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“Monsoon rushes in,
then takes a break

A
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Met Says Week Ahead Won't See Much Rain

TiMes NEWS NeTwork

New Dethi: Overnight rains
brought the monseon {6 the
capital, four days before its
nermal date, with Delhiltes
wakingupon Thursday towet
roads and moist winds that
ensured the day remained ex-
tremely pleasant.

The monsoon, however, is
not Hikely 1o make much of an
impact in the coming days.
The Mel office said it doesnot
expect heavy rain over the
negt week or so.

“The western disturbance
that caused rains in Delhi and
surrounding areas has moved
eastwards. There couid be
some stray thundershowers
in the next few days but we do
not see any active system
bringing substantial rain to
the region asof now,” sakl BP
Yadav, director, india Moteor
ological Department,

The city's main weather
station, Safdarfung, recorded
20.Tram rain in the 24 hours
tll 8.30am on Thursday
Thereafter, just .3mm wasre-

-
£

CHILLING OUT: Thursday started overcast and remained cool

Antndya Chattopadhyay

index reading released by SA-
¥AR was 105, almost in the
‘go0d’ range.

However, these ¢conditions
may not last beyond 4 couple

moved swiftly to cover almost
the entire country, with just a
portion of westRajasthanout
of Hsambit, Normally, theen-
tire eouniry comes under
monscon's influence only by

corded tili theevening. WEATHER July 15. This year, it was fast
The overnight rain was tracked across northwest In-

evenly spread across the city, % Maces'c/aminanare  Gia by two rain bearing sys

withMungeshpurinthecity's Maoprise: Friday - lems coming from the west

northwest extremity records [ L1, f "' i"”"“‘l Saturday- and the Arabian Sea.

ing the maximum 28mm. 1£5  g0am ' These systems dumped

effect on the weather was pal-
pable. The maximun temper-
ature plunged 1o 30.8 degrees
Celsius, seven notches below
normal, while the minimum
-------- 22.4 jegreess, six below nor-
mal — would have led to ACs
beingygwitched off atnight.
Adding o the salubrious
feel was the drop in pollution
levels. Thursday's air quality

Sunset: friday - 8723 pm

Surrise: Saterday - 05:27am

Partly tloudy sky, Once o bwospelis of
rainvery ight rain/thundershowers could
acour Maimum & mintomperstureon
Friday will bearound 35°C £ 23°0,

of days. As the monsoon
weakens over northwest In-
dia by Friday, humid heat is
expectedtorise inthe capilal.

Meanwhile, the monsoon

. copious amourd of rain over

Guiaral, J&K and east Rajas
than on Thursday, even as
the entire northwest region
received more than five times
the normal rainfall for the
day, The overall monsoon sur-
plug now stands at 28% forthe
month, underlining the sur
prisingly robust start to the
rainy season In the country
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Flood threat Iooms oV

Saleem.Pandit @timesgroup.com

Srinagar: TheJammii & Kashmirgov-
ernment on Thursday downplayed
flood threais even as several streums
and the Jhelum river were in full spate
and damages werereported from parts
of the Valley

Education minister and govern.
nwent spokesman Naeem Akhtar said
rain has stopped and there was no flood
threat a8 of now. “We hope that water
levelsshull recede now,” he said.

e said they were assessing the
problem of waterlepping, "Mechani.
cal and engineering departmentsshall
startdewatering the affected aveas.”

Reports from south Kashmir said
flood waters washed away at least four
houses, a school building and a bridge
inKulgam and Ananinagdistricts, But
ne loss of life was reported. Panie
gripped Ansntnag as several areas
were submerged while people were be.
ing shifted to safer places.

Fhe Jhelum was flowing two feet
abovethedanger mark at Ram Munshi.
bugh I Srinagar. I had hit the mark at
Sangam in Anantnagon Wednesday,

Experts blamed sifation f(}; therise

RN
rotiva, G

Peopte Jook at an o tanker submerged ina
river after heavy rainfall in Anantnag, J&K on
Thursday. For Alive steps, see P 2

of waterlevels inthe Jhelumduetolast
vedrs devastating floods, which killed
over 260 and were the worst in the Vak
ley in decades. The river has trossed
danger mark for the third time withina
vear, forcingauthorities to issue a flood
alert in Srinagar. Heavy rainfall has
iashed many parts of Kashmirover kast
fow days. More raing were forecasted
fill Saturday Many residents were
moving tosafer areas.
Forthefull report,
log on to wiww. tinesafindia.com
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70 persons die in Guj
rains; 50 lions at risk

Ahmedabad: The death ol due to heavy
raintall, followed by 1 flood like situation in
many parts of Gujarat has gone npto 76, in-
cluding 26 castalies In the worst affocted
AmreH disirict, i was officially announced
here today “Around 7 people died due to
heavy raing,” Gujurat health minister and
spokesperson Nigsin Patel said,

According to figures by the Gujarat
emergency confrol room, 26 people died
in Amrell, which is the worst hit distriet,
while five deaths each huve been reported
fn Bharuch, Jamnagar, Kuteh and Rajkot
districts. Four died in Devbhoomi Dwar.
ka, whilethree deathseach have been reg
istered in the districts of Bhavhagar, Ju-
nagadh and Surendranagar. Two deuths
were registered in Dahod, Mehsana, Mor-
biand Snrat, while one desth ach have
heeriregisiersd in Kheda, Porbandarn and
Valsad, as per official figures.

Meanwhile, apartof the lons' territo.
ry in Gujarat's Amreli district where
50 big cats live has been submerged due to
flash floods. rveanpaceness
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HEAVY RAINS
CREATE HAVOC

Adnedabad, 25 June: Degth toll
due to heavy rainfall in
Gujarat today rose to 38,
including 27 in worsthit
Amrel district, following
which Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel conducted
an aerial survey of the
affected areas.

In Delhi: The south-west
monscon has reached Delhi
after making rapid progress
over the last few days, well
ahead of its normal onset,
the Met department con-
firmed today.

In Assam: The flood situ-
ation in Assam today
irmproved considerably with
only around 3,500 pecple
affected duetothe watersin
ten villages.

In UP: Moderate to heavy
rain or thundershowers
occurred af several places
in eastern and western paris

N it : W IR ——— L of Uttar Pradeshinthelast
ol el villagers awaiting rescee as floodwaters rise in Amreli distric, some 200km south-west of Ahmedabad iy 24 hours. MeT warned heay

I westers Guiarat or Thursday. Villagers board an Indian Air Force helicopter. Onlookers stand near a section of road o ; b4

jarat on Thursday. Vitlag 2 pern rainfali will occur at isolated

damaged by heavy rains in Abmedabad on Thursday. - AFF

places in the state, #
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Flood fear

The Mandakini in spate after heavy rain at Rudraprayag. /1

in Valley;

CharDham Yatra hit

Trigune NEWs SERvice

SRENAGAR/DEHRADUN, JUNS 25
Incessant rain on Thursday
created a flood-like situa-
tion in southern and central
Kashmir and disrupied the
Char Dham Yatra in

{ttarakhand as landslides

roules io  ihe
The

hlocked .
Himalayan shrines,

Jhelum continued fo flow

abave the danger mark at
Sangam in Ananinag and

gar, the suthorities said.

'The overflowing Vaishaw
Nuilzh, a maior tributary of the

Jhelurm, eaused flash floods in

Kulgam distriet of south Kash-

mir, damaging four main

bridges connecting the region -

and causing extensive damage
{0 property. In Uttarakhand,
the Kedarnath leg of the vatra
was suspended for June 2627,
CONTINUED ON P

45 DEAD IN GUTARAT P11

Landslides hit traffic
on Jammu-Srinagar NH

wfraffic on the 3004em Jam-
mi:Srinagar NH-44
remained suspended for
around 16 hours

¥ Several passengers had a
narrow escape after land-
slides buried some veﬁmkfes
on the highway, resulting in
#s biockade

R

H M,__.. RE
_runjab, Haryana

The southwest monsocn on
Trursday further advanced
into remaining parts of rorth
Arabian Sea, Himachat,
entire Haryana, Utlarakhand,
Punjab, Chandigarh, Gujarat,
ME UR east Rajasthan, and
Delhi and some parts of west
Rajasthan
» The IMD said minimumten
perature remained below
normak by 2-5°C at most
places over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarhand Delhi

Flood fear in Va]].ey,-
Char Dham Yatra hit

FROM PAGE !

but the pilgrimage to
Yamunotri remained unaf.
lected as the foeal author-
ties said though the water
level of the Bhagirithi had
risen, i was still below the
danger mark.

“The yvatra to Kedarnath
has been suspended as the
road near Gauri Kund ig
blacked due to landslides,
Nearly 800 pilgrims

returning from the shrine |

have been moved {o safer
places. They will take the
downward trek after the
roads are cleared,” said

Rudraparayag Distriet
Magistrate Raghav
Langer

The yatra to Gangotri has
aiso been temporarily dig.
rupted and pilgrims have
been asked to stop al Har-
sil, 25 km from the shrine.

The situation is expect-
ed to turn worse as the
Met department has pre-

dicted heavy rainfall for
the next 48 hours, espe-
cially in Uttarkashi,
Rudraprayag, Chamoh,
Paurt, Almora, Pithora-
garh and Nainital,

But, flood-like situation
in J&K is expected to sub-
side as the weather
improved on Thursday
and the Met authorities
predicted no further raing
over the next two days.
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NEW DELHE FUNE 25
Continuous raing  have
swollen many rivers and cre-
ated a fiood-ke situation in
Guiarat even as at least 45
persons have died following
heavy showers in Saurash-
tra and south Gujarat, offi-
clals said.

Amvreli district is the worst
hit, with 36 deaths reported
on Wednesday. The meteoro-
logical centre at Ahmedabad
on Thursday predicted mod-
erate to heavy rains in the
coming days.

“The south-west mensoon
has covered the enlive
Guiarat. Monsoon is active
over the Gujarat region and
vigorous over Saurashira,”
an official of Ahmedabad
Meteorological Centre said.

The official said: "Moder-
ate 1o rather heavy rain
would oecur at most places
in Gujarat region, Saurash-
fra-Kutch and in Diy,
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Viltlagers marooned on a rooftop following heavy rain in Amreli district of Gujaral. ap

Daman, Dadra Nagar
Haveli. The weather is
about fo remain same for
the next Tfive days”
"Floods foo cannot be
ruled out at the moment,”
he added.

According to All India
Radio, 13 people died when

two houses collapsed in
Napi  Vabhaniya village
near Bagasara town of
Amreli district, Three peo-
ple died in Bhavnagar dis-
triet, two in Gaondal in
Rajkot district and three
lost their Hives in Surat dis-
{rict due 1o the floods.

X

CGiuisrat Chief Minister
Anandiben  Patel,  who
reviewed the flood situation
at a high-level meeting in
Gandhinagar, urged people
notl to panic. She also con-
ducted an aerial survey of
ficod-affected  areas  of
Saurashira, — IANS
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Flood threat looms
but no step taken
to desilt Jhelum

‘1 RIBUNE '\(EWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, FUNE 25

Almost 10 months after the
devastating  Sepiember
deluge, the J&K Govern-
ment has taken no major
initiative to mitigate the
looming flood threat even
as a ficod alert was sound-
ed in the region on
Wednesday — second time
in the past four months.

Nothing much has so far
been done by the govern-
ment for dredging and
desilting the Jhelum, #s
major tributaries and the
fiood spili channel. The
cartying capacity of the
Jhelum has reduced con-
siderubly due 10 the Sep-
tember deluge last year as
tons of silt was accumulat-
ed in the water body.

“If is disappointing to
see that even a day or two
of heavy rain iriggers a
flood alerf in Kashmir
The authorities seem fo
be only waiting for doles
from Delhi {0 start mas-
sive dredging or desilting
of the Jhelum. There

" seems no plan before the

Mufti government on how
to mitigate the flood
threat on a war {ooting”

said Hilal Ahmed, a shop-

keeper at Lal Chowk.

L.ast week, Minister for
Trrigation and Flood Con-
tro} Sukhnandsn Kumar
had expressed concern over
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The jhetum in spate in
Anantnag. A TRIBUNE PHOTD

the tardy pace of dredging
and asked the Chief Engi-
neer, irrigation and Flood

Control  Depariment, fo
work out the meodalities for
outsourcing the work.

Kashmir was hit by the
worst-ever floods in Sep-
tember last year and the
deluge sank nearly 70 per
cent of Srinagar city.
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Monsoon races ahead, 60 die in Gujarat

NOT DEFICIENT Better-than-forecast monsoon has delivered 24% excess rainfall

HY Corrapondents
» kateryBtindstantimes.com

NEW DELHI/AHMEDARAD: The mon-
soon arrived four days ahead of
schedude in Delhi on Thursday,
raising hopes the annual rains
may not be as scanty as predicted
but alss bringing sudden misery
to neighbouring states, inciuding
Gugarat where 8 peopie have died
in flooding this week.

A betterthandorecast monsoon
has covered nearly the entirecoun-
try; barring Rajasthan, delivering
24% excess rainfall so far, but
meteorclogisis say they expecta
drier July

A good start to the rains -
which arrived five days late in
Keralaon Juned--- has eased wor-
ries of adrought, after the weather
office’s prediction of a deficient
monsoon this year The above-
average raing flooded parts of
Gujarat and Assam while aswol-
lenJdhehim breached is banks in
Jammu & Kashmir

Sixty people are reported to
have died in Gigarat dus tofloods
caused by incessant rains follow.
ing a deep pressure that buitt up
in the Arabian Sea. Gujarat CM
Anandiben Patel condocted an
aerial survey of the worst-hif
areas in Saurashtaon Thursday

State atithorities with the help
of the National lisaster Relief
Force and the Alr Foree rescued
several hundred people stranded
in the raral areas of Amreli,
Raiket and Somnath districts.

“We've seen extensive damage
due to flooding. The government
hias launched omergency services
and rescue operations,” a Gujarat
government official sakd.

Mumbai came to a standstill
last week when forrential showers
closed trains and led to & break-

» Paople wait to be rescued on a darmge:i road in Amreli, suiarat on Fhursday.

Kashmlr on flood aler't after Jhelum overflows

down in public services. The
financial capital recetved nearly
907 mum of rain between June 11
and 24, 155% above normal for the
entire month of June

A flood alert was issued in
&K Anantragrand Pulwamadis
tricts on Thursday as the Jhelum
river crossed the danger mark.

The rains are vital as 70%
of Indians depend on farm
income and 80% of farms deo
net have aecess to the country's
inadequate irrigation network.
Rajkot surpassed is all-4ime high
24-hour rainfzl record for June
on Thursday, while Abmedabad
received 130 mm in the Iast 24
hours, the highest in a decade, a
meteorologist with private fore-
caster Skymet said.

Press Trust of india

+ |etters@iadustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Kashmir wasonflood
alert on Thursday as several
parts of the valley were inun-
dated due to overflowing of
Jhelum and various streams
following incessant rains.

Several bridges and roads
were washed away in south
Kashmir with Tral area in
Putwama district bearing the
brunt of the flash floods, offi-
clals said.

There were unconfirmed
reports of some nomads being

trapped in flood waters in the
Chamgund area of Kulgam dis
trict. A flood alert was sounded
for Anantnag and Pulwama
districts after Jhelum reached
the danger mark as heavy rains
lashed the region,

Jhehim was fowing at 27158,
4.15-ft above the danger mark,
at Sangam.

InSrinagar, the summer capi-
tal of Jammu and Kashmir, the
river had risen to 20.70-8, almost
two feet above the dangey mark,
the officials added.

The Me'? department has pre-
dicted more rain over the next

Chaar Dhaam yatra hit
by heavy rain, landslides

= Pet?a's@fmézs&mﬁsmm

LUCKHOW/DEHRADUM: After heavy
rain across the state, the annual
‘Chaar Dhaam Yatra'— & pil-
grimage that fakes followers to
Badrinath, Kedarnath, Yarnunotrs
and Gangotri — in Uttarakhand
was disrupted on Thursday
While the stafe government
maintained the yatra was still
on, reports from various routes
suggested hundreds of pilgrims
were stranded at different places.
Distriet anthorities in Chamoli,
one of the regions worst hit by
rain, said over 10,080 pilgrims
on way to the Badrinath shrine
were catght inrain and stranded
en route. “They have heen taken
o safe places,” an official said,
informing that the journey wouid
restmie once the skies clear.

JHELUM WAS FLOWING
AT 4.15 FEET ABOVE
THE DANGER MARK iN
SANGAM AND 2

FEET ABDVE THE
DANGER MARK

MASECA s

48 hours, raising concernsinthe
valley which was hit by enpree.
edented floods in September
last year.

Several areas of Ananinag
distriet, including Nai Basti,

According to authorifies, the
Hemkund Sahib Yatra - the
pilgrimage to a 8ikh shrine
at Hemkund — has also been
stopped for some time due fo
heavy downpours and landslides
on the way

The Chamoli-Badrinath high-
way has been blecked due to
landslides. "District magistrates
of the rain-hif areas have been
asked tobeonalertand ensurefull
facilities to stranded pilgrims,”
Surersira Kumar, media rcharge
of Ptarakhand Chief Minister
Harish Rawat, said.

“Hstruetions have been issued
by the chief minister not only to
ensure safefy of pilgrims and
tourists but also to clear routes
that have been blocked at the
eartiest,” said Kumar, refuting
media reports that the yatra had
been halted.

Takia Behrampora, Shamsipora
and Hassanpora, were flocded
due to the overflowing Jhelum
river and its tributaries,
officials said.

Some parts of Kulgam dis.
trict, including @oimeh, Mir
Bazar, Asthal and Devsar, were
also inundated as the Vaishav
stream breached ifs banks.

The divisional administration
reviewad the sifuation at dpm on
Thursday

People Hving in and around
flood-prone areas of Anantnag
and Pulwama districts have been
advised to shift to safer areas.
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Late night rain announces

arrival of monsoon in Delhi

H¥ Correspondent
& hreporters@hindustantmas com

NEW DELYE Monsoon announded
its arrival in the city on
Thursday morning as rain
iashed the Capital bringing
relief from the sweliering heat.

The rain, which started fram
late on Wednesday night, indicst
ed that the southwest monsoon
had reached Delhi after making
ragid progress over the last few
days, well ahead of ifs normal
onset, the Met department con.
firmed on Thursday.

The rercury plunged signifi.
candly 10308 degrees Celsius, seven
notehes below the season's aver-
age. The Met office forecast similar
weather on ¥Fridav The minimum
temperaiire was recorded six
notches below the season’s aver
ageat 224 degrees Celsius.

Ramesh Kumar, an IT profes
sional Bving in Lajpat Nagar,
had a pleasant ride to work on
Thursday. “Even though if was

raining, Ienjoyedthe bikerideto

office after weeks,” Kumar said.

Rainfall measuring 2imm
lashed parts of the ity since
morning while humidity inthe
air was recorded at 93 per cent at
8.30am, a MeT official said. The
cify received dmmof rainfall in
ning hours from 6.30am.

“Ihe skies will be cloudy
on Friday. One or two spells of
rainfal] and thundershowers will
occur in some areas,” said an
official of the Met Department.

» On Thursday, the mercury plungad significantly to 30.8 degrees
Colsius, seven notches below the season’s average.  SONU MEHTA 4T

The maximum and minimurs
temperatures on Friday are

expecied to hover around 35 and.

23 degrees Celsius, respectively:

Wadnesday's maximum
temperaturs was 38.8 degrees
Celsius, a noich below the sea-
son's average, while the mint

mum temperature settled two
notches below the season's aver-
age 81 25.8 degrees Celsius.

The Met department on
Juge 22 had forecast that mon-
soon was Hikely to hit Delhi by
Jurte 26, earlier than its normal
arrival date of June 28,
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Heavy rain trlggers landshdes,
Doda-Kishtwar highway shut

Narrow escape for passengers in Ramban, flash flood in Rajouri, 3 rescued

%%mm NDENTS
RAMBAN/RAIGURI/DODA,
JUNE 28
Several  Srinagar-bound
passengers had a narrow
escape after heavy down-
pour friggered landshdes
on the Jammu-Srinagar
natichal highway today.
Fhe debris hit some light
motor vehicles at Seri and
Gungroo in Ramban dis.
{rict, There was no casualty,
Traffic on the highway
was restored after 18 hours
of effort by men of the Bor-
der Roads Organisation to
ciear the debris. In Rajouri,
three persons, whoe were
trappedina flash flocd ina
river last night, were res-
_cued early this morning.
Heavy rain in the Doda
region triggered landsiides
on the 208-km Doda-
Batote-Kishiwar national
highway, causing blockage
since last night.
- There were landshdes on
the Jammiu-Srinagar nation.
al highway at several places
between Banihal and Peera.
‘The landslides took place at
Gungroo, Panthal, Khoni
© NuBah, Maggerkote, Seri
Karole, Nashri and Peers,
Passengers traveiling in
three light motor vehicles
had a narrow escape at Seri
and Gungroo when their
vehicies were hitby landslide
debris in the wee hours today.

CLOSE SHAVE: A vehicle buried benesth a tandslide in Ramban

on Thursday, The occupants escaped unhilrd, A TRIBUNE PHOTO

‘The passengers managed
to come out of the vehicles

hefore getting buried alive -

in the debris. The vehicles
were damaged and could be
extricated only in the after-
noon by the General
Reserve Engineer Force,
About 500 light and heavy
passenger vehicles and 30§
Srinagar-bourd trucks were

siranded due to the traffic
disruption. Soon after clear-
ance of debris, all Srinagar-
bound light passenger vehi-
cles were allowed on priority,
after which buses were
aliowed, followed by trucks.

In Rajourt, three persons
caught in a flash flood were
rescued by the State Disaster
Response Force and the police

Rail services hit

*Trains couid not run from
Srinagar t¢ Banihai due
1o the damage caused to
the rail track at Hilier in
Rarmban distrigt

_ ®When reporis last came

in, repair of the track
was not being allowed by
angry villagers of Hiier,
who were demanding
concretisation of the
nearby nuliah

thismorning. They wereiden-
tified a8 Muneer Hussain
Mukhtar Ahmed and Zulfgar
Alimed, residents of Androia,
The police said the help of the
Army was sought.

There were landglides at

" several places on the Doda-

Batote-Kishtwar highway,

Senior Superintendent of
Police, National Highways,
Saniay Kotwal said: “Besides
fandstides at several places
on the highway, a large
stretch of the road has been
washed away”’

The railway control room
in Budgam said none of the
nine trains from Srinagar
could proceed o Banihal
because of damage o the
ratl track at Hiller, I km
short of the railway tunnel.

When reports last came in,

repair of the frack was not

being allowed by angry vil-
lagers of Hiller, who were
demanding concretisation
of the nearby nuliah.
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10 dead, thousands cut off as
Saurashtra goes under water

A group of people marooned in Amreli, clicked from an aircraft before it rescued therm on Thursday. P11

GOPAL KATESHIYA & HIRAL DAVE
AHMEDABAD, RAJKOT, JUNE 28

HEAVY RAINS cansed by a deep depression
over the Arabian Sea have left 70 people dead
inGujarat’s Saurashira region and parts of
South Gujarat since Wednesday. The depres-
sion has since moved towards Madhya

* Pradesh but the rains have stranded people
inseveral partsof Saurashtra, particularly in
Amrel where 400 of 619 villages have been
affected.

“Aroud 70 people died due to heavy
rains,” Health Minister and government
spokespersort Nitin Patet said, ¢itng figures
provided by the Gujarat state emergency
control roorm,

“The deep depression has passed out of
the state, and now it has converted inte a
low-mark pressure and is centred over
Madhya Pradesh. It will weaken further in
the next 24 heurs,” PIT guoted State
Meteosological Department director Jayanta
Sarkar as saying.

Lip to 646 mm

The rainfall on Wednesday crossed 200
s at several places. Amreli, which ac-
cotnted for 26 of the deaths, hadanaverage
127 i, with Bagsara block recording 25.44
inches {646 mm) and Dhari block 20.44
inches (519 mm). In Bhavaagar district,
Palitana had 14 inches, Jesar 10 inches and
Bhavnagar 8 inches. Amreli, Bhavnagar and
Rajkot had the highest rainfall it Saurashira,
Surat in South Guiarat exceeded those dis-
tricts with 177 mm and saw two deaths. In
North Gnjarat, Idar too had 177 mm rainfall
while Abmedabad had 130 mm and
Gandhinagar 97 mim: these districs suffered
no casualties.

Thie India Meteorodnotra b Diam e iaamt

Kasteh

Devhhoomi-Dwarka

®sharuch
Porhandar @ -
T ' | W Surar
[ H
Raikot Amrel Bhamagar

:'{H:‘.‘_;‘p J.\'n

Sdead 26dead Bdaad
TOLLINOTHER OISTRICTS

3 GEAYVHS (S each)in Bharuch,
}amnagar Kutch
5 1% {2 each) in Dahod,
Mehs&n& Morbiand Surat
£ DEATHS (3 each}eachin
Junapadh Sarendranagar
:ATHS in Devbhoomi-Bwarka

d 45 {1 each)in Kheda,
Perbandar, Vaisad

has withdrawn a warning to poets aid fish-
ermen and predicted moderate to heavy
rainfalluntil 830 am on Friday,

Death & damage

Amreli's Bagasara block alone accounted
for 18 deaths, 13 of them in the collapse of
two houses and the other five in Pithadiya
village, where a bus of Gujarat State Road
Transport Corporation was washed away. A
check darm had been washed away, the gush
of water sweeping the bis off a bridge,

At least 30 villages in Amreli and

bt aryrd 2 1ot eresd b et $londs e ferm cnn

Amreli to Dhari and Bagasara remained
snapped through Thursday, with a bridge
over the Shetrunji damaged. Six major state
highways connecting Amreli city to its
tajukas have beendamaged. InRajkot, 1700
houses have collapsed or been washed away.
Jetpir town was flooded by water gushing
in at 2 lakh cusec after al 29 gates of Bhadar
dam, Saurashira's largest, were opened,
Bhavnagar was stiff accessible but links to
Porbandar were snapped when water se-
leased from the Bhadar dam marmoned parts
of 34 villages on Thursday. The Junagadh-
Sataliva road had to be shut,

An estimated 60 per centof the affected
villages found their access to water cnt off,
With several electsic poles uprosted, inany
parts of Amrell district reeled under power
<uis. Crop damage across the state is being
estimated, with compensation te be decided
within a week. In Gandhinagar, chief secre-
tary Ganga Rarn Aloria chaired a rageting
where the restoration of roads and power
supply was pii{ on priority,

Rescue and relief

Chief Minister Anandiben Patel whe did
anaerial survey of Amreli district and Gondal
in Rajkot, declared Rs 4 lakh as compensa-
tion to the kin of each of the deceased.
Around 2 lakh feod packets were distsibuted
enThursday, with some of these packets and
water airdropped on 29 villages of Amreli,

Aronnd 4,000 people were evacuated
from 17 villages downstrear of the Bhadar
dam. Indian Air Force helicopters rescned
aver 1080 peaple from various parts of Amireli,
with feur helicopters pressed into sesvice.
These included 48 from Amrelf's Gavadka
village, Including 23 passengess, the driver
and the conductor of another state transport

" bus that had been swept away, From Jetpur

town, 90 people were rescued by NDRF and

N R . T ST . TPLE

ELSEWHERE

A bridge at Kulgamin Sangam,
South Kashrir, Shusih Masood

SR ALERT

Flood alert dectared thovgh MET
office has predicted improvement
in weatheron Friday, Overnight
rain 49 rrm in Srinagar, H3mmin
Qazigund and 84 mm in Kokernag.
hehim leved rises above danger
mark in Sangam of South Kashmir
(27 fthat receding)and Ram
Munshibagh of Srinagar (21 ft}and
touches red smark in Asham, North
Kashmir{13 ).

MAHARSHT RS (M i
Rainsin the lastone week has
stocked Mumbai's lakes better than
any previons fune in the last five
years, Lakes overflowin several
districts, inchuding Satara.

Number of affected down from
21,700 Wednesday to 3,500
Thursday, food now limited to 10
viltages ir Lakhimptr and Chirang
districts, Brahmaputra ahove
danger mark at Nematighat in
Jerhat.

MEANWHH L WONSOU Y

The southwest monsoon fias
covered the entire country except
wastern Rajasthan, several days
before its expected onset in many
pasts. it arrived in Delhi and NCR
Thursday, four days before
schedule, after having hit Keralaan
June 5, forr days late,

Overfiowing Kas lake in Satarz,
Maharashtra, Pr1
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Arriving behind schedule, monsoon advances over West Coast and North India in

Southwest monsoon gains
strenqth causes damage

Heavy rainin
Gujarat kills 45

neessant monsoon rains in
Saurashtra and south Guja-
rat, have claimed 45 lives and
created a fiood-like sitnation
in the State. According o of-
ficials, Amreli district is the
worst-hii, with 36 deaths re-
ported on Wednesday, The
Met centre in Ahsmedabad on
Thursday predicted moder-
ateto heavy raing inthe com-
ireg days.

“The southwest monsoon
has covered the whole of
Gujarat. Monsoon is active
over Gujarat region and vig-
orous over Saurashtra™ a
Met official told 1ANS,

The official said: “Moder-
ate to rather heavy raln will
oceur at most places in Guj-
arat  region, Saurashtra-
Kutch and in g, Daman,
Dadra Nagar Haveli. The
weather is likely to remain
the same for the next five
‘days.

Gujarat  Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel, who re-
viewed the situation at a
high-level meeting in Gand-
hinagar on Thursday, urged
peaple not to panic.

Peaple stranded on a

damaged road and (right)
. atop their submerged

houses in Gujarat on
Thursday.- svoros: reuTers

The National Disaster Re-
sponse Force and the TAF
have been pressed into ser-
vice for rescue and relief
wark in Asmreli district. Over
100 peopie were airliffed in
Amreli, while about 1,800
people were evacuated in Su-
rat. — IANS

A bridge washed away by floods at Senprayag in
Rudraprayay district in Uttarakhand on Thursday
- PHOTO: VIRENDER SINGH NEGE

Kawtha Upadhyay

BEHRADUN: As fears mounted that
the incessant rain could trigger
fandslips, the vatra to the Kedar-
nath shrine has been postponed till
Saturday.

On Thursday, the pilgrims on
their way to Kedarnath were stop-
ped after a bridge for motor vehi-
cles at Sonprayag was damaged.

Rudraprayag District Magistrate
Raghav Langer said, “The decision
on resuming the yatra {from Junc
28] would depend on the weather
conditions.”

“About 500 pilgrims who were
refurniing from Kedarnath will
spend Thursday night at Gauri-
kund and will be brought out from
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the Kedar Valley on Friday,” Mr.
Langer said. .

Chamoli district magistrate Ash-
ok Kumar said the yatra to Hem-
kund Sahib was also halted because
of damage to four makeshift
bridges on the way.

Mr. Kumar said the yatra to Ba-
drinath ~ also in Chamol district -
was halted affer a landstip blocked

WHILE GOVT SAYS THE
SITUATION IS UNOER
CONTROL, THE JHELUM
CONTINUES TO FLOW
OVER THE OANGER MARK
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direglorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K Puram, New Delhi — 66

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and aflied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
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Assistant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above. ,i"oq,

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Direclor (T.D )

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R. M), CWC and all concemed,
upleaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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