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Namltal lake level 18ft below normal

xperts“have blamed ille-
‘gal. construction, felling of
- ‘“trees,:concretisation’ of the
catchment area and destruc-
“tion of -natural sprmgs “Of
the 60 natural springs-in the
~city that recharged the lake,
‘only;30 exist today, and even
* those have an alarmmgly de-
.-creased water flow,”. ~Ajay

‘SinghRawat, former] head of

KmnaunUmversny shistory

% e VineetUpadhyay
N @tlmesgroup com

t B ;
& almtal’s ghstemng eye
f: ig drying up this sum- g
bt Nmer The water level in
Naini lake, from which the
townm’che panoramchuma- :
-on Hillsderives its name, has
‘ falleh by anunprecedentedlg
'feet below the normal 1eve1

*thissummer. - - B department,said.
t Environmental - experts . . «Thelevel of water in the
. are worried and tourlsts are - bodyis reported t6 be 18 feet

: dlsmayed

al: th th ' below normal, -something I
LAY Mallit: & ‘southern

“The shrinking lake is the hili station’s only source of water . ‘havenever witnessed. Thela-

end of the lake, there is a “ze-

ro”mark. The depth of thela-

ke and water level are measu-
red from this mark. “In the
monsoon, the water level rea- -
ches 12 feet .above the ‘zero .
mark which delineates the;';

B normal water level At pre'
SRR R

¢

: “Thewaterievelhasbeende
chnmgcontmuously’“ :

P T P PROR P PONC I

S P

: tal, which recharges more

~...~w7_.....,,

N:ontmued from P1 -

rrlgatlon
I(Kumaon Zone) chief en
gineerD CSKhetwal said;

%In the ‘past few :sum-

’fmers the water level had
been recorded at three to ...

- . el in Naini lakehas fallen nunprecedente;ir(-\ Zg
‘May, the level of water was . 18fet baloy the ngrma levelthlssummer — = :

“four feet ‘below -zero.: Last

two feet below zero. In the
1970s, when the quaint town
was emerging as'a popular

- shooting’- .destination -for

Bollywood and real estate

developers had started ar-
riving, the waterlevelinthe
summer * would “be mea-

sured at one feet below the
zero mark.

*Another »con’trlbutmg
factor, experts pointed-out,
was the neglect of -Sukha-

. than 50% of the lake. “De-

ispite

strong - ‘evidence

+ through research conduct-

department ;

v

sent, the level‘is 18 feet below
themark considered normak”

‘Vishal'Singh,-a senior rese—;
-arch scholar from the Centre -
~for Ecology Development and B

Research(Cedar), said. .

seems exceptlonallybad ”bo-

“ atman Rajendra Prasad Shil-
pi, 50, said, standingbythela-

kethatis Namltal’s only sour-
e of water

“One has o only 1ook at'ﬁ:

-ed by the National Institute -
-of Hydrology approximate-
1y 20 years ago about the im-

. portance of - Snkhatal, ity
was blatantly negléected by
_the - authorities,” . Vishal

: Smgh of Cedar said. A2015

: Vefsn:y, found Sukhatalpﬁ}
#vides more than+40% sub

surface ﬂow toNaini- lake"

roundthe year, mcludmgm

«can-absorb Jarge amounts.
of rainwater due to its to-
‘ pography Wh1ch mcludes

zstudy bs{ Cedar An ¢ollabo-:

the drier months.'Sukhatal ...

hmestone anddolomite.

- After Ajay Singh Rawat .
" filed a'PIL in the Uttarak-_
hand high-court in-2012 re-
‘quéstingthe courtto convert
*sNainital into an eco-sersi-
“‘five zone in order to save the

~.drea’s ecosystem; the court -~

last year -ordered 1T Roor-

ject report about the beatti-
fication'and recharge of the
-Sukhatal area.

= Experts ,also said the

,rjtown,and the lake are un---

able to meet the needs of a
‘burgeoning population and

AR

the " shoreline of the
“1ake Has Teceded.: This year

)Thousands jom dnve, P 23

§mmnny,

“‘minister'T 'S Rawat to save
‘the lake. The petition has
.- garnered more than a thou-
Kee tosubmlt.a detailed pro- -

keis gomgto turnintoa mere

pond if strict steps arenotta-

ken,”Rawatsaid.He hasbeen
- campaighing for 1ong to save
thejewel of Nainital.

er, it:was around 6-7-MLD '}
per-day, it has now shot up :
1016 MLD,”Rawat said.
" There has’beeri no com-

‘ _prehensive research in the

iJast -iwo -decades -.of “the .
‘changes.required ‘1o :pre-

-’serve ‘the - lake sand: sur-
~rounding water bodies. © - .

Thedirestate of theeye-
shaped -water -body - has  :
prompted -concerned -citi-
zenstolauncha petmon on
change.org urglng chief

sand.signatures in a few

+ weeks, including those -of :
«celebrities such as singer .:

ShubhaMudgal. A barefoot

‘march:is also being ‘orga-
nisedinthecityonJune3to

raiseawareness of theneed

to save thelake.
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, New De].h1 Awéek after Pri- :
me Minister Narendra Modi :

Uma sets off on Ganga trip

- Vishwa.Mohan T\Q QC

@timesgroup.com

‘to assess cleaning projects

’ ~verfreefrommostpollutants.

~Ministry officials, howe-
ver, said implementation.of
projectswouldpick upnowas

. : Uttarakhand and Uttar Pra-
. reviewed progressof the Na- : desh had elected BJP govern-
¢ mami.-Gange’ -programme, . ments and they would be mo-
{ water resources . minister : - re cooperative.

UmaBharation Thursdayset - ;
ON SWACHR MISSION

off on a tour to monitor ex- -
ecution of projects and will .
visit over 25 towns/cities in
five states along the river’s
mainstem. :
Duringherfortnight-long

“reports of slow progress on
Ganga ‘iCleaning :projects.
Though officials had claimed
‘during the review meeting

-~ “We need a lot of coordi-
nation on the ground which
was earlier nussmg, *.an offi-
cialsaid.

Asthe PM has stressed on
the need to increase public
awareness and participation

: trip,called ‘GangaNirikshan .. last week that the program- in cleaning the Ganga, Bha-

‘ Abhiyan’, from Ganga Sagar - . me had made good progress, rati will focus on monitoring

! inWestBerigaltoGangotriin = figures shared by the water while tryingto turn the river

: ! Uttarakhand, Bharatiwillal- resources ministry recently cleaning programme into a
*:s0 interact with stakeholders - - told a differentstory TOlhad massmovement.

R T T s PRI A T LR

including local people and

" NGOs during ‘Ganga Chau-

pal’. (meeting on Ganga) to
find out how to involvethem |
in making the ambitious ri-

_ver cleaning mxssmn a suc-
cess.

Bharati’strip comesamid

earlier reported that only 13
out of ‘145 Ganga cleaning

projects were completed by -

March, indicating that a lot
more needed to be done to
complete the gigantic task by

. October 2018 — the deadline

‘Bharatihas set tomaketheri-

° In the review ‘meeting,

"Modi whas informed about a

survey carried outby Central
Pollution . Control Board
which showed that there we-
Te 1,109 grossly polluting in-
dustriesalongtheriver inste-

-ad of 7641dentified earlier. "~
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' e “round 60% of

| CLIMATE VULNERABILTY: FARMERSATRISK | it

9-16%. This could have detrimental impact C farmers i N ,t 0 clim at e ch an g e‘l

B Vulnerable - - 8 Low vulnerability
' ' “Chetan Chauhan

. chetan@hmduslantlmes com

“NEW DELHI: Around 60% of the
Indiandistricts are vulnerable
i - .toclimate change,anew assess-
- ‘ment has found, ci;«;lmmg it .
+.could adversely impact food
“production if adequate climate
prooﬁnglsnotdone
“~ Agriculture is the. blggest
. -livelihood source for around
60% of the population directly or
indirectly dependent .on fit.
Trends in recent years have !
1 - showndeclining productionin
.“rain-fed farmland that is more
-wulnerable to climate change
snduced rising temperatureand
lrregularrmnfa]l Overthelast ~7°°

~y b

asRaJasﬂ]an‘ Gujarat,Madhya
Prade§h ’Karnataka, ‘Maha-

aduand eastern Uttar Pradesh
arehighly vulnerableto climate
ange,saysthe assessment to
%e published in the Centre for
“Science -and Environment’s
‘State of India’s Environment
‘Report2017oh Juneb. .
Thefirst groundlevel virlner-
ability index has been derived
from38 parameters thatinclude
:rainfall pattern, temperature
rise, extreme weather events,
degradation ofland and agricul-
ture workforce. The index
dividesthe statesintothree cat-
egories—exposure, sensitivity
and adaptive capability.
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Mamata meets

‘Modi, hints she

‘won'tagreeto .
Teesta pact o

) Mohua.chaueriee
b @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In what could
*spell fresh trouble for the pro-
¢posed Teesta water sharing
.. pact between India and Bang-
i ladesh, West Bengal CM and
{Trinamool Congress - chief
¢ Mamata Banerjee pointed out
+to Prime Minister -Narendra
“:‘Modi on Thursday :the pro-
blems the state faces for sha-
" ring river waters with the ne-
ighbouring country. .
; Mamata’smeetingwith the .
s - PMwastodiscuss fundalloca- . ‘
- - tion and other issues faced by
~ the state. She submitted a ~~—---
' three-page ~ memorandum
which focussed on problems
that Bengal faces because of
. Bangladesh. Sheurged Modito
. takeup theissues with Dhaka.
o . Mamata’s concerns over
;. Bangladesh is a clear pomter )
§ ¢ that the CM is unlikely to ag-
= «"ree to the pending Teesta wa-
* ter sharing treaty easily She
had made her displeasurecle-
. ar to Modi and visiting Bang-
- - ladesh PM Sheikh Hasina re-

- cently, saying that the Teesta
pact in its present form was

. notacceptableto Bengal.

; Mamata is learnt to have

B told the PM that “Bengal’s ex-

£ perience about sharing Ganga

--water with Bangladesh is not
:-good, as water shortage at the
l'Farakka’ barrage causes the

i NTPCrun -thermal power
plant to shut down occasional-
1y and the two ports inthe state
are impacted adversely”. She

~complained about reduced

“flow of water from rivers like
Atrayee, Tangon and Punarb-

E haga that flow into Bengal
+ from Banglaﬁesh because of

i barragesanddams builthy the

Jother side and also about seve-

. re pallution from Bangladesh
flowing into Bengal’s Churni
riverin Nadiadistrict.

She also asked the PM tota-
ke up with Dhaka the issue of
Malda mangoes on  which oo

. Bangladesh has doubled the ) -

+import duty. “They have stop-

-ped sending Hilsa and now

" they are imposing heavy duti-
es onmangoes,” shesaid.
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