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Delhi, Haryana spar in
SC over Yamuna water

R SEDHURAMAN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 25
Harvana and Delhi today
sparred in the Supreme
court over supply of Yamu-
na water to the national cap-
ital, mainly through the
Munak canal damapged dur-
ing the recent Jat quota stir,
Appearing for Haryana,
4 dditional Advocate Generml
4nil Grover told a Bench
headed by Chief Justice TS
Thakur that the repair work
had bepun but it would take
15 days to restore the canal to
its original position. Wotwith-
standing the repair work,
Harvana had resumed full
supply of Yamuna water to
Delhi as per its entitlement.
Arguing for the Delhi Jal
Board (IJB), advocate Guru
Krishna Kumar disputed
Harvana's contention and
maintained the city was not
syven getting 50 per centof its
sntitlement. Harvana said
this could be due to seepage
in the canal, not because of
short supply in the release,
The Bench, which includ-

Claim, counter-claim

EHaryana claimed the repair of Munak canal had
begun, but itwould take 15 days to restore the canal

to its original position

EDespite the angoing repair work, Haryana claimed to
have resumed full supply of Yamuna water to Delhi as

per its entitlement

EThe Delhi Jal Board disputed Haryana's contention
and maintained the city was not getting even 50

per cent of its entitlement

EHaryana said that could be due to leakage from the
canal and not due to short supply in the release of water

ed Justice TN Lalit, asked
about the progress of the
repair work and as to who
had undertaken the job.
Haryana said its engineers
were at work, Delhi said it
had also szent its men and
machinery. At this, the apesx
court noted that the two
states were working together
for restoring the canal toits
original shape and advised
them to maintain the spirit
of cooperation to resobee
their differences amicably.
The DJB, however, plead-
ed with the Bench to keep
its writ petition pending,

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8807261?show=print

instead of disposing it off.
But the apex court said it
had nothing to do with the
repair work being carried
out jointly by the two parties
and clarified Harvana was
free to approach it again if
things went out of control.
Harvana accepted that the
work could be completed
early due to Delhi's involve-
ment in the repair work.

The DJB had approached
the SC following the dam-
age caused to the canal by
agitating Jats that disrupt-
ed Yamuna water supply to
the national capital
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BIP president Satish Upadmay with party workers during Shramdaan for Clean Yamuna mission, at Nigam
Both Ghat inthe Capital on Thursday. =sms

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8799060?show=print
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NEARLY 2 WEEKS
NEEDED T0
RESTORE DELH
WATER SUPPLY'

i — e

New Dethi, 25 February: Delhi
water minister Kapil
Mishra said today that it
would take neardy two weeks
to completely restore water
supply in the national Cap-
ital.

"We cannot restore the
water supply fully in the
entire city till Munak canal
- which is a major water
gouree to Delhi - is repaired
cormpletely It may take anoth-
er 12 to 13days to repair the
canal," said Mishra.

The ecanal in Harvana
had to be shut down after it
was vandalized by a sec-
tion of demonstrators
demanding reservations in
government jobs and edu-
cational institutions for the
Jat community inthe state.

As per existing agree-
ments, Haryana supplies
580 MGD (1,100 cusecs) of
water to Delhi from the
Munak canal and other
SOUrces.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8809361?show=print 12
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Mishra, who had on
Tuesday said that the water
supply would be normalised
in a week, admitted that
several parts of west Delhi
andDwarka weretheworst-
hit due to the water crisis.

He said that most of the
complaints were being
received from Dwarka,
Maliala, Dwarka Mor and
other west Delhi areas.

"We have supplied some
waterin Dwarka today and
again onFriday the supply
will be there But itis not suf-
ficient. Dwarka and Matiala
areas are affected due to
searcity of water.

"Watersupply is limited
in Delhi but improving,
More tankers from all across
have been diverted to Dwar-
ka and Matiala," Mishra
said, adding that the gov-
ernment wasdoing the best
it could do to deal with the
crisis. (k3

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8809361?show=print
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SCtells Haryana, Delhito
resolve water issues mutually

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mew Delhi, 25 February

Harvana told a bench of
Chief Justice T 5 Thakur
and Justice Tday Umesh
Lalit that three Poclain
machines and seven
dumpers have been pressed
into service for the repair
and restoration of Munak
canal ¢pic) . but it would
take at least 15days to restore
it to its original condition.

However, Haryana said
the time period of 15 days
was subject to condition
that “thereshould not beany
interruption by the agitators
during the execution of
work™. Appreciating thata
team of officials from Delhi
government too was pre-
sent at the canalsite for the
joint restoration of breach,
the bench said Delhi and
Haryvana should mutually
do it. The bench also said
there was nothing adver-
sarialinthe release of water
to the national capitalfrom
Haryana.

Even in the last hearing
of the PIL by theDelhi Jal
Board on 22 February, the
court had said: “We are

indeed happy to note that
there is no adversarial ele-
mentinthislitigation asboth
the governments appear to
be willing tocooperate with
each other in every respect.”
The court was told that
Delhi has sent its manpow-
er and machinery to con-
tribute tothe effortsfor the
restoration of the canal. In
the course of the 22 Febru-
ary hearing, the court was
told that Delhi gover niment
would lend all possible tech-
nical and other assistance
required for the restoration
of the damaged canal.
Haryana told the court
that it had on 22 February
released 500 cusecs of water
which would reach Delhi's
Haiderpur Water Treat-

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8802975?show=print

ment Plant after taking its
normal travelling time. The
court was also told that
besides 500 cusecs, Harvana
has also released another 700
cusecs of water through
the Yamuna.

Disputing the claim of
Harvana governmentover
the guantity of water
released by it, the counsel
forDelhi told the court that
the national capital had
receivedless than 50 per cent
of the waterit getsfrom the
neighbouring state.

However, reiterating that
Haryana has released 500
cusecs and 700 cusecs of
water, its counsel said there
may be some loss of water
on account of seepage en
route.
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Why Delhi can never be self-reliant in water

Mallica Joshi

= mallica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi has a water
problem with no solution in
sight. The city’s biggest water
sources are not under its control
and the recent Jat agitation has
shown how deeply this atfects
all residents —MPs, MLAs and
VIPs included.

The crisis led to questions
about why Delhi can’t have a
water-delivery system free from
outside influence. Here is why:

DELHI'S DEPENDENCE ON
OTHER STATES

Delhi’s primary source of
water is the Yamuna, which
travels through water-scarce
Haryana before reaching the city.

Out of the 900 million gallons
of water that the DelhiJal Board
distributes every day, 540 million
gallons come from Haryana. Any
trouble in the neighbouring state
can, and does, spell trouble for

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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= Paramilitary personnel deployed at Munak Canal, a major water

source for Delhi, in Haryana.

Delhi’s water supply.

The Yamuna, which is barely
even a river in Delhi anymore,
also feeds and raises the water
table in east Delhi.

Delhi’s second major source
of water is the Upper Ganga
Canal, through which it gets

HT FILE

240 million gallons daily. This
provides water to east and South
Delhi — areas that remained
mostly unaffected by the
Jat agitation.

A similar situation could pre-
vailin the two areas, however, if
trouble brews in western Uttar

Pradesh, through which the
canal flows.

DELHI'S OWN WATER
SOURCES

The only sources of water
that Delhi can call its own are
the natural water bodies, under-
ground water, Ranney wells and
recycled water.

They provide 120 million gal-
lons of water every day, barely
enough to fulfil the demands of
the 1.8 crore Delhi residents.

Water demand has always
been higher than supply in
Delhi. According to conservative
estimates, Delhi’s water demand
is1,100million gallons daily. The
Delhi Jal Board can only provide
900 million gallons per day.

The gap is filled by illegal
ground water extraction and
private tankers.

Policy after policy and expert
after expert have said Delhi
needs to build an emergency
response mechanism that can

be used to deal with extraordi-
nary situations such as the Jat
agitation.

A call for reviving Delhi’s
natural ponds and aquifers is
made every few months. Experts
such as Rajendra Singh, CR
Babu, Manoj Misra, Himanshu
Thakker and VK Jain have come
up with plans about how this can
be achieved but nothing in the
government, irrespective of who
is in power; has moved.

The idea is that these natural
reservoirs can be used toextract
water when extraordinary situ-
ations leave Delhi dry.

Policies for rainwater
harvesting have been made
stricter with more focus on
institutions than individuals
but implementation and checks,
which will have an effect, are
missing.

Cities, small and big, have
managed to implement their
rainwater harvesting policies
well but Delhi lags behind.
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Yamuna’s floodplain turns stage
for mega event in parched capital

CULTURAL EVENT National Green Tribunal may decide the fate of the Art of Living event today

= An area of 1,000 acres have been cleared to construct huts, pandals and a giant 7-acre stage right on the river channel. saumyA KHANDELWAL/HT

Ritam Halder

o ritam. halder@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: It may sound ironi-
cal for a city that has already
‘Kkilled’ its only source of water
and fighting with the neighbours
for uninterrupted water supply,
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construction work stands out
on the left.

Road rollers and JCBs can be
seen at work. Vast stretches have
been cleared and the work is hap-
pening right on theriver channel.
Even a pontoon bridge has been
built to bring in people from the

but a construction exercise of  other side of the Yamuna.
gigantic proportions is on along The event is expected to be
the Yamuna floodplains, which  attended by 35 lakh people.
green activists say threatens the “We started work on the 4th of

river’s ecology.

Huge machines have cleared
over 1,000 acres where tents, hut-
ments, pontoon bridges and a
gigantic 7-acre stage is coming
up to host the three-day cultural
festival of Artof Living, sched-
uled for March 11-13.

The National Green Tribunal,
which is seized of the matter,
had earlier expressly prohibited
all construction activitv in the

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

thismonth. In a couple of days,
this bridge will be completed.
Work is going on in full pace and
we will finish everything before
time,” alabourer working on the
pontoon bridge told Hindustan
Times.

Environmentalists, however,
are crying foul. “To create a
world record, they are trying
to build a stage spread over 7
acres over which 35.000 musi-

12



2/26/2016

river floodplains as they pose
grave danger to the ecology of
the river.

Hindustan Times visited the
siteon Thursday and saw how the
venue was coming up bit by bit.

Barricades have been put up
and construction and demoli-
tion waste is being indiscrimi-
nately used. Just as one takes the
DND Flyway towards Noida or
Mayur Vihar from Ashram or
Sarai Kale Khan, the colossal

Hindustan Times e-Paper - Hindustan Times (Delhl) 26 Feb 2016 - Page #4

cians are supposed to play at
the same time. Construction on
floodplains is prohibited as itnot
only affects the natural flow of
the river but even impacts the
ecosystem. This is blatant vio-
lation of environmental laws,”
birdwatcher and activist Anand
Arya said.

Bhim Singh Rawat of the
South Asia Network on Dams,
Rivers and People (SANDRP)
said cutting of trees and dump-

Construction on floodplains is prohibited as it not
only affects the natural flow of the river but even
impacts the ecosystem. This is blatant violation of

environmental laws.

ANAND ARYA, birdwatcher and environmental activist

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

= A massive pandal is coming up (above) and JCB machmes can be

seen working throughout the day.

ing of debris on the floodplain
was also impacting the aquatic
and bird population.

The Art of Living Foundation
said it was taking all requisite
measures to maintain the eco-
logical balance of the Yamuna
riverbank.

“Prior to beginning work on
the site, we cleared nearly 20-25
acres of the area which was
earlier covered with construc-
tion debris. The World Culture
Festival venue is at a safe dis-

SAUMYA KHANDELWAL/HT PHOTOS

tance from the riverbank and
we have set in place systems to
ensure it remains clean after
the event is over,” a foundation
spokesperson said.

“We are installing 650 chemi-
cal toilets to ensure none of the
waste goesintothe Yamuna,” the
spokesperson said.

A plea against the event filed
by river activist Manoj Mishra
will come up for hearing before
the National Green Tribunal on
Friday.
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This year’'s toll is up to 139. Beed, Osmanabad and Nanded
districts are among the worst-hit areas. Express

Marathwada sees
50 more farmer
suicides in Feb

MANO.J MORE
OSMANABAD, PUNE, FEBZ25

AS MANY as 50 farmers from
Maharashtra's drought-hit
Marathwada region have com-
mitted suicide in the first three
weeks of this month, official fig-
ures from the state government
have revealed. This comes ata
time when the Bombay High
Court, following a report in The
Indiam Express, has soughtdetails
from the state government re-
sarding 89 farmer suicides in
January over crop failure,

With 50 farmer suicides in
February solar, this year'stoll has
climbed to 139, Officials have
said farmers are taking the ex-
tremestepafter failing w payoff
debts due to recurrent crop fail-
ures, Last year, over 1,100 farm-
ers from Marathwada region
had committed suicide over crop
failure.

Beed, Osmanabad and
Manded districts, which ac-
counted for most farmer suicides
last year, have seen 65 farmer
suicides so far in 2016—almost
half the total wil This, despite of-
ficials' claims that all efforts are
being made to arrest the sui-
cides.

Osmanabad, where the state
government haslaunched the
Zero-suicide plan, has seen 20
farmer suicides in the past three
weeks, District  Collector
Prashant Narnaware conceded
thattheir efforts are notyielding
desired results. "l am sad that de-
spite all our efforts, the suicides
continue, We beleve thisisa fall-
out of four years of drought,”
Marnaware told The Indian
Express.

District officials said they are
struggling to provide drinking
water to the district's 16 lakh
population. “Of the 636 villages,
nearly 3,500 wellsin 125 villages
have gone dry," said Narnaware.,

Officials said that of the over
20,000 wellsin the district, only
10 per cent have “some" water
which is being distributed
through tankers wother partsaf
the district.

Osmanabad, which falls ina
rain shadow region, has no ma-
jor river flowing through it and
no big dam.

With the district struggling
to provide people with drinking
wiater, agriculture has come toa
complete standstill. "Where will
we find water for agriculture
purpose?,” asked senior district
officials.

Fri, 26 February 2016
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BJP president Satish Upadhyay along with party
activists initiated the Clean Yamuna campaign at the
ghats of Yamuna Bazaar in Old Delhi on Thursday. After
the cleaning campaign, they worshipped the Yamuna
river and performed Aarti. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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