Central Water Commission
Technica! Documeniatiion Direclorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

FEFRFETT

™~ P B VA - Mo T
DioTH it vVing iNO-O

Je
R ¥ Puram:. New Delni — 66

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have alsc bsen uploaded on
the CWC website

i

: . X
¥ \J‘x (k"l:ig N \\

\ \ ‘
SPA (Publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

| a
Deputy Director (P?b]ication‘) (w/ a-\Vy

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned.
uploaded at WWW.CWC.NIC.IN

1
Covering L. Yi&



Pracj‘esh, Maharashtra and Gujarat. Mr.

Modi criticised those who tried to stop

the project and eaid thas despitediob— "~
structions and massive challenges, the

people of Gujarat were determined to‘
complete the project, The cost, origin-

ally pegged at 6,000 crore, has in-
cre}ased several times over and is now
eéstimated to be around 250,000 crore.

When will the network be built?

Th? project was originally planned to
deliver water to the parched Saurashtra,
Kutch and north Gujarat regions and
also parts of neighbouring Rajasthan.
The question being asked by farmers,

On September 17, Prime Minister Naren-

dra} Modi announced the completion of
QUJarat’s lifeline, the Narmada dam pro-

-Ject, the foundation of which was laid
by the first Prime Minister, Jawaharla]

Nehr, i .
in1961. thhe real_beneﬂciaries of the project, is
o ‘ Why did it take when will the canals to bring the water
5 so long? all the way from south Gujarat to the

“The Sardar.Sarovar dam, built over the
Narmada_ Tiver in south Gujarat, is the
second biggest concrete gravity dam by
'tv}?lume after th_e Grand Coulee Dam in
o ; tll'ln S.‘;;Oie;gegan&gyr gf?_{dllet& ifncléxd Court, all gates have been closed as the

Salto fund it canal network is not in p} ¢
on grounds of environmental damage o the Selds i the
: r ter from thy i
and dlsplacemept of tribals in Madh;a Jject comm:n(cjiazl::;: fhe feldsn the pro-

E

parched fields in Surendranagar, Rajkot
or Banaskantha be compieted.

Thoggh the dam has been built with
full height permitted by the Supreme

L LR

“Sardar Sarovar Dam

E

As per the Gujarat government’s fig-
ures, the Sardar Sarovar Project will
provide irrigation facilities to 18.45 lakh
hectares, covering 3,112 villages of 73
taluks in 15 districts of Gujarat, 2.46 lakh
hectares in Barmer and Jalore in Ra-
jasthan and 3,75,00 hectares in Maha-

rashtra. The project’s canal network in-
volves a 532 km main canal and 32
branch canals and miner, sub-minor
canals and finally field channels.

“Though the main canal was completed a

decade ago, the State authorities have
not been able to build minors, sub-
minors and field channels to realise the
full benefits of the project. “Under the

* original plan, about 90,389 km of canal
-~network was proposed to be built to ir-

rigate 1.8 million hectares in Gujarat.
However, there is no clarity on how

-much network has been built so far and

the area it has brought under irriga-
‘tion,” says the former BJP Chief Minister
Suresh Mehta.

He said that instead of building the
canal network according to the original
plan, the State government had, in fact,
reduced the command area and the
canal network without obtaining per-
mission from the authorities. According
to him, the State brought down the
canal network size from 90,382 km 1o
71,748 km. which means a reduction of
18,641 km.

Academic Vidhyut Jodhi, who has
written two books on the project, said
that not more than three lakh hectares
was under irrigation by Narmada waters
because the government, having com-

pleted the meain canal and branch
canals, had ne: built field channels o
take the water to the last mile.

Owing to absence of minor, sub-
minor and field channels, farmers along
the branch canals have put up diesel en-
gines to draw water to irrigate their
farms which are near the main canal
network.

‘What is the way ahead?

Having built the dam, the State must
strive to make it a participatory project
which means handing over the water
management to local water users’ asso-
ciations in villages. So far, the govern-
ment has only registered such associ-
ations on paper. Farmers will need te be
educated on crop patterns to boost pro-
duction.

MAHESH LANGA



Coveri

"FROM | COURTS

" DC CORRESPONDENT

al in Delhi on Wednesday
directed the Telangana state -
government-and RELA; an .

HYDERABAD, SEPT. 20
The National Green Trlbun

NGO, to respond on twoapp-

Tications filed by the AP go-

vernment ‘seeking {o deleie

the TS government from the-

hearing of -petitions with
regard to the Polavaram
project and -also-urging the

NGT not to hear petitions’ :

against the project till cases

pending before the- Supreme;

Court are disposed.

A three:member bench - of -

the NGT, headed by itschai-

‘rman Justice Swatantra Ku-

mar, was dealing with two
applications by the AP gov-
ernment opposing -hearing
of a petition by the Readi-
ness for. Empowerment
through Legitimate Action,
the NGO from Telangana.
Senijor counsel «of Supre-
me Court A.K. Ganguly and
AP advocate-general D. Sri-
nivas submitted that conse-

- nt of the TS government

was not required for constr-
uction of the Polavaram pr-

~oject since Section 90 (3) of

AP Reorganisation Act stat-
es that such consent was
deemed.

They told the bench that
there will not: be .any
submergence 1;1 S after the

merger. of seyen - mandals

‘with residuaryAP
Referring “tothe second

application -wherein it was -

: He _submltted that the

cemgnt umit has been

‘he bench directed the -
sponderits “to-file -their

 counter -affidavits by Oct

of. 10,

urged not to hear petitions

against Polavaram -project;

they -contended that *the
NGT cannot hear the case in
view of pendency:of mnine
petitions, including the plea-
s of Chhattisgarh and Odis-
ha, before th» Supreme Cou-
rt with regard to the project.

They said though the Nat-

ional Environment Appell- .

ate Authority cavcelled the
environments! cleararices

granted in 2007, the Hydera- .
-bad High Court had granted

stay on the cancellation:

. ~After hearing the AP gov--
ernment, the bench directed
~the - TS -government ~.and

RELA to file -their objec-
tions by October 11.

TStoId fo give details
of vaccinabion drive

The Hyderabad High Court
has directed the TS govern-
ment to place details of ong-
oing measles-rubella immu-
nisation drive for children
under the age of.15 years.

A division bench compris-
ing Acting ‘Chief Justice
Ramesh Ranganathan and
Justice J. Uma Devi was
dealing with a PIL by Dr. Sri
Krishna of Hyderabad and
another seeking to declare
as illegal the refusal of cer-
tain schools to allow vacci-
nation.camps in their prem-

- ises.
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Inflows upstream give

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 20

The Jurala and ‘Srisailam :,
dams on ‘Wednesday saw

reduced “inflows, -in the

range .of 60,000 ‘to 70,000

cusecs.

But inflows are:likely to

increase inthe. next few

- days.-as Mahabaleshwar, - h

-where the Krishna River

. originates, has received 36
om of rainfall in the last
two days.

This -will -mean fresh,
heavy - inflows ‘into the
Almatti dam in Karnat-
aka. Both the Almatti dam
and . the :downstream
Narayanapur ‘dam already
“have surplus water; with a
steady .inflow -of ‘around
30,000 cusecs ‘for the last
few days.

The Central Water Com-
mission is therefore expe-
cting major flooding to
prevail, according to its
latest report.

Around 60,000 cusecs of
water was released by the
Narayanapur dam author-
ities on Wednesday
evening. It has also been
reported that 45,000 cusecs
was - released from :the
Ujjain dam near ‘Solapur
in  Maharashtra.. =on
Wednesday evening. ..

All these huge ‘inflows
are expected to flow.into

Central Water Commission ofﬁmals expect the reavy inflows till S epteymber 25 or 26.

the Jurala dam in the next
two -days, and be re-
released downstream to

‘the Srisailam -dam which

has attained storage of 115
tmc ft against the full
capacity of 215 tmc ft,
with the level going up to
863 ft against the full level
of 885 ft.

Central Water Commiss-
ion officials expect the
heavy inflows to continue
till September 25 or 26.
This particular develop-
ment coming at the end of
the current monsoon sea-
son has definitely helped

both Telangana state and.
Andhra  Pradesh:-over-

come a severe drinking
water crisis. If both the
states restrict their releas-

-es for drinking purposes

only, there will be no
water crisis till the onset

. of the next monsoon.

Meanwhile, both TS and
AP officials on Wednesday
resorted to a free-for-all by
releasing waters to vari-
ous projects without inti-
mating the Krishna River
Management Board, the
anthority that decides the
amount of water released
to various projects in the
states.

On Wednesday morning,
TS Genco switched on the

6x150 hydro electric units

on the left bank of the
Srisailam dam and started
generating power using
around four tmc ft-of
water. '

“There was a problem in
thermal power generation
today and peak demand
touched 8,500 megawatts,
so to meet the demand we
operated the left- bank
powerhouse and generat-
ed power,” said TS Genco
chairman = Devulapally
Prabhakar.

Andhra Pradesh, which
also experienced shortage
of power on account of
problems in wind and
solar power projects, has
started three of the seven
power units on the Srisa-
ilam left bank. Besides

~this,, AP continued to

release water to
Pothireddypadu and
Handri-Neeva

projects -
from the Srisailam dam.
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amak ZL]d

mighty river

uriginates in Ama

in partnership witk

‘fut’ure’ group

BAADMHYA PRADESH

5 longest in indian

subcontinent

I rd longest that
fiows entirely in

India (after Godavari &

Krishna}

> Flows from east to

west

+ Forms natural

boundary between

north and south India

' 1,312 km long,

o LOTTkmofitin £y
I Madhya Pradesh . [ﬁ

98,000 sgkm

Narmada basin, 86% of
it lies in MP

¢

% 0st plantations have 20% survival rate bui the state hopes for 70%

rom this one by making village-level committees responsible for their
protection. Plantation sites will be divided into grids and volunteers assignec
to each grid. The Chi had told TOI carlier they would use GPS to track surv
rates. The sites woulid be aeomiapped and saplings monitored via satelfite

How much did it cost?
“T"stimates range from 7100 ¢r to e

| 7450 cr. Half of them planted ;
by the forest department, and
the rest by the agriculture & horticutture
department. NGOs also pitched in

12-HR EFFORT |
é*f;g » CM Shivraj Singh
crore Chouhan planted the first
sapling at Amarkantak.
the origin of Narmade
¥ The previous Guinness
Record was for planting &
crore saplings in UP over
two days last July (two
12-hour phases;

he he"m of India.
Lhousﬁr

nourishes
of hectarss

> nation:!
s(m('mcum and /40‘ the state’s
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esern
ntoitand inde
effluen
inthesurre undl
Vindhva rang
Lh(; 10 it

tared via satellite.
“The MGNREGA wi
was roped i te log
saplings.” said ru
ment and panchavat minis
Gopad Bhargawa. The govern-
ment hopes the feat will be rec-
Ly the Guinness Book
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River-linking
fails to bring
joy to Ujjain

Trwas tourﬂd as the_ fn}: in-

Venetian
A Rs

the: dream ended.
NEMUEs 10T

A e

Rajendra Vashishthe leader
of the opposition in Ujjain Mu
nicipal Corporation. said. “The
Project is too expeisive. it needs
four powerful pumps and is ac-
tuadly meant for industrial usc.
Last sumnier. water was piped
from this dirty river every al-
ternate dav for the 6 lakh resi-
dents of Ujjain.

Chief engineer of Narmadia
Valley Dovslopmen: Corpora-
fion M § Ajnare. however de
nied the pumps are idle. “We
pump water as and when it i¢
required for the people of De
was and Ujiain. A plan to pro-
vide water 1o the industrial area
v‘ } mmnwur from I‘)n: project

doesn’t flow ex
cept mmonsoon atid has lost its
perennial flow long ago
Ol itwasa
Swanti Awdheshanand. spi
taa! Cmm 11*1 n




