugar production at 105 lakh tonnes. In 2015-16, it fell to 85 lakh tonnes. Now it
1s set to plummet even further.

Maharashtra has 236 sugar factories, of which 177 functioned this year, officials say .“Sugar factories will face heavy losses with the fall in cane.
Some will face closures and lay-offs,* said Sanjeev Babar, managing director of the Maharashtra cooperative sugar factories federation.

The state's sugar factories also owe farmers massive du es worth Rs 3,200 crore. “The state's factories have paid 80% of farmers' dues, and the rest
should be cleared by September,“ Babar said.
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Critics are increa singly questioning the wisdom of cane culti vation in drought-pro ne Marathwada and calling for a ban. “The re is a 101% cause-ef
fect between sugarcane cultivation in Marathwada and the drought. The region is part of a deficit river basin and cannot afford to cultivate a water-
intensive crop,” said water expert Pra deep Purandare, former expert member of the Marathwada Development Board.

Latur, which is facing its most intense water crisis, cultivates the largest amount of cane in Marathwada. “It takes 2,500 litres of water to irrigate one
kilogram of sugar. On an average, a factory that can crush 2,500 tonnes of cane a day needs 25,00,000 litres of water a day ,* he said.Yet, instead of
cutting back on cane, Marathwada has only increased its cane cultivation and sugar factories, adding to the water stress and draining ground water.
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Title : Wells dry up first time in 100 years

Author : Photo by Narayan Wale, text by Syed Rizwanullah
Location :

Article Date : 04/24/2016

Marathwada has seen terrible droughts before. But never before did the two oldest wells in Wadval
Nagnath village in Chakur taluka of Latur dry up. These wells have been around over 100 years.

About eighty other wells -both old and new -situated in and around the Wadval-Nagnath too have
almost dried up. Few borewells are functioning. “The owners have decided not to use the water for
their crops but have opened the wells to the public," says sarpanch Shilpatai Rajkumar Bendke.

The water in the well owned by Annasaheb and Ambadas Patil has turned so muddy that it can't be
used for drinking. Raosaheb Bhanje's well is dilapidated but the water is potable. “But it's risky.
Sometimes people slip and fall in. But, we manage to rescue them," says Bendke. The village gets two
tankers a day to service its population of about 10,000. “We store the water and then it pump it into
the overhead tank. It is supplied to the village for a few minutes. But it isn't enough," she says.
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Title : Drought-hit states press Centre for more funds under MGNREGS
Author : Akshaya Mukul

Location :

New Delhi

Article Date : 04/24/2016

The argument of Swaraj Abhiyan, petitioner in the Supreme Court on drought, that the rural jobs
scheme is suffering from a fund crunch has proved to be correct. The committee of secretaries headed
by cabinet secretary that met early this month had a first-hand experience of this as “all states
participating in the meeting raised the issue of additional fund requirement under MGNREGS.*

It was “indicated that the releases made to the states during this year has been mainly utilised to settle
pending liabilities of 2015-16 and additional funds are required for ongoing works.* On its part,
ministry of rural development argued that Rs 12,000 crore released by the Centre in early April was
31% of the total budget. The ministry said the fund could be utilised on priority for settling labour
components of past liabilities and for ongoing works. The rural development ministry assured more
funds will be released from the available balance and after passage of the Finance Bill.

In the meeting, UP and Odisha requested for revision of minimum wage rates.But rural development
ministry stood its ground that minimum wages are revised based on the minimum wage rate of a state
for 2009 plus increment based on Consumer Price Index of Agricultural Labour. UP requested that the
number of mandays of 15 crore for 2016-17 may be enhanced to 18 crore as was the case in 2015-16.
But rural development ministry said these were fixed based on the calculation for labour budget and
could be modified depending on progress of the assigned public works.

The committee of secretaries recommended that rural development ministry should release more
funds for ongoing works under MGNREGS after passing the Appropriation Bill in May .

Other recommendations included necessary steps for release of first instalment of State Disaster
Response Fund to the 10 affected states at the earliest without insisting on utilisation certificates.

Railway ministry and Maharashtra were asked to take steps to supply water to Latur at the earliest.
Railways has been requested to waive charges for transport.

BUNDELKHAND WORST-AFFECTED

States present status report till April 11

Maharashtra Telangana Madhya

28 out of 36 6 districts bordering Pradesh
districts Karnataka and 78% tehsils
(28,688 villages) | Maharashtra are hit by
drought affected | drought affected drought

UP | Bundelkhand worst-affected

Chhattisgarh Gujarat Rajasthan

117 tehsils out 623 villages 61 years out of 67
of 150 facing facing semi- since independence
severe drought  scarcity of water have faced drought
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Title : Canal charisma: Bumper crop in dry Jaisalmer
Author : Vimal Bhatia

Location :

Jaisalmer
Article Date : 04/24/2016

At a time when several parts of the country are facing drought, the dry and arid region of Jaisalmer
has doubled its annual crop production.

Jaisalmer's crops this year are worth Rs 300 crore, up from Rs 150 crore last year. All thanks to a
continuous flow of water through the Indira Gandhi Canal, said agriculture officer Ranjeet Singh
Sarva.

The canal is one of the largest starting from Punjab and terminating in the Thar Desert in Rajasthan.
Areas that benefited the most include Mohangarh and Ramgarh, where damages due to extreme
weather and hail storms were also minimum.The government will also get a revenue of Rs 2 crore in
taxes. Chana's worth this year is Rs 150-200 crore.

Other crops include mustard, isabgol and jeera. Crops worth Rs 200 crore will be sold in mandis and
the rest will go to markets.

Crops have started arriv ing in mandis and farmers are happy . Mohangarh mandi has the maximum
buzz.Mandi secretary Rajnish Singh said the mandis will generate a record revenue this year.

Farmers with their harvest at Mohangarh mandi in Jaisalmer
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Title : Wells run dry in Cauvery's birthplace
Author :

Location :

Madikeri

Article Date : 04/24/2016

The irony can't be harsher. Talakaveri, the birthplace of the Cauvery river, has no drinking water left.

The open well in the village has dried up, causing hardship to pilgrims and residents alike. If the
situation continues, residents say , priests at the temple will be forced to fetch water from the holy
pond something done only during Teerthodbhava, an annual occurrence in which the goddess
Cauvery is believed to emerge from a tiny pond in the form of a holy spring.

Kodagu district, known for its cool weather, has this year recorded a high of 30 degrees.

Efforts by the Kodagu zilla panchayat to bring water from the Kanike, a tributary of the Cauvery , has
not yielded results due to “improper supervision®.
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50 U.P. districts in the grip of drought

e Omar Rashid

The Hindu
Villagers filling drinking water from a water tank at Kapsa village in Bundelkhand. Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

Seven districts of Bundelkhand — Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Lalitpur, Jhansi and Banda — are the worst affected.

Only two dozen students turned up at the upper-primary school in Kahla village on Saturday. Apart from the scorching April heat, the
students had a valid reason for staying away: the only hand pump in the school has been non-operative for four months. This has not only
deprived them of drinking water but also rendered the school toilet non-functional. While girls have been discouraged from attending school,
boys who turn up are told to use the open space to defecate.

To run the school, which has 130 students, teachers are forced to fetch water from a nearby hand pump. Even that has an erratic supply;
dozens of hand pumps in the region have entirely collapsed or are dysfunctional. Attempts to re-bore them have also failed, as the ground
water level is critically low.

In Kahla, only a fifth of the hand pumps are operational. “The students are de-motivated as their homes are two kilometres away and they
have to walk back in the heat. We had to ask them to get water from home. We are also struggling to prepare the midday meals — the cook has
to fetch water from a tubewell 500 metres away,” said assistant teacher V.D. Tripathi. “In spite of several applications, not a single official has
visited us to repair the pump,” he said.

Parched countryside

Fifty districts in Uttar Pradesh are reeling under severe drought and swathes of parched land lie unused as the water crisis has devastated the
rural economy. Securing potable water has become an ordeal with the worst of summer yet to come.

Seven districts of Bundelkhand — Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Lalitpur, Jhansi and Banda — are the worst affected. Kahla is
located in the Hateti Purva gram panchayat of Banda, on the edge of the Ken, one of the major rivers in the region and a tributary of the
Yamuna. A walk through the village takes one past dozens of dried up hand pumps — even those that are operational can produce not more
than a few buckets of water.

It is noon and there is still a steady rush of women, with pots on their head and children by their side, moving towards the Ken. Alongside are
many villagers who have brought their buffaloes for bathing. The river is fast drying up. But for a large section of villagers, it is still the only
source of water. The same stream is used to bathe, collect drinking water and wash animals. The State government’s tankers are yet to touch
Kahla.

“What option do we have? The Ken is our only lifeline — all other sources of water have failed,” said Ramsakhi Nishad, who walked 1.5
kilometres with her young grandchildren to bathe and collect drinking water at the river. All the hand pumps in her dera (locality) have failed
and her family now drinks from the river. In solidarity, villagers in other areas have allowed people to use their hand pumps but that has not
been enough to meet the needs.

“I run to the river in this sweltering heat each time we run out of water. We cannot arrange even a lota (glass) of water for guests,” Ramsakhi
said.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/50-up-districts-in-the-grip-of-drought/article8514296.ece?css=print 12
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Water fights ahead

Banda District Magistrate Yogesh Kumar says 35 per cent of the 33,000 hand pumps in Banda have been rendered non-functional. The
drinking water problem is made worse by the high salinity levels in the region. Since the Ken is drying fast and is expected to become shallow
in May, villagers fear the worst, and in recent weeks many water fights have been reported.

“I have never seen the Ken so dry. Its flow will completely break next month. People may not die of thirst but it will surely become a struggle,”
said pradhan Om Prakash Nishad, whose community’s traditional methods of growing cantaloupes and watermelon on river beds in summer
has somewhat mitigated the loss of a major crop.

As hundreds of ponds, canals and local reservoirs have dried up across Bundelkhand, stray cattle, or “anna janwars,” are dying of thirst.
Though no human deaths have been reported of starvation or thirst, Chitrakoot Divisional Commissioner Venkateshwarlu said the situation is
grave.

The administration is trying to fight it by introducing tankers in villages and repairing hand pumps, he said. Around 1,950 hand pumps had
been re-bored in the Chitrakoot in the past year. Of these, 17 were in Kahla. “We have never needed so many re-bores,” Mr. Nishad said.

The Akhilesh Yadav government has allocated Rs 30 crore for solving the drinking water crisis in Bundelkhand. Over 3,200 hand pumps will
be installed in the seven districts, while an additional 440 tankers will cater to areas beyond repair, the government has said.

Man-made crisis

Deficit rainfall — less than 40 per cent — natural scarcity of water and other climatic factors are being cited as the immediate causes of the
water problem. But environment activist Ashish Sagar says the encroachment of hundreds of Chandela-era ponds and the overall degradation
of the forest cover are to be blamed for the sustained crisis. Through an RTI, Mr. Sagar found that in the past decade, 4,020 ponds have
“vanished” in Bundelkhand, primarily due to encroachments by land sharks.

Printable version | Apr 25, 2016 5:30:55 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/50-up-districts-in-the-grip-of-
drought/article8514296.ece
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MERCURY UP, WATER SCARCE

corching fortnight
ills more than 150
eople across India

HT Correspondent
= eftersafindustanimes.com

NEW DELHI: Largeswathes of India
continued to sizzle on Friday

NATION SWEATS

= Titlegarh town in Odisha
recorded season's highest

47°Cand

under an heat wave
that claimed over 150 lives in the
past twoweeksand triggered acute

Ramagundam in Telangana
registered 46.1°C

Ketaki Ghoge

But, wearemak-

= feftersGhindustantimes.com

LATUR: Even as the 11th train
chugged into Latur station early
on Friday bringing in251akh litres
of water in its 50 wagons, it was
clear that thirst of thecity, nowon
the global map for water scarcity,
cannot be quenched with this gift.

So far; the 11 trains, eight with

assistance of 842.7 crore for
Karnataka, Puducherry and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The situation is grim in the
parched regions of Bundelkhand
and Malwa regions of Madhya
Pradesh. Chief minister Shivraj

ten three of fifty wag-
ons, have brought 120lakh litres of
water tothe city That'satleast 100
lakhlitres less than what Latur; a
city of fivelakh, needs daily What
itissurvivingonasof today isjust
abareminimum 35lakhlitresaday,
distributed through public tank-

water scarcity in several states. = Anantapur district in SinghChouhansaidfundshadbeen  ers, as the civic body cannot risk
Titlagarh town in western Andhra scorched at 44°C, releasedtoall districts totransport  using tsleaky pipelinesystem that
Odisha recorded the season’s while it was 43.4°C in ater Thesitu- half of
highest temperature of 47°C and Kilibesl e 424 Cin e ation is also dire in Maharashta’s  when supplied.
Ramagundam in Telangana reg- temple town of Tirupati. Marathwadaregionthatisfacingits The 35 lakh litres used by the
istered 46.1°C. Nizamabad was the vithhuge  city daily now i
second hottest place in the state ~ likely to prevail mainly over  water trains ferrying waterto the  waterused by just11 breweriesand
with mercury soaring to45.1°C. interior and one or twoplacesat  parched Latur region. distilleries (45 lakhlitres), which is
Anantapur district in Andhra  coastal Odisha at least till April 25. However, Met officials in  near Aurangabad, Marathwada’s
Pradesh sweated it out under44°C,  The weather will mostly bedry”  Maharashtra said heat wave in  most industrialised city. This. a!so
while it was434°C in Kurnooland  said SC Sahu, director of IMD’s ntra npartsof the for thefirst time i1
‘Tirupati. centre. state had subsided. “Neither the h}story of Latur, the city will go
have soared over nor the Bay of Bengal rithout taps for f
statesinthepastfortight. Themete:  the 40°C mark from Rajasthanto  are providing any kind of mois-  civic body first stopped supply mg
orology centre in Hyderabad held  gangeticBengalandfrom Punjabto  ture over the state to control the  water through its pipeline system
out little hope of an earlyreprieve TN Waterlevelsat severalrmwus land heating. Whileeasternparts  in the end of February.
for’man ana, arer il low! of the country are under a heat “We will need a 50-wagon train
betweend0°C  to hurt power rvices. ‘wave, th to Latur daily for the next two
and45°Cuntil April 25. Theheat 5 sald months. Even if one considers
‘The forecast for Odisha, where  over water in cities rangingfrom  Biswajit Mukhopadhyay at the  norms lower than that of inter-
atleast 66 people have dieddueto  Ranchi to Nagpur: Authoritiesare  India Meteorological Department.  national standards of per person
the searing heat, was ominous  rationing (With j/  perday water requi
too. “Heat wave conditions are  and bolstering security personnel Bhubaneswar/Bhopal)  litres, we would need around 250

mg do with 35 lakh litres a day,”
said city’s civic commissioner
Sudhakar Telang.

He said that the civic body was
focussing on 25% of thedrinking
water needs of the city. What was
said between thelines is that the
remaining 75% needed for wash-
ing, cleaning would be met by the
citizens at their cost through pri-
vate tankers, NGOs or good will
of neighbours, if any one stillhad
borewells with water. There is,
however, no guarantee that pri-
‘vate tankers can continue tofind
sources of water around the city.
Andso far, there isno guarantee
of Latur even getting a 50 wagon
train daily.

It’s a miracle that Latur
retains its normaley in such a
situation with its streets holding
traffic and its hotels, restaurants
and shops running. Citizens have
resigned to water rationing,
queueing up for hours to get their
share from the tanks in newly
acquired plastic pots, tanks or
to shell out money to buy water.
But, this may just be the calm
before the storm.

“We thought once this train
starts our woes will be over but
now we feel we are getting even
less water. Water distribution
through tankers has no checks
or balances. It would be much
better to get water pipeline sup-
ply even if it was once amonth,”
said Sandeep Kamble, an auto
rickshaw driver.

Distressed Telugu farmers sell cattle, migrate as labourers

HT Correspondent
W etersahindustantimes.com

Scarcity of fodder has dealt
a blow to the crisis-ridden agri-
culture. Farmers i in the worst-hit

Second

year of drought, the worst
in recent times, has hit hard
Telugu-speaking states of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
triggering migration and dis-
tress sale of cattle by farmers.

With water levels in most
major reservoirs across Krishna
and Godavari rivers reaching
dead storage and ground water
plummeting further, almost entire.
Telangana and parts of Andhra
are reeling with water scarcity.

and
Nalgonda districts of Telangana
and in perennially drought-
prone Anantapur district of
Rayalaseema are selling away
their cattle to slaughterhouses.
'With nofodder and water, small
farmers are unable to maintain
the cattle. The farmers, who have
milch animals for additional
income, arealsoselling themoff at
‘half the price. For instance, cattle
from various villages in Nalgonda
districtare brought to the weekly

Kondamadugu market for sale.
“I couldn’t have seen it dying
of hunger and thirst. So I'sold it
away,” said G Narsaiah, a farmer
from Nalgonda district whosold the
two bullock he had. The animals
are dying because of heat wave.
Families dependenton cattle breed-
ing are being forced to sale them.
There are also reports of
farmers and agriculture lJabour-
ersmigrating to cities abandon-

Vijayawada, Bengaluru and
Mumbai to work as construc-
tion labourers. While migration
is an annual phenomenon, the
numbers have gone up due to
the severity of drought.

National Rural Employment
Guarantee Programme has also
takenahit because of the scorch-
ingsummer and also non-payment
of wage dues to the labourers.

ing their pets. Hundreds of
people from Mahabubnagar,
Nizamabad and other districts
of Telangana have migrated
to cities such as Hyderabad,

for schools a week in advance due
tothe heat wave. The government
’has announced that midday meal
scheme for school children will
continue even during holidays.

Targetting the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) govern-
ment for failing to tackle the
situation, opposition parties
and NGOs are demanding relief
measures on war footing.

Telangana government
declared 231 mandals (revenue
units comprising a varying
number of villages) of 443 rural
mandals in the state, drought-hit.
In Andhra, 359 mandals of 670
have been declared drought-hit.
The water levels in 14 major res-
ervoirs have fallen alarmingly. In
Telangana, water level has plum-
meted further:

= The endless wait for water continues in drought-hit Maharashlra 's Latur district.

Water trains quench a fraction of Latur’s thirst

SATISH BATE / HT PHOTO

Contrary to state claim, farmer
deaths spike; Marathwada on top

Surendra P Gangan

& surendra gangan@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Farmer suicides in
drought-hit Marathwada
region have seen a sharp rise
in the first three months of the
year, with fatalities surpass-
ing those in the neighbouring
Vidarbha district. Contrary to
the state government’s claims,
there has also been no sign
of farmer suicides reducing
across the state.

According to figures from the
relief and rehabilitation depart-
ment, 273 farmer suicides were
reported from Marathwada in
the first three months of 2016,
59 more deaths compared to
last year. Vidarbha, on the
other hand, has reported 264
suicides from January to March
as against 333 during the same
period last year.

In Maharashtra, 657 farmers
killed themselves from January
to March this year while dur-
ing the same period in 2015, 645
farmers had committed suicide.
The total number of farmer

fatalities last year was 3,228.

FARMER SUICIDES

MARATHWADA  * Jan-Mar figures

/ACROSS MAHARASHTRA
2013 2015

1,296 | 3,228

2014 2016 (JAN-MAR)

1,981

According to experts and
officials involved in drought-
relief operations, farmers in
Marathwada are suffering
owing to deficient monsoon
three years in a row.

The state government, how-
ever, claims the number of sui-
cides in the past three months
has reduced. Revenue minister
Eknath Khadse had informed
the legislative Assembly dur-
ing the budget session that

various surveys had proved
that the suicide rate in dis-
tricts such as Yeotmal and
(Osmanabad had reduced. Last
week, chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis too had said the
reduced rate of suicides was
the result of efficiency shown
by government staff.

Vijay Jawambhia, agricul-
ture expert, said, “Whatever
the government claim is, the
fact remains that the situation
of farmers has worsened. With
rising debt, farmers are worried
about how they will raise money
for next year’s seeds, even if it
rains better this year.”

A senior official from the
relief and rehabilitation
department admitted that the
government would have to pay
more attention to the issue,
especially in Marathwada.
“We have launched two pilot
projects in two Vidarbha dis-
tricts to reduce the suicides
and we have got positive out-
come. We will now have to
concentrate on Beed, Latur and
Osmanabad - the three worst-
hit districts,” he said.

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Migration turns into exodus in Raichur

e Kumar Buradikatti

The distress year is seeing farmers with even 2 to 4 hectares of land migrating in large groups

A
|

f IS~ . - f =
Distress year:While migration from the rural areas of Yadgir is an annual occurrence in summer, drought has intensified the phenomenon
this year.— Photo: Special Arrangement

“We left our villages soon after Deepavali and returned for Ugadi. Sugarcane harvesting was completed early this year as the yield was very
poor because of drought. After spending a fortnight here, we will leave for Pune to work as construction labourers till Dasara,” says Lala Naik
at Pujari Tanda in Lingsugur taluk.

Similar stories of migration could be heard from people in Lambani tandas across the taluk when The Hindu visited them. They had returned
for a break after working in the sugarcane growing areas of Vijayapura, Bagalkot and Jamkhandi and were getting set to leave again.

Migration from rural areas of Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal and other parts of Hyderabad Karnataka is an annual phenomenon in summer months.
However, this year’s drought, one of the worst in the past 10 years, has intensified this phenomenon.

In Raichur district, where vast tracts of lands are irrigated by the Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal and the Narayanapura Right Bank Canal,
migration has been widespread only in rain-fed areas. This year, however, the irrigated belt too witnessed heavy migration as people did not
get sufficient water even for their monsoon crops.

The government did not release water for the second crop as it wanted to utilise the limited water available in the reservoirs for drinking
purposes.

Exodus is rampant in Lingsugur, Manvi and Deodurg taluks of Raichur district, Kushtagi and Yalaburga taluks of Koppal district, and Surpur
and Shahpur taluks of Yadgir district.
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¥No water in
;gKe]rl S vzllage

Sukhbir.Siwach
@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: For the past

11 days, residents of Siwani
i townand some 20 surround-

ingvillages in Bhiwani have

been sitting in protest at the

sub-divisional magistrate’s
demandingfor drinking wa-
ter. This ‘dharna’ would
have gone unnoticed as wa-
ter crisis is common in vil-
lages of Haryana bordering
Rajathan. But this is not an
ordinary town . Siwani is

thehometown of Delhichief
: minister and AAP national

convener Arvind Kejriwal.
Residents say that in
some villages they are

forced to pay Rs 1,000 for a
: tanker carrying 5,000 litres
! of water High temper-

atures and scanty rain have
damaged chana crops in
about 40,000 acres, leaving

villagers in a desperate sit-

uation. The town itself gets
saline water from a tube-
well every alternateday.
“We have written letters
to local authorities and the
CM, but we never thought of
writing to Kejriwal,” says

¢ farmer leader in Siwani

Dayanand Poonia. “Why
would he listen to us?
A resident of village

: Devsar, Jangbir Dhanda,

said that they ccllect mon-
ey from neighbours to ar-
range drinking water.

Women waiting for their turn to
get water from a kund at
Chilawali village in Bhiwani

125 Maha villages
go for water project

ver 125 villages from

threetehsils have been
selected by a not-for-profit
foundationto make a splash
of difference in water-starved
Maharashtra. Actor Aamir
Khan’s Paani Foundation has
organised a competition
where 39 villages from
Koregaon tehsil, and other
villages will undertake water
conservation measures with
the help of available
resources and schemes. T

“Whenever a tanker reac-
hes the village, a fight
breaks out between people
wantingto getaccesstothe
water. They wait for long
hoursjusttogetadrop.”

“I havesix acres of land
but haven’t seen a decent
crop in a decade. Every
year, thereisadrought-like
situation,” he said.
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It is now Congress’ turn to visit drought-hit \

Other parties are already on the move

even as officials are weary of VIP visits

STAFF REPORTER

MUMBAI: The drought in Maha-
rashtra has led to a flurry of
visits by political leaders to
Marathwada. Senior Con-
gress leaders are the latest ad-
dition to the list of those visit-
ing the region.

Maharashtra Pradesh Con-
gress -Committee (MPCC)
chief Ashok Chayan on Friday
announced that all senior
leaders of the party would
travel to the drought-hit dis-
tricts to take stock of the relier
work being provided by the
Bharatiya Janata Party-lefl
State government.

Mr. Chavan said the party
leaders were already under-
taking “review trips” across
the State, but from May 5to 7,
they would go on an “orga-
nised” trip that would include
interaction with people, party
activists and government offi-
cers. “The State government
has announced several mea-
sures to fight the drought in
Marathwada but we need to
see what is happening on the
ground,” he said.

While the Congress has
planned its tour in the first
week of May, leaders of other
parties have already started

visiting the areas or have seht
their depaties to the droug]t-
hit regjons.

Shiv Sena chief Uddlav
Thackeray went on a touf of
Marathwada last week wiere
he also attended mass
ding ceremonies organis
his party workers.

Maharashtra Navanimman
Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thack-
eray is already touring several
districts and reviewing relief
work carried out by his party
and the government.

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) MP Supriya Sule too
visited drought-affected Beed
district along with her party
legislators to take stock of the
situation.

‘Serves no purpose’

A senior officer, who is as-
sociated with the relief and
rehabilitation work, told The
Hindu that visits by Ministers
and MLAs did not serve any
purpose.

“They come, they see and
give statements. The entire
government machinery trav-
els around them. They must
supervise what is going on,

but constant VIP visits hardly =

help to speed up relief work,”
he said.

PERPES

e ener People of Mhaismal village in Nashik, Maharashtra, walk at least 2 km to get drinking water from a well that is
almost drying up. - PHOTO: AJAJ SHAIKH ’
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Prohibitory orders in
- Ahmednagar district

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

PUNE: With each passing
day exacerbating
Maharashtra’s water
situation, the
Ahmednagar district
administration has
decided to clamp Section
144 of the Criminal ‘
Procedure Code (CrPC)
around the Kukadi canal
project. The Section
prohibits the assembly of
more than five persons
around a water body. Both
Pune and Ahmednagar
draw water from the
Kukadi canal project.

Rising complaints of
_ water being diverted for
irrigation have compelled
the authorities to take the
extreme measure.

“With the steadily
depleting groundwater
table and reserve stocks in
the district’s dams barely
50 per cent, we are
releasing water only for
drinking. The Section has
been imposed up to May 5
— till the process of

releasing water is
completed,” said
Ahmednagar District
Collector Anil Kawade,
adding that 2.3 tmcft
water would be released.
With this, the district
becomes the third after
Latur and Parbhani
districts to impose the
punitive Section to
preclude a possible law
and order situation.
With amonth to go
before the pre-monsoon
showers, nearly 700
tankers are presently in
operation, and the -
numbers are expected to
further rise, said
authorities. Meanwhile,

.the storage levels in

Pune’s four major dams,
supplying potable water
to the city, have

plummetéd to a perilous

5.7 tmcft, barely 19 per

cent of the total.

The rapid depletion of
groundwater levels has
given rise to fears of an
outbreak of
communicable diseases.
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ostival: NGT

reserves order on fine

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal on Friday reserved
its order on whether or not the
Art of Living Foundation can
pay X4.75 crore environmental
compensation through bank
guarantees.

Lawyers representing the Art
of Living Foundation on Friday
said it could give the “remaining
environment compensation” of
X4.75 crore to the National Green
Tribunal only in the form of
bank guarantees.

On March 9, the National
Green Tribunal ordered an
greenfine of X5 crore. The rest of
the amount, it had said, would be
decided after an NGT-appointed
committee assessed the damage
to the floodplain.

But on March 11, the Art of
Living Foundation sought four
weeks to deposit the amount.
The NGT then allowed the foun-
dation to deposit 325 lakh on that
day and granted three weeks to
pay the balance. But on that
day, it filed an application, ask-
ing the NGT to modify its order

to allow payment through bank
guarantees.

The foundation, on Friday,
said it had no problem in paying .
the money. “We have only asked
for a change in the modalities
of payment. We will pay if at all
any damage has been done to the
floodplains. However, whatever
damage is being claimed, is on the
basis of a hypothesis, and nohard
evidence. Just by visual observa-
tions, how can you say that 60 hec-
tares have been damaged? This is
astepmotherly treatment towards
us,” counsel for Art of Living,
Saraswati Akshama Nath, said.

Experts appointed by the
green court, just before the
event, had said that substan-
tial damage was done. “The
floodplain has been completely
destroyed; the natural vegeta-
tion éonsisting of reeds and trees
has been completely removed,”
an NGT appointed panel had
said in its report. It had also
said it was too late to scrap the
event, and had suggested a fine
of X120 crore. HTC
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In Bundelkhand, this is the cruellest April they have seen

MILIND GHATWAI
CHHATARPUR, TIKAMGARH,
PANNA, APRIL 22 ‘

SUMMERS ARE normally tough
for the more than 700 residents
of remote Majhora village in
Chhatarpur district, in Madhya
Pradesh’s Bundelkhand region.
But few remember a summer
like this.

All the four handpumps in
Majhora and its solitary well
dried up more than amonth ago.
A rectangular water structure,
‘ziriya’, located ina small depres-
sion, is now Majhora's only

‘WATERLESS IN
MADHYA PRADESH

source of drinking water. The
200-o0dd families spend their
days, and nights, waiting nextto
it, for water to percolate down
and accurnulate.

InTikamgarh district, border-
ing Uttar Pradesh, photographs

went viral earlier this year of
armed guards patrolling a stop-
dam on the Jamni river to pre-
vent farmers from “stealing wa-
ter” for their Rabi crops using
illegal pumps. The administra-
tion later seized the pumps
briefly, for the river is the main
source of potable water for
Tikamgarh town, that is now
getting water every fourth day.

“The elders say they have not
seen such a situation in
decades,” says 24-year-old
Shailendra Chadhar, aresident of
Charpuva village near Madia
ghat, another stop-dam on the
Jamni river.

Asharani Yadav at the ziriya
in Majhora. Milind Ghatwai

In Panna, from school-going
children to pensioners, many
have willingly deposited money
in a special SBI account opened
by the local municipal body. The
Rs 23 lakh collected so far is be-
ingused for the deepening of the
Dharam Sagar lake. Another Rs 85
lakh has come from elected rep-
resentatives. The 261-year-old
lake is spread over 75 acres, and
as many as 75 dumpers, five ex-
cavators and 50 tractors, most of
them given by locals, are engaged
in deepening the lake and carry-
ing away the excavated earth.

Farsu, 50, of Khajuri village in
Panna district, talks about the

'E 7'3 __@’ New Delhi

continuous mlgratlon of people
out of the arid region. For the
past few years, locals say, opera-
tors have started direct services
to Delhi and other towns, and
the buses are usually full.

“There are no businesses and
even stone mining has stopped.
1 have been unemployed for six
months. More than 40 people
from my village have left,” says
Farsu.

A few kilometres outside of
Rajapur village in the district,
there is a heap of animal bones.
Animals are suffering not just
due to lack of water but also un-
availability of fodder due to crop

5

failures and forest fires. “More
than 150 animals have died inthe
past few weeks,” says Rajendra
Singh Yadav of the village.

BJP MLA from Bada Malbara
Rekha Yadav talks of owners
leaving cattle to fend for them-
selves in several parts of
Bundelkhand.

Asharani Yadav of Majhora
has spent nearly an hour by the
village ziriya today to scoop out
enough water for her family.
“Not all can fill water at the same
time so many try their luck at
night, using torches,” says the

- 45-year-old as she adjusts

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Bundelkhand

two pots on her head and one on either
side of her slim frame to carry home,

At 70, Rambai dreads the steep climb
back up from the ziriya, and so nearly begs
others to let her fill as much as she can, so
that she doesn't have to make multiple trips.

She and the others talk about small
snakes slithering up the ropes from the
water structure at night when pails are
lowered at that time. '

What if this source too dries up? “It will
be Jai Ram i Ki (It will all be over),” Rambai
says.

While Meghraj Singh, 40, is among those
who come to fill water only at night, when
he is free from his farm, his yield has been
falling. His three-acre plot produced only 4.5
quintal wheat this time, nearly one-fourth
of the normal harvest, due to lack of rains.

For their other water needs, Majhora
villagers go to another source, located in
an even deeper depression.

In Tikamgarh, the sight of armed
guards around the stop-dam on the Jamni
river was common till the beginning of
April, when farmers harvested their crop.
The presence of the guards, not all of them
with arms licences, had become a point of
contention between the administration of
Lalitpur district of Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh’s Tikamgarh district.

“We had no option but to deploy the
guards because farmers were followed by
unscrupulous elements using electric
shocks to kill fish and other marine ani-
mals, and trying to open the sluice gates

~h -~ Y

illegally to get water,” says former chair-
man of Tikamgarh Municipal Parishad
Rakesh Giri, whose wife Laxmi occupies
the post now.

Bharose, 75, of Banpur village, claims
MP officials cracked down on those like
him living in the UP side of Bundelkhand.
“They took away my motor and when I got
it back, it was nolonger working,” he says.
Denying the charge of water theft, he says
UP farmers have as much right to draw
from Jamni river as the ones from MP.

The Tikamgarh municipal body is now
deepening the Usha Kund in the Jamni
river and pumping the water through a
pipeline to Bari Ghat, where the armed
guards were first deployed.

Assistant engineer of Panna municipal
body Lakhan Lal Tiwari acknowledges the
public effort to deepen the Dharam Sagar
lake. Accounting for nearly 30 per centof the
town's supply, the lake is the cdleanest source
because neither efflyents nor sewage are
emptied intoit, unlike other sources.

“It's not easy to monitor such massive
work (of deepening the lake). People have
taken it upon themselves to supervise and
start clapping when they see laxity (for pub-
licshaming),” Tiwari says. If the rental value
of the equipment supplied by the locals is
added, the public contribution would eas-
ily cross Rs 1 crore, he adds.

So far, deepening has been carried out in
20 acres, while another 25 acres have been
cleaned. The portion of the lake which still
has water will be deepened once it's emp-
tied. :

“Suchaspirithas neverbeenseeninthe
town,” says Rajesh Dixit, a wildlife activist.

Majhora villagers say they have been
complaining to their elected representatives
and district authorities for years, but despite
several official visits and promises, nothing
has changed. ,

Chief Executive Officer of Chhatarpur
district panchayat Chandra Mohan Thakur
admits shortage of drinking water. Seventy
villages had beenidentified where drinking
water could becomne a concem in the com-
ingdays, whilesix out of 15 towns in the dis-
trict are already being supplied water by
tankers, Thakur says.

At the same time, Thakur claims, com-
pared to the part of Bundelkhand in UP, the
region falling in MP is better off. Care was
taken to repair handpumps before the sum-
mer set in, he says. Only 494 of the 8,925
hand pumps in Chhatarpur district were out
of order, adds Additional District Collector S
KSeble.

Since 2009, hundreds of crores have
been spent building and restoring water
bodies under a package, but activists say
more than 50 per cent of these structures
have not survived.

Public Health Engineering Minister
Kusum Mehedle, one of the members of the
ministerial committee formed to imple-
ment the package, recently said a probe was
onagainst some officials.

Congress MLA from Jatara constituency
in Tikamgarh district Dinesh Ahirwar
warns thatina month'’s time, the situation
will worsen. Pointing out that people are
still waiting for their payments under the
MNREGA, he says, “Migration is not un-
common but more people have left this
time than before.”
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Vinod Rajput
» vinodrajput@hindustantimes.com
] )
NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh irriga-
tion department’s plan to change
u the course of the Hindon river,
near Safipur village, for over 800
metres in Noida and Greater Noida
a hasgotenvironmentalists worried.
The course of theriver is being
changed to make way for a dedicat-
g cedrailwayfreightcorridor project.
“The UPirrigation
should have avoided changing the
' natural course of theriver. Noida
and Greater Noida, twoindustrial |+
townsnear Delhi, areturninginto .
concrete jungles due to the prop-
erty boom. Changingtheriver flow
canresult infloods,” said Vikrant
Tongad, an environmentalist.
Officials, however, say the
project is essential to strengthen
infrastructure in the region.
“Hindon makes a loop between
Noida and Greater Noida near
- Safipur village, where a bridge
needs to be built for the freight
corridor project. We are only
straightening the loop. f wedo mainstreamof ariverisviolation Tribumal “We will filea petition in to Rewari in Haryana. The stretch
not do it then we either haveto  of Water (Preventionand Control  NGT Indian Railways should have is part of the 1,400-km rail route
build more bridges or increase  of Pollution) Act 1974. Also itisa builtabridge without shiftingthe  being laid from Greater Noida to
the length of the bridge,”said RS violation of Biological Diversity  river”said Kapil Singh,aresident Mumbai port for the dedicated
Yadav, executive engineer of the  Act 2002 because changing align-  of Safipur village. freight corridor project, funded
UP irrigation department. ment will permanently damage Once the flow of theriveris by Japan. -
Environmentalists said the the biodiversity of theareanear changed, the Indian Railways will “We have obtained the requisite
changingof ariver’sflowcanlead  theriver Mindlessly changing the begin work on the bridge across  permissionsfrom all environmen-
to a Latur-like situation. Latur,a  course of ariver inthenameof  Hindon in June. Therailways has talagencies to begin work. We will
city in Maharashtra, isgrappling  industrial project will lead to water paidI5.5croretothe UP irrigation start work in June. We aim to com-
with a severe water crisis. crisis like Latur” department for the project. The  plete it in the next two yéars,” said
Akash Vashishth, an environ- Resident, meanwhile, arethreat-  railways is laying a 140-km rail  Hari Mohan Gupta, chief¥project
mentalist, said: “Shifting of the  eningtomovethe National Green  track from Greater Noida’s Bodaki manager (CPM), Indian Rajlways.
| R
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No water, no weddings in parched Bundelkhand

Proximity tothe nearest well has become crucial in the selectlon of grooms

OMAR RASHID

HAMIRPUR: A tumbler tucked
under her armpit, Bhuri
trudged along the dusty bro-
ken path to the “Pahadi wali
Ma ka Mandir.” The exhaus-
tion on the 48-year-old Kum-

har woman’s face was appar- -

ent as she approached the hill
in the blazing sun.

But the hill hosts more than
a goddess — the well at its

foot is the only natural supply .-~

of potable water for the vil-
lage of Kapsa. The catch — it
is two km from the village, a
long distance to walk for a
glass of drinking water, espe-
cially in scorching temper-
atures. For Bhuri, that can
mean a journey to the hill
multiple times a day.

“My parents decided my
marriage. Had I known I
would be fated to this, I would
have never got married in this
village,” Bhuri said. “Which
woman would like to spend
the rest of her life fetching
water like this?” she asked.

Bhuri’s regret is borne out
of experience but there is also
an element of anxiety as her
three sons have found it diffi-
cult to find brides.

While caste, class and reli-
gion are routine factors in any
arranged marriage, proximity
to the nearest well in the
groom’s village has become a
crucial element in deciding
nuptials  in  drought-hit
Bundelkhand.

In  Kapsa, successive

The iong walk to the well, the only source of potable water for Kapsa village, deters brides. — PHOTO: RAJEEY BHATT

droughts and a perpetual wa-
ter scarcity have made it diffi-
cult for men to find brides. As
is traditional, the girls of the
village have moved out after
marriage but families from
other villages are not willing
to send their daughters to this
village in Maudaha tehsil of
Hamirpur, fearing they would
be stuck fetching water from
far away for the rest of their
lives.

Critical situation
As 50 districts of Uttar Pra-
desh reel wunder severe

drought, the situaticn in Kap-
sa is critical. The village has
no tube well or canal close by.
Its five ponds have all dried
up, and of the 20 hand pumps,

only seven are functional but
high salinity makes this water
non-potable. The only relief
has come from two water
tankers that supply a limited
quantity of water at intervals.

“Fathers of the girls usually
ask me, ‘When you or your
sons are not in the village,
how will my daughter cope?
Will she do this for the rest of
her life?’ I have no answer to
give,” said Ranvijay Singh,
who is finding it difficult to
get his two younger sons mar-
ried. “On many occasions,
people have visited to see my
boys. My boys are decent-
looking and tall, and the girls’
families liked them. But once
they sense the water situa-
tion, they do not return or call

back,” said Mr. Singh.

After much difficulty, he
got his eldest son Bharat mar-
ried in 2012. Now, Mr. Singh
faces the “gargantuan task” of
getting his two younger sons
married. All three sons work
as security guards in Gujarat.

With 1530 inhabitants, Kap-
sa’s population mainly com-
prises upper caste Thakurs,
Yadavs, Dalits and Pals.

A paltry 51 per cent are lit-
erate and most residents are
depended on agriculture as
farmers or farm labourers. If
its water scarcity has deterred
women from marrying into
the village, over the years,
scores of young men, like Mr.
Singh’s sons, have been
forced to migrate to work in

brick kilns and construction
sites as manual labour. Inter-
region migration is also re-
ported.

The recent drought has
triggered a fresh bout of mi-
gration from the village.

As one walks around the
Dalit corners of the village,
one can see houses that are
locked or with no male mem-
bers — in some cases, entire
families have fled the crisis.
One of the houses belongs to
a Jatav, Brij Lal, who migrated
to New Dethi a month ago to
escape the blight. His neigh-
bour Manni, whose husband
already works in Noida, plans
to follow in the next few days.
Her son, an electrician, faces
a similar quandary as the rest

of bachelors in the village.
“Will we save our lives or ar-

‘range marriages?” Manni
asked.
The  present severe

drought has meant that mar-
riages have been cancelled,
scaled down or postponed
across Bundelkhand. For
Kapsa however, the problem
is a perpetual one, earning it
an infamy it is finding hard to
shed. Pradhan Chandrabhan
Singh is concerned. “Yes,
people think twice before
giving their daughters in
marriage. The truth is that
even the most prosperous
among us have gone to the
well at least once,” he said.

To mitigate the water scar-
city, the Samajwadi Party
government has allocated
funds for tankers and instal-
lation of new hand pumps.
But pradhan Chandrabhan
Singh feels that would not be
enough to solve Kapsa’s long-
term crisis.

“It is for the first time in
two decades that tankers
have entered the village. But
what about the permanent
solution? I have written to the
administration to dig bores at
four sites, for which I am will-
ing to provide land. But they
have not even responded,”
Mr. Singh complained.

When Kapsa’s case was
brought to the attention of
Chitrakoot Divisional Com-
missioner Venkateshwarlu,
he said he would inspect the
condition in the village.

————
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Landslides disrupt life in Arunachal

Guwahati: Landslides caused by heavy
rain in the past few days have disrupted
life in several districts of Arunachal
Pradesh. While the death toll in the two
incidents of landslides in Tawang district
rose to 18 on Saturday, roads remained
blocked in many districts, including
Tawang, Lower Subansiri, Changlang,
Namsai and Tirap districts.

Landslides damaged several houdes in
Yazali and Hapoli in Lower Subansiri dis-
trict. Water supply was hit and BSNLserv-
ices, particularly landlines, were affected.
Meanwhile, clearing of flood-waters in
capital itanagar continued. Large tracts of
paddy cultivation have been inundated in
Lempia, Hong, Yadii and Hija in Lower
Subansiri district, officials said. ENS

—

Floods, landslides hit Assan

SAMUDRA GUPTAKASHYAP
GUWAHAT!, APRIL 24

OVER 42,000 people have been di-
rectly affected by pre-monsoon floods
that has damaged standing crop in
about 1,000 hectares in four districts
of Assam in the past few days, officials
said on Sunday. Landslides caused by
torrential rainfall have also affected the
hill section railway between Lurnding
and Silchar.

Army, NDRF and SDRF teams have
been pressed into service for rescue of
flood-affected people in the worst-hit
Charaideo sub-division of Sivasagar

district where the Burhidihing and
Disang rivers were flowing over the
danger mark for the third day on
Sunday.

A portion of NH-53 at Panchgram
in Hailakandi district suffered major
damage due to landslides.

Meanwhile, landslides triggered off
by torrential rain occurred at several
places in Dima Hasao hill district, dis-
rupting railway traffic on the newly
laid broad-gauge track between
Lumding and Silchar.

The engine of 15602 Poorvottar
Samprak Kranti Express was derailed
between Ditokcherra and Bandarkhal
stations Saturday night, causing a de-

lay of about 12 hours.

Northeast Frontier Railway CPRO
Pj Sharma said fresh landslides at four
places due to heavy rain on Saturday
night prompted the authorities tocan-
cel the Silchar-Guwahati Fast
Passenger on Sunday. Four other trains
have been partially cancelled.

Assam Chief Secretary V K
Pipersenia on Sunday held a review
meeting of the flood situation and
asked authorities in the flood-prone
districts to remain on high alert.

He also asked the NDRF and Army
to remain on alertin view of the heavy
rains that have caused floods in differ-
ent districts.
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‘The Nepal quake

taught us nothing

A year after the massive temblor, there’s still not
much talk on how to make our buildings safer

oday is the first anniver- ourtake

sary of the earthquake in e s
N%Z Nepal that killed 9,000 people. The temblor was
Q( felt across many parts of India, killing 102 people
and damaging about 13,000 houses, servingusa
chilling reminder that natural calamities don’t
honour political boundaries. This means that nations must
continuously improve channels of information-sharing to
try and limit damage, and work closely to improve the post-
event recovery and rehabilitation of victims. The quake
also underlined once again that India must take express
measures to minimise the number of quake-related deaths
and injuries in the event of a big Himalayan earthquake that
scientists say is long overdue. As many as 392 earthquakes
of magnitude greater than 3.0 were located in and around
India in 2015, according to a statement given by the Centre on
December 2 in Parliament. In March, the government added
81 new cities and towns to a list of urban areas vulnerable
to earthquakes of “very severe intensity”.

While earthquakes are always blamed for human deaths
and injuries, the real culprits are the poorly constructed build-
ings that collapse and kill people. A survey by the National
Disaster Management Authority found that in the past 25
years, more than 25,000 human fatalities were caused by the
collapse of buildings during earthquakes. During the 2001
Bhuj earthquake, reinforced concrete buildings collapsed dur-
ing a temblor of 6-magnitude, when a well-designed reinforced
concrete building is expected to withstand an intensity up to
7.5. Today, India has a satisfactory range of seismic specifi-
cations covering a variety of structures, ranging from mud
or low-strength masonry houses to modern buildings. But
small and medium developers don’t adhere to them because
they want to cut costs.

Moreover, while new building codes cover the new
buildings, there is also an urgent a need to retrofit exist-
ing buildings to make them safer. A related problem is the
availability of engineers qualifiged to handle earthquake-
resistant constructions. This is because such construction is
not taught at the undergraduate level in engineering courses
but only in the postgraduate syllabus. In the last one year,
there have been some efforts to train communities on how
to tackle earthquakes, but the discussion on safer buildings
now needs a real impetus,
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GETTING HO’I'I'ER

Heat wave condmons

| mompacEoNe
| Heat wave COIldlthIlS
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to per31st till . pril 27
a0

exceeds 47 -
degreesin =
Odisha s’T |tlagarh

CHENNA: Several parts of Indiav
reeled under severe heat wave"
conditions on Saturday, with
the maximum temperature
exceeding 47 degrees Celsius
at Titlagarh in Odisha and
above 45 degrees in several
other parts of the country.

No respite is in sight till

" April 27, as India Meteorolog-

ical Department issued severe
heat wave or heat wave warn-

ings for parts of Odisha, Jhark-

hand, Telangana and Rayala-
seema in Andhra Pradesh. -
Vidarbha in Maharashtra,

| Bihar and the Gangetic West'

Bengal 'also recorded above
normal temperatures

Even minimum temper-
atures were above normal by
31to 5 degrees Celsius at

-many places in east Madhya
: Pradesh and Rayalaseema, at

o )]

AWA"ING RELIEF: Aduck farmerona drled -up pond at. Kanukode, )
near Palakkad. Palakkad district is facing a severe crisis, with
- water sources-depleting fast. — PHOTO: K. K. MUSTAFAH

a few places in Telangana,
coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu and at iisolated

desh and the Gangetlc West

a Bengal

" However, at a few places in
Odlsha, Telangana, Bihar and
Jharkhand, the minimum tem-
perature was above normal by
only 1.6 to 3 degrees Celsius.
The maximum temperature
in Hyderabad was the hlghest
in a decade on two. days in
Aprll

places in west Madhya Pra-

' As per the IMD warning,
heat wave conditions are ve-

- ry likely to continue at a few

. 26, with only heat wave con--
ey | ditions very- likely at a few . ¢
%' places on April 27, ’

sius in the plains. If the nor-'
mal maximum temperature of

aplace is less than or equalto|
40 degrees Celsius, an in-
crease by 5-6 degrees Celsius
is needed for heat wave to be
declared. If the temperature
goes up -7 degrees Celsius
above normal, it is considered
a severe heat wave.
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places in Jharkhand foy the
next four days, while heat
wave conditions are very
likely at a few places in Te-

langana and Rayalaséema -

during the next three days.

In Odishd, severe heat

wave condifions are very
likely to continue till April

Heat wave across several

places has already clalmed‘

over 160 lives. Heat wave
during the third and fourth

week of May last year -

b ” d r2200deth
IMD declares a heat wave:” claimed ove aths in

when the maximum temper-'
ature exceeds 40 degrees Cel-'

the country. -

Last year, the average dal-
ly maximum temperatures
were high in northwest In-

e -

¢ .

Il fo persist till April 2 \ 0/

Heat wave
conditions very
likely in Telangana
and Rayalaseema
in next three days

dia, central Indla and along
the southeast coast' during
the period of the heat wave.

This year, heat wave condi-
tions have-béen persisting
over east India while north-
west India has been largely
spared. According to Sky-
met, northwest .India may
come under the “grip of in-

“tense heat wave conditions

by April 27”
Due to cycloni¢ circula-
tion over east Assam and
Meghalaya, northeast India
has been receiving heavy
rainfall for the last fewdays
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Why did I get married here Frustration in a parched town

MANASIPHADKE
MUMBAI, APRIL 23

- AN ENDLESS line of empty cans
-« dots roads at the only two places
where taps have not yet rundry
in Diva, a township on the ou-
tskirts of Mumbai. One is a Shiva
temple near the station. The other
is alocal politician’s office.

The burgeoning township,
just 22 km from the farthest point
of Mumbai, has for years battled
water scarcity due toshoddy pla-
nning, illegal construction and
municipal neglect. But this year’s
urbanwater scarcity amid Maha-
rashtra’s worst-ever drought has
exacerbated the situation, and for
Diva’s homemakers, life has be-
come a constant pursuit of water.

At 2 pm, when the two taps

start squirting water, nearly all
housewives in the township wr-
ap up chores and rush to await
their turn. Water gushes till 10
pm, four days of the week.

It is a daily test. If they had
managed to queue up their cans
the previous night or in the wee
hours of morning, they will bring
home one can of drinking water
by evening. If they were slightly
late, they may have tosit near the
tap till 9 pm, awaiting their turn.

“I got a little late today,” says
43-year-old Anuja Gawde, fan-
ning herself with the loose end of
her saree pallu outside the tem-
ple. “My son was not well. I got
here after 6 am. Now it looks like
it's going to be along wait,and all
thisfor justone can,” Gawde says.
It is 3.30 pm, and Gawde’s can is
120thinqueue.
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‘WATERLESS ON
MuMBAYS QUTSKIRTS

Thirty-eight-year-old Lalita
Suryavanshi, also waiting at the
Shivatemple, says, “The day starts
at 4 am, with a mad rush to line
up our cans at the temple. Then
we set deadlines to complete our
chores, cooking, packing tiffin,
washing, cleaning, all in order to
getbacktothetemple by 2 pmfor
water. From there on, we have no
idea how long it will take. If we
are lucky, we are home withacan
of water by 6 pm-7 pm”

Women spend hours waiting at the water taps. Deepak Joshi

Diva, part of the bustlingMu-
mbai Metropolitan Region, usu-
ally gets 18.5 million litre a day.
Most of the water, however, does
not reach Diva’s households due
to a weak distribution network
and the factthat 90 per cent of the

buildings here are illegal. Water
theft and leakages add to the mix.

The town’s population has
ballooned six times to 4.5 lakhin
under five years, without the
commensurate growth in infra-
structure. Residents, most from

the economically weaker strata,
rely on water tankers, and taps
have remained dry for years.
Some luckier households get sup-
ply, unannounced, for an hour
every three-four days.

The Indian Express reported
last year that Diva's women con-
duct a daily evening ritual of
boarding alocal traintoMumbra,
4 km away, to bring home water
from a tap in the neighbouring
township. “We still go to Mum-
bra, but the situation there is also
bleak. We get water there only
twice aweek now,” says 29-year-
old Asmita Sawant, who shifted
to Diva from Mumbai five years
ago upon getting married. This
Wednesday, like others, Sawant
hurried home early from work in
Thane to get two cans of water fr-
om Mumbra. “I lived in Mumbai

New Delhi

with no water problems. Now, |
think why I agreed to get mar-
ried.” Eighteen-year-old Archana
Gaikwad, who also moved to
Diva from Mumbai after getting
married last year, says she sets
aside Rs 3,000 a month to buy
water from tankers.

An engineer from the Shiv
Sena-BJP-controlled Thane Mun-
icipal Corporation, under which
Diva falls, said, “Last year, we laid
a new six-inch water pipeline
near Nagwadi, one of the worst-
affected areas, and puta concrete
casing on one main water line,
which locals used to puncture to
draw water. We have now ap-
proved two more proposals, one
tolay anew water line from Diva
talao to the station, and another
to replace an old line. But, hon-
estly, the situationisirreparable.”
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Tis said that water is going toﬁé&lch
a precious resource that the next ws

would be for the control of potable,’
clean water. We can survive without oil- -

consummg travels and ihdustrial luxu-
ries, but not without wa’berﬂxatls essential
for one and all.

Trans-boundary waters between coun-
tries and between provinces are already
making news headlines. The most obvi-
ous players who become the spokesper-
sons for this wealth are politicians. They
believe they are the sole legal heirs to this
resource, just as engineers think they are
the only planners who can handle this
complex issue.

Water is a complex system that encom-
passes related issues such as biodiversity,

recharging of aquifers, cultural and reli-

gious ethos and the folklore of a particular
area. In Punjab, the water-rich areas
between two river channels, like Gur-
daspur and its chhambs (wetlands), are
fast turning into intensive agricultural
fields and the dry southern districts are
exhibiting water-logging; all this, thanks

States, irrespective of political leadership, havefalled 1o be the delivering nodes in terms of

providing clean water to the citizens, We rieed to preserve water and sustain it for posterity. P

to the water wisdom of yesteryear. The
recent war of words for the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link Canal is only the beginning of a con-

cern that we are bound to witness in all its
ugliness in times to come. ‘
Is anyone thinking about the water

Whereis the need to politicise water issues?

. AnNisa Dua

birds, fishes and amphibians? What about
the communities that depend upon water
systems for their sustenance and the relat-
ed cultural practices? Unfortunately, few
have time for such concerns. These
become important only when elections are
announced or some policies are to be inter-
preted in a knee-jerk, reactionary manner.

Not that there are none in terms of good
practitioners. But these people are not
making any baawlis (step wells to harvest
rainwater), or pyaaus (water-dispensing
nodes for travellers along highways) in
modern times. They are only talking
about water in the corridors of power, as if
words alone could get us abundance of
water. The likes of Balbir Singh Seechew-
al and Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, who are cru-
saders for the revival of water channels in

the North and South of the country, -

respectively, are the unsung heroes. Even
they could be the victims of the prevalent
myopic and “ever-ready-to-fight” tem-
perament of the intelligentsia. The poor
water shall then have not enough of itself
to shed a tear. References to the SYL, the
Yamuna in Delhi and drought-hit Maha-
rashtra give a chance to many to exercise

their lungs on national channels, but not
many are ready to change themselves.
These times are rife with classic cases of
failed institutions, insensitive mindsets
and the shallow understanding that is not
ready to acknowledge the other and thus
wishes to be all-exclusive rather than
being inclusive in its approach.

People who are at the receiving end are
only wondering what they should do to
make their lives better. With changing
times, for they are surely changing, let us
hope that we all change for the good, save
this precious resource and support those
who understand the larger picture. We
must sustain this resource so that poster-
ity does not accuse us of i irresponsible con-
duct. Here all stakeholders, artists, histo-
rians,  biologists, soil scientists,
economists and linguists must come for-
ward and weave a fabric that is as colour-
ful as our heritage.

The writer is a Professor in the

Department of Zoology, Guru Nanak
Dev University, Amritsar.

He is engaged in research related to

rivers and wetlands.
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Maha Village,
Porbandar
PM'’s Example

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Expressing con-
cern over the drought in ma-
ny parts of the country, Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday called for water
conservation through amass
movement and appealed to
farmers and villagers to
adopt innovative methods to
conserve scarce resources.
Referring to the forecast
of ‘above normal’ rainfall
this monsoon, Modi said,
“Such good news always
brings happiness and new
energy. Butthisnews brings
new awareness also... While
thenews about good rainfall
brings comfort, italso provi-
des an opportunity and a
challenge. Can we run a mo-
vement from village to villa-
ge to conserve water?”
“Rain water should be

k. |

PM Narendra Modi with a girl
who lost her father in the Patna
bomb blast at Modi's rally in
2013, at a functioniin
Jamshedpur on Sunday

ideas in ‘Mann

#M: Can train ticket
checks be ended?

oying with the idea of putt-

ingan endtoticket check-
ingintrains, PM Narendra Modi
onSunday said he felt that
some day, there should bean
announcement that “today on
a particular railway route,
there will be no ticket chec-
ker”. Modi said this in the con-
text of trusting countrymen
and how it could bring outstan-
ding results. He, however,
hastened to clarify that though
the government could not ma-
ke such arule,an environment
(of trust) could be created. rnn

preserved. The water
of a village should re-
main in the village. If
we make aresolve todo
this, it is possible thro-
ugh a mass campaign.
So, even though we ha-

DRY
fun

Talking about the
drought situation in
various parts of the
country,thePMsaid in
his monthly radio pro-
gramme ‘Mann ki Ba-
at’ that concern was

ve a water crisis now,

we have one-and-a-half mon-
ths to prepare (before the on-
set of the monsoon),” the pri-

me minister added.

natural, particularly
since prolonged drought led
todrop in water level inreser-
voirs. “To fight drought and
water scarcity, the govern-

ght water crisis

ments will do their work. But
I have seen people also make
their own efforts. In several
villages, awareness to value
water has been there. In such
places, there is sensitivity
and a will to do something to
conserve water,” he said.

Hecited how in Gandhiji’s
birthplace Porbandar, tanks
have been built beneath hou-
ses, which are over 200 years
old, to conserve water. Healso
gave examples of Hivre villa-
ge in Maharashtra where far-
mers have changed cropping
pattern and switched over
from cultivating water-guzz-
ling sugarcane and bananato
less water-consuming crops
like fruits and vegetables.
The PM said the village has
also adopted sprinklers, drip
irrigation, water harvesting
and water recharging met-
hods inabigway:

Turning to efforts to cle-
an Ganga, he said, “This
task (of cleaning Ganga)
can never succeed without
people’s participation and
we all have to become an
agent of change in this.”



 Govt plans del

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The Centre is
planning to take the legislati-
veroute on conservation and
distribution of water by gi-
ving precedence to drinking
water supply over allocation
for agricultural and indust-
rial purposes in the country.

Under the plan, the water
resources ministry will co-
me out with a draft National
Water Framework Bill and
circulate it to states as a mo-
del bill for suitable action as
water is a state subject.

“The draft, replacing the
existingdraftlaw of 2013, will
serve as a model for legisla-
tion at the state level,” a se-

A boy takes a break as he remo-
ves dead fish and tries to rescue
live ones from the Vastrapur
Lake, which dried up due to the
heat, in Ahmedabad on Sunday

nior official said.

At present, water is pri-
marily managed by the Wa-

/7

ter (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974, and
the Environment Protection
Act, 1986, which mainly deal
with pollution aspect of wa-
ter resources. These laws do
not oblige states to use water
efficiently through enforce-

FOCUS ON
__CONSERVATION

ment measures. The new
draft law will urge states to
take steps to recharge deple-
ting ground water, especially
infloodplain areas of rivers.
“Model laws were prepa-
red earlier too, But those focu-
sed more on supply-side ma-
nagement like how we should

construct dams, opt for rain-
water harvesting. There was
no emphasis on demand-side
management like storing wa-
ter, ensuring its efficient use
by prioritising its allocation.
This bill will focus on that
part,” water resources secre-
tary Shashi Shekhar told a
newsagency.

TOI had in November re-
ported the Centre’s plan to
come out with such a model.
Shekhar had then told TOI
that discussions were going
on at different levels and it
would be a long drawn pro-
cess. “Since water is a state
subject, there has to bepoliti-
cal consensus before moving
onthispath,” hehad said.

Titlagarh at 48.5°C,
and it’s just April

.J eatwave conditions conti-
nued to sweep across

Odisha on Sunday with the
mercury jumping to 48.5°C at
Titlagarh, making it the hottest
place in the country. It was
also a record for the month of
April in the western Odisha
town of Titlagarh in Bolangir
district as the temperature
surpassed the last highest of
48.1°C recorded on April 30,
1999, said Meteorological Cen-
tre director Sarat Sahu, adding
that 50.1°C recorded in Titla-
garh on June 5, 2003, remains
a record in Odisha. i
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Chethan.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Inthe middleofa
second consecutivedrought, a
desperate Karnataka govern-
ment has approached Indian
Space Research Organisation
(Isro) to find ‘water sources’
thatitcould tap in near future.
Isro has started work on this
“-ont using space technology.
“The state government wa-
nted specific input on probable
water sources. They approa-
» ched us in February, We will be
" usingdatafrom Bhuvansatelli-
te. Ways to decipher our data
will also be shared with the go-

Isro to help K'taka
find water sources

Drought eliminates)
entire farm family

I nacaseof farm distress resul-
ting from severe drought,a
woman killed her two daughters,
aged6and8, by setting themon
fire before committing suicide
after her husband hanged him- ;
selfinHonnahalli village of Karn-,

atakalateonSaturday. nw

I
vernment,” Isro chairman AS,
Kiran Kumar told TOL. Karna,
taka will get details on prospec,
tive sites for drilling and plan,,
ning waterrecharge. i
J




Packaged w:
face bromate deadline

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Acting on the fin-
dings of the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC) that
had last year flagged the pre-
sence of carcinogen (cancer-
causing) ‘bromate’ — a bypro-
duct of disinfection — in pack-
aged drinking water in Mum-
bai, the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) has made it man-
datory for packaged watertobe
tested for this substance and
set April 30 as the deadline for
its countrywide enforcement.
Though BIS had earlier ma-
deitmandatorytotestforother
carcinogens like Polyaromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAHs), Poly
Chlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)
and pesticides, bromate emer-
ged as a threat after WHO and
other international agencies

g pr
atet firms

reported how the presence of
this substancewas hazardous.
A BARC team checked 90
samples of different brands of
bottled water sold in Mumbai
and came out with its report in
January last year Bromate
wasfound tobehigher thanthe
WHO-prescribed standards in
27% of thesamples . :
Reacting to the findings, :

CARCINOGEN SCARE

BIS had brought an amend- :
ment inJuly last year butthere :
was no clarity. However, BIS, :
in response to an RTI applica- :
tion filed by environment acti- :
vist Vikrant Tongad, said the
bureau had issued an amend-
ment to Indian Standard IS
14543:2004,which would be ex-
ecuted by April 30. )




Amid drought C

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 24
With parts of the country fac-
ing drought, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today urged

people to work for water con-

servation as a community and
adapt methods to recharge
water tables in the country.

Sharing  his thoughts
through the monthly “Mann
Ki Baat” on All India Radio,
PM also underscored accent
of his government on quality
education while acknowledg-
ing people’s wisdom in
responding to appeals lead-
ing to one crore citizens vol-
untarily giving up subsidy on
cooking gas..

With harsh sun addlng 'ww
ers of the people, the PM said
a leaf should be taken out
from Hevira village panchay-
at in Ahmednagar district of
Maharashtra where commu-
nity efforts encouraged sow-
ing alternate crops instead of
water intensive sugarcane
while using sprmkler/dnp
irrigation to conserve water.

Similarly, he cited how a
campaign in Gorwa village
panchayat in Dewas district
of MP created 27 farm
ponds leading to 20 per cent
rise in farm output and
increase in water table. He
urged people to take steps
to hold rainwater instead of

it going waste so that it can .

seep into ground and raise
water tables.
Acknowledging that lot of

AS-T-P -

oncems,
seeks Joint eflorts to save water

Modi

il Wants panchayats to be
strengthened for growth

¥ Speaking at a ‘Panchayat
Day’ function at JRD stadi-
um, Jamshedpur, on Sunday,
the Prime Minister said
there was a need to strength-
en gram sabhas to ensure
development of villages

® He said: “Panchayat repre-
sentatives must ensure at
least 70 pc presence of vil-
lagers in gram sabha, if they
are committed to growth

[ = He stressed to focus on

education, health, cleanli-
ness, water harvesting,
and tree plantation in vil-
lages. He advised farmers
to adopt drip or sprinkle
irrigation to save water

— JITENDRA K SHRIVASTAVA

1 PM Narendra Modi with a girl at

the Panchayati Raj Sammelan
| marking Panchayati Raj Day in
Jamshedpur on Sunday. P11

work on expansion of educa-
tional network has been done
tillnow; he said: “Nowwe have
to focus on quality education.
From Saksharata Abhiyan (lit-
€racy campaign) we have to
make good education our pri-
ority. Until now the stress
remained on outlay now we
have to focus on outcome.”
He said for the first time the
government freed 10 public
and private universities from
budgetary support, challeng-
ing them to think what these
institutions would do to be a
top ranked university. “Indi-

-_—

an universities too can and
should compete internation-
ally to become such a univer-
sity,” he said adding at the
same time skill development
was required.

Referring to a number of
youth organisations such as
the NCC, NSS, Scouts and
Guides, Red Cross, Nehru
Yuvak Kendras, he said they
should plan their activities in
a coordinated manner so that
youth power could be har-
nesses to undertake specific
projects such as watei conser-
vation this season or work

against open defecation,
Responding to a suggestion
from a caller Mona Karnwal
from Bijnore, PM Modi also
asked her to leave suggestion
on the NarendraModi App on
what is the best solution to
energies activities of these
youth organizations.
Referring to the success of
one crore pecple voluntarily
giving up subsidy on cooking.
gas, he said 80% of the people X
took the trouble of going to the
distributor and submit in-writ-
ing rather than adopting the*
€asy way of using an app, etc,



It's wéter over studilas for
kids in Bhiwani village

o

Children with their family members at a dried water tank in

Dhani Mahu village of Bhiwani district. PHOTO: INDERVESH DUHAN

SATSINGH 7'2 S/ i f -£ it’s useless as ho water has

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

BHIWANI, APRIL 24

Water worries have worsened
for villages at the tail end of
canals in the district. Vil-
lagers, especially children,
are a harried lot, who spend
most of their time ferrying
water from far and wide.

In Dhani Mahu village of
the district, the only water
tank has gone dry, thus
burdening children with
the responsibility to
arrange water. Pradeep
Kumar, a village resident,
said children spent most of
their time fetching water
than on studies.

“We do not want to engage
them for this work, but we are
helpless, as it is a basic.neces-
sity,” he said. A child has to
make at least 10-12 rounds of
wells and ponds to fetch
water for daily use, he added.

It’s been a month that chil-
dren have been dutifully
bringing water, losing time
for their studies. Bhana Ram,
a resident of the village, said
lakhs were spent on con-
structing the water tank, but

been supplied for nearly a
tnonth. '

“Villagers have to drink
brackish water procured on
foot by women and children
from far-flung areas,” he said,
adding those who can afford,
get water at their doorstep
through water tankers.

Villagers said canal water
remains the only means to
fulfill their water needs, but
since the village is located at
the tail end, they fail to get
their share.

Officials of the Public
Health Department have
been apprised of the situation
by the residents. However,
their replies are equally dry.
We were told by officials that
we would get our share of
water, once its supply was

" restored to the main canal,

said a villager.

Nathu Ram, SDO, Public
Health Department, could
not be contacted on his phone
despite repeated attempts.

For now, as the mercury
soars and water crisis deep-
ens, villagers have been left
to fend for themselves.
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