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Rubbishing the Shiromani o

Akali Dal’s allegation that
he backed the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi on
the construction of the Sutlej
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal in
1982, PPCC chief Capt
Amarinder Singh said here

Never favoured SYL: Amarinder

Badial, Devi Lal of startin g process to constri&t canal
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along with all state party
MLAs, in case of an adverse
judgment by the Supreme
| *Courtonthe SYL canal.
- When asked that such a
‘move would reduce the Con-
gress tally in the Lower House
to 41 from 44, Capt said, “Fig-
ures do not matter. We are
already in the minority in the
Lok Sabha. For me, interests
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sl of Punjab are supreme.”

today that he had clarified | ¥
his stand to her at that time.
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“Since the PM was coming {o
my constituency, I was duty-
bound to receive her," he sa1d.

then Haryana counterpart
Chaudhry Devi Lal who had
started the process of construct-
ing the canal, not the Congress.
“This was recorded in the
proceedings of the Haryana
Vidhan Sabha and it’s there
for anybody to see,” he said
while speaking to The Tribune
on the sidelines of the ‘Halke
Vich Captain’ programme.
He said all three Lok Sab-
ha MPs from Punjab -
Ravneet Singh Bittu, San-
tokh Singh Chaudhary and
himself — would resign,
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mand had reacted to his deci-
sion, Amarinder said, “Since
the matter pertains to Pun-
jab, they are not interfering.”

Captain expressed happi-
ness that Rajya Sabha MP Par-
tap Bajwa had endorsed his
announcement of tendering
resignations en masse. “But
we are not asking RS mem-
bers to resign as they come
through nominations. Only
elected members from Punjab

will resign,” he clarified.
Amarinder said the party
candidates  would  be
announced in September.
“The last date for receiving
the applications is August 15.
No form will be accepted
even a day later,” he added.
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Two lakh people Jffected:; water levels In Kosi, Ganga rise
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“Dye to continuous rains
‘1 the catchments of Nepal,

B AMARNATH TEWARY

" pATNA: Following heavy rains the districts of Kishanganj,
in Nepal, the flood situation  Purnia, Saharsha and Supaul
i four districts of Bihar has  are facing floods in larger ar-

eas. The government has
opened 65 relief camps, and
teams of the NDRF and the
SPRF have been sent there,”
said Vyasil, Principal Secre-

turned grim, affecting two
lakh people and forcing the
government to put officials
on alert.

On Monday, Chief Minis-

ter Nitish Kumar met offi- tary of the Disaster Manage-
cials of the Water Resources ment Department.
and Disaster Management The Kishanganj district

Departments and directed
them to undertake an gerial . to the people tomoveto safer
survey of the affected areas - places. The level in the Kosl,
to plan relief and rescue.
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INVADING WATERS: An inundated village in Supaﬁl district of Bihar on Monday.— PHOTO: PTI
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hepura and West Champa-
ran, forcing the people to
take shelter on highways. Re-
ports said 12 persons had
died so far. The train traffic
on the Saharsha-Mansi route
has been halted.

Water Resources Minister
Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lal-
lan Singh said all barrages
and embankments in the af-
fected areas were safe, and

officials were mounting vigil.
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Despite several atte-
mpts by various gover-
nments, the river Musi,
which cuts across
Hyderabad, continues
to be one of the most
polluted rivers in the
country.

The river, which once
upon had clean water,
receives nearly 645 mil-
lion litres per day :of
sewage water. Accord-
ing to a study, the Must
is the eighth most pol-
luted river.

The Musi, which is a

tributary of the river

Krishna, is sarcastical-
ly referred to as the
city’s sewage drain
because most of 1,300
million litres day sew-
age generated by Hyd-
erabad ends up there.

However, it seems
they did not get to see
the high levels of pollu-
tion In Musl river
which cuts through
Hyderabad and 1n
Hussainsagar.

As per data obtained
from Telangana State
Pollution Control
Board, main indicators
of water quality — the
values of biochemical

-
#

oxygen demand, chemi-
cal oxygen demand and
total dissolved solids —
have not changed for
the Musi since 2007 and

in some cases have

increased drastically.

The pollution board
monitors water quality
at nine points along the
Musl river.

High TDS indicates
the presence of sewage
water and untreated
industrial effluents in
the water.

While the BOD figures

‘have doubled, COD has

more than tripled. The
value of total coliforms
is almost the same. The
only relief is that com-
pared to figures from
2011-14, only the BOD
value has decreased.

"An official from
TSPCB said, “Mixing of
sewage 1S a major issue.
It should be controlled
to improve the water

‘quality. Industrial efflu-

ents are also a problem
but they just form a
small percentage of the
pollutants, which get
mixed directly into
Musi. people should
would towards this the
individually if they

want to restore the
Musi to the old glory.”

Pollutants in Musi rise,
river becomes sewage” 2

# City needs sewage treatment plants to cut polluti

POISON LEVELS
MOUSARAMBAGH
Year BOD

TDS

COD

2007 T8 251 805
2008 100 297 669
2009 190 392 628
2010 130 210 1,000
2011 170 428 935
2012 110 360 780
2013 120 280 744
2014 82 208 734
2015  80. 210 980
NAGOLE _ -
2007 43 114 742
2008 77 250 721
2009 24 95 677
2010 92 210 660
2011 135 276 847
2012 106 - 235 740
2013 40 192 659
2014 55 104 702
2015 60 180 710
HUSSAINSAGAR

2001 10 40 821
2002 155 97 785
2003 3.5 16 1,040
2004 15 66 992
2005 13 55 995
2006 11 60 837
2007 10 86 997
2008 23 86 1,007
2009 104 52 858
2010 149 101 921
2011  40.1 154 868
2012 264 56 541
2013 31 71 671
2014 40 114 924 i
2015 20 113 1,016 &
_June’16 20 145 050 &8

BOD Biochemlcal
oxygen demand.
BOD as per Central
Poliution Control

Board standard for ;.
infand surtace . -
waters i1s 30mg/| :
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Why farms in India need a

CLOUDED ECONOMY Policymakers celebrated the
Green Revolution for too long, without realising it had run
its course. Delinking farms and rains remains a challenge

Zia Haq and Gaurav Choudhury

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

s |ptters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In chasing higher and higher
GDP growth rates, India tends to gloss
over two vital facts. One, farm growth
cuts poverty twice as fast as industrial
growth. Two, a 1% rise in agricultural
output raises industrial production
by 0.5% and national income by 0.7 %,
according to one calculation. In other
words, the country’s fortunes are struc-
turally tied to its farmers.

Two-thirds of Indians rely on afarm-
based income. A back-to-back drought
last year led to a challenging farm
duress. Rural incomes fell. Food pric-
es soared. Farmers fretted. Yet, these
effects are mild and nothing compared
to a previous era.

During 1965-66, a similar consecu-
tive drought had put India on a knife’s
edge. Food output dropped 36% in those
two years, data shows. All through the
40s, 50s and 60s, famines were common.
Millions died.

Many predicted another Killer fam-
ine. Kconomists Paul and William
Paddock prophesied a Malthusian hor-
ror of populationrising faster than food
output, declaring countries like India
“toredoomed”.

India signed off on an agreement
wilth the US called the “Public Law
480" to quality for food aid. It was not
just humiliating. With a Cold War on.
food assistance was a political hazard
because aid came tied with condition-
alities. A taste of this came when the
US stopped desperate wheat shipments
for 48 hours right in the middle of the
drought.

To end this dependence, India began

THE CONSEQUENCES OF A FADING
GREEN REVOLUTION AND A SKEWED
FARM POLICY ARE SHOWING UP. THE
VIOLENT AGITATIONS BY JATS AND

ARE WU NS AN

putting together a policy framework, led
by then farm minister C Subramanium.
A breakthrough came when the coun-
try got hold ot a fertiliser-responding
high-vielding spring wheat variety
from CIMMYT, an international farm
research organisation. A similar vari-
ety of “Indica” rice came from the
Philippines-based International Rice
Research Institute.

Nearly 18.000 tonnes of their seeds
were dispatched to food-bowl states of
Punjab, Haryana and western UP. Along
with minimum support prices, fertilizer
subsidies and irrigation cover in these
pockets, an incredible green revolu-
tion took off. Within years, the results
showed. India became self-sufficient
1n food grains.

But that’s about all India’s agricul-
ture has been able to achieve. While
subsidies were critical, overdependence
on subsidies over Investment was to be
a costly mistake.

“The Green Revolution was actually
only a wheat revolution. The technology
was limited, the areas to which it was
applied were limited, the crops were
limited and the farmers who benefited
were limited,” said Uma Kapila. an eco-
nomic historian who taught at Delhi’s
Miranda House college. “We all know
growth requires investment. Qver a
period of time, we focused on subsidies
at the cost of investment.”

Policymakers basked in the glory of
the Green Revolution for too long, with-
out realising the technology had run
its course. The first signs of the Green
Revolution diminishing emerged in the
m1d-1980s, when vyields began falling.
Today. India exhibits the lowest yvields
globally. Overall. the lowest returns
from public subsidies were in agricul-
ture, whereas investment was low.

The rate of investment in agriculture
1n the 80s and 90s was between 8-12Y.
These years roughly coincide with the
6th and 10th five-year plans. With such
low spending in agriculture, except for
input subsidies. farm growth hobbled
at 2.4% or so.

In contrast, public investments, along
with reforms, in other sectors were
over 35%. This low-investment phase
In agriculture was reversed only with
the 10th and 11th five year plans (2002-07
and 2007-12).

kven today, irrigated lands make up
only 40Y of the country’s arable land.
making 60 of the net sown area vulner-
able to monsoon failure.

Higher tarm output, the solution for
more Incomes with less farmhands.
hinges on area and yields.

The government has already tapped
the easy areas, the ones most fertile and
better irrigated. Area expansion has its
[Imitations. “We can no longer expand
the area. The only way to go is to raise
yields,” says Kapila.

Farm investment has now reached 20
or so ot the GDP but most of it comes from
the private sector. While experts recom-
mend more private participation, they
say public investment must also go up.

The consequences of a fading Green
Revolution and a skewed farm policy
are now showing up in politics. The vio-
lent agitations by Jats in Haryana and
Guyars for a sliver of India’s reservation
ple are instances.

Traditionally pastoral communities
such as the Jats and Gujjars in north-
ern states and even Patidars in western
India benefited greatly from the Green
Revolution’s farm subsidies. The Jats
participated heavily in the 1857 War of
Independence, resulting in the British
co-opting them with a lot of quasi-own-
ership of land. They thus acquired the
bhumidhar (Iand-owning) status. Over
time, this led to their dominance.

Falling returns from agriculture at a
time of higher economic growth could
lead to more unrest. A 2014 survey by
Lokniti found that nearly 40 farmers
were so disillusioned that they wanted

to abandon farming. Where do they go?
On to the streets?
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Aravalli Biodiversity Park throws open its visitors’ ... ™
zone. The entry is from the Vasant Kunj side "
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‘New Delhi: A section of the Aravalli Biodiver-
sity Park was opened up to the public on Mon-

day after inauguration of the bougainvillea-
rose area. This part of the new visitor’s zone at
thediverse ecological park will showcase differ-
ent varieties of roses, bougamvﬂlea and native
Aravali plants and trees. :
Spread over 692 acres, the park currently
harbours more than 210 bird species, 110 species
of butterflies and over 25 species of mammals
and reptiles naturally found in the Aravalis. M
Shah Hussain, scientist in-charge at the park,
said the visitor’s zone will enable people to ac-
cess the manicured recreation garden and tree
conservatories and experience itasaminiature
ecosystem.
“This area is meant for people who wish to

know more about the ecological mix of the Ara-

valis, in addition to learning more about the
rose, bougainvillea, euphorbia and ornamental
plant species. There is a separate conservatory
as well with all native Aravali trees part of the
region between Gujarat and Delhi,” said Shah.
Visitors can also access nature trails with

‘the help of a guide. Aisha Sultana, field biolo-

gist the park, said, “Almost 60% of the park will
be accessible to the public and anyone wishing

to know more about the biodiversity present

here. A guide can educate people about theflora
and fauna currently thriving in this ecosystem.
There are around eight different trails starting
from the visitor’s zone.”

PICTURE PERFECT: The new zone will showcase
varieties of roses, Bougainvillea and native plants

Sultana added that due to ecological revival
of the area, which was known formining, birds -
like black eagle and Indian pitta have been spot- . :
ted after a span of over 70 years. Therearealso
plans to add a medicinal plant conservatory,
butterfly park, cactus house and a nature inter- |
pretation centre for visitors who msh to le::lrn

more about the park’s biodiversity.

C R Babu, ecologist and professor m-charge_ :

of biodiversity parks programme, sajd the new

zone will help people learn more about the com-__

position of the Aravalis and its importance. -

“Aravalli Biodiversity Park actsasanatural i

cleanser: It absorbs pollutants, aids in cloud for-

mation and the native tree species have helped

in rejuvenating the groundwater levels,”
Babusaid.
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NEW DELHI, JULY 25
The government won’t
have an easy run with the

Compensatory Afforesta-

tion Fund Bill with the
opposition Congress set to
move amendments despite

orestation Bill |

Nat Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of Indiz (A)

Sz
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..............................................

lack of numbers to carry - o ‘-

them through. L

- The Bill, which seeks to
distribute thousands of

crores. to states for
afforestation, couldn’t be
taken up in Rajya Sabha

today due to Congress’

ruckus over non-implemen-
tation of special status for
Andhra Pradesh.

The ruling BJP later
alleged the Congress was

. making Andhra Pradesh

issue an alibi to block yet
another pending legislation
in the Upper House where it

The.Congress for its part
said it won’t tolerate neg-
lect of gram sabhas in the
current draft of the Bill.

The Bill provides for dis-
tribution of Rs 42,000 crore

to states through Compen--

satory Afforestation Fund

Authority (CAMPA).
Former environment and

- Ramesh said: “The Bill as it
exists does not recognise a

vital part of the Forest
Rights Act 2006 which man-
dated the consent of gram

‘sabhas for any kind of diver-

sion of land. The current

- draft of the CAMPA Bill fails
Management and Planning "

to recognise this right of for-

est dwellers and though it

will provide funds to states,

0 20

these funds will be used to

~crush tribal interests. We

won’t let that happen.”
After a failed meeting
between the government
and Congress to find com-
mon ground on the Bill,
Jairam today said: “We will
move amendments to- the
Bill whenever it comes up

- for passage. The JDU, DMK,

and Left Parties are with us
on this amendment, which
seeks an acknowledgement
that gram sabhas’ approval
will be sought in respect of
use of funds.”

" In the meeting which was
attended by Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley and Envi-
ronment Minister Anil
Dave and Jairam Ramesh

‘and Digvijaya Singh of the

Congress, the government
1s learnt to have told the
Opposition leaders - that

ts Cong hurdle

' their amendment would be

reflected in the rules and
not the principal Act.

“This is not acceptable to
us,” Jairam said, at a time
when Congress vice-presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi has
announced his nationwide
campaign on the alleged
dilution of FRA Act by the
BJP government. Rahul will
attend the first seminarin a
series of others on August 17
in tribal dominated Chitta-
palli in Vishakapatnam.

Back in Rajya Sabha, the
Congress is adamant on

- moving amendments know-

ing they would be near |
impossible to carry after the
Trinamool Congress aban-
doned the cause. A senior
Congress leader said: “We
will move amendments and
perhaps not press them. It all
depends on the numbers.”-

-
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A family moves to a safer place in Alipurduar on Monday. P11
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ASSAN
Over 1251

Guwahati: Théflood
Assam worsened Monday with
more than 6 lakh more people
affected across 18 districts of the
state. The total number of peo-
ple affected has now gone up to
12.5 lakh. While seven people
have died in the calamity so far,
more than 88,000 have been

=itz

| FLOOD SITUATION WORSENS

people affected

moved to 220 relief camps.
Besides teams of NDRF and
state disaster response force, the
Army has been deployed in sev-
eral districts for rescue work.
Dhubri, which shares the inter-
national boundary with
Bangladesh, remained the worst-
affected on Monday. ENS
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No waste segregation
at Vibuthipura
lake, assures

BENGALURU: It was victory
at last for collective citizen's
activism. A massive cam-
paignh against a waste segre-
gation plant proposed by
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) on
the Vibuthipura lake bund
near HAL had its desired ef-
fect. On Sunday, the local KR
Puram MLA, B A Basavaraja
assured that the lake will g S, 0
not be touched. o T o R

<

Over 800 residents from all
localities surrounding the lake
had converged for a massive
sapling-planting exercise. But
even as they planted 1,200
saplings complete with tree
guards, they pondered over the
threat of the segregation unit. &lu&¥-. =~ = L% e A LR T AR

They were not sure even as  Over 1,200 saplings were planted by citizens eager
50 resident welfare association rejuvenate the Vibuthipura lake near HAL on Sunday.
representatives submitted |
memorandums to the MLA, from hordes of anti-social ele- makeshift walking track creat-
urging that the plan be ments frequenting the place ed. Lack of toilets had forced
shelved. The legislator’s assur- after dark. several slum-dwellers in the
ance pacified them, butdoubts ~ Volunteers had chased away lake’s vicinity to openly defe-
lingered. For, tractors had trucks that had clandestinely cate on the lake bund. Resi-
dumped many loads of con- dumped debris. But on Sun- dents wanted the government
struction debris on the bund day, they wanted a clear direc-  to build a few public toilets.
to level the plot, just a week tion from the BBMP against Sunday’s event also had
ago. Spearheaded by Team the practice. They hadasound MLC Narayana Swamy, BBMP
VIKAS, the campaign to reju- reason: for years, hundreds of Joint Commissioner (Mahade-
venate and maintain the lake residents had strived hard to vapura zone) Muniveerappa,
wanted more fromthe govern-  get encroachments cleared corporators S G Nagaraj and
ment, the MLA, Bangalore De- from the lake, its boundary Manjunath.
velopment Authority and partially fenced and a DH News Service
BBMP. |

Articulating their collective
desire to de-weed, completely
fence and secure the 22-acre
lake, the team members
sought an end to the incessant
inflow of untreated sewage.
They also wanted security for
women and senior citizens
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C.R. GOWRI éHANKER 1DC three months, the water
HYDERABAD,JULY 24 has begun trickling. We
| | performed a puja. The

The famed spring waters
of the Bugga Ramal-
ingeshwara Swamy tem-
pPle in Anantagiripalle
near Vikarabad, 75 km
from here, where the river
Musi originates, appears
threatened.

For ages, spring water
has fallen into Shiva
Ganga Pushkarni or
Telangana  Mahanandi
(holy tank) through the
‘mouth’ of the Nandi in
the temple premises, but
for the past three months
the water flow has
stopped.
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The water overflowing
from the Shiva Ganga
Pushkarni is the origin of
River Muchukunda or

Musi. “For three months

~-

forests  around temple
which reportedly sucks up
ground water,” said tem-
ple priest Srikant Swamy
He added, “after a gap of

—+

there has not been a drop
of water. One reason is
lack of rains and some say
it is due to the growth of
the eucalyptus trees in the

water is believed to have
medicinal values and wor-

- shipping at the temple ful-

fils one’s wishes.”

~According to ithe
Puranas, - the Bugga
Ramalingeshwara Swamy
temple is believed to have
been consecrated by Lord
Rama in the Treta Yuga.
The story goes that Lord
Rama who killed Ravana
and returned to
Rameswaram was advised
by Sage Agastya and oth-
ers to undertake penance
for killing Ravana, a
Brahmin. He was advised

to . instal Jyotirlingais.
Lord Rama is believe

have visited this area ﬁ
installed a Shiva Lingath. -
While looking for watdd
for abhishekam, he shot
an arrow into the groundd
and water sprang in g’hﬁ
shape of a balloon (bug g‘?
Hence the name Buys

- Ramalingeshwara Swamg

When contacted, Mr
Shankaran, consultant '3
the forest departmeént
said there was no scie
ic basis to show that é
eucalyptus plantation hd
dried up the sub-soil mozé
ture, thus lowering ?h%
water table and affectit
the temple. oun

d
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Moderate to heavy rains lash several parts of state

BENGALURU: A few parts of
the state continued to re-
ceive moderate to heavy
rain on Saturday.

In Hosapete taluk of Ballari
district, the parapet on the left
side of the Tungabhadra lower
bank canal breached on Satur-
day morning. At least 1,500
cusecs of water was being let
into the canal, when the para-
pet wall developed a crack and
water began to leak. The farm-
ers informed the canal’s in-
charge officer, Praveen Kumar.

Measures were taken to di-
vert the water from the canal
to the river. Further damage
was averted and repair works
were immediately taken up.
Tungabhadra dam administra-
tor board secretary D Ran-
gareddy told Deccan Herald
that the canal would be re-
paired by Sunday.

Various parts of Uttara
Kananda district received in-
cessant rain throughout the
day. In Karwar, the branches of
a huge tree fell over the govern-

turned to Chennai on July 16.

He had joined the Indian
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The water-level in Almatti dam in Bagalkot district almost reached the maximum level on Sa
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urday informed tMar te sccu wes

the building of a government school in Karwar, folowing incessant rain. oH pHoTOS

ment school, leaving the school
compound wall and a part of
the toilet partially damaged. No
casualties have been reported.
The city municipal council staff
cleared the tree later.

The Lal Bahadur Shastri

r reservoir in Nidagundi taluk in

Bagalkot district was nearly full
on Saturday. A total of 123.081
tmcft of water is stored in the
dam. According to the Krishna

Bhagya Jala Nigama Limited

(KBJNL) sources, the water lev-

el has reached the maximum
level of 519.60 metres in the
dam.

Intermittent rain continued
to lash across Dakshina Kanna-
da district on Saturday. In the
last 24 hours, the district expe-
rienced 36.1 mm of rainfall.
This includes 53.3 mm in Man-
galuru, 44 mm in Belthangady,
and 35.8 mm in Bantwal.
Kodagu district experienced
moderate rainfall. Madikeri

taluk received 15.35 mm rain-

fall. The water-level in Harangi
reservoir was 2,857.98 feet and
the inflow of water was 4,968
cusecs. Napoklu, Talacauvery
and Bhagamandala experi-
enced good rainfall.

Moderate to heavy rain con-
tinued to lash various parts of
Shivamogga district on Satur-
day. Thirthahalli, Hosanagar
and Sagar received intermittent
rain throughout the day.
Shikaripur and Sorab received
good spell of rain on Friday

et
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turday. Branches of a tree fell on

night. Shivamogga and Bhadra-
vathi received moderate rain.
The water level in Linganamak-
ki dam rose to 1,779.25 feet
against the maximum level of
1,819 feet as the catchment area
received 42.0 mm of rainfall.
The inflow of water was 9,675
cusecs. Water-level in Mani
dam rose to 579.40 metres
against the maximum level of
094.36 metres as the catch-
ment area received 28 mm of
rainfall. Chitradurga district re-
ceved moderate to heavy rain.
Holalkere, Nayakanahatti, Tu-
ravanuru, Bheemasamudra,
Hosadurga, Hiriyur and Chal-
lakere have received good rain.
DH News Service
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Assam grapples with delug
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Forest officials patrol the flooded Kaziranga National Park on Monday. pTI

B Flood situation in W The authortiessaidthe | ®An adult male rhino
Assam remains criti- deluge took away - was'drowned in a river
cal with the Brahma- chunks of mainroads, in the Park and its car-
putra overflowing and shapping connectivity, - cass was recovered
affecting nearly 12.5 and breached river on Monday near Siga
lakh people and inun- embankments, causing camp, where another
dating Kaziranga water to rush into tracks rhino was found dead
National Park of human habitation two days ago PTI
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A massive traffic jam at the Nirankari roundabout after the rain in North Deihi on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL
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ain brings relief, brace up
for a wetter week ahead
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®  NEW DELHI: The national capital
is expected receive widespread
rainfall from Tuesday.

Light rain occurred in sev-
eral parts of Delhi on Monday;,
with the maximum tempera-

B ture being recorded at 34.6°C,
normal for this time of the year.
The minimum was recorded as

¢ 28.3°C, a degree above normal.

“Weather stations at Palam
and Ridge recorded 0.8mm and

g 6.9mm rainfall during the same

period,” an official of the Met
department said.

The humidity was oscillating
between 89% and 66%.

The Met office has predicted
overcast conditions and the
possibility of moderate rains on
Tuesday Themaximumand min- R |
imum temperatures areexpected NS B2 A T C T N DAY MAX
tO bebetween 3350 and 23&0. i ;’.’f_""*"*ﬂt . : - e e RN . . N _ |

Delhihasreceived222.6mmof [P NC ray B el  Tuesday 33 | 28
rains as opposed to 239 mm that -y 2o VE S ® - !
the city receives by this time. V1. AP B - SIS ey It !V_ednesday 31
The coming four days, however, o =z S FalREd Thursday
are expected to see moderate o I, N 2 b "
rains and the small deficit is
expected to be met.

On Sunday, the maximum
temperature was recorded at
35°C, while the minimum set-
tled at 28.4°C, both anotch above
the normal.
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(with PTl inputs)
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DESPERATE MEASURES: A child cllngs to her father who is usmg a rope to cross a ﬂooded
road in Patkaua panchayat in Bihar's Kishanganj district on Sunday. — pHoto: P
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Ratnadip Choudhury

GUWAHATI, DHNS: The flood
situation in Assam and
neighbouring Arunachal
Pradesh remained grim on
sunday.

While one person died in As-
sam on Sunday, nearly 6.5 lakh
are affected by flash floods in
14 out of the 32 districts in the
state, official sources added.

Floods have ravaged
Lakhimpur, Golaghat, Mori-
gaon, Jorhat, Dhemaji,
Sivsagar, Kokrajhar, Barpeta,
Bongaigaon and Chirang in As-
sam. The army has been put
on alert across the state even
as the NDRF and the SDRF are
carrying out rescue operation
with the help of 41 boats, offi-
cial sources further added.

According to Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity’s (ASDMA) assessment re-
port on Saturday, 1039 villages
across Assam remained affect-
ed by floods till Saturday
evening and inundated nearly
50.000 hectares of cropland
across the affected districts.

Over 21,000 people have taken

shelter in 81 relief camps in
some of the flood-hit districts.

Apart from the Brahmaputra,
Dhansiri, Jai Bharali, Puthimri,
Beki Sankosh, Subansiri and
Buri Dehing rivers are flowing
above danger level. The situa-
tion might even turn more grim
in upper Assam since the hills
in neighbouring Arunachal
Pradesh received heavy rainfall
in the past 24 hours. Nearly
50.000 hectares of cropland is
under water in Assam with 1,206
villages totally marooned, offi-
cial sources further added.

On Sunday, infrastructure
damages were reported from
Jorhat, Bongaigaon, Goalpara,
Dibrugarh, Chirang and Na-
gaon districts in the state.

Meanwhile, in neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh, the flood
~situation inn the eastern part
" of the state showed no signs of
improvement on Sunday.
- Deputy Chief Minister Chowna
' Mein visited the flood-affected
" districts of Lohit, Namsai, East
Siang, Lower Dibang Valley
and Changlang to take stock of
the situation. Over 100 families
have been sent to a relief camp,
official sources from Itanagar
added. The Neo-Dehing River
is flowing above danger mark
thereby inundating huge areas
in Namsai district.

In Changlang district bor-
dering Myanmar, several low-
lying areas at Diyun and

Jairampur subdivision re-
~ained caithmerced.
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CALAMITY CONTINUES: 1- People use a banan

on Sunday: 2- Children use a boat near submerged houses in a village near Kaziranga Nationai Par

rope to cross a flooded road in Patkaua Panc

7 Flash floods hit 6.5 lakh; AT Imy Ol alert

i T - rm b -'h. _-h._-_.d-..- : . _ ) g s .. x 1. - }
1 - _.-- . l"'.-':E.' b 'l r. . .'\-.E.‘ = g .. o, [l __ - S
: . - ;’.':ﬁ . 1; ‘ " : e ek
i :"--":--'Z:":’l‘.'?.- '_,;-‘ﬂ::" = ?'F.-‘f_: “1:-??5._:% [ S, U i T A
i =
-

R - e ke T L )
A e e - ' .- R = - [k - L o e . y ]
e e - _.::'--l_'_.-.d-.n.--_.-r e L. T om - [ b . . . L1
RO P o o il L =oy Rrar |t LGP Tl e .
itk PRSP TRCE - - :-.#r.'..r L = ,
. s T ' ’ -

- _.:J-.._-\..

. A
-‘: Fﬁ' M . 1,

.
- H r Py - -1 - o e N .
i s it T R T 5
T e - = = W ] A R P
e e oA L Fie 5
- .. e d S £, = oo Sl R i
T oAt t_.'_g-:r,r"’t-_.': L™ --‘_"_.: :..r-i s Ddem o -
- - r - L3
Lo L -

a raft to commute in a flooded area after heavy rain

hayat in Kishanganj district of Bihar. pT

Many families rendered homeless

NEW DELHI, PTi: The flood
situation in Arunachal
Pradesh deteriorated on Sun-
day with flood water inundat-
ing newer areas. |
While the Southwest Mon-
soon has been vigorous over
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim and active over
Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-.
laya, scattered ramns were ob-
served in the national capital
Showers kept the tempera-
ture in comfortable levels in
New Dethi. The maximum
temperature recorded in the
national capital was 35 degrees

Celsius while the minimum
settled at 28.4 degrees, both a
notch above the normal.

TIn Arunachal Pradesh, with

heavy to very heavy rainfall at
isolated places, the flood situa-

" tion deteriorated in several

districts as new areas got in-
undated and over 100 families
rendered homeless.

The Noa-Dehing River
flooded the entire Lekang cir-
cle, while the entire Namsai
Township and its adjoining vil-
lages, mostly under Piyong
circle, are badly affected.

Water in the Noa-Dehing

and Jengthu rivers is flowing
above the danger mark, a re-
port from Namsai said.

The flood situation under
Chongkham circle also re-
mains grim as the water level
of the Lohit, Kamlang, -
Berreng, Tengapani rvers and
its tributaries is rapidly in-
creasing. The worst affected
areas are Gunanagar, Alubari,
Injo, Insa, Pangkhao and
Kherem.

Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein visited the
flood-affected districts to take
stock of the situation.
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Adyar river which overflowed during the December deluge to be main focus
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OPERATION CLEAN-UP: The Water Resources Department has asked for additional funds to remove sandbars and weeds, and
dredge vulnerable portions of the

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAL Adyar river, which
was in spate during the tox-
rential downpour last year,
will be given priority in the
monsoon  preparedness
project to be taken up
shortly.

The city’s major water-
" ways, clogged with weeds,
may soon be clear as the
Water Resources Depart-
ment has sent a proposal to
the State government seek-
ing funds for dredging wa-
terways running to a total
distance of 100 km in and
around the city and prevent
flooding.

Every year, the Water Re-
sources Department de-
silts major waterways and
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surplus channels of water
bodies in and around the
city ahead of the Northeas

monsoon. ' -

Normally, the govern- |

ment would sanction up to
Rs. 4 crore towards desilt-
ing of waterways ahead of
the monsoon. This year, ad-

ditional funds have been

sought to carry out the
works in more stretches
particularly in the 42-km
Adyar river.

Sources in the depart-
ment said besides the ef-
forts to remove sand bars
from Adyar and Cooum riv-
er mouths, works would be
taken up to remove weeds
and dredge the vulnerable
portions of Adyar river
from the origin near sur-
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Adyar river (in picture). — FILEPHOTO

plus channels of Adanur
tank to the estuary. Some of
the points identified in-
clude Jaffarkhanpet and
Manapakkam.
Awaiting order

“We want to carry out
the works much ahead of
the monsoon this time and
have sent estimates to the
government. Usually, wo rk
is executed in September.
This year, we hope to take
up the work by mid-August
once a government order is
obtained,” said an official.

Besides the various

stretches of Buckingham
canal extending from En-

nore to Muttukadu, Viru-

gambakkam-Arumbakkam
canal, Otteri Nullah, Ok-
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kiam Maduvu and Veeran-
gal Odai would also be
cleared of garbage and veg-
etation. |

However, the stretch of
Cooum river falling under
city limits may not be 1n-
cluded in the monsoon pre-
paredness work as the wa-
terway is being restored
under the Integrated
Cooum River Eco-Restora-
tion Plan.

Surplus channels of sev-
eral tanks, including Mana-
pakkam and Kolapakkam,
Thanikachalam Nagar
drain in Madhavaram, Pat-
taravakkam canal in Am-
battur would also be clear-
ed of obstructions. The
work would be carried out
till the end of December.
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People use a rope to cross a flood road in Patkaua Panchayat in Kishanganj district of Bihar cn Sunday;
(Right) A rhino wades through flood waters at the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary |

Times News NETWORK

Guwahati/Itanagar: With
* no respite from the weather,
. thefloodsituation continued
. toremaingrimin Assamand
. Arunachal Pradesh on Sun-
. day. One more person died
: andover six lakh people have

been affected in Assam while

over-100 families in Aruna-
chal were homeless.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA)reported thedeath
of one person in Lakhimpur
district’s North Lakhimpur
area on Sunday, where over
50,000 people in 130 villages
have been affected. Seven pe-
ople have died this month in
thefloods. :

A total of 1,206 villages in
14 districts have been affec-
ted by the deluge, with Goal-
para and Tinsukia being the
worst affected districts.“Life

in the numerous chars (sand:

islands on Brahmaputra) in
Barpeta is miserable. Lives-
tocksaredyingand therelsa
possibility of an epidemic.
In almost all chars I visited,
the waters are at knee-high
level,” social activist Abdul
Kalam Azad'said.

Arunachal deputy chief -

- minister Chowna Mein, who
. flewtothestate capitalonSa-

~ after the Meteorological department predicted another

3— red alert was sounded across Uttarakhand on Sunday

spell of heavy to very heavy rains in parts of the hill state,

‘whichis still coming to terms with the widespread devastation

caused by the heavy monsoon showers. At least 35 peopte lost
their lives and hundreds of big and small roads were damaged
due tothe rains, which started lashing the state fromjuly1.0n
sunday, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD)issued a
warning of heavy to very heavy rainfallat some placesinthe
state from Monday evening onwards.

“Another heavy spell of rainfall is likety to hit Uttarakhand
from July 25 evening to July 28. During the three days,
widespread rainfallis expected totake place with possibility of
heavy to very heavy rainfall ata few places. Some stations might
also witness extremely heavy rain,” Bikram Singh, director,

- der the instructions of chief

Meteorological Centre, told TOI.

#__———-#

turday from New Delhi un- affected districts to be inten-
sified. The rising Brahmput-

minister Pema Khandu, visi-
ted the flood-affected dis-
tricts of Lohit, Namsai, East
Siang, Lowér Dibang Valley
and Changlang to take stock
of the'situation.

“Leave no stone untur-
ned in order to help mitigate
theproblem,” Meinsaid.

Assam CM Sarbananda
Sonowal on Sunday revie-
wed the flood situation with
water: resources minister
Keshab Mahanta, rural deve-
lopmenit minister Naba Ku-

mar Doley. Sonowal has gi-

ven instructions for the re-
scueand relief operations in

ra has also inundated vast
swathes of the Kaziranga
National Park as well as the
Dibru Saikhowa National
Park, a hahitat for wild butta-
loes and ekphants in upper

- Assam’s Tinsukia district.

“About 0% of the 430-sq

km area of Kaziranga is un-

der water. There isalikeliho-
od of more areas getting in-
undated as the water level is
rising. However, as of now,
there has been no large-scale
migration of animals to hig-
her grounds,” Kaziranga di-
visionral forest officer Suva-
sish Dassaid.
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under afiood-likesituation =~ InNandurbar,morethan30 |,. . . . . =~ -, ;mﬁ}i A 5 P
as heavy downpour contin-  houses were damaged due to ..~ ... .0 L el B -
uved on Tuesday,evenassiXx heavyrain. |
more rain-related deaths A report from Pune said that
were reported, taking the Khadakwasla dam, that sup-
tolito 16 infour days. plies drinking water to the city,
B was full to the brim and excess
. Going by the forecast of the water wasreleased to the Mula
Mumbai-based Regional Me- river. On the other hand, in
‘teorological Observatory of the - Pune’s Malshej Ghats, the de-
IMD, there appears to be no bris from the landslide was re-
let-up in rain and it is going to moved. . \
continue for thenext coupleof  In Nashik’s Niphad taluka,
days. three fishermen were stranded
“Rain/thundershowers are nearasmall river while fishing.
likely to occur at many places - In another case, six fishermen
over Konkan-Goa, afewplaces were rescued from an isolated
over Madhya Maharashtra, at place near Palkhed dam in
isolated places over Marathwa- Nashik district, as they found
da and Gujarat,” the weather- themselvesonanisland aswa-
men said in its outlook till Sat- ter was released.
urday. - Partsof Rajapur town in Rat- _
The Wainganga river, which nagiri and Kharephatan in " . T e B s
flows along theborder of Chan- Sindhudurg in the coastal B e e IS N e Bt B
drapur and Gadchiroli districts Konkan belt continue to be in G e nT TR e, BT TR e
in Vidarbha region, swelled knee-deep water for the second - B N O A : |
Tk Ro Ty g (08 S SR VA (L BT T Tl s Ta i (VR (Ol PRECARIO!S PASS: Khasi tribal villagers use a bamboo bridge to cross Shree River in Kamrup district of Assarr. o1, Monday. #1
“capsized. While eight of them ceived heavy rainfall and the
'were resctied, two went miss- road traffic between Kolhapur-
ing and the chances of their Goa was badly affected as wa-
survival are bleak. Search for ter level rose along the roads.
them is on. More than 200 vil- Hatnur dam at Bhusawal too
lages and hamlets in the twin received good rainfall and all
districts are cut-off due to in- the-gates had to be opened to
undation. Communication sys- release water.
tems have broken down and DH News Service

13

) H%:‘_'._
) 'I'
o

L 3

L] .

SRE g 3R A LN
1 P T i -

= .

M .t ) . Sev e s oge U L D . LR . LR ek A 1] ‘ 5
B e .t . o’ - ke T el bre i Pt . - O B Ce L Rege: e
N :.- i s : - .I : o ._!_..l: ; -ﬂ#... ;.:‘ : .,‘i:% ‘g - 'L""_ F'?.-'.-'. .'.'«-. l{f‘ %_. :5 N hil‘; "l|. E{:‘H Ry - '-I"ﬂ: Co o b .-'\-" - R ; --F L
=y - Foaas v- - I .*'?E'- - -’.ir;.'r . ﬂ.c::_;,m k. j SFE Laghy T 1 Ry DA AR ol
. " o - TR - o) g5 = Y '

. ] i .'. - . ' . o r
) -t : X : RYENF O - - Moogdr O ey T |
; L4, 2 R N T ¢ F\- ' ) g : TR
= : I.I o H i .-:_l. . _r-l - _?ﬁ‘_:l‘lr.._r.- :t_'r_#.i . {’fﬁ . Y F I .ul:';\.-l r. . l"_‘!, w )
3 N L r I' r TrE v £ ‘r‘-.-‘l::-- . -17.&7:-!-.3' ; B !-.::‘.!I“'.. H H ; i e ' o * r

Do kg




4

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
ATATIA STISFA ( et )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu { Chennai )

N
m?.@%bﬁf).%.ﬁmwwimﬁmwl S@ AFTAT AATATS

«FHe Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

f&egodiet ( aeeT )

“ﬁ{*’m—“;ﬁ?‘—

M

ore than 200 Vllfages

affected by flood
- in Barpeta dist -

CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, July 23: The cur-

rent wave of flood has turn crit-
ical in Barpeta district and more
than two hundred villages have

. been affected so far. Most of the

river’s flowing through the dis-
trict are flowing above the dan-

- ger mark and 1s show rising

trend. As a result the overall
situation 1s likely to be deterio-
rated in the next few days.

‘In Baghbar circle alone 97
villages are reeling under flood
while the affected villages un-
der Kalgachia revenue circle

1S 46. Beki has already

breached 1its emhankment at
Kamarpara Khatakuci area and
continues devastating erosion
at Bardanga. It's embankment
in several parts have become
vulnerable. |

Flood water of Brahmaputra
has entered through the bro-
ken Ring Bund at Bhogerpar
where the mighty river has
created panic by eroding thou-

sands of hectares of land during

the last few days. Tihu, Bur-

euue,afdw it .
Meanwhlle the erosion of

Beki has threatened the exist-

ence of the main link road to

Manas National Park the Bar-

petaroad Bansbari road. It is -
fast approaching to theroad at |

Safakamar. The -authorities
have done palliative works
since yesterday. If it does not

work properly the important
road may be erased from the

map of Barpeta district.

The erosion of Beki has also
turned cnitical at Narayanguri
the picnic spot near the World
Heritage site. The scenic beau-

ty of Narayanguri has Already

been eroded and the embank
merit 1§ at stake.

Mongaon Correspondent
adds: The overall flood situa-

tion in Morigaon district incen-

tral Assam took a grim turn t05
day as the Brahmaputra and its
three tributaries namiely Kopi-

- Ii, Kolong and Kiling are flow-

ing above the danger level with-
in the area of Morigaon district.

The worst affected Bhura-
gaon and Mayong revenue cir-
cles of the district have been
facing fresh wave flood affect-
ing more than 80,000 people.
‘The Pobitora Wildlife Sanctu-

hadia and Kaldia have inundat-
% ﬂmmm
Sartheban rev

~ the floed.. Meanwhile, 50 per

cent areas. of the sanctuary
were inundated. .
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A part of the DK Road connecting Dhubri and Gossaigaon near Kumarganj washed away by
the rising waters of Gangadhar River on Saturday. - UB photos
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GUWAHATI, July 23:
Floods in the State have
claimed two lives and affect-
ed over five lakh people in
14 districts of the State, be-
sides inundating the Ka-
ziranga National Park and
the Pobitora Wildlife Sanc-
tuary along with the Dibru-
Satkhowa National Park.

One person died in North
Lakhimpur town and another
at Mayong in Morigain dis-
trict, the Assam State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(ASDMA) said.

The swollen Brahmaputra
river and its tributaries have
overflown their banks in La-

tuary, the densest habitat of one-

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

khimpur, Golaghat, Morigaon,
Jorhat, Dhemayji, Sivasagar, Di-
brugarh, Nagaon, Chirang,
Kokrajhar, Barpeta, Bon-
gaigaon, Nagaon and Dhubri
districts. As many as 1,039 vil-
lages 1n these 14 districts have
been submerged. People are
taking shelter on roads, bridg-
es and relief camps, officials said.

Large areas of the Kaziranga
National Park and the Dibru-
Saitkhowa National Park have
been flooded, forcing animals to
take refuge on platforms built
for their succour, Forest De-
partment officials said.

The Pobitora Wildlife Sanc-

TR

Flood claims two
lives 1n State

hormed rhinos, in Morigaon dis-
trict-has half of its area inundat-
ed, forcing all wild animals to
seek shelter on nearby high-
lands. Several link roads to Po-
bitora have also been sub-
merged, the officials added.
Informing that the flood has
overrun 47,000 hectares of
cropland, the ASDMA said 70
relief camps and seven relief
distribution centres have been
opened to give shelter to
21,549 flood-hit people.
However, people who are
still marooned alleged that
sufficient relief materials from
the Government have not
reached them. — PTI
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BENGALURU, DHNS: Monson
was active in most parts of the
state on Sunday. Several dis-
tricts received good showers for
a few hours.

Gajendragad and the twin
towns of Gadag-Begateri in
Gadag district received good
showers, accompanied with
gusty winds for more than hour
on Sunday noon. Mundaragi,
Dambal, Lakshmeshwar, Nara-
gund, Ron and Shirhatti taluks
recetved continuous drizzles
. from morning till evening. The
district has so far received total
13.6 mm of rainfall in July.

Heavy rain lashed several

parts of Uttara Kannada district

on Sunday.

Monsoon was active-in-the

coastal region, the Malnad re-
gion and the plains. Bhatkal,
Honnavar, Kumta, Ankola and
Karwar witnessed heavy rains
for at least five hours.

Halilyal and Joida received
moderate rain. Most of the low-
lying areas and roads were in-
undated and rainwater gushed
into several houses. Monsoon
picked up Sirsi, Siddapur and
Yellapur regions, with all the
three places recording intermit-
tent rains on Sunday.

For the last several days,
- Haveridistrict has been witness-
- ing incessant rain and it contin-
" ued on Sunday also. The over-
cast skies opened up in the
' afternoon. With Sunday being
- a holiday, most of the roads
wore a deserted look.

Byadagi, Ranebennur, Shig-
gaon, Hirekerur, Haveri, Hana-
. galand Savanur taluks have also
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A car navigates on the inundated Green Stre

et Road in

Kaswar as heavy rain lashed the town on Sunday. bH PHoTO

received good showers. The dis-
trict also received good rain on
Saturday night.

Skies remained overcast in
most parts of Chitradurga dis-
trict, while the city and the sur-
rounding regions received good
showers.

Most parts of district received
heavy rain on Saturday night
also. On Sunday afternoon, till
late in the evening, several parts
of the district received mild to
heavy showers. Molakalmuru,
Challakere, Hiriyuru, Bharam-
sagar, Sirigere and Holalkere
taluks also received good rains.

Though intermittent rain
lashed parts of Dakshina Kan-
nada district on Sunday morn-
Ing, it receded by afternoon.

Kodagu district experienced
12.3 mm rainfall in the last 24
hours. Madikeri taluk received

29.2 mm and Virajpet taluk—
5.3 mm rainfall.

The water-level in Harangi
reservoir stood at 2,858.21 feet.
The inflow of water was 5,656
cusecs, while 4,747 cusecs wa-
ter is released into the river.

Dharwad district received in-
cessant rain throughout the day,. |

Though it was a sunny day, by
noon, the skies were overcast
and incessant rain continued to
lash till late evening. Heavy rains
lashed Khanapur and surround-
ing villages for more than two
hours in Belagavi. |

With the taluk witnessing
good rains, the Rivers Mala-
prabha and Mahadayi are full.
Alatri, Mangetri, Bail, Banduri
and other steams are also in
spate. Rains were reported in
Athani, Raibag and other
taluks.




