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ONGC, IMF-
tieup to clean
_ three Ganga
~ tributarie

TiMEs NEws NerwdS

New Delhi: State-run explor-
er ONGC :signed an agree-
ment with-Indian ‘Mountain-
eering ‘Foundation (IMF) on-
Mondayforlaunchingexpedi—
+ -tions to'clean up source of
- -three ‘of .Ganga’s tributaries
[ ~Bhagirathi,Alaknandaand .
Pindari—in Uttarakhand,
According to ONGC direc-
" tor (HR) D.D Misra, the pro-
gramme :is spart: of “ONGC’s
- commitment o the govern-
. = “ment’s.:Swachh Bharat pro-
grammeand aims at ensiring
revitalising the Himalayas
thésymbolp “ourecosystem”. R
The project envisages re-

ey

Dbany has already completed ':
such clean-ip Arives in sever.
allﬁnialéyaniglaciers; o
-~ ~The *;]atest':pi'oject‘, “*Clea-
nathon ‘Himalaya’. will lever- :
age the respective competence :*
of ‘ONGC and IMF'to-clean up
theupper reaches of theHima-
* layas. For Bhagirathi riverjthe
expedition will'cover astretch
of 22 km spannmg Gangotri,
Chirbasa, Bhojbasa, Gaumukh :
and Tapovari Base Camp. For !
nanda, ‘i Will “cover- the
Mana-Laxini Van-Chakrateer-
= . . tha-Neelkanth bage camp, cov- :
‘ B # ering a25km stretch, ThePin- - :
dariexpeditiohwﬂlcoverﬂkm :
§ of ‘the Kharkiya-Khati-Dwai.
Pindari-Base Campstretch,
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states facing floodsk

' Ieﬁers@hlndlmanﬂmes com

KOLKATAI MlDNAPOREI BERHAM- 4

PORE; Continuous heavyrainfall ~
since Sunday inundated large
partsof Wi est Bengal, prompting

thegoveérnmentto soundanalert :

on Monday afternoon as water -
levelmmorethanadozen rlvers
keptrising. - :

Stateand nahonal hlghways
were inundatedand damagedat’

_ severalplaces, cuttingoffanum-
: berofdlstncttownsandvﬂlages

.. The wore€t affected districts -
mcludedBlrbhum ‘West Midnap-
ore, EastMindapore, Murshida-
‘bad, Bankuraand Howrah. The
Met department has predicted
morerainfalltill Wednesday.

LifeinKolkatawasaffectedas
several : 1mportant -roads -,
remained submerged since Sun— -
dayevening. :

Anticipating a crisis, tbe gov-
ernment setupa special control
roomat Nabanna, thestate secre-
tariat. “Allemployees ofthedis- -
-astermanagement andirrigation .
departments and chief medical -
oﬂicershavebeenaskedtoreport .
for duty. Leaves have beencan-
celled,”said irrigation mJ.mster
RajibBanerjee. :

Banerjee said he was in con-
stant touch with officials of
theDamodar Valley Corporation’
(DVC) sothat the government
could get information before

waterwasreleased fromtheres- .

ervoirsatanyof DVC'sriverbar-
rages.

InMurshidabad district, more
manwwnagesmKandlsubdlw- g
sionwerecompletely inimdated
and thousands of people dis-
placed. “The situationisequially
criticalinKhargram, Bharatpur

_and Barwan blocks. In Bharat-
pur, around 200 families are
trappedintheirhomes. We have
started distributing relief inate-
rialandfood,” theminister said.

In West Mindapore district,
the Kanshabati, Shilabati and
Keleghai rivers were flowing at
danger level, officials said on
Monday afternoon.

As a result, vast parts-of -
Ghatal, Chandrakona, Keshpur,
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inBengal asrivers
swell rainfu

GRIM SITUATID!I 1x dlstncts worsﬁnt dxs

; unabated

aster management teams swing into actlon in’
Army and IAF called infor rescue and rehef operations in some places

away n Kherwada area, Udaipur;in Raiasthan on
ded |ocaI|ty in Ahmedabad Gua|arat ", ‘PTI/HTPHOTO

InBlrbhumdlstrmt,vastareas Bt

..of Labhpur-and Sainthia got-
‘. inundated, cutting off highway .
]mksbetweentowns

N ORTH GUJARATHIT

Torrentialrainspoundedpartsof
. morth:Gujarat on Monday, with ...

.. overflowing reservoirsand riv-
ers causing floods in Banas-

kantha and Patan districts, .

prompﬁng'rhegovemmenttoput ’

thestateonhighalert. Army,IAF .

and NDRF teams have been
called in for rescue and relief
operations. About 2,200 people
have been shifted tosafer places
andover4600thers rescued.

ODISHA GEARSUP -
.The Odisha gevernment has

~rushed ODRAF personnel and -

mspatcheddryfoodto twonorth-
erndistrictsinviewof apossmle

. ficod-like situation due torising
water levelin somerivers.

“QOne Odisha Disaster Rapid -

ActionForce(ODRAF)teameach

hasheenrushedtoKeonjhar and

Bhadrak districts, special relief
commissioner (SRC) BP Sethi’
-said. “We are fully prepared to,
~«dealwith aposs1bleﬂood -likesit-

-uation inthe ncrthern reglonof e

. levelof Baitarani, Subarniarekha -
andBudhaba]angnsmgsteadﬂy

thestate,” the SRCsaid. even on Monday and local resi-
Thethreatofaflood-like situa-  dents reported havingto wade
fion looms large withthewater through knee-to waist- deep

wvater

5 1021V[MRAININ J’K:HK'ND

: RAJ SCHOOLS SHUT @wssantrainfor’pastfourdays
Heavyrainfa]l overthe uetodepresswn inBayofBen-
-dayshastriggered afloodlike sit: _galhas mundatedmany clogeed
uationinfour districts ofRajast; - ~pockets ofJamishedpur, Galudih;-
han as authorities sounded an. Koderma andlowlyihgareas. .

: alertand closed schools mmany vvvvvv ‘Fharkhand has received 102
areas : ,,xmmramfa]lmlastfour days;66.".

In Barmer Jalore and SlI‘Ohl
and Pali districts, people said:
‘ManyAareas were maroohedand

mm from: Snnday gvemng 1o
ﬁ«;Monday«evenmg V'Peopleamng

alongriver basinsandareasglose.

. lotsofmakeshiftstructures dam- i’o‘watﬁmesérvoirsare panicky -
. aged due to thunderstorms and fhoﬁhthe govemment said |
. “heavywains.Inthe capxtalJmpur

’Hhere wasnothmg totworry.

smany areas were' sxrbmergeﬂ {W:ﬂmgencymputs)
3
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plan entering phase 2

wiAILL SE NIRMAL YARMUNA The first phase of the project plansto o,
bring down pollution levels in the Najafgarh and Delhi Gate drains. T Plan to revive most polluted river
second phase will tackle Shahdara, Barapullah and other outlets Pa”a\ The Delhi Jal Board has submitted its action plan on phase Il of the Maili se Nirmal Yamuna
% Revitalisation Plan, 2017 to the National Green Tribunal. The plan is targeting Delhi drains.
the action plan within three  The government also plans to M i T ' :
« hireporters@hindustan weeks,” said abench headed by  dredge and desilt the drains,” 22 Yamuna s o °f fver's De"‘i s major Wa“ewater
NGT chairperson Justice Swat-  said asenior official of the DJB. km ftw::m)g; It':)l ) /ult::alth is A zgze '2.5 ZI N?'ll’nl; 'ﬁ‘
NEWDELHE: The second phaseofthe  anter Kumar. The NGT directed the govern- ) ™ Dgelhi ] poll:tri'on roelhy
‘Maili se Nirmal Yarnuna Revital- The NGT was hearing a peti-  ments of Haryana, UP, Uttara- )
isation Project 2017, whichaims  tion filed by environmentalist ~ khandandHimachal Pradeshto
tobringdownpollutionlevelsin ~ ManojMisrawhoarguedthatthe  organiseameetingon August8to B”'ag}am]n‘a)(
theriver in Delhi, isexpectedto  green body should monitor the  discuss howtotackle pollution in © Biodiver
takeotfsoon, the National Green  project. the Yamuna and all its tributar- Park
Tribunal was informed on Mon- TheNGTwasinformedthatat  ies. o wter
day. least 14 sewage treatment plants In its earlier hearing, the |Ring Waznraba -
The Yamunareceivesaround — would be commissionedbyMay  benchhadobserved: “Timeisnot Road - f— ‘“ N
74% of its pollution load in its  2019inphase-I. far when the people of Delhi il ¢ YAMUNA pygag
22-Km stretch between Wazira- These wouldtreataround67%  would be able to walk across the tines . RIVER _ Garden f
badand Okhla. Ofthis,67% ofthe  oftheriver pollutioncomesfrom  banksoftheriver Yamuna with- Ka shm ore I‘-’
pollution emanates from the thetwomajor drains. outbreathing stinkingair. They Gate Rajghat
Najatgarh and Delhi Gatedrains. Theprojectisrunningaheadof  would not have to fear while Laxmi
The rest is from the smaller its schedule, the NGT was enteringtheriver onauspicious Nagar
drains. informedon Monday. occasions or otherwise and the ‘G“;"t'g Akshardham j o .
The first phase of the project Thereare21 major wastewater  river would becomeasite of tour- “ Mayur " The Yamuna is Indla s most polluted river. HT FILE PHOTO
aimstobringdownpollutionlev-  drainsin NCT-Delhioutofwhich  ism forentire Delhi.” DELHI i Kate Vlhar o
els in the Najafgarh drainand ~ 18drainsjoin Yamunariverand Atpresent,aspartof Yamuna Khan J 1Ak Maili se Nirmal Yamuna Revitalisation plan
Delhi Gate drains. The second 3jointhe Agra/Gurgaon canal. Action Plan III, an initiative ( [H A0k Phase 1 deals with Najafaarh Ph 0 Id tack )
phase will tackle the Shahdara, SowrcesintheDelhiJalBoard under the centre’s ‘Namami Ring Roxd Okhla drain and Dfelah? galte draefian ?/;]l:ich theadf::ns \i’:/]Ocluudi:]a(Slhe fét of
Barapullah and other drains. said thatin phase-II, thegovern-  Gange’ programme, therehabili- G‘Ieam B Kafindi contributes 67% of the nollution and Bar 'u” h dra'g dhdara
“"Weappreciatetheeftortsand  ment would crack down on pol-  tationand modernisation of STPs Kailash Kunj ? ) P | apufia ins )
direct thatthe work on phase-1,  lutingindustries. of a total of 814 MLD capacity at " Mad;np\( =14 STPs to be built in Phase I to | * 67% of Yamuna’s pollution to
which has already started, “Asmostofthesmallerdrains ~ Okhla, Kondli and Rithala and jathuia — - Khadar - tackle sewage of Najfgarh and ’ come down after May 2019 once
shouldnotbestopped. Theaction  are located in areas where sew-  the construction of a new 136- /V/ﬁ\\/‘ Delhi Gate drain I the 14 5TPs come up
plan for phase-IT has been sub- age lines are available, these  MLDcapacity sewage treatment " /_,/ = Work on Phase Iis on full swing = Aclion plan on Phase s ready

mitted. We direct the stakehold
crstosubmitthelr responses on

would beconnectedto the STPs to
mZdown poltutionin the vivi

plant at OkhLvare already under
Wi

and submitted to NGE

fworking ahead of schedule)
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 NGT ultimatum on
- Yamuna squatters,

Times News NETWORK -

o

¢ New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal | \
L ANGT on Monday gave the Delhi Develop-
- 1 ment ‘Authority (DDA) three days to file
a : their status report.on Phase-of clearing
a i of encroachiments =nd illegal construc-
i tions in the Yamuna floodplains. The ri-. |
g i bunalalsoaskedt-heDelhigovermnentas
1 ‘towhy thelakeatPurdna Qilawasdrained -
t $ and directed themto submita reporton. -
i thesame.. -t oo e - e
i A bench headed by NGT chairperson .
Justice Swatanter Kumar said that no ex- .
1 fension would be.granted to the DDA and -
A 'thatme.reportshouldbeﬁledin'threedays .

itself, adding thatno csarelessness will be .

tolerated in the project to clean up the Tiver ...
b Yamunawhichis currentlyinPhaseL -
Y Inthe 1ast,hearmg,DDA'had ipformed '
.1 “the green panel that demarcation-of the

Lt

P A
-~

WY

i Yamuna'floodplains..on the ;Delhi-UP
stretch had :been completed and- the-
e report will be filed soon. The greenpanel -
© i nadearlierleviedafineof Rs:5,0000n pol-
% lutersin the ¥amuna-and constituted a -
committee, ~with »representatives Arom
DDA and the Natio al Mission for Clean - |
Ganga, which wereso submit reports to .
NGT atregularintervals. - =i
. Thenexthearing iglisted forAugust9. -

f‘f"' .
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Over 15000 people relocated in Gujarat

State continues to be on
s L E e
= MAHESH LANGA

AHMEDABAD

After Saurashtra, its now the
turn of the North Gujarat re-
gion to bear the brunt of in-
cessant rainfall. Heavy flood-
ing in -several areas has
forced the State authorities
to shift people out of low ly-
ing areas. Several hundred
stranded people have been
rescued.

-On Monday, the authorit-
ies relocated more than
15000 people in North Gu-
jarat districts, mostly in
Banaskantha, to safer areas.
The NDRF, Air Force, BSF
and the Army were joined by
other agencies in the rescue

Grim situation: A submerged bridge in north Gujarat on
Monday. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT ’

Covering L., YIS

of more than 500 stranded
people.

The State continues to be
on high alert as the meteoro-
logical department has fore-
cast more rains. Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
conducted two aerial sur-
veys and held meetings with
officials. He also briefed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the situation.

Relief work hit

Meanwhile, the continuing
rainfall affected the rescue
work of the Indian Air Force.
Many of its choppers could
not take off and those that
did were forced to return to

high alert as the meteorological department has forecast more rains \>\ )

the base. A Defence aircraft
loaded with relief material
and food packets had to re-
turn due to heavy rains in
Banaskantha district. “The
district administration has
sounded a high alert and ad-
vised people not to venture
out. Schools and colleges
have been asked to remain
closed on Tuesday.

The national highway
passing through the district
was closed. So too were over
a dozen State highways.

The death toll this mon-
soon has touched 72. Around
1,000 animals have also died
in floods and other rain-re-
lated incidents.
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/ Monsoon weakens across Karnataka

Rainfall in south interior parts cruc1al to the Cauvery Basin, remains deficien

S

AR

The Times of india (A)

STAFF REPORTER ' 19% was considered normal,
BENGALURU 2% T : which meant the State over-
There is goodand¥ad news - all had a normal monsoon.

on the Karnataka-monsoon -
‘front. Going by the rainfall -

statistics so far, two parts of

Karnataka -have :received -
‘“normal rainfall” —north in-~ |
! terior Karnataka and coastal -

Karnataka. But rainfall in
south interior Karnataka,
crucial to the Cauvery Basin,
remains “deficient.”

On July 19, the monsoon -
covered the'entire State for -

the first time since the sea-
son began. ‘However, it ‘is
said to have - weakened
across the State now. “The
essential systems required

.for the monsoon to Progress .,
-is absent. It rains when there

is an off-shore trough that
. travels across thé Western

\

3
Covering L., YIS
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Ghats, .covering . ‘Maha-
rashtra,: “Karnataka and Ker-
ala, whlch is absent now,”

,said S.M. ;Metri,  Director,
“IMD Karnataka.‘The ‘weak
rainfall in coastal Karnataka

‘had also affected the:pro-

-

.alling short: Karnataka has received a total of 344 mm sofar, )
- whichis 16%10wer than normal. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT :

spect of rainfall in south in-
tenor Karnataka, he added.
Karnataka has received a
total of 344 mm so far, which
is 16% lower. than mormal
(412 tim). ‘However, ‘Mr.
Metri said anything. above

Three regions

However, the story is differ-
ent when the three regions
are dissected. North interior
Karnataka has fared well
with 199 mm rainfall so far

- against the normal 205 mm.

Coastal Karnataka has re-
ceived 1,563 mm against the
normal 1,788 mm. However,
south interior Karnataka has
received only 224 mm rain-

- fall against the normal 312

min, which pomts to a defi-
cient rainfall. -

The IMD predxcts an “im-
provement” in the next two

days, though the monsoon is

expected to remain weak on
Tuesday too. |

\
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