
10/26/2015 Hindustan Times e­Paper ­ Hindustan Times (Delhi) ­ 26 Oct 2015 ­ Page #16

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=10872015102600000000001001&page=16&paper=A4&top=759&left=280… 1/1



http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/7017959?show=print 1/1



http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=90232015102400000000001001&page=14&paper=A4&top=41&left=0&wi… 1/1



http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/7017936?show=print 1/1











10/26/2015 Deccan Herald vom 25.10.2015#B

http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm# 1/1



10/26/2015 e­Paper preview

http://epaper.navbharattimes.com/print/10665­60139­1.html 1/1



http://www.tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=150150&catid=5&mid=53 1/2

Tourists enjoy a sledge ride during the season’s first snowfall in Gulmarg
on Saturday. PTI

Chill in the air
Officials of the state
Meteorological
Department said the
Afarwat and Kongdori
areas of Gulmarg
resort received
snowfall on Saturday
The fresh spell of
downpour brought
chill in the air

Jammu Kashmir

Gulmarg receives snow as wet spell begins in Kashmir
Published on: Oct 25 2015 12:30AM

Tribune News Service

Srinagar, October 24

The meadow resort of Gulmarg received snowfall on Saturday as rest
of the Kashmir region is readying for a lengthy spell of rainfall.

The state Meteorological Department had on Friday predicted
moderate to heavy rainfall across Jammu and Kashmir and snow over
mountains for a period of four days from Saturday.

Officials of the state Meteorological Department said the Afarwat and
Kongdori areas of Gulmarg resort received snowfall today. The fresh
spell of downpour brought chill in the air. Srinagar city, where the sky
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spell of downpour brought chill in the air. Srinagar city, where the sky
was overcast since morning, received rain in ​the afternoon.

Rainfall was also been reported from other parts of the region, including in north Kashmir
districts.

The state weather department had also warned that the downpour may trigger landslides and
cause disruption in surface and air traffic.

The downpour, which is expected to last till Tuesday, is being caused by a stormy Western
Disturbance weather system. The rainfall is expected to intensify on Sunday and Monday.

The department has warned that the weather condition “may trigger landslides and blockage” of
roads in vulnerable areas of the state, particularly along the Jammu­Srinagar highway, Srinagar­
Leh highway and the Leh­Manali stretch.
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Residents paddle through their flooded home near Downsville, Texas.

Mexican cargo ship Los
Llanitos is trapped between

World

Patricia effect: Texas deluged, flash floods smash Houston
Published on: Oct 26 2015 1:58AM

Houston, October 25

Heavy rains fueled by the meeting of two storm systems, one the
remnants of Hurricane Patricia, pounded southeastern Texas,
triggering flash floods and derailing a freight train as the heavy
weather descended upon Houston early on Sunday.

The National Weather Service predicted 6 to 12 inches of rain for
coastal areas, including southwest Louisiana, by Monday morning,
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Llanitos is trapped between
rock formations after it was
dragged and ran aground
during the effects of
Hurricane Patricia near the
town of Barra de Navidad,
Mexico. The Mexican navy
had to airlift 27 crew
members of the ship whose
hull was badly damaged
after it hit the rocks. AP/PTI

coastal areas, including southwest Louisiana, by Monday morning,
exacerbated by tides up to five feet and wind gusts up to 35 mph.

The rain systems were intensified by Patricia, which was downgraded
to a tropical depression after crashing into Mexico’s west coast as a
powerful hurricane. As the storms moved eastward early on Sunday,
cities in the state’s flood­prone Gulf of Mexico region braced for the
impact.

They include Houston, the state’s second­most populous metropolitan
area with 6.1 million people.

Mayor Annise Parker warned residents to stay away from wet roads after dark and be aware of
flash floods, which the National Weather Service said were occurring in the city early on Sunday.
No one was reported hurt, but several motorists were stranded.

Flash flood warnings were in place until 4 a.m. Central Daylight time for eight southeastern Texas
counties. Among them are Harris County, which includes Houston, and Galveston County.

Some areas could get more than a foot of additional rain. Officials urged vigilance, reminding
residents of deadly past flooding. A series of storms in May triggered floods and led to 21 deaths.
“Some people lost their lives in high­water incidents,” said Harris County Judge Ed Emmett,
whose county includes Houston.

In Galveston, authorities urged voluntary evacuation of the elderly and residents with medical
issues on the Bolivar Peninsula near Galveston Bay. The storms could hinder transportation to
and from the peninsula. Power outages are also possible as a result of gale force winds, authorities
said.

Navarro County, about 80 km south of Dallas, was one of the hardest­hit areas. The tiny town of
Powell got 20 inches (50 cm) of rain over 30 hours, according to meteorologist Brett Rathbun of
Accuweather.

A flash flood swept a Union Pacific freight train off the tracks, pushing locomotives and some rail
cars on their sides. No injuries were reported.

Authorities requested sandbags for evacuated homes and Interstate 45 was shut down in some
spots in Navarro by rising water, which reached one foot on the roadway in Richland.

Some 80 water rescues from vehicles, homes and businesses had been carried out in Navarro
County since Friday, Sheriff Elmer Tanner said.

There were no confirmed deaths from the deluge, but in San Antonio, a woman reported that her
boyfriend was swept into a drainage ditch as he walked his dog early Saturday. — Reuters
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River sports announce Yamuna revival
Neha Lalchandani, TNN | Oct 24, 2015, 12.42AM IST

New Delhi: It is wide, deep in most parts and significantly clean. There is no smell of sulphur nor
a black murky surface which defines the Yamuna in most parts of Delhi. This too is the Yamuna
and very much in Delhi but a stretch that is barely ever seen by most of us. To showcase this and
promise that the rest of the river will also be as clean, the Delhi government organized a canoeing
and kayaking championship in the river, upstream of the Wazirabad bridge.

The three­day event, organized by the tourism department, kicked off on Friday. Since most of us
have written off the river as dead and disgusting, it will come as a surprise that there are five
water sports clubs in the city and the Indian Navy often comes to practice in the city. Kapil
Mishra, Delhi's tourism minister, said that the whole of the Yamuna will look like the stretch
within five years.

Reena Row, a 22­year­old, and her friend Neha Nirman (20) are members of Delhi Water Club at
Sonia Vihar. Both have participated in the nationals where Delhi has done quite well, winning 14
medals in 2014.

"I started learning last year. The club was initially training girls for free but even now, we are
paying only Rs 200 per month. The river upstream of Wazirabad is in a great shape and we even
get waves because of which it gets difficult to manage our canoes. In fact, three months of the
year we cannot practice here because of floods, though this year the river did not rise too much,"
said Row.

It is clear that the river is paying a price for the inefficiencies of the city, turning dry, foamy and
almost black on the other side of the Wazirabad bridge where most of its water is taken up for the
city's use and replaced by sewage.

Sanjay Beniwal, coach at Delhi Water Club, says that water sports were quite common in the
Bhalswa lake from 1997 but in the past five years, activity has shifted to the Yamuna completely
since the lake has dried up. "Water sports are quite common in Delhi and we have produced lots
of champions. However, all activities have been taking place under Delhi Canoeing Association,
which is registered with Delhi Olympic Association. A championship of this level has not
happened in Delhi since 1996 even though we organize annual tournaments from where we select
our team for the championships. At present, we have 42­odd canoes and kayaks and need double
of this to be able to train all the registered paddlers," says Beniwal, who was the coach of the
junior Indian team in 2003 and 2005
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Tamirabarani teaches: Saving tiger is saving river
October 23, 2015, 6:16 PM IST Oppili P  in Tracking Indian Communities | Dravidian, Roots & Wings |

TOI

After Kalakkad-Mundanthurai was declared tiger reserve in 1992, river has regained its

perennial status

Though shorter than Cauvery and Vaigai, Tamirabarani has always held a special

place in the state. Re ferred to in ancient texts including the Mahabharata, legend has

it that Tamirabarani is where saint Agastya wrote key texts of the Tamil language.

Robert Caldwell, British linguist and missionary, recorded its importance in the
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1880s. At the same time, a British collector of Tirunelveli (then Tinnevelly), R K

Puckle, warned that large-scale clearing of forests in the Kalakkad area would result

in the river losing its perennial status.

Nearly a hundred years later, it seemed the state was going to prove Puckle right.

Tamirabarani started turning dry for four months every year. People of Tirunelveli

and Tuticorin thought their river too was going the way of other state rivers.

But help came: A move to save the tiger inadvertently became a savethe-river policy.

The Union ministry of environment and forests declared the Kalakkad ​ Mundanthurai

area as a tiger reserve in 1992.

This meant human movement into the Kalakkad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve

(KMTR) would be restricted. Declaring the area as a tiger reserve and keeping it out

of bounds for tourists, casual visitors and cattle grazers not only helped the tiger

population to rebound but has helped to keep water sources alive and functioning

throughout the year.

The protected shola forests have a sponge effect by storing rainwater and releasing

it. The soil layers, vegetation and the peat bed all help to keep the river perennial.

In three years, there was a noticeable change. A study on water inflow into the

Karayar river, a tributary, inside the reserve was taken up.Records show that from

1946 till 1990, the river received only 13,000 cubic feet of water annually . After the

area was declared as a tiger reserve, the inflow increased to 23,000 cubic feet.“This is

continuing even today ,“ said the official.

Declaring a tiger reserve not only restricts human movement and development

activities, but also requires the government to declare buffer zones outside the core

forest where development is regulated.This also helped the river rejuvenate. Wildlife

officials formed eco-development committees through which forest dwellers were

given alternative jobs. The programme was launched in 178 villages but was later

extended to 243 villages around KMTR. Now 34,000 families are getting the benefits

this means they have stopped going into the forest to collect minor forest produce.

Tamirabarani is the main source for drinking and irrigation in Tirunelveli and

Tuticorin districts.The water is also taken through pipelines to Sivakasi,

Virudhunagar and Srivilliputhur.

While the river’s source has been protected, repair works would need to be carried

out along the river’s course.There are about eight anicuts (diversion structures) on

the river that require immediate restoration for effective use of the water. PWD has

taken up a project to lay a new canal linking Kannadian anicut to drought-prone areas
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of Sathankulam and Thisaiyanvilai, but more such projects need to be taken up, say

experts. Check dams and recharge wells will also need to be built to rejuvenate

groundwater table.

Tamirabarani’s success story can potentially be replicated in Vaigai. As a first step,

the area from where the river originates, known as ‘Moola Vaigai’ in the Western

Ghats in Theni district, has been declared a wildlife sanctuary.

The next step is to announce the sanctuary as a tiger reserve, which will restrict

human intervention. A proposal has been sent to the government in this regard, says

a wildlife officer.

DISCLAIMER : Views expressed above are the author's own.
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NEW DELHI: The Ya​muna has yet again had to bear the brunt of Durga Puja idol im​mer​­
sions, with the frag​ile life​line of Delhi left vis​i​bly pol​luted, de​spite the ef​forts of the gov​ern​ment
and the civic bod​ies.

“You can still see plas​tic, flow​ers and gar​lands float​ing around. Noth​ing has changed and
the wa​ter is more pol​luted. They are killing this dead river fur​ther,” Bhola Kashyap, a lo​cal fish​­
er​man, said of the Kalindi Kunj Ghat.

At the ghat which caters to a ma​jor​ity of south Delhi, Noida and Gur​gaon puja com​mit​tees,
the scene was fa​mil​iar with the area turned into a dump​ing yard of puja left​overs.

Civic body san​i​ta​tion work​ers were spot​ted clean​ing the area in the morn​ing, but they dis​­
ap​peared  around  noon.  “They  re​moved  the  bam​boo  struc​tures  of  the  idols  and  left,”  said
Kashyap.

A  sim​i​lar  scene  was  wit​nessed  at  the  Kude​sia  Ghat  along  the  Ya​muna  bank  near  ISBT,
where cor​po​ra​tion work​ers along with lo​cals tried to sal​vage the mess nearly all day. At other
sites such as the Geeta Ghat, Shyam Ghat, and Chilla Ghat, the sit​u​a​tion was no dif​fer​ent.

How​ever, Ya​muna Jiye Ab​hiyaan con​vener Manoj Misra said the sit​u​a​tion was still bet​ter
than that of pre​vi​ous years, thanks to the Na​tional Green Tri​bunal or​ders and the agen​cies be​­
ing proac​tive in im​ple​ment​ing them.

Ear​lier,  the Delhi en​vi​ron​ment min​istry had called a meet​ing with the var​i​ous Puja com​­
mit​tee or​gan​is​ers to make sure NGT or​ders are fol​lowed. Vol​un​teers were de​ployed and sep​a​­
rate en​clo​sures were also cre​ated to im​merse the idols.

But there wasn’t much dif​fer​ence on the ground, though, be​cause peo​ple didn’t fol​low the
di​rec​tives and they im​mersed the idols ev​ery​where, said Misra, on whose pe​ti​tion the ‘Maili se
Nir​mal Ya​muna Re​vi​tal​i​sa​tion Pro​ject 2017’ is be​ing im​ple​mented.

Get​ting the Puja ma​te​rial out of the river is the job of the ir​ri​ga​tion and flood de​part​ment.
A SOUTH CIVIC BODY OF​FI​CIAL

Yamuna gasping for breath after
immersion of Durga idols
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