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Men wade through a ﬂoo e street in Ambala Cantonment on Thursday TRIBUNE PHOTO

Tangi water enters houses again

Nmsn NrT1SH SHARMA
'I'R.IE’UNE NEWS SERVICE, 4\ (Vb
AMBALA, AUGUST 24

. People living on the Tangri
. riverbed continued to face
. tough times as the seasonal

river swelled for the second

flow to Ambala Cantonment.

Laxman Das (60) said,
“This is the first time in the
last several years that water
has .entered our houses
twice a week. A majority of
people living here are poor

Though the administra-
tion has been asking peo-
ple to shift to safer places,
residents did not. leave
their houses.

- They said, “The adminis- _
tration is asking us to shift

-time in a week on Thursday and can’t bear losses to some other places but
'fo]lowmg heavy rainfall in repeatedly”. how can we leave our hous-
theMorth]ls Adbul Majid, a rickshaw- es-in this condition? The
- About 10,300 cusec of Water puller, said, “We are left with administration should pro-
was recorded in' the river no food and water. As I was  vide relief here only”.

‘today. The river ‘water not athomewhenriverwater ~ As the water level in the

-entered a- large number of
<houses, causing inconven-
ience to residents. People

for the water level in the riv- .
+ er to recede. It was reported

in the morning that nearly
13,000 cusec of water had

reached Barwala and would

entered our house, my fami-
ly members failed to shift all
the stuff, including kitchen

deploy disaster managerment
teams-to help people shift
their belongings. The situa-
tion gets tough hen you
have small kids”.

Tangri rose, Deputy Com-
missioner Sharandeep Kaur
along with other district offi-

. had to shift their belongings  articles. Instead of just mak-  cials reached the riverside to
“onto the rooftop for the sec- . ing announcements, the monitor the situation. She
. ond time in a week and wait administration should said, “The administration is

well prepared to handle the
situation. Residents have
been asked to shift to ~afer
places identified by the
administration.
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TRIBUNE NEws SERvVICE
~UBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24

Infrastructure development,

measures to improve connec-
tivity, earthquake reconstruc-
tion and a concerted effort to
tackle the perennial problem
offloods on both sides figured
prominently during the com-

prehensive talks between .

India and Nepal here today.

A range of bilateral issues
cameup for discussion during
talks between PM Narendra
Modi and his Nepalese coun-
terpart Sher Bahadur Deuba
on his first overseas visit after
assuming office in June,

Nepal also reassured India
that it would never allow any
anti-India activity from its
soil as both sides discussed
defence and security mat-
ters. Modi identified defence
and security as important
aspects of bilateral ties.

At the joint media meet,
Modi said both sides had a pos-
itive meeting that reviewed the
gamut of the partnership and
that he had assured Deuba
about India’s commitment
towards Nepal's development,

The twoleaders Jjointly inau-

-8urated the Kataiya-Kusaha

Covering L., YIS

Focusonfloods, infraas

India, Nepal ink 8 pacts

o

S

PM Narendra Modi greets his Nepélese counterpart Sher Bahadur

Deuba at the Rashtrapati Bhavqn on Thursday. MUKESH AGGARWA
s

and Rmcaul-ParWanjpnr
cross-border power tranismis-
sion lines. Eight MoUs were
signed — four pertaining to
earthquake reconstruction;
and one each for narcotics
control; cooperation in field of
standardisation; construction
of Mechi bridge; and Char-
tered Acconntants institutes,

Deul.a’s visit comes amid
the standoff between India
and China at Doklam, a devel-
opment on which Nepal has
preferred to remain neutral.
Foreign - Secretary S Jais-
hankar said Doklam did not
ﬁguremanyofthePMs’ta]ks.

A\

dia also walked the extra
mile to welcome Deuba
whose predecessor KP Shar-
ma Oli had tilted towards
Beijing much to the discom-
fort of New Delhi. Deuba also
called on President Ram
Nath Kovind and Vice-Presi-
dent M Venkaiah Naidu.

On Madhesis, India reiter-
ated its stand that the
broadest possible consensus
of people and society should
be considered while making
the Constitution. Deuba
said Nepal was making
efforts in that direction and
it was a work in progress.
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Over 6 lakh people affected in
2nd wave of flood in Barpeta

CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, Aug 22: The sec-
ond wave of flood has affected
6,26,619 people belonging to
456 villages in Barpeta district.
This was informed by the dis-
trict administration-in a meet-
ing held in the conference room
of the office of the Deputy Com-
missioner yesterday evening,
where situation arising out of the
flood and steps taken were dis-
cussed elaborately.

Apprising the dignitaries about
the flood loss, additional Deputy
Comumussioner in-charge of rev-
enue and disaster management,
Satyajyoti Barua revealed that

33 144 hectares of crop lands
have been submerged and a to-
tal of 4,96,492 pets have been
affected in the recent wave of
flood. While one person had lost
his life, another three are still un-
traced after a boat mishap near
Baghbar on the August 20 last.
The meeting was informed
that the administration had un-
dertaken prompt and timely
action in rescuing the ma-
rooned people and provided
sufficient relief materials to the
affected people. Till now
8731.62 quintal of rice, 1591.80
quintal of dal, 447.38 quintal of
salt, 3000 sheets of polythene
and 5980 sheets of tarpaulin

have been distributed among
the flood-affected people.
Participating in the meeting,
executive engineer of the Wa-
ter Resource Department Pu-
iak Choudhury presented some
schemes to be implemented in
association with the Rural De-
velopment department, which
was approved unanimously.
Addressing the meeting,
president of the State BJP and
MLA of Sarbhog constituency,
Ranjeet Kumar Dass urged
upon the officers to give more
importance to repairing of
roads and embankinents dam-
aged by the floods. He lauded
the work of the officers to-

wards relief and rescue oper-
ations during the flood.

The meeting presided over
by the Deputy Commissioner
of Barpeta Thaneswar Malakar
was attended by MLAs of
Sarukshetri — Jakir Hussain
Sikdar, Bhabanipur - Abul Ka-
lam Azad, Chenga — Sukur Ali
Ahmed, Barpeta — Gunindra
Nath Das, Baghbar - Sherman
Ali Ahmed, president of Bar-
peta Zila Parishad Majibar Rah-
man Khan, District Develop-
ment Commissioner Latifur
Rahman, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Zita Parishad Ramen-
dra Nath Sarma and other sen-
10r officers of the district.
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Flood scene remams alarmmg in UP

LUCKNOW, Aug 22: The flood situa-

- tion in Uttar Pradesh today remained
alarming with reports of 10 more deaths,
taking the toll to 82 in the current wave
of floods in the State.,

“The death toll in the floods hasreached

. 82 in the State, where 2,855 villages in

25 districts are inundated affecting a pop-

ulation of over 22 lakh,” the Relief Com-

missioner’s office said here citing a flood
report compiled till yesterday.

It said that around 50,000 people have
taken shelter in relief camps in the affect-
ed districts ‘of eastern UP where there
was 110 let-up in flood fury as raging wa-
ters of the rivers emanating from N epal

caused-havocTm vast swathes ofhuman
habitation.

Reports reaching here said that Army
choppers, NDRF and PAC (flood) j jawans
continued relief-and-rescue operations
round the clock in the severely hit areas
of the flood affected districts of the State.

Release of water in the rivers emanat-
ing from Nepal and incessant rains im-
pededrescue work and evacuation of peo-
ple to safer areas, they said. 26 compa-
nies of NDRF, 30 companies of PAC
(flood) along with two choppers of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) and several col-
umns of the Army personnel! were work-
inground the clock to save lives and prop-

erties in the affected areas.

A Central Water Commission report
here said that the Sharda was flowing
above the red mark at Palia Kalan and
near the danger mark at Shardanagar,
while Ghaghra was flowing above the red
mark at Elgin Bridge, Ayodhya and Tur-
tipar (Ballia).

River Rapti was also flowing well above
the red mark at Rigauli and Birdghat
(Gorakhpur), while Budhi Rapti was above
the danger level at Kakrahi (Siddharth
Nagar), rivers Rohin and Quano were
flowing above danger mark at Trimohini
Ghat (Mahrajgan)) and Chandradeep Ghat
(Gonda), it said. - PTI
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