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Tracking monsoon footprints

- Most parts of the country experienced normal rainfall with Rajasthan witnessing excess rains.
However,,s_tqtes like Tamil Nadu and Telanganavfeceived less rainfall than they had till last week
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The southwest monsoon has Large rainfall deficits in many : Pulses acreage was down 17.63%,
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been 3% deficient so far, affecting
sowing of key crops. Until July 20,
ry the total area under summer crops

~ was 9.31% less than the
corresponding period last year.

states have led to sluggish sowing
of paddy, pulses and coarse
cereals, data from the agriculture
ministry show. The area under rice
was 12.43% below average due to
sub-par rains in UP, Bihar, Bengal

while that of coarse cereals lagged
by 10.57%. Oilseeds acreage is near
normal levels at -0.09%. Sowing of
cotton has been lower by 11.09%.
Sugarcane is the only major crop
with a surplus area of 1.61%
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- mowdebating KMSPscan

deguatelysuppdrtfann-

ions”. Thlstnggeredthedebate -
3 MSPsﬁaVebeen"‘maﬁequa o

“ineffective” and “inefficient”,
‘wroteeconomists THaqueand PK

oshiinarecentpaperinthepeer- -

-eviewed academic journal the

g | EconomicandPolitical Weekly. -
- Thecostofcultivation. towhich -

on a weighted all-India average. . ;

; Thlsdo%notguaranteeequalpmf p

~ MSPs have also failed to keep
pacemmnsmgmputcosts o

- For instance, taking into
‘account comprehensive cultiva-
- tion costs between 2004-05 and -

2014-15, costs of growing paddy

‘grew by 11.2% annually in Bihar
*-and 11.9% in West Bengal, while
~ the paddy MSP increased at the .
‘rateof10.6%annually. .~ -

s

callydependent atleastmthecase

d wheat -- on MSP-backed procurement programme Yet,
‘MSPsbenefitveryfew farmers.Only 32.2% of paddy growersand39.2%
‘heatfarmers were aware of MSP, as per 70th National Sample Sur-

ey for 2012-13. Crucially, only 13.5% rice fanne'rs and 162% wheat

farmerswereableat MSPs.

Procurement of wheat is done mostly from Pll[l]a‘ , Haryana and

. MadhyaPrad&eh, whilericetoPunjab, Chhatbsgarh,AndhraPrad%h,
~Haryana. Formajority of producelike maize, coarse cereals, soybeans

| andoilseeds, MSPis hardly backed by governmentprocurement.

in a]l the regions

d all the crops considered

- importantfor providing pricesupport,”itstates.

- Theprice deficiency model, which Madhya
- Pradeshexperimented with,ma;
‘Butit, too, hasaflipside.
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NEW DELHI: Peeved with the Delhi
Jal Board’s(DJB) tardy effortsin
cleaning the Yamuna, the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
on Wednesday directed the water
utility to putin place a ‘suitable

officer’ who can expedite the.
7° plants (STPs) should be set up,

work.

NGT Chairperson AK Goel said.
The Yamuna river flows for
around46kminDelhiandisless
than two percent of the river’s
entire length but the national
Capital contributes tonearly 70%
oftheriver’s pollution.
TheNGT hadinits January 13,
2015 order laid out in detail the
points where sewage treatment

The green court criticised thé\ layingofsewerlinesand upgrade

DJB, saying no “meaningful/

of sewer systems,amongothers.

progress” had been made in thej\_ The NGT, however, observed
S th

lastthreeyears.

“Despite proceedings in the
caseinthelastthreeyears, there
isno meaningful progressat the
ground level. It does appear that
the presentin-charge may notbe
competent enoughtohandlethe
issue. Today, we are in a failure
situation,” a bench headed by
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atwork on 14 STPs hasnot yet
taken off despiteits 2015 order on
the river’s rejuvenation. Two
STPsat Najafgarh and Delhi Gate
weresupposed to bringdown the
river’s pollution by over 60%.

Thetribunal whileexpressing
itsdispleasuredirected the DJB’s
chief executive officer to put in

~

place an officer who can ensure
work on the 14 treatment plants
startsinamonth. TheDJBhasto
filean affidavitintwo weeks.

“We don’t want useless and
incompetent people who have
failed us, the people and the coun-
try,” the bench observed.

“Theworkonthe14STPsisyet
totake off. Theassembly commit-
tee had made somerecommenda-
tions on the flow of the water to
the STPs which we are address-
ing at the moment. Work would
startsoon,” asenior official of the
DJB, who didn’t wish to be
named, said.

The bench also directed the
Haryana government to file an
affidavit on what measures had
been ‘taken to ensure
that no untreated effluents flow
intotheriver.

Appoint suitable person to clean Yamuna: NG'T

=

= The green court criticised the DJB, saying no meaningful progress
had been made in cleaning the Yamuna. BURHAAN KINU/HT
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J.HARSHA

ountiful rainfall or above nor-

mal rainfall is always a matter

of euphoria for Indian agricul-

ture. Because the expectionsfrom
such bountiful rainfall are larger net sown
area, increased irrigation potential,
higher crop productivity, bumper har-
vest, higher farmerincome, lowerinfla-
tionandabigboostto ruraland nation-
al economy.

But bountiful or above normal
rainfall can be deceptive. This is
because contrary to
expectations,bountiful rainfall doesn't
always mean water to all farms and
farmers in the irrigated lands.The real-
ity could be different due to anumber
of invisiblé factors existing in India's
irrigated agriculture.

In fact, rains may not be trans-
forming into water to all farms and
farmers leading to irrigation gaps. The
irrigation gaps are invisible and so are
lower net sown areas, lower irrigation
potential, lower crop productivity,
- lower farmer income and farmer sui-
cides, all of which gets blindsided by
the euphoria of higher rainfall.

According to the erstwhile Plan-
ning Commission, irrigation gap exists
between irrigation potential created
(IPC) and irrigation potential utilisa-
tion (IPU) in its vast irrigated lands or
canal command areas (IPC means the
total gross area proposed to be irrigat-
ed under different crops in a year; and
IPU is the gross area actually able to
be irrigated in the same year)

At the end of the Xth Plan, India's
irrigation potential created (IPC) from
major/medium projects stood at 41.64
mha as against the irrigation potential
utilisation (IPU) of 33.74 mha with an
IPC-IPU gap of 7.90 mha. This is
according to the working group of the
erstwhile Planning Commission. There
is no data after the Xth Plan; but the
gap is widening, says the Government
of India. Studies conducted by four
Indian Institutes of Management iden-
tified wide ranging causes for this
widening irrigation gap.

Some of them are lack of opera-
tion and maintenance of the canal net-
work by project authorities under state
governments, incomplete distribution
system, non?completion of command
area development works, changes in
cropping pattern, and diversion of irri-
gated land to other purposes.

Irrigation canal commands are
vast and run into thousands of square
kilometers. The canal network consists
of main canals with higher discharge

works. The main canals alone cannot
distribute water to all parts of the com-
mand area. So, there are distributaries
of smaller discharge capacities that
possess outlets at planned intervals
along their length. From the outlets,
the field irrigation channels (FICs) hav-
ing lowest discharge capacity carry
water to all farms in the command
area. So, in any irrigation land, it is the
FICs that function as arteries trans-
porting water from the outlets of main
canal/distributaries to individual farms
across the command area.

The length of the canal network,
including FICs,runs into thousands of
kilometers with FICs possessing the
longest length. The canal network in
India, from the main canal to FICsis
concrete-lined in order to avoid seep-
age of water into the ground and to
maintain the design discharge so as to
deliver water to the remotest corners of
the command area. Generally, the
canal commands in India are not criss-
crossed with highways or well-laid
roads or even service roads. The ter-
rain is harsh and full of jungles. There
are no proper service roads even to
approach and move along the main
canals or distributaries. At best, there
could beearthen roads built across
major canals that are rarely conducive
for a four-wheeled vehicle. As far as
FICs are concerned, it is difficult to
even move by foot. So, it is absolutely
impossible to verify every part of the
canal network and validate the irriga-
tion potential creation and irrigation
potential utilisation due to spatial con-
straints.

Then, due to the expanse and
inaccessible terrain, it is impossible to
verify and validate main canals, dis-
tributaries and FICs within a span of a
week or even a month. So, a visit to a
project for a day or two reveals nothing

capacity, taking off from dam head-

e

about the potential utilisation. The fact
that the canal network in a vast com-
mand area is difficult to monitor.due to
spatial and temporal constraints gives
enough room for vested interests to
manipulate, evade accountability and
hide the ever-widening irrigation gap
and the resulting consequences on
farmers' lives. These constraints serve
as excellent opportunities for irrigation
bureaucracies to evade scrutiny by any
of the institutional checks and bal-
ances that exist at present:

Therefore, any data/statistics per-
taining to IPC and IPU are suspect and
any statistical blitz pertaining to suc-
cess of irrigation potential utilisation
by vested interests could be false. In
large parts of the 41.64 mha of canal
commands, the IPU may be overstated
or may not exist or exist only on paper!

In the XIIth Plan (2012-2017), to
stemn and reverse the widening irriga-
tion gap, Government of India
revamped earlier schemes of Acceler-
ated Irrigation Benefit Program (AIBP),
Command Area Development and
Water Management (CAD&WM),
Watershed Management and launched
PradhanMantriKrishiSinchaiYojana
(PMSKY) in 2016..

This scheme envisaged higher
water use efficiency, HarKhetKoPani,
“Per Drop More Crop” in the irrigated
commands.

But the current policy discourse
seems to rely on the false premise that
the irrigation gap can be closed by
“funds”. That too inadequate funds!

In canal irrigation, concrete lining
of the canal network, (particularly for
the FICs connecting outlets to farms),
is the very important engineering
intervention to stop seepage of water
from the sides and bed of canals.
Therefore, arresting seepage is a strate-
gy to achieve higher water use efficien-
cv

But, in large parts of irrigated
lands, the FICs are bereft of any con-
crete lining precisely due to paucity of
funds, lethargy of the irrigation
bureaucracy and/or corruption
entrenched due to lack of accountabil-
ity arising out of spatial and temporal
constraints to data collection and vali-

dation.

The current level of funding under

" various schemes is sufficient to line the

FICs with concrete only up to one-
third of their length, say some project
authorities on condition of anonymity;
and the balance two-thirds. are left
unlined or in excavated condition
across a vast command area.

These unlined/excavated FICs
disappear in just one monsoon season
due to filling of soil by rains or tilling by
farmers or due to their incapability: to
maintain them. With the disappear-

ance of FICs as well as poor mainte--.

nance of other parts of the canal net-
work, water use efficiency plummets
and water fails to reach the majority of
the farms leading to failure of Har Khet
Ko Pani.

Thus, there could be bountiful
monsoons in the catchment area, but
this doesnot mean water to the irrigat-
ed lands. While policy makers find it
expensive for governments to con-
struct and maintain FICs, they wrongly
assumethat poor and marginal farmers
possessing landholdingsof less than 1
ha are fully capable to construct, line
and maintain these FICs under Water
user associations (WUA). In reality,
farmers in India are so diverse that they
do not belong to one culture, sect or
tradition, or belong to one religion,
caste, language and dialect even within
an irrigation project. They aren't loyal
to any single political affiliation. Tail-
end farmers do not trust the farmers
in head reaches.

So, itis naive on the part of policy
makers to expect fully functional WUAs
to plug the irrigation gap, construct
FICs, line the FICs with concrete, and
maintain them through their own
funds. Therefore, one of the oldest gov-
ernment schemes, namely CAD&WM
makes such a flawed assumption that
water users are capable enough to
maintain thousands of kilometers of
FICs. Lack of irrigation is attributed as
one of the causes of poor agricultural
performance and suicides in the farm
sector. However, attention has been
successfully diverted by policy makers
towards rainfed areas instead of the
heavily invested large canal command
areas of major/medium irrigation pro-

mmmv e vese mnuoaEl IFTIZAUIVI decelt

existent irrigation infrastructure.

In fact, India’s failure to deliver
water in time in adequate quantities to
every small landholding (< 1 hectare)
belonging to marginal farmers (consti-
tuting 85 per cent of total farmers) cul-
tivating in 43.64 million hectares (mha)
of canal irrigated commands never
finds mention in any of the suicide
records and agriculture performance
discourse. -

The point is that the area under
dilapidated and non-existent irrigationt
infrastructure within the 43.74 mha of
the canal command area is never dis-
closed and therefore remains largely
invisible to the nation.

The impact of this great Indian
irrigation deceit is enormous on agri-
culture performance. The failure to
deliver water in time, despite bountiful
monsoons, lead$ to low water use effi-
ciency, loss of crops, variation in crop
productivity and rising costs thereby
straining the financial position of the
farmers and leading to distress. Indi-
an agriculture contributes 16 per cent
to GDP. With over 50 per cent of the
workforce employed in agriculture sec-
tor, it supports livelihoods of 55 per
cent of India's population (about 700
million). Therefore, poor agricultural
performance, farmer distress and infla-
tion, possess larger political and social
ramifications, all of which can hold
back the Indian economy. Bountiful
monsoons don't mean bountiful water
to all parts of the irrigated lands of
India. This is due to the ever-widening
irrigation gapprecisely due to flawed
assumptions of various irrigation
polices, schemes and programmes,
spatial and temporal constraints, lack
of transparency, deficiencies and
drawbacks arising out of lack of
accountability in the canal command
area.

The sooner governments
acknowledge the deficiencies of irriga-
tion sector, apply remedial measures
to policies and schemes and make a
turnaround in the canal command
areas, the better it will be for farmers,
agriculture sector, the Indian econo-
my and the nation.

Therefore, unless irrigation
schemes in India are conceived with
honesty and transparency reflecting
the ground realities, they will continue
to be disastrous to the agriculture sec-
tor. Farmers and their families face dis-
tress for reasons that remain hidden
from public gaze.

The writer is Director, Central water
commission Governmant nf india
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ujarat farmers put all their
eggs in cotton basket

Farmer Dhiru Rajput in his cotton field in Chuli \}illag,e of Su,rendranagat. Gopal Kate '

iya o

GOPALKATESHIYA
SURENDRANAGAR (GUJARAT), JULY 25

cotton. Afterharvesting (over three pickings |
from early-October to end-December), I can

“You can see these dhefa (sun-baked hard-
ened lumps of soil) and understand how it~
tle it has rained. One good rain can melt
them, but we are still waiting for that shower
in this monsoon season,” remarks Dhiru
Rajput, as he surveys the swaying cotton
crop on his 1.25-hectare field adjoining State
Highway 7 in Chuli village of Surendranagar
district's Dhrangadhra taluka,

The 32-year-old is, however, among the
few lucky farmers in Surendranagar and -
neighbouring Morbi district having access to
groundwater. It has enabled them to plant
their favoirite crop — cotton — despite scanty
rains inJuly, with hardly a week left of what

- ing the winter season,” he points out.”

the 100-feet-deep openwell in hisfield can-
* not supply water beyond early-November,
“If I grow groundnut (which has a shorter
100-120 days duration, as against 180-200

. leftforasecond Mntercrochan,Ehen, only .
plant asingle crop of cotton,” he says.
 Khacharwas able to harvest only 40
‘quintals from his three hectares last year, .
thanks to a gulabi eyal

long-staple varieties. “This land is ideal for ¢

. alsotake jeera (cumin seed) and omon dur—

Shivraj Khachar of Gosal village in -
Surendranagar’s Sayla taluka, too, has opted
tosow coftonin hisentire three-hectare hold-
ing. For him, though, there’s little choice, as

days for cotton), there is not enough water :
. talukas of Morbi have so far recorded only -
* 57mm(12 per cent of average) and 77 mm

.Morbi(from 198 1hto 1,04 1h), while risingin

Amreli (from 3.74 1h to 4.01 Ih) and'
Bhavnagar (from 211 hto 215 Ih) and de-
clining marginal

Dhrangadhm tal o which Ralput's v11- :
lage belongs, hasreceived barely 10 millime-
ters (mm) 13in since june 1-less than two

- per centofits 534 mm annual average pre-

cipitation. Likewise, Halvad and Maliya

- (16 per cent), respﬁcnvely And these hap--
-pento be major cotton»grovwng areas.
“In many vxllages of

is normally the year’s wettest month. The  (pink bollworm) attack -

dhefa notwithstanding, Rajput believes that - late in the season. He also - Thﬁ ongomg US'Chma ’ clermg the Little Rann of -
his late-May sown crop looks good enough - gotan average rate of just - trade tensums maylead  Kutch,wheretheground-
toyield over40 quintals of kapas (un-ginned ' Rs 4,250 per quintal. *I - water is salty and hence
seed cotton) per hectare. “Tltere’s enough - have onlyll:'l’mitedfholding toincreasein demand N table forirrigation,
water in my bore-well to irrigate this crop. - capacity and cannot wait for mdlan COtton - itisonly therelease of the
I'm praying for rains only because it will re- for prices to rise. My hope overseas. Ifexports g0 ‘Narmada River waters -
duce my electricity bill,” he explains. this time is that there will s Wlll hard eni _ from the Maliya Branch
Rajputowns 11 hectares in all, compris-  be no gulabi eyal and | up, DI‘ICE . Canal about.two weeks
ing four fields including the one next tothe - prices, too, are better,” | the domestlc,market - ago that has enabled
state highway. His second plot of four :  addsthe30-year-old, who : L - farmers like : Amrutlal
hectares - which he has given to a share-  isaware thatthe Narendra Bhpramya to even take up'
cropper who retains 28 per cent of the har- - Modigovernment has raised the MSP forthis - sowing.
vested produce — also has a bore-well. “I .~ year's cotton crop to Rs 5,450 per
wanted him (the share-cropper)togrowcas- - notsure about realising that pric

tor, but he has also ended up planting cot-
ton on two hectares”, notes Rajput, whose
other two fields are rain-fed, in which he
mainly cultivates jowar (sorghum) fodder
for his three cows and three buffaloes.

Last year, Rajput could harvest only 30
quintals of kapas from his 1.25-hectare field,
because of too much rain, in contrast to this
time's. But his average realisation of Rs 5,000
perquintal was more than the Centre's min-
imum support price (MSP) of Rs 4,320 for

. Gujarat - India’s top cotton producing
state. and No. 2 in acreage behind

~ ason]July24,compared tothe 25.841hinthe
corresponding period of 2017, The

cotton belt, has recordeda dropinsown area

Maharashtra - has seen 21.84 lakh hectares =
(Ih)area being planted under the fibre crop -

Saurashtra region, whichis the state's main '
from 1843 Ihto 1529 1h. Within Saurashtra,

“the progressive acreage has fallen sharplyin
Surendranagar (from 3.90th to2.56 Ih)and |

cropis, ‘moreover, susceptible mlxaxclmg by

nilgai (blue bull), wild boars and wild asses

(for whom the Little Ra,nn isa sanctuary) :

Lastyear, 1 harvested anaverage kapasyield

~ of37quintals perhectare overthree picking

. and also grew jeeraand wheat in the winter
\season. This time, given the delayed sowing,

- Imay be able to grow just a fodder crop after

cotton,” admits Bhoraniya, who, along with
his two brothers, farms nine hectares in
Dhulkot village of Halvad. -

lymRa‘fkot(from 2.38lhto
- This, in spx te of good rainfall in the main

i eived very goodrains
in the current monsoon season this has not )

ad and Maliya bor- -

While cotton acreage may eventually |
-reach its normal average, farmers have not
- beenvery keento grow groundnut, the sec-

ond most important cash crop of Gujarat.

junagaclh. ‘Gir Somnath, Porbandar,
, Bhavnagar and Rajkot |

j groundnutacreagein
; GUJaratWas only 11. 30111 against 16.02 1h |

Devbhum1 Dwarka

during the same period last year. In2017-18,

the state produced a record 32 lakh tonnes

crop, resultingin prices crashing well below

the MSP of Rs 4,500 per quintal, inclusive of

quintal, despite the Centre announcinga fur-

ther MSP hike for the 2018 19 crop to &L

4,890 per qulntal f
According to traders, the pnce outlook

for cottonis bullish. India produced 36.5 lakh
 bales (Ib) of cotton'in 2017-18. The Cotton ..
Association of India has projected closing

stocks for the year ended September 30,
2018 at 22 Ib, lower than the previous year's
level of 36.07 Ib. “The carry-forward for the
new seasonis low and the ongoing US-China
trade tensions may lead to further increase
in demand for Indian cotton overseas. If ex-

ports (estimated at 58,21 1bin 2016-17 and

701bin2017-18)go up, prices will obviously

harden in the domestic market,” observes .
Sagar Patel, Brgpﬂgtpr of Ambica Cotton - -
. Industries,a ginning factoryin Godavarivil-

lage of Surendranagar’s Muli taluka.
* Thebenchmark global Cotlook ‘A’ Index
price is currently ruling at around 97 cents

per pound, more than the 84,5 centsayear -
ago.Anand Popatof Cotygrn Tradelink LLP,a
Rajkot-based cotton brokerage firm, believes -

thatka| pas priceswill range above the MSPin

the coming cotton marketmg year from

October, That shotild be good news to cot-
ton growers — and not bad at all for the rul-
ingBJPahead of the 2019 national elections.

the Gujarat government's Rs 50 bonus.The " |
oilseed is now sellingataroundRs 3,500 per -
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Bringing city’s dying lakes back
to life may be a 3-idea dream

There were 607 ki . Thls numher has
waterbodiesin
Delhiin1991 |

rk in surroundings
» for atura| revival by ramfal :

» Naturally recharge aquifers u
keep groundwater table area hig|

» Bring aquatic wildlife and migratory birds
‘ the area, |mprovmg natural habntat and ecosystem

L Provude cooling effect

| IDENTIFICATIONAND = CATCHMENT AREA
3 STERS TO . | PROTECTION Many water- 1! st i . e ‘, l_ MANAGEMENT Contour planiing

RECL A”V' i badies that exist on grolinc

WATERBODIES l;;mimludedmm(,u s,tﬂ.

" Parassingh&
Jasieqv Gandhiok| TNN

New Delhl Cons1der1ng the
| city’s poorrecord, theambitio- -
us project of rejuvenating 200
waterbodies across the capital
seemsanuphilltask, Theworlk
is still in the ideation phase .
and may take more than two b
years tocometofruition.
 DJB vicechairman. and.
MILA from Sangam Vihag, Di-
nesh Mohaniya, said that a .
consultant has been hired to
makedetailed plansforeachof
the 200 big and small waterbo- «
dies and village ponds after
studying them on parameters
like depth; draihage network
in ‘surrounding areas, silta-
tion of the lake bed, etc.

“The consultant, Wapcos
(earlier known as Water and
Power Consultancy Services),
will submit its report in the

‘nextfourmonths Workwéyllbe i
es and th
;i t‘{c%‘gglf\;%terbodywm take at le-
ast two yearsto getready,” Mo-
haniyaadded. ' i
 Expertssaid there were607 TP I Lhe useda:
active. large waterbodies in ‘ - and maintain thy - or as ensuresthatram :
1991, butnowthereareonly 480 wards., i areas like e 5-acre lake that had ] offlshlgher“There !
with more and more either B yaroundis 26N 1o :
drying out or getting encroa-
ched every year. This is also : :
confributing to Delhi’s water (NGT) ‘had earller directed
crisis, Out of the 480 waterbo- agencles to revive 33 water!
dies, most are located in west . dies: in Dwarka, an area
Delhi, while theremainingare . kn uffer from water
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. value of unpaid family labour.

i plantings by farmers. The fotal area sown to

 jute. In none of these — barring jute th

i xmpedmg f,actor this tlrne i

| a)Arhar

| b)Groundnut'

HARISH DAMODARA_N |
NEW DELHI, JULY25 LRy

' THE NARENDRA Modi gove
. have sxgmﬁcanﬂy hiked the

port prices (MSP) for kharif
paid-out cultivation costs plus the mputed. 7

But the move hasn't resulted i m hlgher

cropsinthe current kharifseason s
only 9.3 per cent lower than la
corresponding coverage, but alsp b

- 0f 2016 and 2015. This is notwithstanding

normal monsoon, with the area~ 4 nkin )
‘rainfall for the country as 10le from  Madhya latxve to ]ast year and
; 2016 wh n prices were

~in Uttar Pradesh Blhar,jh \ ‘Maharashtra. The only pulses crop whose
: BengalandAssarn,whlchh : ¢ asn't ped is moong(grecq
’ th ‘

j byover -
22 lakh hectares (Ih). I owever,nce/paddy ;

 accounts for only a third of the nearl 65 Ih

Iy 20. The accomp

i table shows tthe acreages are down

for pulses, coarse cereals, oilseeds, cott

primarily g{owmn West Bengal and

So, why have farmers planted less? On
reason might be that the MSP announc

] eémé better
eanand cotton. The
ket opemflg upfor

seeds of the partidular c:rop/vanety Forkharif

MSPs to have the desired impact, the an--

nouncement shouldldeally be by early- Jun v
po lacldu

1.Rice ..
' 2.Pulses

b)Urad

¢)Moong

d)Others®

3.Coarse cereals** -
 a)Maize' |

b)Baia

c)Jowar

4.Oilseeds™™*

a)Soyabean

c)Sesamum . ' 7.4
h.Gotton ~iae 1 E G aage ] 10427
6.Sugarcane’ ' - ' 5052° 11T 4972
7JuteandMesta. 697 | 703
TOTALKHARIF 63153 | 69635

Note: Cumularme area reported as on ]uly 20 and the correspondzng
date forprewous years
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE Fon DISASTER’ S

LIZMATHEW :
_NEWDELHI,JULY25"

" THE GOVERNMENT on Wednesday s

- there hasbeena“quantumju I
- assistance for states to deal with disaster
uations, and denied any discriminatio
| whﬂeprcvxdmgﬁnanmal assistance tostate:
- Minister of State for Home Affairs Kirei
Rijiju also assured Kerala, which has beel
o teehng under one oﬁtheworstﬂood sntua,

in the country, Rij ]
- Commissionand said that SDRF funds areal- - :
- located as perrules, and there are specificrules : dC L B AL S 2 T
- forreliefmaterials.“I cannot change therelief oLt Statefol ulture sevendecades..”
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FIA A2PTY

Government of India

BBzl O ZeeT

Central Water Commission
S1g JallsgTs geersT fSreanerer
Flood Forecast Monitoring Directorate
il : fmdte@nic.in, ffmcwc@gmail.

Tele/ Fax: 011-26106523, 26105274

PIH. Déwe fovafe

Room No. 5" Floor(S), Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066.
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Waterlogging in M"igarh '
schoolkids have tough time

RAVINDER SAINT

' TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

. NARNAUL, JULY 25
A heavy rainfall in the wee
hours' of Wednesday
brought respite from the
scorching heat, but school-
children had. a tough time
in the morning as all rail-
way. underpasses were sub-
merged making it difficult
for buses to wade out,

One of the school buses
broke down at a railway
underpass near an FCI ware-
house on the Bahrod road.
Sources said about 15 stu- A school bus stuck i in a submerged railway underpass in

dents were on board. Narnaul on Wednesday TRIBUNE PHOTO :
As the bus was stuck, stu- . : ‘
dents walked in three-ft- - risking their lives. Seka and Khanpur villagers

~deep water and crossed the “Thiswasnegligenceonthe  weére cut off from Narnaul city.
underpass. Their uniform part of the bus driver and the Mahendragarh DC Garima
and bags were soaked. Later, conductor. The school man- Mittal said, “Waterlogged
‘they sat on a railway track to agement should take cogni- areas have been inspected
wait for another vehicle to sance of the irresponsible  through drones. Pump sets
return home. behaviour of the bus staff” will be arranged to drain out
“A tractor had to be called Rajender said. ¢ rainwater. She added that the
from Kozinda village to pull Social activist Anil Kaushik ~ district received 107-mm
out the bus from the water-  said Kozinda, Mandhana, rainfall on Wednesday.
logged underpass. In the : .
, meantime, another school
* ‘bus reached there, but its
t driver did not enter the
underpass. Instead, he asked
the children on board to |
cross the railway track on
foot and board another bus
at the other side of the
track,” said Rajender, a local
youth.
“With no other option, stu-
dents crossed the track J

el
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Linganamakki crosses 1,800 ft1sttimein 3 yrs

NrupathungaSK

SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS: The wa-
ter level in the Linganamakki
reservoir in Sagar taluk, which
is considered the lifeline of hy-
dropowerinthestate,isracing
towards the maximum level.

It was 1803.6 feet at 8 am
on July 24, just 16 feet from
the brim.

Sources in the Karnataka
Power Corporation Limited
confirmed that this was the
firsttimeinthelastthreeyears
that the water level crossed
1,800 feet. This is also the first
time in the last three years
that the reservoir has reached
75% of its maximum capacity
in July. The level was 1777.2
feet on the same day last year.
Theinflow of waterwas 41,028
cusecs and outflow 1366.83
cusecs. Injust 22 days, thelevel
hasrisen by 30 feet. The water
islikelyto reach themaximum

level by the month-end.

-l

Eversincethe Linganamak-
ki reservoir was constructed
in 1964, the dam has reached
full level only 13 times and the
previous occasion wasin 2014.

Linganamakki reservoir
provides water to the Shara-
vathi generating station, hav-
ing an installed capacity of
1,035 MW (10 units). The Lin-

ganamakki dam powerhouse,

with two units, hasaninstalled
capacity of 55 MW.

To further tap the potential
of the Sharavathi river, KPCL
had installed four generating
units of 60 MW each, at the
Gerusoppadam.

Speaking to DH,KPCL chief
engineer (electricity) Mohan
Kumar said following the poor
demand for hydro power, only
seven million to eight million
units of power is being gener-
ated at the Sharavathi gener-
ating station. So, the state is
unlikely to face power crunch
during summer.

The Godachinamalki Falls in Gokak taluk, Belagavi district flows in full force as the catchment
areareceived incessant rainfall for the past few days. bH PHOTO/TAJUDDIN AZAD

s T
The bathing ghat at Subrahma

aer |ve| in Linganamakki dam has crossed 1,800 feet for thefirsttime inthree years.
DHPHOTO/V SANTOSH KUMAR ;

nya, Dakshin

a Kannada district,
isinundated following heavy rain on Tuesday. bH PHOTO

Bridges reopen for traffic as water flow recedes

BELAGAVI, DHNS: Water in-
_flow from Maharashtra into
river Krishna and its tributar-
ies came down considerably
for the third consecutive day
on Tuesday. This has result-
| ed in four low-lying bridges
in Chikkodi taluk resurfacing

and reopening for road traffic.
J Five other bridges continue
to remain under water for the
third consecutive week.

Water inflow to River Kr-
ishna came down to 1.26 lakh
cusecs on Tuesday. That from
Rajapur barrage was 1.03

lakh and from River Doodh-
ganga 23,232 cuscecs. Hippa-
ragi barrage had an inflow of
1.32 lakh cusecs and outflow
1.311akh cusecs.

Intermittent rain continued
to lash Kodagu. Talacauvery,
Ayyangeri, Appangala and
Suntikoppa received heavy
rain. The water level in Triveni
Sangama, Bhagamandala, has
increased slightly. The inflow
of water to Harangi reservoir
hasincreasedto12,086 cusecs.

Water in Bhadra dam, sit-
uated at Lakkavalli in Tarik-

ere taluk of Chikkamagaluru
district, was released through
four crest gates of the reser-
voir. The officials concerned
had intimated the farmers on
therelease of waterat1.30 pm.
Thousands of people gathered
at the dam to witness the rare
scene.

The maximum level of the
dam is 186 feet. The level was
183.8 feet, before the release
of water on Tuesday. About
6,200 cusecs water was re-
leased on Tuesday. Thereis an

inflow of 23,000 cusecs to the -

dam, officials said.

Incessant rain continued
to lash the Malnad region.
Hosanagar, Thirthahalli and
Sagar taluks of Shivamogga
district received good spell of
rainthroughouttheday. Heavy
rains lashed Shivamogga and
Bhadravathi in the morning.

The branch canal of the Al-
mattileft bank canal breached
on Tuesday at Lotageri village
near Nalatwad in Vijayapura
district, inundating hundreds
of acres of agriculture fields.

Nameofthe Full Present
Reservoir level level

Linganamakki | 1819.00 | 1800.15
Supa 1849.92 | 1802.03
Harangi 2859.00 | 2857.01
Hemavathi 2922.00 | 2919.83
KRS 12480 | 12435
Kabini 2284.00 | 2283.76
Tungabhadra | 1633.00 | 1631.23
Malaprabha 2079.50 | 2057.80
Almatti 1704.81 | 1701.98

*Infeet Source: KSNDMC website




