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" Dusl_ storm, rain and hailstorm were reported from several parts of the city on Wednesday as the
maximum temperature plummeted two notches to 38.6 degrees Celsius. RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT PHOTO
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Heatstroke kills “Rain in Maddur .
bOy in GUjaIHt; } ., Heavy rain accompa- "Q

> #+ nied by gusty winds
rainlashes - ; hedaror ik

Tuesday evening, reports \

S from Maddur
several states N ity st N
NEW DELHI, pTI & DHNS: Heat aged while roofs of SeveralA
conditions prevailed in several houses were blown away.
parts of the country with Gu- banyan tree was uprooted,

jaratvreporting another death
due to heatstroke €Ven as rain
lashed severa] parts of Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi ang West Ben-
gal on Tuesday,

Aldyear-old boyin Bhavna-
gar district succumbed to heat-
stroke. Temperatyre inseveral
parts of Gujarat came down a
wee bit with maximum mercy-
1y levels falling below 42 de-
grees Celsius. There was
respite from heatwave condi-
tions in Delhi and most parts
of Punjab ang Haryana ag
overnight rain, lightning and
thundering, brought the mer-
cury down in the region, The
weather in West Bengal also
remained pleasant with some
parts having received good
amount of rainfa]] since Jast
€vening,

'®

A few houses were dam™g
killing a cow tied to it.
1
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In Akola village, everyone
loves this farmer’s dam

Cultivators Allege
Delay In Approval
Of Many Projects

BhavikaJain@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The state govern-
ment has announced several
schemes for water conserva-
tion, but their implementation
has been questioned by many
Many of the schemesdon’t even
cover afraction of the cost of the
project, leaving the farmerto be-
ar the rest; there have also been
complaints of delays in appro-
vingprojects.

The government officials of
the district agriculture depart-
ment helped Sanjay Tidke with
expertise on how and which ty-
pe of dam to construct. But
other government officials be-
gan harassing him over the
sand he was usingfor the project
and filed police complaints aga-
inst him for allegedly buying
sand illegally. The construction
of thedam started in March and
after completion in the next 2
weeks will be ready to hold wa-
ter thismonsoon.

“On one hand the govern-
ment is spending crores of rupe-

ONE-OF-ITS-KIND: The village will benefit from Sanjay Tidke's project

es to undertake water conserva-
tion projects, and on
the other hand when a farmer is
spending money from his own
pocket to something for the
village, thegovernment officials
still create problems,” said Tid-
ke.

After word spread about the
dam being constructed, many
farmer groups started visiting
the site and helped him deal
withtheissues that government

officials would raise. The site
has become very popular with
farmers and government offici-
als visiting it.

“It's a one-of-its-kind project.
Not only Tidke, but the entire
village will benefit from the pro-
ject. Farmers will be able to
grow a second crop using the
water in the dam,”said Santosh
Gawai, member of a farmers’
group from theneighbouring ta-
luka.
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wllages help water conservation

Chi dre

MUMBAL: In a unique initia-
tive, village children, young-
sters and women in tribal vil-
lages living around six tiger
reserves in central India came
out to provide water for
wildlife.

Under the banner of Satpu-
da Foundation, they seek to
clean and de-silt around 76 ex-
isting waterholes, build 38
new check dams and con-
struct seven new waterholes.

“We have been regularly
doing this since 2005. But
with our spread in the Satpu-
da Landscape with the finan-
cial assistance of Born Free
Foundation, the activity has
taken a shape of community
movement now after 11 years,”
Kishor Rithe, President of Sat-

wémen fromtriba

puda Foundation, said.

“A total of 38 check dams
were built during 2015-16 us-
ing locally available materials.
These dams, mostly built on
streams, help retain water and
recharge the water table.
Some of them provide drink-
ing water to domestic animals
and those close to forest pro-
vide water to wild animals,” he
stated further.

Volunteers comprising
adult villagers, members of
SHGs that we had mentored
and children from village
schools started building check
dams after November 2015,
Rithe said.

Anoop Awasthi, Assistant
Director (Conservation) told
that the foundation’s water

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

fesgearst ( ges )

conservation programme has
also addressed the issue of hu-
man health and cleanliness.
“We dug a total of 45 soak pits
across the landscape. The soak
pits, dug next to wells/hand
pumps in villages, collect
spillover and run-off water and
help recharge the water table,
thereby addressing the human
health and human-wildlife
conflict issues,”he said.

The foundation teams have
been working in more than
120 buffer villages of Tiger Re-
serves like Pench Maharash-
tra, Pench Madhya Pradesh,
Navegaon-Nagzira, Satpuda,
Tadoba-Andhari and Kanha
Tiger Reserve spread across
the Satpuda landscape.

DH News Service

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )
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Volunteers 6f tpuda FoUndatlon wfo ostuct hek-dam. DH PHOTO
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Monsoon cheer as
Australia signals
end of El Nino

This could cause
monsoon to spill over

to October: Officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Australia’s weather
bureau said the withering El
Nino — among the strongest
in history and responsible for
two years of consecutive
droughts and record summer
temperatures in India — had
ended. :

While that bodes well for
the monsoon, weather offi-
cials in India said this could
also be a precursor to floods
during August and Septem-
ber and monsoon possibly
spilling over to October.

The Australian Bureau of
Meteorology said on Tuesday

>

Met offi;:ials said it CO;J|d
also lead to floods. — pHoTo: aFP

that there was “..little chance
of [sea surface temperatures]
returning to El Nifio levels, in
which case ' mid-May will
mark the end of the 2015-16 El
Nifio.” Typically, an El Nino
— marked by above-average

‘temperatures in the Pacific —

that begins to cool is followed
by a neutral phase before
transitioning into La Nina.
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Australia signals
end of E1 Nino

La Nina is a converse
phenomenon of below-nor-
mal temperatures in the
same region. ‘The latter
brings heavy rain over In-
dia. “Changes in the tropi-
cal Pacific Ocean and atmo-
sphere, combined with
current climate model out-
looks, suggest the likeli-
hood of La Nifia forming
later in 2016 is around 50%,”
said the agency’s Ppress
statement. “It’s good news-
_there is-a good thance
that La Nina conditions will
begin to show up in the sec-
ond half of the monsoon.
August could mean heavy
rain and we might see some
monsoon rain in October
also” said Madhavan Ra-
jeevan, Secretary, Ministry
of Earth Sciences.

Gains for agriculture
Private weather agency
Skymet said on Wednesday
that it expected all of the
monsoon months, except
June, to record rains well
above what’s usual and

_would translate into’ gains

for agriculture.
“In_2016, the total area

| '\Q
<

P

under kharif food grains is
expected to increase by 15
to 20% over last year. Ac-
cordingly, the kharif food
grains production is ex-
pected to be around 129 to
130 million tonnes. Area
under oilseeds - including
soybean, groundnut, pulsés

and rice may increase. Area

under cotton may reduce
marginally while total agri-
cultural land under sugar-
cane may remain the same
as the previous year.”
According to the IMD’s

latest update, the monsoon

is likely to set in on June 7.

over Kerala. This was part-
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Bay of Bengal that morphed
into cyclone Roanu and
brought heavy rains to
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Na-
du and killed at least 20 in
Bangladesh. - =
The monsoon-rain-beat-
ing systems were yet to gain
enough force tg coast over
India and though the E1 Ni-
no was gone, it would take
some time for its effect to
spill over into the atmo-
sphere and aid the mon-
soon, said Mr. Rajeevan.
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" COSTLY SHOW: The Art of meg was fi ned Rs.5crorefor
organising a cultural event near the Yamuna FILE PHOTO

within two weeks.

- A bench headed by NGT  instead of “payment of bal-. The Tribunal’s order had
Chairperson Justice Swatan-  ance amount”. ' come on the pleas by NGOs
ter Kumar on Wednesday al- “Keep your bank- guaran- . and exmronmentahsts, who

so asked the foundation to

The bench asked Art of

tee withyou,” thebenchshxd,“ :

Rs. 5 crore on it as environ-

had’sought cancellation of

file its reply within three while posting the matter for the festival on the ground
days on an dphcanon, next heanng on August.% o that it would seriously en- -
which had é that the, _ : w‘ j angerﬂxefragﬂegcdsystem
spmtualmhadtermedxts Tmﬁkm. “- . onthe tiverbed. ‘
earlier order as “polmcally . On March 9, the green Meanwhile, the principal
motivated”. ‘panel had given a go-ahead- co;nmltte wapsconstituted
. for the cultyral éxtravigan- = by the! bunal for iraple-
No compensation yet " za,but had nnposed afineof ~mentation of ‘Maili'se Nir-

mal Yamuna Revitalisation

Living if it had deposited the mental compensation. - Project 2017' and is headed
environment compensation It had slapped a fine of Rs. by Secretary of Mimstry of
as directed by it on March 9 n the Delhi Develop- = Water Resources.”.

for damaging Yamuna's bio- ment Authority (DDA) and It also comprises three ex-
diversity. The counsel for Rs.1 lakh on the Delhi Pollu- . perts members: Professor C

the foundation said that it
was ready to- furnish the

amount as bank guarantee,

Covering L., YIS

" tion Control Committee

(DPCC) for not dischatging
statutory functions. - -,

R Babu, Professor A K Go-

sain and Professor Bn)

-« 1 Gopal. "
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NGT to paneﬁsséss
damage to floodplain

HT Correspondent
» hireporiers@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELH}: The National Green
Tribunal on Wednesday directed
the principal committee, consti-
tuted for the rejuvenation of the
Yamuna, to inspect the site on
river floodplains where a three-
day festival was organised by Art
of Living.

The World Culture Festival in
March had triggered ahuge contro-
versy The foundation was accused
of causing extensivedamage to the
eco-sensitive floodplain and the
river while building the stage for
the three-day extravaganza.

A bench headed by NGT chair-
person Justice Swatanter Kumar
ordered the committee to assess
the damage caused to Yamuna
floodplains and submit a final
report within two weeks.

The committee was constituted
by the tribunal for implementa-
tion of Maili se Nirmal Yamuna
Revitalisation Project 2017 and is
headed by secretary of ministry of
water resources. It also has three
experts members — Professor CR
Babu, professor AK Gosain and
professor Brij Gopal.

The green court asked the
foundation to file its reply within
three days on an application which
had alleged the spiritual guru had
termed its earlier order as “politi-

cally motivated”.

A foundation spokesperson said
the Art of Living was ready with
replies toapplications on enzymes
and alleged statements by Sri Sri
to a section of media.

, “TheNGT gave three moredays
tofile the replies. The allegation by
Manoj Misra regarding Sri Sri’s
comment on the NGT order are
baseless. The petition was based
on unverified newspaper reports.
The Artof Living has the video of
the speech that clearly shows that
no such comment wasmade by Sri
Sri. It was yet another malafide
attempt by Misra to malign and
tarnish his image by false claims,”
the statement said.

The tribunal asked whether *

the foundation has deposited the
environment compensation as
directed on March 9 for damag-
ing Yamuna'’s biodiversity. The
ArtOf Living counsel replied that
it was ready to furnish the amount
asbank guarantee instead of “pay-
ment of balance amount”.

“Keep your bank guarantee
with you,” the bench said, while
posting the matter for August 2.

On March 9, the NGT ordered
an jnitial “environmental compen-
sation” of I5croreon Artof Living.
Therest of thefineamount, it said,
would have to be decided after a
committee assessed the damage
to the floodplain.

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz




/

News item/letter/article/editorial published on ///y r‘%‘ 05,90/6 in the
Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Timgs (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
Statesman

Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Aaj (Hindi)
The Times of India (N.D.) %e Hindu

indian Nation
Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle

The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Blitz

Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Met predicts ram

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: After a good spell of
rain and thunderstorms that
brought down Delhi’s tempera-
ture by about 9 degrees over the
last few days, the Met depart-
ment has predicted another spell
of rain over the weekend. Mean-
while, parts of the city saw light
rain on Wednesday evening whi-
le IGI Airport reported a squall
between 4.45pmand5.30pmwith
wind speed of about%0kmph.
“We have predicted that

T ; a P..
thunderstorms, accompamed
with squall, are likely to occur at
isolated places over Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
over the weekend,” said a Met
official

For Delhi, a partly cloudy sky
with possibility of rain and
thunderstormare in thepipeline
even in thebeginning of next we-
ek. “FroxpMayZﬁ the partly clo-
udy sky will start becoming ma-
inly cledr. The mainly clear sky
will start becoming partly clou-
dy from May 28 onwards. Dust

3
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over

eekend

rm and thunderstorm are lik-
ely to occur between Saturday
and Tuesday” said the Met de-
partment.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are expected
to rise by 1-2 degrees over north-
west and central India over the
next twodays. Wednesday’s max-
imum temperature was 38.6 deg-
rees Celsius, two degrees below
normel while the minimum was
27.4 degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal. Humidity ranged
between 39% and 76%.
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Rains lash Capital, max temp 38.6

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 25 May

Rains accompanied by a
thunder squall lashed the
national capital this after-
noon while hailstorm was
reported from one area of the
city as the maximum tem-
perature settled at 38.6
degrees Celsius.
According to the MeT
department, the Safdarjung

weather station, thefigureof W

which is considered the offi-
cialfigurefor the city, record-
ed 0.4 mm rainfall while
areas under Palam, Ayana-
gar and Ridge observatories
recieved 0.8 mm, 8.9 mm and
0.4mmrainfall respectively
till 5.30 PM.

The weather station at
Lodhi Road recorded traces
of rainfall in the same peri-
od.The showers were accom-
panied by strong winds
measuring up to 60 km per
hour at the Safdarjung
observatory and 92 km per
hour at Palam, said a MeT

3
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A child takes bath in the Capital on Wednesday. = Ayush Goyal

I7- 26
F-9

department official.

He further informed that
a hailstorm occurred in
south Delhi's Aya Nagar

area from 6.45 PM which
lasted till 6.52 PM.

“The maximum and min-
imum temperatures in the

national capital were record-
ed at 38.6 and 27.4 degrees,
respectively,” said the offi-
cial.
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