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Ma}or rivers are flowing above danger mark; NDRF teams sent to Varanasn AIIahabad and Ghazipur

NEW DELHI: Ten persons were
killed and lakhs affected due

to floods in -Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar and West Bengal,
where major rivers are flow-

ing above danger mark on
Wednesday. Two boys were

feared dead after they were
washed away in flash floods
in the Tawi river in Jammu

on Wednesday.

In Uttar Pradesh, two per-
sons were killed in floods
which have affected around

8.7 lakh people in 987 villag-

es of 28 districts, officials

said.

National Dlsast_'er " Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) teams
have been sent to Varanasi,
Allahabad, Ghazipur and
Ballia, Relief Commissioner
D.K. Singh said, adding, “In
these four districts, 30,247
people have been shifted to
the " relief camps, while

62,397 have been moved to

safer places.”

The situation had wors-

ened due to release of water

from Nepal and the adjoin-

ing States of Madhya Pra-
desh and Uttarakhand which
led to further rise in the wa-
ter levels of the major rivers,
he said.

NDREF reaches out

In Bihar, NDRF personnel
rendered timely help to
three marooned pregnant
women at separate places to
deliver babies safely. -

The NDRF men helped a
" pregnant woman in Birpur

deliver a healthy baby boy on -

T =T a

|

Ai.l., AT SEA: A man carrying drinking water at a flooded village in Raghopur, Bihaf, on Wednesday. _ PHOTO: PTI

‘board their relief boat in the
- Raghopur block of Vaishali

district on Wednesday. On

Tuesday, NDRF personnel
helped two marooned preg-
nant women in distress in
Raghopur which is flooded
due to the swollen Ganga.
With seven fresh deaths,

the toll in the current round

nf floods in Bihar dueﬁto the

swollen Ganga river rose to

29. In Aurangabad district,
one person was killed and

eight others feared dead

when a country boat ferrying

flood victims capsized in
- swollen Punpun river.
Heavy rains lashed Delhi,

two notches below normal
even as humidity levels rose.

In Jammu, two teenage
brothers were feared dead

after they were washed away

in flash floods in the Tawi
river, while another youth
was rescued, police said.

In West Bengal, West Mid- |

brmgmg down the mercury. . .naporg;- Hsﬁg}‘u“y -Howrah,

Bankura, Burdwan and Nadia
districts are affected due to
the release of water by the
Damodar |
Corporation.

In Punjab and I-Iaryana,,' J

r.r'
Fr ﬂ-l- ¥ [ il il i o I G

will P N P

A

MH_IH_

Sl

Valley .

M OO0 MO O\ X



= —r A ——— r—— - - —— - — —
e -l - -

| ' !
L B R S S S RN I R R (S - : i i
e e _ _ . ____i__ - I O S N
L 1 " 1
}...1‘*,1-.5;1:- ’ -~ 3 z
' o= ! RN sy ¥ — . :
ClivEetet TG E Nzv BEleret (Finci) " TN
- i I ] 1
L]
}

—}

Cim r‘t IHIIC i-_l.'Frl‘L; j A F-CE&IEC’FWEIE
SloteS e -l T - O T . . , -
T= ~ - L - = Ljnjfb Iriuu,%-}ﬁri I}r}-’:jl) f{". EJ (H!I d;)

e bimes of indiz (N.D. ' LT

‘ Ciincie I\D) The Hingu Imoisr Bladh o
SI_F"iri"* ':'u-.,-pn-— Likd LS l"\LrL.DI—l

I1~--Itl"n.'~'-.!q L ],Jj LT,.-.."‘:,,E :-'*f-" ;‘_-"L e r"",.-—'...-'l.-.-. T M - * P Eoa
Trib: eseslniell FaiTine Hﬂdl) N Dunive (h}[i{]j} .

IJLjriE — — B —— - .

T Da:CCc;r'i Ch‘“Dﬁ}ﬁ,& I e Timee 7 leprlie 72
{ ! e R it Y t HE B I i, O! it 1("'
tiill‘:ld:i_cf]i {}"" i*f_:I) r"I-f-xrw—n I_!.-m-.-! . — e

— g el LY fLIiT_Z
il , HEE r — r * F
G_!E__GQ[E_{J*;{?I_{{JCJ__LEL__EL EG!,'_E?:}}{’EHG;;E &P '“Llf'f‘;ff

368 lnjured as mountaln vullages |n cen aJ Italy are partly reduced to rubble

ACCUMOL! (ITALY): A owerﬁ.ll
earthquake rattled a remote
area of central Italy on
Wednesday, leaving at least
120 people dead and scenes
of carnage in mountain
villages.

With 368 people injured
and an unknown number

trapped under rubble, the

- figure of dead and wounded

was expected to nse in the

- Scores of buildings v
reduced o dusty piles of ma-
sonry in communities close
to the epicentre of the quake,

- which had a magnitude of
between 6.0 and 6.2. It hit a
- remote area straddling Um-
bria, Marche and Lazio at a

time of year when second-. .
home' ‘owners and other vis- -

itors swell the numbers stay-
ing there. Many of the vic-
tims were from Rome.

~ Worst in seven years

The devastated area is just

‘north of L'Aquila, the city

where some 300 peopledied . brizio Curcio classed the -
in another quake in 2009, quake as “severe”, S YMGON A powerful earthquake other areas apparently were not

- More than half of the The shocks were strong. | measuring magnitude 6.8 shook  badly affected and there were no
deaths occurred in and eno'ugh to be felt 150 km | central:Myanmar on Wednesday,  reports of deaths.

around the villages of Ama-
trice, Accumoli and Arquata

+-

upsettmg for me, he said.

Civil Protection chief Fa-g

away in Rome, where au-

“thorities ordered structural

Quake rocks Myanmar

. damaging scores of ancient

- Buddhist pagodas in the former

| MOMENT OF TRAGEDY: The 13th century clock tower in Amatrlce, Italy, wI'IIch slfon)ed when the

quake struck , (right) Vlctlms among the rubble of a house. — PHOTOS.AFP

']
" e

The epicentre is ah area
where earthquakes are fairly

del Tronto. “Half the vﬂlage tests on the Colosseum. capital of Bagan, a major tourist  common, but usually don't
has disappeared,” said Ama- Amatrice is a beauty spot .| attraction, officials said. cause many casualties because
trice Mayor Sergio Pirozzi, famed asthe home o6f amatri- I TheUS. Geological Survey there are no large densely |
surveying a town centre that  ciana, one of Italy’s favourite | said the quake was centred populated cities. However,
looked as if had been sub- pasta sauces, and is a pop- | about 25 km west of Chauk, an reports of damage from remote
jectedtoabombingraid. ' ular destination for Romans .| areawestof Bagan. villages are often slow to arrive.

- Pope Francis interrupted  seeking cool mountain airat | It was located fairly farbelow ~ Staff members of the London-,
his weekly audience in St. the height of the summer. It | the Earth's surface at a depth of  based charity Save the Children

Peter’s Square to expresshis was packed with visitors | about 84 km, it said. Deep in Pakokku, about 70 Kivi from ™~ _
shock.“To hear the Mayorof when the quake struck at | earthquakes generally cause less  the epicentre, said they felt -
Amatrice say his village no = 3:36am (0136 GMT). Three surface damage, = heavy shaking whenthe
| longer exists and knowirdg minutes later the clock on Dr. Myo Thant, general earthquake struck, according to

that “there are . children
among the victims, is very

the village’s 13th-century

tower stopped. — AFP

~ secretary of the Myanmar
- | Earthquake Committee, said

Evan Schuurman, a spokesman
for the group. — AP
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Two persons were killed in
the UP floods, which have
affected lakhs in 28 districts
of the state, officials said
today. While Sudhir, 18,
drowned in flood waters at
Raghurajpur village in
Jamania area, Shivpujan
Yadav, 40, drowned while
trying to rescue cattle from
his marooned hut, the
police said. ~

“Flood waters have affected
two more districts — Mirza-
pur and Mahoha. Now, 28 dis-
tricts of the state are affected
by the flood,” said Relief
Commissioner DK Singh.

He said the Ganga was
flowing 2.695 metre above
the ‘red’ mark at Ballia and
was rising. It was flowing
1.426 metre above the ‘dan-
ger’ mark at Allahabad and

above the ‘red’ mark at

Mirzapur, Varanasi and
Ghazipur. The Yamuna was
flowing above the ‘danger’
mark at Jalaun, Hamirpur
and Allahabad, Singh said.

NDRF teams have been
sent to Varanasi, Allahabad,
Ghazipur and Ballia, he said,
adding that a total of 8.7 lakh
people 1n 987 villages were
affected by floods.

“In these four districts,
30,247 people have been
shifted to relief camps,
while 62,397 have been

o

stricts affected

A man carries a cylinder in a
flooded locality in Allahabad
on Wednesday. pTi

moved to safer places,” .
Singh said, adding that the
situation had worsened due
to release of water from
Nepal and the adjoining
states of Madhya Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, which
has led to further rise in the
water levels of major rivers.

‘The state government has
directed the divisional com-
missioners and district
magistrates concerned to
help the flood victims on
war footing.

Officers have been asked
not to sanction leave to
employees involved in the
rescue and relief work
unless it is urgent. — PTT
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UP-BIHAR TOLL

CYCLE OF NATURE

A g 2

irts of Allahabad on Thursday. At least nine people have

A man cycles along a flooded road on the outsk

| rivers continue to flow above the danger mark

lief camps across the two states,

th rescue and relief efforts

Inre

hoth the states. A tota! of 1,30,000 people have taken shelter
and additional emergency workers have been deployed to help w

died in Uttar Pradesh and another 15 in Bihar as severa

In
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from floods
in UP

Situation in Varanasi
orim, about 5 lakh hit

LUCKNOW, DHNS: The situa-
tion in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Lok Sabha
constituency Varanasi took
a turn for the worse as ma-
jor rivers continued torise.

There was no respite from
floods in Uttar Pradesh, espe-
cially in the eastern region.

The situation in Varanasi,
where the Ganga was flowing
one and a half metre above the
danger mark and rising at the
rate of one centimetre every
hour, was described as alarm-
Ing.

According to officials,
around 5 lakh people have
been affected by floods in
Varanasi town and its adjomning
areas. Around 15,000 people,
who have been displaced, have
taken shelter at flood relief
camps.

Sources said that water from
the Ganga had entered the
markets in the {famous
Dashashwamedh Ghat besides
many other localities. In some
localities near the Varuna Riv-
er, the flood waters had
reached the first floor of the

homes. Around 400 people
were rescued by teams of the
National Disaster Relief Force
(NDRF) in different parts of the
town. Sources said that there
was a shortage of essential ar-
ticles, including drinking water,
and the traders were charging
inflated prices from the affect-
ed people.

Flood-affected people also
held demonstration at the dis-
trict magistrate’s bungalow in
protest against the inadequate
arrangements.

The situation in Allahabad,
Ballia, Mirzapur and some oth-
er districts also remained grim.
In Ballia, Ganga was flowing
three metres above the danger
mark. Hundreds of villages
have been marooned in the dis-
tricts.

About 2 lakh people have
been affected by the floods in
Ghazipur district. The author-
ities have issued an alert for
over two dozen villages and
have asked the residents to
leave their homes. So far 32
people have lost their lives in
flood-related incidents in dit-
ferent parts in the state.

_-—_-..--———.————-ll------.n..u._-l——-_.---—----——l-——————r—---. c —a ww Py o BN BN W WF == == == JE

X ak ' -
Y 'ﬂﬁ;‘iﬁﬂ’:"_ﬁffw‘ "“q'ﬁ"?}’ N
T e "'?:'# v g B M F ke R v Mol -
- g |.|E' ";:.w:ﬂ“ -—
ol b a3 - A
b VL L L

a -
-

MONSOON FURY: An aerial

view of a flooded village on
the outskirts of Allahabad,;
(Left) People use a home-
made boat along a flooded
village in Chapra, Bihar on
Wednesday. PTI/REUTERS
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Waterloggmg

(Contd from page 1)
water recedes soon,” Das said.
Conservationists have also
decried the developments
saying that it was typical of
shortsighted government de-
C1S10NS undermining environ-
mental concerns. “This is 2 de-
Velopment that could Jeopard
1ze the rhino’s future in Pobi-
tora unless rectified immedi-
ately,” a conservationist asso-
ciated with Pobitora said.
Thankfully, the recent wave

of floods failed to result in any
animal fatality in the sanctuary.

“Not a single animal has died
this year. Most of the animals
took shelter in the highlands

during the high floods. The |

road network inside Pobitora,
however, suffered extensive
damages,” Das said.

Manpower shortage has also }
been another problem, as the

existing staff of 55 and 38 cas-
ual workers is insufficient to
manage the sanctuary.
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flowing above the danger mark
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At least 22 persons have been kllled 23 71 Iakh peOpIe affected in Blhar

NEW DELHI: The Ganga and
five other rivers are still
flowing above danger mark

in many parts of Bihar, trig-
gering a flood-like situation
in the districts situated

along the banks of the river,

while in Uttar Pradesh wa--
- ter level of major rivers has

crossed the red mark at sev-
eral places in the State.

At least 22 nersons have
been killed while 23.71 lakh
people affected in the Bihar
floods with many areas, es-

pecially the riverine belt of

12 districts was badly reel-
ing under water in the State.

The floods caused by a
spate in rivers Ganga, Sone,
Punpun, Burhi Gandak,
Ghaghra and Kosi have af-

fected 23.71 lakh people in
- 1,115 villages under 362 pan-

chayats in 12 districts of the

“state, a Disaster Manage-

ment Deépartment state-
ment said. |

Bhojpur worst hit

Bhojpur district,” which -
accounted for the maxi-

mum number of deaths, re-
ported 12 deaths followed
by Vaishali (6), Bhagalpur
(2) and one each in Buxar
and Lakhisarai district.
The districts witnessing
flood-like situation in Bihar
included — Patna, Vaishali,

STAYING AFI.OAT A man uses mflated tubes to cross a flooded area of Hajlpur Blhar on Tuesday —PHOTO: PTI

Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran, Be-

gusarali, Samastipur, Lak- :

hisarai, Khagaria, Munger,
Bhagalpur and Katihar — a

- Disaster Management De-
. partment statement said.

Ganga and five other riv-
ers were flowing above

danger mark in Patna, Bha-
galpur, Khagaria, Katihar,
Siwan, Bhojpur and Buxar

districts of Bihar. |
Ganga was flowing above

danger mark at six places in
Digha ghat, Gandhi Ghat,
Hathidah in Patna, Bhagal-

pur and Kahalgaon in Bha-

galpur district, and in cet-
tain points of Munger

" district and Buxar district,

it said. -

Ganga, Yamuna, Sharda
and Ken are ﬂomng above
the danger mark in Uttar
Pradesh.

Accordmg to the Centre

Water | Commlssmn
(CWC), Ganga is flowing

above the danger mark at
Fafamau and Chatnag in Al-

lahabad, Mirzapur, Varana-
si, Ghazipur and Ballia,

while Yamuna is flowing

above red mark at Chillagh-

- at (Banda), Hamirpur and
Naini (Allahabad).

‘Ken river is flowing
above the danger mark at
Banda while Sharda has

crossed the danger mark at
Palliakalan (Kheri).

Heavy rainfall warmng |
The IMD’s Bhopal Centre
director Anupam Kashyapi
said heavy rainfall is likely
at isolated places in Sin-
grauli, Sidhi, Rewa, Satna,
Umaria, Katni, Shahdol,
Rajgarh, Guna and Agar-
Malwa districts in the next

24 hours. —PTI
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ses to release water

 Cites deficient rainfall and poor storage; plans to inform SC about the distress situation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU: With deficit rain-

fall and low storage levels in

reservoirs of the Cauvery ba-
sin in Karnataka, the State
government has expressed
its Inability to ensure dis-
charge of water for Tamil
Nadu.

Chiet Minister Siddara-
maiah and Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
T.B. Jayachandra told press-
persons here on Tuesday
that the State government
would inform to the Su-
preme Court its difficulty in
releasing water explaining
the ground reality and actual

storage levels in Cauvery ba-
Sin reservoirs.

- Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter Jayalalithaa has ordered
filing of an interlocutory pet-
ition in the Supreme Court
seeking release of Cauvery
water as per the final award
of the Cauvery Water Dis-
putes Tribunal, after Karna-
taka expressed its inability to
do so. Following deficit rain-
fall during the current south-
west monsoon, Mr. Jaya-
chandra said storage levels in
four reservoirs — Harangi,
Hemavati, Krishnaraja Sagar,
and Kabini — were sufficient
only to meet drinking water
requirements of the towns in

~while the actual storage was

the Cauvery basin. The gross o o B N

storage capacity in four res- 0 e s el

ervolrs was 114.57 tmcft,
66.75 as on August 22, below
50 per cent of the storage
capacity.

Karnataka has already de-
cided to enforce its strong
decision not to release water
for water-intensive crops
such as paddy and sugarcane
owing to poor storage in its
reservolrs. Mr. Jayachndra
said Tamil Nadu must under-
stand the grayity of water cri-
sis in Karnataka. "How can
we release water when there
1s no water in our dams?” he
said.
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PARCHED PROSPECTS: Karnataka says w
its reservoirs, inciuding the KRS, in the Cauvery basin does
not support release of water. — FILE PHOTO |
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Waterlogging a néw proble

SIVASISH THAKUR

GUWAHATI, Aug 23: While flood-
waters around Pobitora wildhife sanc-
tuary have receded after the prime
rhino habitat witnessed 95 per cent 1n-
undation, a serious concern in the form
of waterlogging inside the sanctuary
remains unaddressed.

The problem of waterlogging in Po-
bitora in the aftermath of floods
emerged after the Chamota-Pobitora
PWD Road running parallel to its west-
ern boundary was raised a few years
back without leaving sufficient outlets
for floodwater to pass out.

“The raising of the road was done
by the PWD without consulting the
Forest authorities. It has resulted in
floodwater remaining stagnant inside
the sanctuary - a critical rhino habitat

— tor months together. There has nat-
urally been damage to 1ts grassland.

(Given Pobitora’s high rhino density, it

VN T

sam Tribune.
Worse, the State Government has
chosen to sit over the Forest Depart-

can lead to severe food constraints for
the rhino and other herbivores,”

cer, told The As-

Ashok Das, Range Of

ment’s proposal to have a long bridge

or some spacious water outlets/cul-
verts on the road so that the floodwa-

m in

Pobitora

ter can recede immediately and does
not remain stagnant, destroying the
grassland. “We have moved the PWD
authorities a number of times on the
issue but to no avail,” Das added.

While floodwater from the Brah-
maputra river inundates the sanctu-
ary every year, replenishing the
grassland as well as the water-bodies
(beels) of the sanctuary, floodwater
now remains stagnant inside the sanc-
tuary for a long time — a development
described by conservationists as om-
inous for Pobitora.

“The annual floods replenish the
grassland and the wetlands, but the
grassland is now suffering damage with
the sanctuary undergoing prolonged
waterlogging. For Pobitora’s ecosys-
tem to flourish, it 1s essential that the

(See page 7)
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Bhopal: A dam brea

nearly swept away two vil-
lages in Madhya Pradesh’s
Panna district this mon-
soon while the contractor

deputed for its construc- - EEleas .

tion and upkeep was busy
digging for diamonds.

The district falls in the
Bundelkhand region which
has been given grants by the
Centre to build dams.

or this contractor

The matter came to light

after the collector of the
gem-rich district submitted
a scathing report to the state
government detailing about
the contractor’s exploits.
Constructed in May
2016, dam at Sirswaha area
in Panna breached after
rains on July 6. After the
dam burst he local admin-
istration had to evacuate
107 families from two vil-
lages—Itwakhasand Akla.
In his report, district col-
lector Shivnarayan Singh

" -"-'ﬁ r-\. ) A I';_ . n
o U 1 R
Pl ---l::-:!d.r PR
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Dam at Sirswaha area in Panna
breached after rains on July 6

Chauhan recommended
lodging of a criminal case
against contractor, Manish
Agrawal of M/s Trishul
Construction, and others ac-
countable for ensuring
maintenance of the dam.
“The contractor was fo-
cused on mining gems than
dam construction. Inspec-
tion revealed the contractor
had dug several shallow
mines in the catchment area
of the dam.,” reads the col-
lector’s report. He also
pointed out that no officer of
the construction company
ever visited thedam site.




SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PATNA: Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday visited
relief camps set-up for flood-
affected people in Patna, and
istructed officials to focus
on the quality of relief mate-
rials and sanitation for wom-
en. There was no let up in
flood fury in Bihar with eight
fresh deaths reported on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, water in major
Uttar Pradesh rivers are re-
ceding though they are still
flowing above the danger
mark. West Bengal’s Malda
and Uttarakhand’s Uttar-
kashi district witnessed one
death each in flood and rain-
—related incidents. With the
fresh death, the flood toll
rose to 37 in Bihar, with Bhoj-
pur district accounting for
the maximum 12 deaths.

(]

STAYING AFLOAT: Two children on a makeshi

¥
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ft raft after floods, in

Bhagalpur district of Bihar on Thursday. — pHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR

Over two million people
from 1,115 villages of 12 dis-
tricts in Bihar have been af-
fected by devastating floods
forcing over 1.7 lakh to take
shelter in altogether 179 re-
lief camps set-up in various

affected areas. The govern-
ment has also deployed 160
medical teams at these relief

- camps, and set-up 49 shel-

ters for animals.
“We're plying 1,507 boats

and we have pressed several

teams of the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
and the State Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (SDRF) to take
people out of the flood but
people at some places are re-
luctant to come out,” said Mr.

Vyasjl, principal secretary of

the Bihar State Disaster

Management Authority.

CM inspects camps

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar and Minister for Water
Resources Rajiv Ranjan
Singh and other officials in-
spected several relief camps

- 1n Patna district, from Maner

to Athamalgola. Mr. Kumar
checked the quality of food
and asked flood victims
about the help from the gov-
ernment. He also instructed
officials to focus more on the
quality of food, and sanita-
tion for women, at the

camps. The Chief Minister
also asked officials to pro-
vide monetary help to chil-
drenborninthe relief camps.
Earlier, reports had said ba-
bies, since called ‘Gangapu-
tras’ (sons of the Ganga),
were being born in relief
camps and rescue boats.
However, at some places

like Samastipur, Chhapra

and Patna’s Didarganj, flood-
hit people protested against
inadequate relief from the
government. At Samastipur,
angry protestors even took
the Circle Officer hostage,
while in Chhapra they pro-
tested outside the residence
of the district magistrate. In
Patna’s Didarganj area, pro-
testors blocked the national
highway for an hour and de-
manded immediate help
from the government. (With
inputs from PTI)
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Food p_arbels being unloaded from an IAF helicopter 0

Floods bring focus back

ViBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 25
While levels of the Ganga con-

tinue to pose threat, Chief |

Minister Nitish Kumar’s

assertion to Prime Minister rvers continue to flow rivers, with eight fresh deaths water, silt and biodiversity — |

Narendra Modi on the need of
a “national silt management
policy” is expected to initiate
movement in the direction
which has so far been dealt
with in an “ad hoc manner”.
Government functionaries
indicate the suggestion has
“re-started” the thought
process for a proper manage-
ment of this very real and
recurring environmental
problem — rising level of silt
in rivers due to various fac-
tors, including infrastructure
projects like dams, and pos-
" ing recurring threat o man
and property, year after year.
The . water retention
~capacity of the Ganga and
other rivers has reduced
due to siltation, becoming
" one of the major causes for’
flooding, says environmen-

.- tal  expert - Himanshu

Thakkar. Lamenting the

i

nthe outskirts of Allahabad on Thursdayf REUTERS

on desilting

PRI @ : “silt management” Or “de-
[ Situation grim in UP - | Bihar death toll rises Jlting” is for the following

2 districts in Uttar 13 5 persons have died reaS_on-AsPer experts, run of
Pradesh remained so farin Bihar 5 river till the delta an

adversely affected by floods |floods, catjsed by a spate in ~ extremely dynamic process
on Thursday as several the Ganga, Kosi and other involving several factors— |

above the danger mark ) being reported on Thursday 4 reason enough for tackling

lakh people in 987 * lakh people in the 1ssue comprehgnsnre_ly,
8. | villag%s in Varanasi, 31.33 1,934 villages in keeping all of them 1n mmd |
Allahabad, Ghazipur and 12 districts had been “Along with water, a 1ver
Ballia had been hit due 1o severely hit, a Disaster Man- | transfers silt from mountains
floods, Relief Commission- |agement Department state- | 1o the delta. Fertile plains |

ment said | formed all along are aresultof |
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paffected |  estation results in increase n
ed | silt load and construction of
" case, stops the' transfer. Less
| - - silt at delta will cause a major
“ad hoc manner” in which Policy or any other document imbalance vis-a-vis sand In
this very crucial issue of cil- built for management of sea’ explains Thakkar.
tation is being dealt cur- Wwater resources in the coun-  Which is one reason why
rently, whether it 1s while try,” hesays. “There has been - “avoidable flood disaster’ m
building  infrastructure no concrete effort in this BiharandUP” are being attrib-
projects on rivers or fornav- direction so fareven whilewe uted 10 mismanagement of
igation purpose, he calls for  aretalking of building inland two dams — Bansagar at Sone
a concrete effort. waterways and other infra- in Madhya Pradeshand Farak-

“Tt is strange how siting structure on rivers,” he adds ka on the Ganga In West Ben-
does not find a mention  Now the reason why there gal — and decreased capacity
either in the National Water has to be a national policy for of rivers to carry the water. |
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Monsoon fury Death toll reaches §6TK15 help ggught to supply food

Flood hits 15 lakh in Uttar Pradesh

Sanjay Pandey

LUCKNOW: Around 15 lakh
people reeled under the im-
pact of floods in Uttar
Pradesh, especially the east-
ern and central districts, in-
ciuding two major towns —
Varanasi and Allahabad.

According to reports, as
many as 30 people lost their
lives in flood-related incidents
in different parts of the state in
the past few days.

In the ‘Sangam’ town of Al-
lahabad, the water from the
overflowing Ganga has entered
several localities, forcing the
administration to order closure
of all schools up to Class X1I for
the next two days. Around six
lakh people were affected by
floods in Allahabad, reports
said.

As the floodwater entered
thousands of houses trapping
the inmates inside, the admin-
istration sought help of the IAF
personnel to drop food packets
and water bottles in the affect-
ed areas. In Varanasi, the Lok
Sabha constituency of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Ganga was flowing 121 cm
above the danger mark and its
—--~+~r hac entered many local-

ities in the town. Its tributaries
Varuna and Assi were also flow-
ing above danger marks. Boats
have been plying in dense lo-
calities in the town.

Movement of vehicles on the
Mirzapur-Allahabad highway
came to a halt after floodwater
damaged the roads at many
places. Teams of National Dis-
aster Response Force have
been deployed in the flood-af-
fected districts.

Gives birth on boat

In Banda district of Bundelk-
hand region, a woman gave
birth on a boat late on Monday
while being taken to hospital.
Shankarpurwa, the village
which the woman belongs to,
was marooned owing to floods.

The state government has di-
rected district magistrates to
visit the flood-affected areas
and monitor the relief and res-
cue operations.

Officials have been asked to
coordinate relief efforts with
the IAF personnel. |

The toll in the flood related
incidents has gone up to 30.
Two people drowned in Ken
river after their car was swept
away in Banda district on Tues-
day, sources said.

DH News Service
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IN DISTRESS: People hold a cremation ceremony on the roof of a building in Varanasi on Tuesday. Varanasi has been forced to
halt cremations along the banks of the river Ganga following floods, an official said. arp
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The Iandslidé—hit pilgrim
shelter in Katra. TRIBUNE PHOTO

CRPFman
killedin
Vaishno Devi
landslide

DEVINDER THAKUR

KATRA, AUGUST 24
A CRPF man guarding the
gate number three of the
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine
was Kkilled today when he
was caught under the
debris of a landslide that hit
a pilgrim shelter.

The landslide was trig-
gered by heavy rain and
washed away a portion of the
track to the shrine. Addition-
al Superintendent of Police,

- Reasi, Sanjay Rana, said: “A
major landslide fell on a pil-
grim shelter at the gate No. 3
near Kalika Bhawan. A head
constable of the CRPF was
killed after a mass of land
fell on the shelter where pil-

- grims were sitting.” |

The slain CRPF man has
been identified as head con-
stable Harbinder Singh of
the 6 Battalion of the CRPF.
Harbinder was a native of
Hoshiarpur in Punjab.

On hearing about the inci-
dent, Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEQO), Shri Mata Vaishno
Dewvi Shrine Board, AK Sahu
along with Additional CEQO
and Executive Engineer of
the shrine board rushed to
the incident site and super-
vised the rescue operations.

- Men and machinery and
the Disaster Management
Task Force of the shrine
board, police and CRPF
men Immediately cleared

the debris and recovered the
body of the CRPF man.
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loods across the northern
and eastern parts of the
country showed no sien

of ebbing on Monday as nor-
: mal life continues to be
. thrown out of gear

At least 19 people have be-

: en reported dead in Bihar in
: thelastthreedays till Monday
. asfloodwatersflowingover se-
: veral arterial roads including
: hational highways with 12 dis-
: tricts badly affected. The
: Ganga, Sone and Punpun ri-
: vers are flowing well over the -

' danger mark. However; thele- -
. vel of the Ganga has receded

: inPatna city | -

According to Bihar disas-

: ter management department
: sources, 133 persons have lost
: lives in floods since .June 1
: The department reported 11.
: deaths on Saturday, three on
: Sunday and five on Monday,
: The situation in Kaimur, Roh-
: tas, Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna,
: Bhagalpur, Lakhisarai, Begu-
: saral, Vaishali, Saran, Khaga-
: ria, Munger and Samastipur
. districts weregrim. |

In Uttar -Pradesh, the

Ganga and its tributaries are
: continuing to swell causing
: havoc in several districts. The

: ‘of 57.61m. In Ghazipur, the ri-

%eg?rﬂff(m)

MEANWHILE, IN THE TEMPLE TOWN: Crem

t

on Monday as the famous Manikarnika Ghat is flooded

Flood-hit Bihar received below par rain, says Bihar CM

ations bein performed on the roof of a building in Varanasi

- ._lb.‘— -

Patna: Twelve of its districts have been inundated by floodwaters. Nevertheless, Bihar has a

monsoon deficit 0f 16% so far this year.
except for two years inthe last one de

Revealing this here on Monday, g;ﬂo:itlsﬂrmmﬁ S
cade—whenthe state received1, rainfal—itnever
recorded its average annual rainfall of 1,200-1,500mm. “In eight of the last 10 years, the state - f
‘received less than900mm rainfall, causing drought-
of the state gets flooded almost everyyearduetoh
parts of Nepal,” he said. “This year too,
happened because the monsoon troug

: sltuation was grim in Ballia, Madhya Pradesh leading to a rise in water level in Sone,” the chief minister said, adding that siit
: Where the Ganga was flowing ~ deposits had turned Ganga “shallow”. T~ | |
: 2.69m above the danger mark ——

na are over the danger mark but to burn the pyres in shifts,

‘Varanasi, the city known

: ver was flowing 2.12m above inundatingseveralareas. = for its cremation grounds, is Except this elevated platform, '
: the danger mark, and in Mir- The situation in Varanasi facing another crisis with se- everything else is submer
: zapurthewaterlevelhadswel- is quite grim with the Ganga  veral of its ghats submerged. ged,” said a member of thr
. led to 0.61m above the danger and its tributary Varuna in This has forced funeral pro-  domcommunity, GuruPrasad :
: mark. Though the water le- spate Inundating several are-  cessions to hire boats to reach Chowdhary. |
: vels remained steady in Mir- as and affecting about apopu-  the only available elevated pl- In Madhya Pradesh, the !
. zapurandBalliaonMonday;it lation of 400,000, flood nodal  atformforlastritesinshifts. = Chambal river is in spate af- |
: 1SexpectedtoriseonTuesday.  officer Manilal Yadav said. "Around 75-100bodiesarri- fecting 222 villages in three
Theflood situationhasled The Varanasi districtadmini- wve hereonadailybasisbutthe districts— Sheopur, Morena |
: totheclosureof schoolsin Al-  stration ordered theclosureof elevated platform can andBhind. . :
: lahabadand Varanasi.InAlla- ~ all schools for the next three © accommo date only six pyres For thefullreport, logon
: “habad, the Ganga and Yamu- dayson Monday. at a time. We have no option to www.timesofindia.com j
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like situation in many districts. ironically, much
eavy rainin Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and

we have a rainfall deficit 0f 16%. The flood in Bihar has

h has shifted south, causing heavy rains in Jharkhand and

- —
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. BHOPAL, Aug 22: Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister Shiv-

raj Singh Chouhan has drawn

?lak and nidicule for a photograph

showing him being lifted by
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*security personnel to cross a
swollen nullah in the State’s
Panna district to meet flood-hit
people there, with the Opposi-
tion Congress saying it reflect-
ed his “feudal mindset”,

\__TheAssam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )

'f’ -d—i-'i-lir
.L‘!_{:"'!!{tfﬁ 'L r_":'! )

The picture, which has gone
viral on internet with netizens
taking pot-shots at the BJP
leader, was issued yesterday
by the State Public Relations

Departme'nt after his visit to

the rain-ravaged district but

was later withdrawn. |
MP Corigress chief Arun Ya-

dav said that Chouhan’s “photo-

stunt” for cheap publicity had.

W ——— e e el L P

%cgi%dm ( ge=t )

' backfired but Principal Secre-
tary S K Mishra contended that

. the Chief Minister was a ‘7’ se-
cunty protectee and the secur-
'ty personnel had to ensure that

ety
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The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

flood-hit people in Panna and
other parts, the Chief Minjs-
ter has humself become a prob-
lem for people (security per-
sonnel),” Congress leader
Arun Yadav said. |

~ He said that the “real face”
of Chief Minister has been ex-

- posed in the photo. “Now PEO-

ple know him well. We seek

il his resignation over the pho-

to, depicting his feudal mind- |

set,” the Congress leader said
In social media, social activ-

1t Ajay Dubey posted the pho-

to of Chief Minister being lift-

ed by security personnel with

a caption “I am a prince”.
Dubey took a dig at Chou-

F.. 2/ hansaying the picture has re.
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he is not bitten by any poison-
ous animal in the flood waters.

“Chouhan in a bid to garner

cheap publicity has indulged
1n this photo stunt. Instead of
mitigating the problems .of

'ri-'-u—l-q-'-\-.- A L -—l'-—|1-1'_-'\--h-l'ﬁﬁl-l-_-p-| TR R WHerlp A ey - ERl e, o e L - L]

»

vived memories of feudalism.
Reacting to the photo; one
Sachin Jain posted “Liability,
1sn’t it”. .
Likewise, journalist Abhilash
‘Khandekar, who had written
Chouhan’s biography, has react-
ed to the photo commenting it
~as "Inhuman.Indecent”. — PTI
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<Deccaer Helard ,
- Vegetable prices skyrocket after flood
. _Even tlwugh the Ganga and its tributaries—Sone and Pun-
-have started showing a receding trend in the last 36
hom‘s, vegetable prices in and around the state capltal have
skyr DHNS reports from Patna.

) 'Ihe reason is thata large part of the diara areas (menne
belt) and surrounding villages in central Bihar, whlchgmw |
‘huge quantity of vegetables, remain largely mbmergcd due
to swollen rivers. ThlS has resulted in leafy vegetables going

out of stock. The prices of those which are available like
ladies’ finger, brinjal, tomato, parwal, green chllhes and co-
riander have increased by 300 50%. |
_The steep hike is primarily because the vegetable«-producmg
areas like Fatuha, Bakhtiyarpur and Raghopur remain sub-
| merged due to the overflowing Ganga and its tributaries.
_“Patna s like a saucer. It is surrounded by three rivers with
- "Gang Gandak on the north, Sone in the west and Punpun
1;_1_ the south. With all the rivers in spate; most of the .

yegetable- produmng areas are underwater explamed
Suresh Kumar, a retaller
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NEW DELHI: The Prime Minis-

ter’'s Office (PMO), it is.

learnt, is receptive to the idea
of forming the proposed Na-
tional Water Commission
(NWC) by merging the Cen-
tral  Water Commission
(CWC) and the Central
Ground  Water  Board
(CGWB),

The NWC was the key rec-
ommendation of 3 report
submitted last month by a
committee headed by water
expert Mihir Shah that wasc
tasked with reorganising riv-
€r water management in the
country.

This comes ahead of a cry-
cial meeting in the Ministry
of Water Resources on
Wednesday, where the fu-
ture of surface and ground-
water management in the
country will be deliberated
on.

Since 1945 the CWC has
been tasked with managing
surface water and its associ-
ated structures such as dams
and barrages. The CGWB, on
the other hand, is largely

concerned with the c;[uality

of groundwater, The pro-
posed NWC pushes for an
Integrated policy, greater
cognisance of over-extrac-
tion of groundwater. Jt will
also maintain environmental
stability by ensuring States

~ that share water do not draw

from river basins more than
what is ecologically tenable.
According to documents
viewed by The Hindu, top of-
ticials in the PMO, the NITI
Aayog, the Ministry of Water
Resources and the Ministry
of Drinking Water and Sani-

tation decided in a meeting
on July 28 that a group head-
ed by the Secretary of the wa-
ter ministry would look at
the proposals of the Mihir
Shah committee and this
group would “examine the
possibility of integrating the
CWC and CGWB.”

States will get more power

As of today, States must get
a technical clearance from
the CWC before they can go
ahead with constructing
dams and other reservoirs
Were an NWC to come into

Tetee AF=TT TF F eeiiie AeTeT) A Sresdl S

being, this power would de-
volve to the States and other
research institutions, with .
the Central body becoming a
research organisation and a
repository of data on India’s
river basins. ‘
The Shah report was
scathing in its assessment of
the CWC’s competence to
manage India’s future water
needs. “CWC and CGWR
suffer from a lack of profes-
sionals,” said the summary of
the report. “Several States
testified that huge delays in
techno-economic appraisal
by the CWC had become a
matter of concern.” |
However, the possibility of
an Integration hasn’t gone
down well with the CWC. In
an e-mail to The Hindu, an
association of engineers as-
sociated with the organisa-
tion said the Shah committee
report was “based on incor-
Ie€Ct water resource scenario,
wrong interpretation of data,
selective literature review to
sult certain ideology and is
not aligned with constity- |
tional & legal framework of
the country.”
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Eight Killed in Bihar flgod.

NEW DELHI, PTI: Eight people
were killed and lakhs affected

'~ duetofloods in Bihar and West

Bengal, where major rivers are
flowing above the danger
mark. - |

Two boys are feared dead af-
ter they were washed away in
flash floods in the Tawi river in
Jammu on Wednesday.

In Bihar, with eight fresh

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )

The Times of india ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph { Kolkata )

feegearst ( aca )

deaths, the toll in the current
round of floods rose to 29.
While five deaths were report-
ed from Samastipur, one each
was reported in Nalanda and
Khagaria, the State Disaster

- Management Authority said,

adding that the floods caused
by rising waters of Ganga,

Sone, Punpun, Burhi Gandak,

Ghaghra and Kosi have affect-

to

ed 29.71 lakh people in 4,222

‘villages in 24 districts of the

state. ,

In Aurangabad district, one
person was killed and eight oth-
ers were feared dead when a
country boat ferrying flood vic-
tims capsized in the swollen
Punpun river on Tuesday
evening. | |

With the latest deaths, toll
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lIrises to 127

- in Bihar floods, including those

in Kosi areas earlier, rose to 127.
In West Bengal, West Mid-
napore, Hooghly, Howrah,

‘Bankura, Burdwan and Nadia

districts have been affected due

to the release of water by

Damodar Valley Corporation.
In Malda district, around 135
houses were washed away due
to erosion in the Ganga river.
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 Heavyrain
 lash city

i NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24
Heavy rains lashed the
national Capital today
bringing down the mercu-
i ry to two notches below
~normal even as humidity
| levels shot up. |

"The maximum tempera-
ture was recorded at 31.8
degree Celsius, two notch-
es below normal while the
minimum t{emperature
| was recorded at 27 degree
Celsius, a notch below
normal," a MeT official
saxd.

The Safdarjung observa-
tory recorded 5.6 mm
rainfall while the reading

‘at Palam observatory was
10.1 mm. Humidity levels
oscillated between 87 an
64 per cent. |

Weatherman has pre-

| dicted a cloudy morning

tomorrow with possibility

| of rains in a few areas
towards the afternoon.
~"The maximum and min-

Imum t{emperatures are
expected to hover around

35 and 26 per cent," the

| official added.

| Yesterday, the maximum
and minimum temperatures

were recorded at 33.7 degree

Celsius and 27 degree Cel-

sius respectively.—PTI
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