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NEW DELHI A comm1ttee set up by
- the National ‘Green “Tribunal
 (NGT) to collect information on

© tween Haridwar and Unnao wasijj d
on Tuesday directed - by 'the

Covering L, YIS

NGT panel to report on waste dral

o anu SHAIAN PERAPPADAN

B ]al ngam senior Chlef Env1r0n—
- mental Officer of the UP. Pollu-
tion Control Board and. repre-
- sentative from the Ministry of . -
B Water Resaurces to submit its .
. drains joining. the Ganga be= report giving detaﬂs about the "~/
~drains joining the Ganga from -
_ -___:-!_,_.Harldwar to - Unnao, and the
. green panel to submlt 11:5 report_{.f.-
by November 7, n
A Bench headed by NGT'
| cha1rperson Justice Swatanter
Kumar asked the ‘committee,
‘comprising Member- Secretary
~of the Central Pollution Control

Board Chief Engmeer of the U P

' quantum and quallty of Waste
- being released into the river.

llI-‘--'HH-H- -

" nao, from Unnao to the border of
UP, from the border of UP to the

border of Jharkhand and from

the border of Jharkhand to the
. Bay of Bengal. The Tribunal had

earlier blamed ill-planning and
unscientific approach of the au-

. .thorities for the chaotic condi-
‘tion of the Ganga. The NGT had

- also rapped the UP government
The next hearmg on the mat-

| ...;i_'?"ter 1S hsted for November15.The G
. NGT has divided the work of
.. -_cleamng the river in different
segments — from Gomukh to

Harldwar fmm Handwar to Un— |

for wasting -public money on
anga remvenatmn and re-
strained it from spending on any
major project, except mainten-
ance work on the stretch from

| Hmdwar to Kanpur.
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,.- Kej riwal to unveil - Yam‘unaﬁ -
riverfront development plan

‘week, Mishra said five-kilometre
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NEW DELHI: The first phase of the

Yamuna riverfront project will be
ready by June next year, water

minister Kapil Mishra said on
Tuesday,

While a detailed plan of the
project will be unveiled by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal next

stretch along the northern bank
of Yamuna, upstream from
Wazirabad.. = )

After the project is completed
the stretch will have wetlands,

facilities of rowing, canoeing,

a modern akhara (traditional

wrestling pit) after the project
is over, Mishra said.

= 3

“The project will be coﬁ-"l'

pletely ecological and involve

the construction of temporary

structures only. Concrete will not

be made of bamboo and wood,”
Mishra said, adding that the
Delhi Development Authority,
1and owing agency, has author-
ized the Delhi government togo
ahead with the project.

The Yamuna redevelopment '

project will incur expenditure

of 2200 crore. The blueprint
of the project will be unveiled

" by Kejriwal after the "Yamuna
 Aarti’, on the lines of ‘Ganga

Arti’, at Banaras at the Sonia
Vihar ghat on November 1. The
function will be attended by the

" entire Delhi Cabinet and Jocals.
be used and the structures will |

Yamuna aarti was perfomed
last year at Geeta Ghat near ITO
last year. Mishra said the venue
has been shifted to the northern

‘hank as Geeta Ghat isbeing devel-

oped into a ‘Nakshatra Vatika'—
a thematic garden based on Vedic
astrology — besides a medicinal

garden, Mishra said.
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NEW bELHl The pos1t10n taken':- f s

by the: Centre that the Su-

- preme Court hasno power to
judicially .  review
Cauvery tribunal’s

award {s tantamount to gw.-*_--_- ..-_;__:'f.,;.l;,-'f;; g N
“ing the tribunal “absolute; . KRR

{ uncontrolled, . uhcanalised-.

-and unguided j judicial power
| which negates the rule -of

Tuesday.

i
-1

BONE GF COH]'B!TEEG: A wew o'f the Cauvery river in Mandya

: L.;-;_Kamataka A A

-~ law;” Tamﬂ Nadu sald 011"' o
| 'heanng appeals ohallengmg

= .. adecision of a mere tribunal

“Written submlsslons

missions filed in the apex
~ court, the State government

_challenged the Centre’s posi-
- tion, -asking when' the Su-

preme Court could review
'the decisions of a con-
stitutional authority like a
" State Governor, what pre-

vents the top court from.
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S .formed under a statute.
In detailed written Sllb"-;f"

“The established legal ps-

~sition is that thJS court has
the power to examine the

valldlty' of not only the stat-
utory enactments but also
onstltutmnal amendments.

- It is inconceivable that the -
framers of the Constitution
~ denied such power of judi-

c:1a] review in respect of de-

- -
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ney-Ge11eral Mukul Rohatgl,
for the Centre, had submit-

_ ted that the Supreme Court

was barred under Article 262

" (3) and provisions of the

Inter-State Water Disputes
Act, 1956 from entertaining

BER - appeals under Articie 136

£

c1sions bf | ;(he | Tribunal
constituted under 1956 Act,”

. - - the State submitted through '
__advocates G. Umpathy and B
~Balaji. . o

~ Centre’s opposition

The Centre - had vehe-
mently - opposed _the Su-
preme Court hearing - ap-
peals filed by Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala against
the tribunal decision. Attor-

- against -
8 tribunal’s award

'_I""'nward is ﬁnal’

the Cauvery -

‘Mr. Rohatgi had argu ed
that the tribunal’s award was
final and had the force of the

Supreme Court.  He had
-~ urged the court to dlSlIllSS

the appeals. .+
A Bench led by ]ustlce

" Dipak Misra had reserved

the question of jurisdiction
for judgment on October 19
and ordered Karnataka to

‘continue release of. 2,000

cusecs of water till further
orders. . ‘
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KANCHEEPURAM: The district
administration has identi-
fied 1,128 areas in Kanchee-
 puram as flood-prone and
classified them into four
categories. B
Disclosing this
Collector R. Gajalakshmi
said the classification of
flood-prone areas was car-
ried out as per the guidelines

issued by the office of the

Commissioner of Revenue
Administration. '
The places where inunda-
tion level stood above five
feet during the last north-
east monsoon;  where
Central Forces were pressed
into the service of rescue
and relief operations; where
the area remained cut off
from access by road or
where any loss of life was re-
ported have been classified
as highly vulnerable areas,
the Collector said.
- While 177 places have
been ‘identified as highly
vulnerable, 176 areas where
the inundation level was less

PREPARING FOR THE
MONSOON .
IS CHENNAI READY?

than five feet during last
monsoon were classified as
vulnerable. Another 501
places where the intensity of
the problem was slightly low
were classified as moder-
ately vulnerable and 274 as
less vulnerable areas.

Out of this 1,128 vulner-
able areas, 217 have been
identified in urban/semi-
urban areas and the rest in
rural pockets, the Collector
added. |

Residentsropedin
The resident welfare asso-
ciations in urban and semi-
‘urban areas have also been
~ roped in this time and made
| part
| teams formed to take up res-
cue and relief operations, if

needed, in the 353 areas, that

have been identified as
Highly Vulnerable and Vul-
nerable areas.

While the team head

would be identified as first
respondent, nine other per-
sons from the same area

would be assisting him in -

carrying out initial rescue/
relief operations.

Apart from the local
teams, 51 officials-level res-
cue and relief teams have
been formed to take care of
the 1128 vulnerable areas, she
- added.

| to
. reporters here on Monday,

[EC Th ai
I A N
.........

L

A stranded woman being rescued by Coastal Sécur'rty Guards
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in Kancheepuram District last year during floods. — FILE PHOTO

of the precautionary

STAFF REPORTER

CHENNAL: In situ houses,
disaster relief and liveli-
hood were among the con-
cerns raised by slum
dwellers, who were at-
tending the ‘Voice of
Slums in post-flood Chen-
" npai: Future Concerns’

on Monday. Over a 100
slum dwellers, who were
affected by floods from
across the city, took part in
the event led by experts
from the field.

“Why is it that it is al-
ways us slum dwellers who
are relocating during the
time of crisis,” questioned
Shyamala from Chetpet.
“We lost everything dur-
ing the floods, and we are

Moving to colonies like
Perumbakkam only makes
it worse. We need a fair
solution,” she said. -

Sasi Kumar, aresident of
Koyambedu, pointed out
that during the December
flood they were relocated
to another far-off location
which was just as flooded.
“It had made no sense to
relocate to Kannagi Nagar

and Perumbakkam which

floor. Money and reloca-
tion is not the ultimate
solution. The State needs

" houses, for all,” said Sasl.
A senior official from
the Tamil Nadu Slum
Clearance Board, who at-
tended the seminar, heard
the problems of the

community and assured

seminar at Loyola College

yet to recover from it.

had water till the first

to build disaster resistant

Slum dwellers seek
flood-resistant homes

S ———

During a seminar,

concerns and
sought a solution

| they voiced their

to relocation

assistance. “We have
provided a monthly sub-
sistence allowarce of Rs.
2,500 to the resettled fam-
ilies, for one year. We have
held medical camps and |
skill training for all. While
we have begun providing
in situ housing, we shall be
extending it for others as
well,” he said. |
Urging slum dwellers to
know their rights, Vanessa
Peter, policy researcher

‘said: “Slum Act 1s your

weapon. It is important
that you know your rights
and stand up for it.” She
also pointed out that there
was a need for reservation
in land allotment for slum
dwellers.

“Tust like education,
there needs to be res-
ervation in land as well.
When you move to a place,
it is your duty to find out if
the land you're living in 1s
certified among other de-
tails. In case you are asked
to uproot, file a case,” she
said. |
- Adding to this Deva
Prakash, program man-
ager, CARE INDIA, said:
“Instead of offering relief
to the affected in kind the
authorities must deposit
cash in their respective ac-
counts. During such times,
the women and children
are the worst affected and
the authorities need to
provide suitable housing
for them.”
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Monsoon ex

lfends‘z s/tvéy, may

exit by first week of Nov

Neha.Madaan@timesgroup.com

Pune: The southwest monsoon is not do-
ne with India yet, overstaying well past
1ts normal withdrawal date of October
15. The monsoon is now expected to with-
draw in the first week of November —its
most extended stay since 2007.

In the last 10 years, the most delayed
monsoon withdrawal was in 2010, when
the wind system pulled out of the count-
ry on October 29. The delay this year is
due to a deep depression that has formed
over the Bay of Bengal. It is expected to
intensity into a cyclonic storm during
the next 48 hours, according to India Me-
teorological Department.

While the monsoon has mthdrawn
from most parts of the country; it still re-
mains active over parts of the southern

peninsula, the region where the northe-
ast monsoon sets in. B Mukhopadhyay;
IMD’s additional director general of me-
teorology, told TOI that the delay was not
very unusual and such a phenomenon co-
uld happen once in 10 years. The condi-
tions for withdrawal will become favou-
rable after thedissipation of thecyclonic
disturbance over the Bay of Bengal.
Mahesh Palawat, chief meteorologist
at Skymet Weather Services, said rain-
fall is expected to begin over Gangetic
West Bengal and coastal Odisha by Octo-
ber 26. “Moderateto heavyrains will con-
tinue over these areas till October 29. Bi-
har, Jharkhand and interior Orissa may
also experience light rains on Qctober 30
and 31. Thismeans the southwest monso-

on may only withdraw from India in ear-

ly November,” said Palawat.

............................................................
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Poondi reservoir
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R: The inflow of Krishna water into Poondi reservoir has

“been steady over the last couple of days. — FILE PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The storage is
enough to cater to
the city’s need for
three days

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAI: Poondi reservoir, the
prime water storage point for
city, has been receiving a steady
inflow of Krishna water from

Andhra Pradesh for about five

days now.

On Monday, the Tamil Naduy
entry point of the Kandaleru
Poondi canal, which carries
Krishna water from Kandaleru
reservoir in Andhra Pradesh,
received about 330 cusecs of
water. Of this, nearly 325 cusecs
reached the Poondi reservoir
through the 25-km KP canal.

This supply is crucial as most
reservoirs supplying water to
Chennai are nearly dry and the
north-east monsoon is yet to set
in. The water gushing from KP

canal into Poondi reservoir has

been attracting a large number
of visitors, Some even fish in
these waters.

- At present, the reservoir has
a storage of about 140 million
cubic feet of water against its

e

capacity of 3,231 mcft. The wa-
ter body in Poondi has so far re-
ceived nearly 75 mceft of Krishna
water. This is equal to three
days of water supply to Chennai
at the current rate of about 750-
800 million litres a day.

More inflow expected

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department said the
volume of discharge from
Kandaleru reservoir is being
steadily increased and is likely
to go up t0 1,000 cusecs. “Only a
minimal volume is being diver-
ted for the drinking water needs
of Tirupati and Kalahasti. We
are expecting the inflow into
Poondi reservoir to increase to
500 cusecs by Tuesday or
Wednesday,” said an official.

However, only 70 cusecs is
being released for city water
supply as the water level is
lower  than the level of link
canal, which carries water to
other reservoirs. “Only when
the water level raises in the res-
ervoir, we can send the entire
volume to the other water
bodies,” said an official.

Meanwhile, the department
1s also carrying out improve-
ment work on the bund of

- Poondi reservoir and link canal.
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